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Decorating yards with 
ghosts, zombies or witches is 
common this time of year, but 
most people don’t take Hal-
loween decorations as seri-
ously as Aaron Vokoun.

Going with a mad scien-
tist theme this year, Vokoun 
has been building unique 
high-quality halloween deco-
rations since January. He has 
successfully turned his yard on 
Silverado Drive in Sun Prairie 
into Dr. Frankenstein’s Labo-
ratory.

“My son wanted me to do 
some sort of mad scientist 
thing,” Vokoun said. “I started 
in January getting ideas from 
taking some stu�  I had from 
previous years and changing 
it a bit.”

Last year, Vokoun did a 
pirate theme, but he took the 
decorations one step further 
this year.

“I got this 12-foot skeleton 
at home depot and I wanted 
something to make it look 
like he was getting electro-
cuted,” Vokoun said. “I built 
these giant 10-foot tall gener-
ators with balls on top. I took 
two giant salad bowls from 
Ikea and screwed, pinned and 
taped them together. I added 
lights.”

He also used pool noodles 
and pinned them and strapped 
them together with stretch 
wrap and heated it up and 
painted it to look like a silver 

cable.
In addition to the 12-foot 

skeleton, other notable deco-
rations include a Frankenstein 
monster chained to a board 
and a chalkboard full of formu-
las that Vokoun had painted 
on.

It’s safe to say that I sni� ed 
a lot of paint fumes for sure,” 
Vokoun said. “I put in hun-
dreds of hours to get this all 
together.”

He builds and stores most 
of it in his garage throughout 
the year. He gets asked a lot 
of questions from neighbors 
about what he is doing.

“I would be building this 

stu�  in the garage, standing on 
top of the Frankenstein mon-
ster and people would look 
at me funny and ask what I’m 
doing,” Vokoun said.

He tries to get his “best bang 
for his buck,” but when all is 
said and done, he puts in thou-
sands of dollars in these proj-
ects.

“I made all the fencing,” 
Vokoun said. “� e columns 
are made out of wood and sty-
rofoam insulation and then 
I used a hot iron to cut into 
them and put moss on them. 
� e fence is all wood and PVC 
pipes that I used a heat gun 
on to make it look all bent and 

rusted.”
He added that it can be 

tough to � nd things that aren’t 
too expensive, but that can last 
in the rain and wind. He got the 
majority of the mad scientist 
decorations from Facebook 
Marketplace and Craigslist.

� is is just his family’s sec-
ond Halloween in Wiscon-
sin after they previously lived 
in Chicago and Oklahoma, 
but the neighborhood already 
looks forward to what the dec-
oration theme will be each 
year.

“� e neighbors like it and 
of course the kids love it,” Vok-
oun said. “People asked us 

throughout the year what we 
were going to do and when the 
decorations were going up.”

Over the years, Vokoun 
learned the importance of 
good lighting and putting 
the decorations closer to the 
road so that more people can 
see them. He mentioned that 
lighting is even more import-
ant up here compared to when 
he lived in Oklahoma.

Voukon loves seeing all of 
the positive responses of peo-
ple walking or driving by.

“It was really great last year 
during COVID-19 because 
people couldn’t get out and do 
anything,” Vokoun said. “Peo-
ple were walking around the 
neighborhood. We have peo-
ple that walk from multiple 
blocks away or even bike over 
to come see the decorations.”

He added that they even 
had a new neighbor move in 
that used Vokoun’s house and 
decorations as a reference 
point and landmark for people 
to � nd their house.

Vokoun has a background 
in chemical engineering and is 
quite the builder and artist. He 
already has ideas for Hallow-
een next year.

“My son River is seven and 
he’s really into Godzilla, so 
I might have to � gure out a 
Godzilla theme for next year,” 
Vokoun said. “� e idea of turn-
ing your yard into a theater set 
and coming home and being 
able to say, ‘hey I made that.’ 
It’s really fun to turn junk into 
something artistic.”
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A 12-foot skeleton from 
Home Depot that Aaron Vok-
oun decorated to make it look 
like it is being electrocuted.
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Aaron Vokoun and his son River posing in front of their halloween decorations.


