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‘A healthy level of dislike’
Former East, West players recall days of intense battles on, off the field

BY RICH PALZEWIC
CORRESPONDENT

GREEN BAY – Thou-
sands of  players have par-
ticipated in the historic 
Green Bay East-Green Bay 
West football rivalry in its 
100-plus years of  existence.

The two most famous 
players are perhaps East’s 
Curly Lambeau and West’s 
Arnie Herber — both mem-
bers of  the Pro Football 
Hall of  Fame.

Lambeau, one of  the co-
founders of  the Green Bay 
Packers in 1919, starred at 
East just a few years earlier.

He later coached at his 
alma mater from 1919-21, 
compiling a 14-4-3 overall 
record.

Lambeau coached the 
Packers and East at the 
same time from 1919-21.

In 1964, Lambeau was in-
ducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of  Fame as a coach — 
for his work with the Pack-
ers, where he helped the 
club win six NFL champi-
onships.

The quarterback Herber 
played at West in the mid-
1920s.

He played for the Packers 
from 1930-40 and helped the 
club win four NFL cham-
pionships. He was also a 
three-time NFL passing 
yards/touchdown leader.

Several other famous 
players have played in the 
East-West game, but most 
of  the combatants have 
been your average high 
school student-athlete — 
living out their passions on 
the gridiron.

The Press Times caught 
up with four former play-
ers — two each from East 
and West — and got their 
thoughts about their play-
ing days, the rivalry and the 
current state of  a�airs at 
each respective school.

Bob Fisher – East
Bob Fisher, a 1970 East 

graduate, was a chiroprac-
tor for 30 years in New Jer-
sey before moving back to 
the Green Bay area in 2008.

The 70-year-old Fisher 
played in the 1968-69 games 
and said he still has great 
memories — and a few 
memorable moments — 
from his playing days.

“In 1968, we had some 
good players, but we didn’t 
win many games,” he said. 
“We played West in the last 
game of  the season at Lam-
beau Field, 10 months after 
the Ice Bowl, and they were 
expected to beat us. That 
game started slowly for us 
— we began with a three-
and-out and punted. West 
blocked the punt for a safe-
ty out of  the end zone, then 
they returned the ensuing 
kicko� for a touchdown. 
Just like that, it was 8-0.”

Fisher said head coach 
Gene Bray calmed the team 
down.

“We got a touchdown 
after that and then scored 
another time in the first 
half,” he said. “I didn’t play 
much my junior year, but I 
kicked. I got in for two plays 
that game (at Lambeau 
Field) and kicked both ex-
tra points.”

Fisher still has the kick-
ing shoe he used to kick 
those extra points hanging 
on his wall.

“Our defense made a tre-
mendous goal-line stand 
in the second half  to stop 
West,” he said. “Glen Gore 
— the star of  the goal-line 
stand — got kicked in the 
head and was woozy. They 
brought the stretcher out, 
he got up and put himself  
on the stretcher — ev-
erybody on the sidelines 
laughed.”

East hung on to win, 14-8.
Fisher said after the 

game was even more inter-
esting.

“We had to get a police 
escort back to East because 
somebody — it was West’s 
homecoming — set their 
float on fire,” he said.

Fisher said Bray was a 
great coach.

“He was tough and de-
manding but fair,” he said.

In 1969, Fisher became a 
starter.

“Before the ’69 game, I 
think most of  the games 
with West were played at 
the end of  the season,” he 
said. “That game (at City 
Stadium) was the opening 
game of  the season. It was 
a beautiful day — we had a 
strong team.”

Fisher kicked the first ex-
tra point in a 25-6 win.

That 1969 team finished a 
perfect 8-0 and was ranked 
No. 3 in the state at season’s 
end behind Oshkosh and 
Fond du Lac.

“I think we had five 
shutouts, and that was the 
last perfect team at East,” 
Fisher said. “We had a 
tough game against Green 
Bay Preble at the end of  the 
season. They didn’t have a 
home stadium at the time, 
so they played their home 
games at City Stadium, too. 
We were the visiting team 
in our home stadium.”

Fisher spoke at his 52nd 
class reunion June 15 and 
compared the phrase “ille-
gal border crossing” in 1970 
to today.

“I was the master of  
ceremonies,” he said. “I 
said, ‘In days of  local yore, 
an illegal border crossing 
took place when a rabid 
band of  Red Devils faith-
ful would breach the mid-
span of  the Walnut Street 
Bridge to exchange pleas-
antries with their cross-
town rivals and have an 
intellectual debate, spiced 
with four-letter words and 
fisticuffs over who would 
prevail the next day in our 
little skirmish called the 

East-West game.’”
Like other alumni, Fish-

er said it pains him to see 
the struggles of  East today.

“I know (current head 
coach) Levi Nelson fairly 
well, and I know he and his 
sta� are doing a great job,” 
he said. “Levi is on the right 
track.”

Jim Anderson – West
Jim Anderson, born and 

raised in Green Bay, was a 
1961 West graduate.

“At that time, West was 
pretty dominant,” said An-
derson, who played o�en-
sive guard. “The three years 
I was there — two with the 
varsity — I don’t think we 

lost a football game.”
In those days, Anderson 

said the rivalry with East 
was intense.

“If  you lived on the west 
side, you didn’t cross the 
bridge — unless you were 
looking for a fight,” he 
laughed. “There were some 
pretty good boxing matches 
on both sides of  the river.”

Although Anderson said 
the rivalry was heated, it 
was probably already on 
the decline compared to 
earlier years.

“Honestly, at the time, 
I think it was more heated 
for the city than it was for 
the players — that’s from 
my perspective,” he said. 
“I remember the games (vs. 
East), but I can’t even tell 
you the scores.”

In 1959 and 1960, while 
Anderson was playing var-
sity, West won both games 
played at Lambeau Field by 
scores of  17-0 and 43-14, re-
spectively.

Dating from 1942 to 1962, 
the Wildcats won 18 of  the 
21 games played.

Anderson, now 79, played 
under head coach John Bi-
olo, but his position coach 
was Earl “Mike” Miller.

“Mr. Miller wanted the 

linemen to be the first on 
the field for practice and 
the last ones o�,” he said. 
“He was a great guy and 
later became head coach 
at West. He was pleasantly 
persistent — that was Mr. 
Miller.”

Anderson said it also 
pains him and his former 
teammates to see what’s 
happening at West today.

“It doesn’t seem right,” 
he said. “I don’t know what 
the answer is — is it 8-man 
football or moving to a dif-
ferent conference? Many 
city schools across the state 
are su�ering. New families 
with kids moving to the 
area are flying right over 
East and West, but they’re 
great schools.”

Dan Dugan – East
Dan Dugan, a 1990 East 

graduate, lived in the Bos-
ton area for 18 years but 
now resides in Miami.

Dugan was an all-con-
ference first-team quarter-
back during his junior and 
senior year and played un-
der head coach John Kols-
tad on the 1988-89 teams.

Dugan was also the 
Green Bay Metro Player of  
the Year and an all-state 
nominee his senior year.

“The program was in 
good hands with Kolstad,” 
Dugan said. “It was a tight-
knit crew, and Kolstad was 
great at building teams. Be-
ing a quarterback, I wanted 
to throw the ball 40 times a 
game, but we only threw it 
about 20 times — we had a 
balanced team. We passed it 
more than most teams back 
in those days.”

In 1988, West bettered 
East, 14-12, while the ’89 
game was a barnburner 
— an overtime victory for 
East, 28-27.

“We won that game in 
overtime on a 2-point con-
version,” Dugan said. “West 
was even with us during 
those times — we split with 
them my two years on var-
sity. They had some good 
players.”

Dugan said the rivalry 
was intense but there 
weren’t many shenanigans.

“It was a healthy level 
of  dislike amongst the two 
teams,” he laughed. “Tak-
ing the bus to the east side 
of  town my senior year af-
ter the game, at one point, 
coach Kolstad had the bus 
driver stop the bus – we 
all got o� and did double-
jacks while we chanted, 
‘Blood makes the grass 
grow green.’ It was in the 
spirit of  the game. It was an 
emotional rivalry, and both 
teams took it seriously.”

Dugan said he under-
stands the di©culties both 
schools are going through.

“It’s di©cult for all the 

alumni (to see what’s go-
ing on),” he said. “I’ve 
thought, ‘What can I do to 
help?’ Maybe as an encore 
career, I could somehow get 
involved in the program. 
It’s hard to watch your 
alma mater struggle like it 
is. Growing up on the east 
side, it was a big part of  
who I am today.”

Ronald Cecchi – West
Ronald Cecchi, the cur-

rent offensive coordinator 
for West, played for the 
Wildcats in the mid-1980s.

With quarterback Bud 
Keyes – who was drafted 
by the Packers in the 10th 
round of  the 1988 NFL 
Draft — under center, 
West was dominant dur-
ing that time.

“Right around that time, 
we won four consecutive 
conference champion-
ships — we were a power-
house,” said Cecchi, who 
played under head coach 
Earl “Mike” Miller. “East 
was just as competitive as 
us. They’d shut down the 
bridge leading up to the 
game — there was lots of  
trash-talking.”

Cecchi, who also had 
four boys go through the 
football program at West, 
said when it came to the 
East game, it was a hard-
hitting affair.

“During my senior 
year, I was in on special 
teams,” he said. “I took 
out their running back. 
You could hear the colli-
sion throughout the stadi-
um, and my facemask was 
turned sideways. I knew 
some of  the guys from 
East, but once we got on 
the field, it was all blood. 
Afterward, we were bud-
dies. Whoever won that 
game had bragging rights 
for the year.”

Cecchi said open en-
rollment has “really hurt 
West.”

“I know kids who 
should be playing at West, 
but they’re playing at 
(Green Bay) Southwest,” 
he said. “They live a block 
away from West — it’s a 
constant battle. When I 
played, we had 100 kids in 
the program.”

Under first-year head 
coach Drew Brusoe, Cec-
chi believes the program 
is heading in the right di-
rection.

“These kids haven’t laid 
down — they keep fight-
ing,” he said. “We’ve got-
ten rolled over in a few 
games, but they haven’t 
quit. I think we’re close 
to turning things around, 
but we need the numbers 
to increase.”

Former East player Bob Fisher kicked two extra points in the Red Devils’ 14-8 victory over West 
in 1968 at Lambeau Field. Fisher has one of those shoes on display at his house. 
 Submitted Photo

Fast facts about the East-West rivalry
•  The last East-West game played at Lambeau Field was 

in 1977.
•  The 1918 game was canceled three di�erent times due 

to an influenza epidemic. It was finally played Dec. 7, 
1918.

•  The largest crowd to ever witness the game came Oct. 
30, 1953, when 15,071 spectators attended.

•  The first night game was played Nov. 6, 1936.
•  Austin Straubel (Austin Straubel Airport) started for 

East. He graduated in 1923.
•  East and West shared the conference title in 1931, 1932, 

1939 and 1941.
•  From 1905-27, East was known as the “Hilltoppers.” 

They became the “Red Devils” in 1928.
•  West became the “Wildcats” in 1932. Before this, they 

were known as the “Purple Eleven.”
•  East and West first met Sept. 21, 1895, and played to an 

8-8 tie, but the game wasn’t recorded as an o�cial con-
test. East had eight players, while West had 10.

•  Of  the 116 games played, 14 took place at Lambeau 
Field.

•  West’s longest winning streak in the series is seven — 
from 1909 to 1915.

•  East’s longest winning streak in the series is 11 —  from 
1998 to 2008.

•  East’s 70-0 victory in 2018 is the largest margin of  vic-
tory.

•  East has won 18 of  the last 21 games in the series.
•  Head coach Tom Hearden, who starred at East in the 

early 1920s, took over the program in 1935. At one point, 
East won 32 straight games overall under Hearden’s 
leadership. He finished with a 51-3-2 record at East.

•  The 1930 game — a 2-0 victory for East — was the last 
played on Thanksgiving Day.

Anderson
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Notre Dame sweeps Preble on court
BY GREG BATES
SPORTS EDITOR

GREEN BAY – The Notre 
Dame Academy girls’ vol-
leyball team is showing 
early in its season it can be 
a serious contender to win 
the Fox River Classic Con-
ference (FRCC) title.

The Tritons were pushed 
at times by Green Bay 
Preble on on Sept. 15, but 
the home team pulled o� a 
sweep, 25-19, 25-22, 25-19.

Notre Dame opened its 
conference slate a week 
earlier by scoring a five-
set victory over Green Bay 
Southwest.

Tritons setter Alivia 
Jeanquart thinks her team 
is in the mix for the confer-
ence crown.

“I’m hoping that’s the 
vibe we’re putting out 
there,” Jeanquart said.

She noted there are a 
number of  keys to why the 
Tritons are playing well in 
FRCC play.

“I think definitely our 
communication and ener-
gy, just keeping it up as we 
kept moving,” Jeanquart 
said. “We just had to get on 
that roll and then we were 
going.”

A big reason Notre Dame 
is playing well in its confer-
ence schedule is because it 
has been pushed in noncon-
ference matches.

The previous weekend, 
NDA traveled to the Ger-
mantown Invite and went 

1-2 against good competi-
tion. It fell to state-ranked 
Pewaukee as well as Port 
Washington and beat Whit-

nall.
“Our biggest takeaway 

after the weekend — again, 
tough losses — was just 

finding a way to get out of  
the tough moments, espe-
cially when we’re strug-
gling. Who can be that 

person for it?” Notre Dame 
coach Katrina Costello 
said. “I think that’s going 
to continue to be our focus 

throughout the season is 
finding that one person that 
can really help us in a rut.”

Kimberly overwhelms young Tritons squad

Notre Dame Academy’s Sydney Whitehouse attempts to put a tip over the block of Green Bay Preble’s Andrea Butterbrodt during their match on Sept. 15. 
 Greg Bates Photo

BY JOSH STALOCH
CORRESPONDENT

GREEN BAY – The Notre 
Dame Academy boys’ vol-
leyball team made things 
interesting against a much 
more experienced Kimber-
ly squad on Tuesday eve-
ning at home in Fox Valley 
Conference action.

The Tritons took the sec-
ond set against the hard-
hitting Papermakers, but 
the visitors ended up pre-
vailing, 25-16, 22-25, 25-16, 
25-14.

“We’re a new program 
and our players are still 
getting used to winning,” 
said JT Deppe, one of  Notre 
Dame’s coaches. “But there 
were lots of  positives to-
night. I thought we had 
good energy. We’re dealing 
with an injury right now in 
the middle, and I thought 
Quinn Conway, who’s nor-
mally a setter, did a good 
job tonight — he stepped 
up.”

Kimberly came out ag-
gressive in the opening 
frame and had the Tritons 
on their heels until Jacob 
VanOoyen got his team 
fired up by scoring a big 
kill from the right side of  
the court. VanOoyen did it 
again from the same spot 
moments later to pull Notre 
Dame to within six at 16-10. 

The Papermakers 
wouldn’t let the Tritons get 
any closer in the first set. 
However, the home team 
did manage a couple of  
sharp back-to-back points 
late as Eli Bieker scored 
with a sneaky touch shot 
to open court, followed by 

a big kill from John Hackl 
to make it 24-16 before Kim-
berly shut the door.

The second set of  the 
evening started out with 
a flurry of  solid play from 
the Tritons as Hackl picked 
up where he left o� in the 
first with another kill that 
proved to be too much 
for the Kimberly defense. 
Shortly after, the front line 
trio of  Hackl, VanOoyen 
and Emmett Blaney shut 
down the Papermaker hit-

ters to score on a block to 
make it 3-0. 

Kimberly got back into 
gear and quickly cut the 
Tritons’ advantage to a 
single point at 9-8, but 
Bieker blasted a kill over 
the net that the Papermak-
ers couldn’t touch to make 
it 10-8 in dramatic fashion.

The Notre Dame front 
line came up big next, 
blocking shots to take two 
straight points and push 
the lead to four at 13-9. 

Feeling confident, the 
Tritons withstood Kimber-
ly’s e�orts at a comeback in 
the second set and finished 
things o� with a VanOoyen 
tip to open court to end a 
long point that was played 
well by both teams.

An early 2-0 lead for 
Notre Dame in the third 
set didn’t hold up for long 
as the Papermakers scored 
seven unanswered to take 
control of  things. VanOoy-
en’s height and powerful 

kill got the home team some 
points, but Kimberly was 
just too much, rebounding 
from the second set defeat 
for an 11-point victory in 
the third. 

The visitors needed that 
momentum to keep the 
scrappy Tritons at bay for 
the fourth and final frame 
of  the evening. Notre Dame 
battled the Papermakers 
to a 7-7 tie early on before 
Kimberly went on a big run 
to go ahead 18-9 and eventu-
ally cruise to victory.

“It was a good step to 

build on but we’ve got a lot 
more work to do,” Deppe 
said of  the Tritons’ victory 
in the second frame and 
their overall performance 
against a solid Kimberly 
team. “They’re doing well 
for a young group, only two 
seniors, a couple sopho-
mores, we only have eight 
guys. So there’s a lot of  
room to grow but they’re 
playing better all the time.”

The Tritons will be com-
peting in a tournament at 
Kenosha Indian Trail High 
School on Sept. 24.

Notre Dame Academy’s Jacob VanOoyen goes up for a kill against Kimberly on Tuesday night. 
The Papermakers won the match, 3-1.   Josh Staloch Photos

Notre Dame’s Quinn Conway meets Kimberly hitter Eli Kelly at 
the net as he tries to block a kill attempt on Tuesday.

See NDA page 26
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Preble girls’ cross country 
coach Dave Haller said. 
“You have to be ready, pres-
ent, and do the job.”

Preble senior Hailey No-
vitski (see Senior Spotlight, 
page 22) won her second 
race of  the season. She had 
a time of  20:41.2). Team-
mates Elise Smith (21:22.6), 
Gabrielle Haller (21:25) 
and Melana Webber (21:44) 
came in fourth, fifth and 
fifth, respectively.

“I’m really proud of  
Hailey for winning the 
individual city champion-

ship,” Haller said. “She has 
battled back from adversity 
this past year and has re-
ally been determined to be 
as good as she can be.”

Notre Dame’s Lauren 
Carlton (21:12.7) and Kinsey 
Gallagher (21:16.9) finished 
in second and third place.

East’s top runner was 
Adriana Garcia (22:08) in 
11 th .

“I’m proud of  our team 
for winning the team cham-
pionship,” Haller said. 
“Notre Dame has been so 
strong and given a di�erent 
day, if  they had all of  their 
girls healthy, it may have 
been a di�erent result.”

CROSS COUNTRY
from page 28

It was a total e�ort for 
Notre Dame (8-8, 2-0 FRCC) 
against Preble (3-8, 0-2).

The Tritons were pushed 
point for point in the open-
ing set. The Hornets tied 
the set at 19-19 before Notre 
Dame tallied the final six 
points to pull o� the 25-19 
win.

In the second set, Notre 
Dame held a comfortable 
12-2 advantage before Pre-
ble crept back into it. The 
Hornets came all the way 
back to tie the game at 22. 
That’s when Notre Dame 
took over.

Isabella Ricci registered 
a kill to put her team one 
point; the Tritons didn’t 
look back in a 25-22 victory.

Preble jumped out to a 7-2 
advantage in the third, but 
Notre Dame scored nine of  
the next 12 points to take 
a 12-11 lead. The Hornets 
didn’t get any closer than 
one point as the Tritons 
closed down the third on 
an 11-6 run. The final score 
ended up 25-19.

“Our serve receive re-
ally came through that last 
game, giving us opportu-
nities to go into o�ense, 
which put more stress on 
their defense,” Preble coach 

Brian Van Den Plas said. 
“We made a setter change 
after that second game. 
We needed a little bit more 
energy from what we were 
getting and for us, the girls 
really responded — not to 
the level of  winning, but to 
be super competitive.”

Even when the match 
was close at the end of  the 
third, Costello was support-
ing his players.

“Our huddles in between 
are just huge,” Costello 
said. “We really have to try 
to refocus on what our goal 
is and reminding them ev-
ery single time what we are 
accomplishing and what 

we want to accomplish 
and what that’s going to 
take. I think in that third 
set we tried to come out re-
ally strong knowing they 
weren’t just going to give us 
the match and we had to ex-
ecute and be aggressive on 

the net and defensively just 
pick it up a little bit.”

Notre Dame was led by 
Ricci with eight kills. Han-
nah Greisen, Sidney White-
house and Jaqueline Zacha-
rias all had five kills.

Jeanquart had a team-

high 17 assists. Madelyn 
Wolfram came through 
with 17 digs for Notre Dame.

Preble got five kills each 
from Andrea Butterbrodt 
and Mia Racine. Faith Vang 
had 15 digs and Aislinn 
Kong added 12.

NDA
from page 23

Preble libero Faith Vang receives a Notre Dame serve to get her team into its offense. 
 Greg Bates Photos

Runners from Preble, East High and Notre Dame Academy jockey for position at the start of the girls’ race during the Green Bay City Meet at Colburn Park on Sept. 15.  Josh Staloch Photos

Preble’s Louis Jean Baptist finished the Green Bay City 
Meet in fifth place with a time of 18.08.5, just ahead of 
Notre Dame’s Beckett Chambers, background. 

Notre Dame setter Alivia Jeanquart eyes a pass to a teammate as Adah Danen looks on vs. Preble. 






