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JANESVILLE TOWN SQUARE GRAN PRIX

ANTHONY WAHL/AWAHL@GAZETTEXTRA.COM
Cyclists in the Cat 3/4 Women'’s race push off of the start line during one of the afternoon races in the Janesville Town Square Gran Prix on
Thursday, June 15. Janesville was once again the first day in The KwikTrip Tour of America’s Dairyland, a cycling series taking place over 11

$2.50

:

consecutive days in 11 different communities throughout Southeast Wisconsin.

Retlections on Jan. 6

Janesville veteran facing charges for presence at U.S. Capitol

KYLIE BALK-YAATENEN
kbalkyaatenen@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE -— Mike Fitzgerald is a veteran,
father, husband and aJanesville resident who's
currently dealing with stage four cancer. He's
also dealing with the consequences of taking
partin what some have called an insurrection
atthe U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6,2021.

Fitzgerald has since been charged in federal
court in Washington, D.C., with obstruction of
law enforcement during civil disorder, know-
ingly entering or remaining in any restricted
building or grounds without lawful author-
ity and violent entry and disorderly conduct
on capitol grounds. He was arrested on April

7,2021, arraigned on May 7,2021, and pleaded
not guilty to the charges.

In an interview the week with a reporter from
The Gazette, Fitzgerald said he considers him-
selfto be a “history buff” and finds the history
of the country and the founding fathers very
interesting. He also said that he is a Republican
and has been a volunteer campaign worker for
the Republican Party in Janesville.

Fitzgerald said he liked Trump’s policies but
didn’t always like his personality.

He said he had seen a post on Facebook that
said that there was a bus going to Wisconsin to
D.C.with a pick up point near East Troy. He had
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

This image was included in charging
documents from the U.S. District Court
in Washington, D.C., accusing Janes-
ville resident Michael Fitzgerald of par-
ticipating in the Jan. 6 unrest at the U.S.
Capitol.Prosecutorssay thisisFitzgerald
after entering the U.S. Capitol that day.
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( FORMERLY BEST EVENTS )

CATERING AND RENTALS

Creating special moments for local businesses and families for nearly 30 years

STILL GREAT FOOD AND QUALITY RENTALS
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CALL TODAY FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY | 608.755.4123 | KANDUINDUSTRIES.COM
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Living on the
Rock River

Coming Fall 2023

VOTE FOR US
FOR BEST
APARTMENT
COMPLEX

FOR BEST APARTMENT COMPLEX

*2023*%

l\ BEST OF THEt

Proudly serving the
Janesville area

{ VOTE FOR US!
| SCAN HE

CAP PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

FLOOD
PR@S

Water Damage — Mold — Waterproofing

We can help ! )

e Drain Tile

* Foundation Wall Crack Repair

* Down Spout Extensions

* Window Well Repair and Drains

* 24/7 Water and Sewage Clean Up
*
.

Air Duct Cleaning
Mold Removal & Testing

WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK 100%
FREE INSPECTIONS CALL NOW!

608-756-9300

www.FloodPros.net

$50.00 OFF

ANY SERVICE

Some Restrictions Apply. Exp. June 27,2023

Events Calerdan

Find out what you are missing.

Navigate things to do
at places you go.
Entertainment,
Non-profits,

Festivals & Events,
Meetings & Mixers,
Family Activities,
Industry Events,
Educational Seminars,
Support Groups, Exhibits,
and so much more.

Visit www.GazetteXtra.com/calendar
and submit your event today!
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never been to Washington D.C and fig-
ured that it was going to be a nice first-
time trip to the capitol.

“That was like 70% of the reason I
went out there, the other 30% was ‘Hey,
I get tolisten to President Trump, it’s
going to be historic,” he recalls.

His wife, Meaghan, had told him not
to go, however, worrying about the
number of people expected to be there.
He assured her that he just wanted to
see Trump speak and see the monu-
ments.

After Trump spoke, the crowd he
was with marched down Pennsylvania
Avenue toward the Capitol.

Everyone was in high spirits and
playing patriotic music, herecalls.

He said when he was marching
he sawno barricades and that peo-
ple “could walk all the way up to the
inaugural stage.” There was some-
one out front who told the crowd that
he “respects their right to protest,’
and that they would have someone
out soon to direct them to where they
could stand. He said from what he saw
there was no chaos.

And then the Capitol police started
shooting tear gas into the crowd.

He said the crowd started moving
to get away from tear gas and he was
pushed along. The only way out was
to go up the stairs of the Capitol, he
recalls.

“I'wentinto survival mode, it was
fight or flight,” he said.

Meaghan was phoning, telling him
to get out of there.

He said had his phone out to record
what was happening.

According to court documents, Fitz-
gerald was wearingared hatand a
shirt that legibly read “Wild Protest.”

Avariety of pictures show him being
near the front of the crowd, with his
hand raised holding his phone. He
appears in a photo as the crowd moved
forward with his hand still raised. The
next photo is of him exiting through
the window after 40 minutesin the
building.

Fitzgerald said he got a flight back
home to Wisconsin and there, while
watching the news, learned that he
was number 32 on America’s Most
Wanted.

OnJan.9he called the FBI and
turned himselfin.

The aftermath

About two months after Jan. 6 Fitz-
gerald was diagnosed with stage four
colon and liver cancer that has since
spread into his lungs.

Fitzgerald said that life has been “a

nightmare” since then. He and his wife
started a non-profit — Veterans First
Foundation. It’s dedicated to helping
veterans find resources to avoid home-
lessness, and helps them figure out
what to do after service, receive bene-
fits, and get help for PTSD.

He said the foundation has had to
be put on hold due to his cancer diag-
noses and the court fees. His wife was
going to school for childhood psychol-
ogy and was getting paid for it as a vet-
eran. She had had to put that on hold
to take care of her children and hus-
band.

He said the worst part of facing the
chargesisbeing called a traitor to his
country.

He served as a Marine as acommu-
nications specialist stationed at 29
Palms, California, and completed a
deployment overseas. His wife was a
combat medic at Fairfield Air Force
Base in Washington, southwest of Spo-
kane.

“I've served my country as a Marine
honorably, and to be called a trai-
tor and attack my charity; he said. “I
have a tough shell but that stuffleaks
through”

Fitzgerald said as a whole his family
is struggling.

He showed up at the hospital to see
his mother before she passed after suf-
fering a brain aneurysm but members
of his family told police that he was
dangerous and had participated the
Jan.6 events at the U.S. Capitol.

He was allowed to be with his mom if
had two officers with him. He had only
six minutes with her before she passed,
because the hospital staff said they felt
unsafe.

“Iwasn’'t allowed to go to her cele-
bration of life;” he said. “SoI'had no clo-
sure with my Mom.”

Regrets

Fitzgerald said he’s willing to be held
accountable for his involvement on
Jan. 6. but said not everyone should be
held to the same level of accountabil-
ity.

He doesn't feellike he should be
grouped in with the people who took
partinviolent acts.

“Ithink everybody should be held
accountable;” he said. “Thave alot
of mixed emotions about that day; I
feellike it could have been avoided.,. I
shouldn’t have put myselfin that situ-
ation and I should have listened to my
wife butIdidn’t”

“Ifeel for any Congressional mem-
ber that was scared or felt in danger,
regardless of their Democrat or Repub-
lican,” he continued.

Fitzgerald’s next court date is Sept
14.

LOTTERY

Wisconsin
Pick 3
(Midday Wednesday June 14)
8-6-6
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
0-5-3
Pick 4
(Midday Wednesday June 14)
5-4-5-8
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
7-8-9-7
Badger 5
(Wednesday June 14) 2-11-23-
24-31
All or Nothing
(Midday Wednesday June 14)
1-3-4-5-7-9-12-13-15-17-21
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
1-3-4-5-6-8-12-15-16-19-22
SuperCash
(Wednesday June 14)

3-20-24-33-34-37
Doubler: No
Megabucks
(Wednesday June 14)
8-10-14-25-29-40
Saturday’s cash prize: $400,000
Saturday’s annuity prize: $1
million
lllinois
Pick 3
(Midday Wednesday June 14)
3-7-3
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
3-3-9
Pick 4
(Midday Wednesday June 14)
9-8-4-9
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
3-8-7-7
Lucky Day Lotto
(Midday Wednesday June 14)

22-25-26-27-42
(Evening Wednesday June 14)
13-27-36-42-43
Nationwide
Powerball
(Wednesday June 14)
3-20-36-42-64
Powerball: 4 Power play: 2X
Wednesday's cash prize:
$366 million
Wednesday'’s annuity prize:
$189 million
Mega Millions
(Tuesday June 13)
8-10-19-44-47
Mega Ball: 4 Megaplier: 4X
Friday’s cash prize:
$145.2 million
Friday’s annuity prize:
$281 million



