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TODAY’S WEATHER
DAN KITKOWSKI
EagleHerald Senior Reporter

MARINETTE — Cleveland rocks. It’s 
also got a little bounce and a whole lot 
of splash.

The future USS Cleveland, Littoral 
Combat Ship (LCS) 31, was christened 
and launched Saturday at Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine. About 3,000 invited 
guests — including dignitaries, shipyard 
officials, employees, retirees, the ship’s 
assigned crew and other Navy person-
nel — gathered inside the shipyard on 
warm, sunny spring day

The ship’s sponsor, Robyn Modly, 
christened the ship shortly before 
11:30 a.m. with a successful swing of 
a sparkling wine bottle on the bow. 
Moments later, the ship was launched 
into the Menominee River. Modly is the 
wife of Thomas Modly, former acting 
secretary of the U.S. Navy.

The future USS Cleveland is the 16th 

CLASS AND SPLASH
Future USS 
Cleveland 
christened, 
launched at FMM

EAGLEHERALD CONTRIBUTOR/JOSH LACY

The future USS Cleveland, LCS 31, slides into the Menominee River Saturday at Finantieri Marinette Marine. The launch is the last side-style 
launch at the shipyard and the last planned vessel in the 31-ship Littoral Combat Ship fleet.

EAGLEHERALD CONTRIBUTOR/PAUL WILLIAMS

Robyn Modly, sponsor of the future USS Cleveland, christens the ship by smashing a bot-
tle of sparkling wine on the bow. Modly is the wife of Thomas Modly, former acting secre-
tary of the U.S. Navy.

LCS-31 SPECIFICATIONS
Following are some vital statis-

tics for the future USS Cleveland.
• Length: 387.6 feet
• Beam (overall): 57.7 feet
• Draft: 14.1 feet
• Full load displacement: 3,500 

metric tons
• Propulsion: Combined die-

sel and gas turbine with steerable 
water jet propulsion

• Speed: Greater than 40 knots
• Core crew: 50; accommodations 

for 98 sailors
• Flight deck: More than 1.5 times 

that of traditional surface combat-
ants

Freedom-variant LCS and the 31st in the 
class. It also is the last side launch that 
will take place at FMM.

“It’s an end of an era, these side 
launches are visibly spectacular and 
they’re a lot of fun to do,” said FMM 
Chief Executive Officer Mark Vandroff. 
“It’s the way people have put ships into 
the water for literally thousands of years 

— with basically the same technology. 
We’re a modern shipyard and we have to 
adapt to the way of the future.”

A ship lift that is under construction 
is a key component to the future, Van-
droff said.

“Once that’s done we will be able to 
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put the ships in far more 
complete,” he said. 
“There are certain com-
ponents in the produc-
tion stages, such as elec-
trical work, that can’t be 
assembled prior to a side 
launch.

“It will be safe evolu-
tion,” Vandroff added. “It 
will be a more cost-effec-
tive evolution. It will be a 
more disciplined evolu-
tion. I’m looking forward 
to the future when we are 
going to slowly lower the 
ships in a state-of-the art 
modern ship lift.”

Improved technology 
will expand the capabili-
ties of the shipyard, Van-
droff said.

“We will be able to do 
so much more for deliv-
ering ships to our cus-
tomers at high quality 
and high value,” he said.

The next ships being 
built — four Multi-Mis-
sion Surface Combat-
ants (MMSC) ships for 
the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, along with frig-
ates for the U.S. Navy — 
are much heavier than 
those in 
the LCS 
fleet and 
would 
exceed the 
capacity 
of a side 
launch.

The first 
ship that 
will utilize 
the ship 
lift will be 
a MMSC 
later this 
year or 
early 2024, 
Vandroff 
said. It is 
slightly 
larger than 
an LCS.

The 
first frig-
ate, scheduled for 2026, 
weighs 7,000 tons, Van-
droff said.

“That’s twice the size 
of any ship this shipyard 

has ever delivered to any 
customer,” he said.

Chris Minster, pro-
gram director, Lockhead 
Martin, Surface Navy 
Integrated Systems, 
spoke highly of the future 
USS Cleveland.

“LCS 31 now is the 
most advanced, most 
capable LCS we have 
built,” he said. “All the 
lessons learned, all the 
capability upgrades and 
improvements that have 
gone through the life 
of this ship. We’re very 
proud to give the most 
capable LCS we built and 
launch it here today.”

The future USS Cleve-
land will undergo 

another 
year of pro-
duction, 
includ-
ing sea tri-
als, before 
delivery to 
the Navy 
for com-
mission-
ing, Minis-
ter said.

FMM 
Chief of 
Shipyard 
Opera-
tions John 
Krueger, a 
Marinette 
native, 
stressed 
the impor-
tance of 

the LCS program to this 
area.

“I think the history 
of the LCS program 
has been a boost to 

Marinette and Menom-
inee and brought the 
shipyard to a tier 1 ship-
yard with the Saudis and 
the frigates (contracts),” 
he said. “The (LCS) pro-
gram was the baby steps 
to get us there.”

Krueger has about 
two decades of experi-
ence with FMM. He poi-
gnantly described the 
last side launch.

“It’s an emotional day,” 
he said. “We brought 
back 85 retirees. To see 
some of these older peo-
ple that worked here for 
40 years. It means a lot. 
It means a lot to them. It 
means a lot to the com-
munity. Some of them 
have two generations of 
kids working here.”

Vandroff spoke about 
the workforce at the 
local shipyard.

“I’m so proud of the 
men and women who 
work here — both blue 
collar and white col-
lar,” he said. “Right now 
nearly 1,400 men and 
women who are here 
as part of Marinette 
Marine. Shipbuild-
ing is hard work and 
these folks work hard — 
whether it’s the weld-
ers, the electricians, the 
painters, material han-
dlers, yard services, the 
folks in the safety depart-
ment who keep us safe, 
the engineers who do 
the design and the cal-
culation, the purchas-
ing agent that buys the 
material. Everyone’s 
got their roles to play. 

Everyone shows up here 
every day at Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine and I 
couldn’t be more proud 
of them.” 

Dignitaries spoke to 
a few hundred people 
inside Building 10 before 
the launch.

They include Vandroff, 
Austin Davis and U.S. 
Navy Rear Admiral Tom 

Anderson.
Davis, senior policy 

advisor and assistant 
law director for the City 
of Cleveland, was at the 
ceremony on behalf of 
Mayor Justin M. Bibb. He 
spoke about the proud 
history of Cleveland and 
said he refers to it as 
“paradise on Lake Eerie.”

Anderson offered 

words of encouragement 
to the crew of the future 
USS Cleveland.

“You will go forward 
and make your name-
sake city proud, I have 
every confidence in you,” 
he said.

Dan Kitkowski can be reached 
by email at dkitkowski@eagle-
herald.com
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The future USS Cleveland, LCS 31, is launched into the Menominee River Saturday at Finantieri Mari-
nette Marine. This was the last side launch at the shipyard and the last vessel in the 31-ship LCS fleet.

EAGLEHERALD/PAUL WILLIAMS

The crew of the future USS Cleveland pose for a photo as the ceremony prepares to begin 
in the background.

EAGLEHERALD CONTRIBUTOR/PAUL 

WILLIAMS

Amoura Radtke, one of the 
youngest people at the cer-
emony at age nine months, 
was decked out in patriotic 
gear.

EAGLEHERALD CONTRIBUTOR/PAUL WILLIAMS 

RIGHT: The ceremony site is reflected in the horn of the Navy Band Great Lakes.
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