A4 | TUESDAY, JULY 4, 2023

ASHLAND DAILY PRESS

TALKAROUND TOWN

Why we

push

for open records

You likely read a short story in Friday’s
paper about how Ashland County Board
members seem to think Administra-
tor Dan Grady is doing a pretty
good job — so much so that
they gave him a 5% raise every
year for the next four years.

He might have some com-
munication problems with a
few board members, and maybe
hasn’t seen a project or two
through to the end, but overall
they gave him high ratings.

Ifyou're wondering why
Grady fought so hard to keep
residents from reading about
his performance, well, you’re not
alone.

Alittle background: We filed an
open-records request for the evalua-
tion in April, when it was administered.
Grady first refused us access to the review
because, he said, the document was part
of a closed-session board meeting and
thus was not open to the public.

‘When we showed him that that was
awrong interpretation of the law and
renewed our request, he denied it a sec-
ond time, saying that revealing the review
would harm the county in its negotiations
with him over renewing his contract.
That also is no exemption to the law. H
then denied a third request by saying per-
sonnel records are not subject to public
scrutiny.

When we showed him the law that
explicitly says top public officials’per-
sonnel records are subject to open-re-
cords law — and that those officials
should expect scrutiny — Grady referred
the matter to the county’s attorney,

Max Lindsey, who promptly gave us the
records.

My intent here is not to beat Grady up

PETER].
WASSON

for not knowing or following open-re-
cords law. A lot of public officials don’t
know the law very well; it’s a pretty nar-
row and specialized segment of
the state’s statutes.

My intent instead is to
remind him and all other local
officials that the documents
in question are called public
records because they are owned
by the public, not the govern-
ment.

There are exceptions. We
can't get access to records that
reveal public-security secrets,
for example. Or the person-
nel records of low-level public
employees. And we can’t require the gov-
ernment to create a new record giving us
information we seek.

Butlawmakers clearly stated, in the
first sentence of the open-records stat-
ute, that:

“In recognition of the fact that a repre-
sentative government is dependent upon
an informed electorate, it is declared to
be the public policy of this state that all
persons are entitled to the greatest pos-
sible information regarding the affairs
of government and the official acts of
those officers and employees who rep-
resent them. Further, providing persons
with such information is declared to be
an essential function of a representative
government and an integral part of the
routine duties of officers and employees
whose responsibility it is to provide such
information. To that end, (the law) shall
be construed in every instance with a pre-
sumption of complete public access, con-
sistent with the conduct of governmen-
tal business.”
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LETTERTO THE EDIT

Pride organizers
thank supporters

EDITOR: Iwould like
to take this opportunity to
thank all those who helped
make the June 11 Chequa-
megon Pride fundraiser at
The Alley on a success.

Chequamegon Pride is
trying to put on the best
Pride event for 2023 that we
can and that all costs money.
We have Saturday, Aug. 12
reserved at the Band Shell
for a day of music, food, ven-
dors and fun for all ages cele-
brating Pride in the Chequa-
megon Bay area. We have a
sense of urgency about this
year due to the prejudice and
violence erupting all over our
country against those who
are considered “different.”

Pride started when those
who were “queer”got tired of
being ridiculed, abused and
killed for who they were,and
that is the whole message of
Pride —we need to let those
who are LGTBQ know that
there are people and places
that are safe for them.
I'would especially like to
thank those who donated
to the raffle: The Ameri-
cinn, Time Warp Tattoo,
Kwik Trip, Ashland Fam-
ily Restaurant, Moores on
Main, Breakwater Restau-
rant, You Make Me Ink, Play
Unplugged, Stagecoach,
Black Cat, Chequamegon
Food Coop, Spinster Books,
Bay Theatre, L&M Supply,
Superior Framing and Gal-
lery, New China Restau-
rant, United Dreams, Scis-

sors Edge, Huhn Drugstore,

Super H Foods, Culvers,
Kraven, Bay City Cycles,
Lakeshore Products and
The Deepwater Grille. Also
thanks to The Alley for hav-
ing the great pizza buf-
fet,and the Daily Press and
reporter Tom Stankard for
the article.

We will be doing more
fundraising prior to the event
and would also would like to
hear from anyone who would
like to be part, whetheras a
performer, vendor or donor.
There is a Facebook page for
Chequamegon Bay Pride
2023 if you want to get in
touch with anyone working
on this. We and the LGTBQ_
community appreciate your
support.

JoAnne Dormady,
Ashland

GENERAL INFORMATION

Business hours:

NEWS STAFF

Peter J. Wasson, Managing Editor

legals@ashlanddailypress.net Obituaries: Wednesday at Noon

What do you

Classifieds: Wednesday at Noon

th i n k7 Office iS closed until further notice 9\1/\/553_575108??;:?@nddailypress.net CLASSIFIED ADS The Daily Press.is published blweek\y Qn
O Submit news: classifieds@ashlanddailypress.net Tuesday and Friday by APG Media of Wiscon-
Email Letters to the Editor to Have a news tip or story idea? Tom Stankard, reporter sin, LLC.
o Call our newstaff between tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net SUBSCRIPTIONS/ RATES
o PR 9am.-11 p.m., or email Office: 715-718-6480 CIRCULATION

Cell: 248-930-8687

ADVERTISING STAFF

Bets North, display
bnorth@ashlanddailypress.net
715-292-5759

EZpay Monthly: $14.73

13 weeks: $46.80

26 weeks: $93.60

52 weeks: $187.20

Online Only EZpay monthly: $14.30

pressnews@ashlanddailypress.net. (715) 682-2313 Ext. 1

circulation@ashlanddailypress.net

DEADLINES:

Tuesday Edition:
Display Ads: Friday at Noon

To report sports news or scores, call
715-718-6431 after 5 p.m. or email
presssports@ashlanddailypress.net.

Ashland ‘L Daily Press

@ ashlanddailypress.net

REGIONAL PUBLISHER CUSTOMER SERVICE Legals: Friday at Noon o ) ) )
. Obituaries: Friday at Noon Periodicals postage paid at Ashland, Wisconsin
Established 1888 Paul Gaier 715-718-6426 Classifieds: Friday at Noon 54806 and additional
122 W.Third Street, Lqai i . . mailing offices.
paul.gaier@apg-wi.com LEGALS/OBITUARY Friday Edition:

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE
DAILY PRESS, 122 W. 3rd St., Ashland WI 54806.
(USPS 144 880) | (ISSN: 1050-4095)

Ashland, WI 54806
(715) 682-2313; fax (715) 718-6423

Display Ads: Wednesday at Noon
Obituaries & Legals spay Y

obits@ashlanddailypress.net Legals: Wednesday at Noon

or similar refund in the future. PREMIUM

SUBSCRIPTION TERMS: An EZ Pay
subscription is considered a CONTINUOUS
SUBSCRIPTION, which means it will auto-
matically renew at the end of this initial
term. Notice of cancellation must be pro-
vided before the end of this SUBSCRIPTION
TERM to avoid charges for an additional

term. Future SUBSCRIPTION TERM prices
and publication days are subject to change.
This subscription grants you a FULLY PRE-
PAID, NON-REFUNDABLE license to receive
and access the subscription materials for
the duration of the subscription term.
PRE-PAYMENT: if you choose the conve-

nience of prepay, price changes, premiums
and/or surcharges during the pre-payment
term may apply which could reduce or ex-
tend the pre-payment term. We reserve the
right to issue refunds or credits at our sole
discretion. If we issue a refund or credit, we
are under no obligation to issue the same

EDITIONS: All subscriptions will automat-
ically include up to six premium content
editions, there will be a charge for these
premium editions, which will shorten the
length of your subscription. The publisher
reserves the right to change subscription

rates during the term of any subscription.
A maintenance fee may be added to sub-
scriptions to accommodate for increased
business expenses during the year.

WA



