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LUHS WINGS: Rising from the ashes

LUHS’ special education program grows after August fire

Jake Schexnaydre
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Led by special education instructor Jeannine
Pfeifer, the WINGS program (Working Independ-
ently and Gaining Self-Determination) is a special
education program designed for Lakeland Union
High School (LUHS) students aged 18-21 to re-
ceive job training at any number of local busi-
nesses in the Northwoods.

According to the Spring 2022 issue of LUHS’s
newsletter, The Quarterly Wing, the program
has formed employment partnerships and re-
ceived sponsorships with various businesses such
as Culver’s, The Waters of Minocqua, Save More
Marketplace, and The Lakeland Times.

WINGS had previously operated a coffee shop
known as the Nest N Brew on Highway 51 near
the Copy Cat Printing business. However, this
past August, Copy Cat had caught fire due to an
explosion from oxygen tanks in one of the vehi-
cles in the parking lot. No one was injured, but
the fire impacted the WINGS’ program store-
front. In spite of the setback, this program and its
participants have found a way to grow in a new
location.

Kid's Kloset

After the fire, WINGS was able to set up shop
at the local children’s clothing store, Kids Kloset,
on Sept. 1 in the plaza area next to Walmart in
Minocqua. Because of LUHS’ relationship with
the owner of the plaza, WINGS was able to take
over the Kid’s Kloset as part of the program.

In addition to manual tasks like sorting and
stocking items, Kid’s Kloset employees also learn
various business-related skills, such as marketing
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Kid’s Kloset student employee Marlend Manske stocks clothes on a rack.

and advertising. They are also given opportuni-
ties to produce their own items to sell to cus-
tomers. Some of their merchandise sold ranges
from personalized coffee mugs and tote bags to
beaded keychains and terrariums. Employees are
also tasked with setting and achieving daily goals
in accordance with a word of the day, their word
this past week was “age appropriate.”

Despite the fire, student morale for the pro-
gram has not weakened; it has only grown
stronger. Student employees have adjusted well
to working at the Kid’s Kloset and have gained
valuable experience in the process. “This is an op-
portunity for us to make lemonade out of
lemons,” WINGS instructor Jeannine Pfeifer said,
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WINE WALK SPECIALS

Saturday Oct. 15th 4-8§ PM

Storewide Savings
Up to 50% Off

GRAB BAGS
$ 5 & $1O

Wine Walk Tickets
Available Until
S5pm Friday

GK ‘ Golden Karat Jewelers

715-356-7517 - DOWNTOWN MINOCQUA - 800-766-4367

3PAGHETT)
FUNDRAISER

Tuesday, October 18th
4:30PM - 7PM

MJ1 SCHOOL CAFETERIA

GLUTEN FREE OPTION, DESSERTS, RAFFLES,
COLORING CONTEST, AND MORE!

EVENT SPONSPORED BY

the MJ1 Firebird Foundation
Funds raised will go toward MJ1 Playground Improvements

Reservations appreciated, but not required.
See link in Firebird Flash to RSVP or call Balie Strasburg (715) 892 1918

by Monday, October10th, 2022
1 0. 0.0.0.0,0.0.0.0.0. 0001

VP 995961 )
VITAE sErtic
A Division of Howard Bros. Inc

Septic Pumping and Septic System Installation
11548 Lemma Creek Rd. * Arbor Vitae, Wl 54568  715-356-4338

WINTER DRIVEWAY BLUES?
Get Your Driveway Ready for Summer!

SON EXCAVATI
G\-‘“N Since 1967 G, Ing

+:715-356-5188

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRIVEWAYS €
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
Trucking + Loader * Dozer
Backhoe Work + Red Granite
Sand + Stump Hauling * Gravel

Neat, Quality Work You Can Count On

i Shriqk

Dave Kazer - lazerkazer@gmail.com I
-------------‘
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Kid’s Kloset student employee Christina Krause oper-
ates a cash register during a transaction.

Celebrating 42 years in business!

We are at the last week of our 2022 season.....the last week
Jfor your Bayou fix! It s time that snow word has appeared in the
weather report, maybe they will be wrong! 1'd like to enjoy the
color a little longer!

Stop in to the Steamboat Lounge for your favorite liba-
tion..... Hurricanes are brewing, Cran Mules have been a
favorite, Cajun Martinis and Cajun Bloodys.

Dinner...be sure to make a reservation, to enjoy the
Sampler, Cajun Roast Duck, Etoufees, Blk Prime Rib
Harvest Bisque is so good!... save room for dessert or we can
pack it to send home with you!

Make this the week you visit the Blue Bayou.....or next year
we’ll say we 've been waiting 43 years for you to dine with us!

This is short and sweet, as it’s a busy week, but I'll have my
last ‘Thank you’in next week!

Area Happenings:

10/14-16. Womens Weekend @ Camp Manitowish

10/14. Artist Reception for John & Barbara McFarland
@ the MWCC

10/14 Be Bald Be Free Day!

Here's to you Stevie and Frank & all having Chemo!
10/14. Spider Man Day!/anyone have a small adult costume?
10/15. Sweetest Day/it’s not a greeting card holiday,

stop in I'll tell u the story!

10/15. I love Lucy Day/remember the chocolate factory episode?
10/15. Nat’l Grouch Day/send them some sweetness!
10/16. Nat’l Boss Day/Happy day to all of you!

10/18. Blue Bayou CLOSED/ Private Party/OLQP

10/19. Mahjong American Style/Koller Library

10/19. Get to know your Customer Day/Mine are the best!
10/20. Blue Bayou CLOSED/Private Party/MW Lions
10/20. InterN tl Chef Day!/Thank you Matt, Brian, Chris!
10/20. Mother-in-law Day/Will Burton & Jess remember?
10/21-23. Womens Fall Getaway/Camp Jorn

10/22. Last night to dine at the Bayou for 2022!

18 miles north of Woodruff at the Spider Lake Bridge.
It's the big BLUE building. Come by car, boat or sea plane.
or we will pick you up at the Manitowish Waters Airport!
715-543-2537

Check our Facebook for updates
on hours and services available
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“and even though something tragic has happened,
we have to look at this as an opportunity.”

A couple of student employees have shared
their experiences, Christina Krause a first-time
worker and Marlend Manske. When asked about
what their favorite part of their jobs are, they
both said it was greeting the customers. “We
have some ups and downs,” Manske stated, “but
we usually work through them and talk about it.”

The expansion to the Kid’s Kloset has not only
yielded an expanded customer base, but it has
also allowed for generous support from the com-
munity. Many of the customers would go into the
store, whether it would be to donate clothes, shop
around for new clothes, or just to inquire about
the WINGS program.

As Pfeifer described, “A lot of the community
members who have come in and shopped have
said that this has been a needed resource, that
they’re very glad that it’s still here and that we’re
able to continue keeping it going as a resale store

and to also provide a service to the community.”

Grand re-opening ceremony
Kid’s Kloset will have a grand re-opening and
ribbon cutting ceremony on Nov. 9 from 10 a.m.

\ﬂs

Some of the Thunderblrds merchandise, including hats, mugs, and drink koozies, made by WINGS participants.

to 2 p.m., as part of the store’s rebranding. It will
be sponsored by Papa Murphy’s, with live radio
coverage provided by 94.5 WRJO. The event will
have food, and raffle baskets containing items do-

nated from the community. Pfeifer is expecting a
great turn-out at the event.

After the fire at Copy Cat, the program has
evolved to something stronger for the betterment

“This is an opportunity for us to make lemonade out of lemons, and even though
something tragic has happened, we have to look at this as an opportunity.”

Jeannine Pfeifer, LUHS WINGS instructor

of not only school but also for the Lakeland com-
munity. With their sights set on new businesses that they’re also needed.”
for student employment, there are no signs of this
stopping. Pfeifer said, “It’s been really great for jakeschexnaydre@lakelandtimes.com.

Jake Schexnaydre may be reached at

the students to know that they are supported and
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CLOSED MONDAY / Tues-Thurs 7Zam-2pm
Friday 7am-8pm / Sat & Sun 7am-2pm

Friday Fish Fry « Perch Available!
1107 Hwy. 47 « Downtown Woodruff

715-356-4462

East of the intersection of Hwy 51 & 47, across from the Lumberjack Show

= (learview
— SM/U er 8 Club

ST. GERMAIN, WI

Ce&ératmg Over 100 yearé.
OP]EN WEDNESDAY T]HRU SATURDAY AT 4 PM.
Come by Car, ATV, or Boat!

WEEKEY SPECIALS

Wednesday: *Pasta Night!*
Thursday: Pot Roast - $14.99,
and Liver & Onions - $13.99
Friday: Fish Fry - $15.99
Saturday: Prime Rib (King & Queen)

Ao FAMOUS foT our Prime Rib, Martinis & Old Fashioneds
715-542-3474

On Big St. Germain Lake, 8599 Big St. Germain Drive
(2 mi. north of St. Germain off Hwy. 155)

www.clearviewsupperclub.com | §

Let Us Cook for You!

[ ]
L J
- Live Piano Music

Thursday thru Sunday

SMOKEY'’S

Fine dining with a touch of the Northwoods

715-543-2220 Wednesday - Sunday
smokeysdining.com 4:30 - Close

6410 COUNTY HWY W « MANITOWISH WATERS, W1
RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED. OPEN YEAR ROUND!

'LA@K BEAR B AR

) 9 ¥ 4::_311045 Hwy.
y ob: 9 70W,

Mmocqua

MINOCQUA, WI - (715) 358-2116

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Lunch & Dinner 11am-9pm
Pizzas 4+ Burgers ¢ Steaks 4 Tacos
Sandwiches ¢ Wraps 4 Chicken
Award Winning BBQ Ribs

OUTDOOR DINING

Breakfast 9 to Noon:
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY

NORTHWOODS

Dm& Enterlainment:



