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“Caller reports several garages on an 
unspecified street in an unspecified town 
broken into and property stolen.”

“Caller reports a man in a car has been 
parked and taking photos of kids 
at an unspecified playground at an 
unspecified school.”

“Caller from an unspecified 
town reports a town official is 
embezzling money in unspecified 
ways.”

How useful is any of the above 
information to you? Doesn’t it 
seem like the unspecified infor-
mation is pretty important — that 
it could be useful to residents who 
want to protect themselves and 
others?

Well, that’s too bad if you live in 
Ashland County.

Sheriff Brian Zupke recently unilater-
ally decided to remove all location informa-
tion from the police logs that we have for 
decades been running in the paper.

Zupke told us that he removed “personal 
identifying information” from the weekly 
logs — and even if that were true, it would 
be illegal. Personal identifying information 
on a public record is still a public record.

But what he said is patently not true. He 
removed all location information whatso-
ever; see the attached image of two entries 
in the most recent log. They could hardly be 
more innocuous — water over a road and a 
car-deer crash. The large white blocks at the 
top of each entry are where location infor-
mation should be contained.

It’s hard to imagine whose personal 

identifying information needs protection 
here — the deer’s? The road’s?

To be clear: We’ve never identified a 
crime victim in these reports — their names 

always were blacked out — and 
we’ve never used specific addresses 
from the logs. We’ve only given 
readers enough information 
to determine the general area 
in which things were reported: 
“Caller reports a tavern on High-
way 13 in Bayfield broken into 
and cash stolen,” for example.

Now, there’s a very practi-
cal reason for including location 
information. As I referenced 
above, if you live in the area 
where garages are being bro-
ken into, or if your kid plays on 

the playground where a creeper is hanging 
around, you very definitely should have 
that information.

More to the point, those police reports 
are public records. There is absolutely 
nothing in the law that allows this sheriff 
or any sheriff to decide, across the board, 
that the public has no right to that infor-
mation. At the very least, the law requires 
public officials to conduct a balancing test, 
weighing the value of disclosing informa-
tion against the harm that could be done 
by releasing it.

Zupke is performing no such tests.
We can and will seek legal remedies to 

this situation. Unfortunately, those remedies 
could very well involve suing the county for 
release of public records, which ultimately 
would cost the county — and taxpayers 

— money.
In the meantime, readers can help.
We know these records are important to 

people; when we don’t publish them, readers 
call me. And I’m not publishing them now 
because without location information, the 
logs are essentially useless.

You can call Zupke and tell him that you 
believe public information should be pub-
lic — that the information he has decided to 
withhold doesn’t belong to him, it belongs to 
taxpayers who expect him to follow the law.

His phone number is 715-685-7640. 
Press 4 and then enter his last name to get 
directly to his desk. See if you have any bet-
ter luck getting answers about why a public 
official would withhold public information 
from the public, when doing so could actu-
ally endanger the public that he is sworn to 
protect.

Peter J. Wasson is managing editor of the ashland 

daily press.
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Zupke withholds critical public information

a sample of recent logs from the ashland County sheriff’s department. The blank areas in 
the upper left normally would include the location of the events listed.


