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RUNNING THE TABLE

Carom Room owner David Coles Jr. wins pair of state titles

BELOIT — David Coles Jr. grew up with a pool
cuein his hands and can tell stories for hours
about some of the greats and near greats in

Beloit billiards history.

JIM FRANZ/BELOIT DAILY NEWS
David Coles Jr. operates the
oldest billiard business in
Wisconsin.

JIMFRANZ | Sports Editor

“Irealized the stories I was telling about
myself were getting older and older; Coles, 46,
said with a chuckle. “I thought, man,Idon’t do
anything anymore”

Coles took care of that a few weekends ago
when he traveled to Appleton and came back
with a pair of first-place plaques from the state
tournament. He became the first Masters divi-

sion pool player to ever win both the Wiscon-
sin State Pool Players Association 10-ball and
8-ball state tournaments in the same year.
“Isure didn’t expect to do that well
because I didn’t do anything to prepare,’
he said. “ButIended up winning them
both somehow.”
Coles hadn't competed at state
since 2017, but he had some pretty
good excuses. He’s had a few health
concerns, including temporary blind-
nessin hisleft eye in 2019, and a fall off
aladderin 2001 that nearlykilled him.
Mainly, though, the business just
became all-consuming. His father
passed two years ago, leaving him the
sole proprietor of Coles’ Carom Room,
the oldest operating pool hallin the
state.

More COLES | A20

Turner soph
Terrell wins
state debut

DAILY NEWS STAFF

MADISON, Wis. — D Ter-
rell’s first experience in the
WIAA state wrestling tourna-
ment was terrific on Thurs-
day while her
Beloit Turner
teammates
both dropped
their opening
matches.

After hold-
ingthe girls
tournament
at adifferent venue a year ago,
this season both the boys and
girls events are being held at
the Kohl Center.

Terrell (29-8) wonbya9-0
major decision over Isabel Jues of
Beaver Dam/Wayland Academy
inher firstmatch at 138 pounds.

She had arougher time of
itin her second match, losing
by pin to sophomore Madalyn
Sokolski of Bonduel in 39 sec-
onds on Thursday night.

Friday at approximately
10 a.m., Terrell will wrestle
Shannon Burlum of Cadott,
who also was pinned by Sokol-
ski on Thursday, in 19 seconds.

Turner teammate Sydney
Andrews (24-6),atwo-time state
qualifier,lost a tough match
to Claire Spilde of Stoughton
decided by tiebreaker, 5-3.

Competing in the Boys Divi-
sion 2 tournament at 132
pounds, Turner’s Zack Ries
(35-13) lost by pin to River Val-
ley’s Noah Radtke (38-7)in 1
minute and 30 seconds.

Terrell

More WRESTLING | A27

SoBos roar past Somonauk into regional title game

JIMMY OSWALD
Staff Writer

SOUTH BELOIT—Most
teams don’t have the luxury of
being able to emptyits bench
in the third quarter of a play-
off game.

But the South Beloit boys
basketball team isn’t like most
other squads.

The SoBos have a dynamic
offense that can score buckets
from the perimeter and inside
coupled with a stout defense
that can throw a mixed bag
of steals and blocked shots at
you.

South Beloit showcased all

of those traits in a 74-27 win
over Somonauk (10-21) inan
IHSA Class 1A regional semifi-
nal on Thursday night.

“We shot the ball really
well, which helped alot,” head
coach Matt Stucky said. “We
came out firing early. Were a
team with alot of seniors, guys
on theirlast run. The focus and
energyisthere”

After winning the opening
tip-off, the SoBos immedi-
ately got the ball into senior
Blake Ayotte’s hands. He
sank a three-pointer, and
South Beloit was off and
running.

“Wejust shot the ball super

well to start,” Stucky said. “And
we got enough stops to build
up alead. From there, our
defense takes over. We were
really good on both ends of the
court tonight?”

A wide magnitude of SoBos
scored in the opening frame as
the theybuilt up a27-9 advan-
tage over the Bobcats after the
first quarter.

With a comfortable lead,
the South Beloit defense
started to really find its
groove. Stolen passes and
blocked shots were aplenty in

the second quarter.

JIMMY OSWALD/BELOIT DAILY NEWS

Sophomore Ross Robertson works around two Somonauk defenders in

More SOBOS | A24

an IHSA Class 1A regional semifinal in South Beloit on Thursday
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SCOREBOARD

BASKETBALL

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
W L Pct GB

Boston 43 17 717 —
Philadelphia 39 19 672 3
Brooklyn 34 24 58 8
New York 33 27 550 10
Toronto 29 31 483 14

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Miami 32 27 542 —
Atlanta 29 30 .492 3
Washington 28 30 483 3%
Orlando 25 35 417 7%
Charlotte 17 43 283 15%

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 41 17 707 —
Cleveland 38 24 613 5
Chicago 26 33 441 15%
Indiana 26 35 426 16%
Detroit 15 45 250 27
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
W L Pct GB
Memphis 35 23 603 —
Dallas 31 29 517 5
New Orleans 30 30 .500 6
San Antonio 14 45 237 21%
Houston 13 45 224 22

Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Denver 42 18 700 —
Minnesota 31 30 .508 11%
Oklahoma City 28 29 491 12%
Portland 28 30 483 13
Utah 29 31 483 13

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

Sacramento 32 25 561 —
L.A. Clippers 33 28 541 1
Phoenix 32 28 533 1%
Golden State 29 29 500 3%
L.A. Lakers 27 32 458 6
Thursday’s Games

Denver 115, Cleveland 109

Boston 142, Indiana 138, OT
Orlando 108, Detroit 106

Toronto 115, New Orleans 110
Philadelphia 110, Memphis 105
San Antonio at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Utah, 9 p.m.
Golden State at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m.
Portland at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Friday’s Games

New York at Washington, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Miami at Milwaukee, 7:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Charlotte at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Houston at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
Toronto at Detroit, 12 p.m.
Indiana at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Miami at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Boston at Philadelphia, 8:30 p.m.
San Antonio at Utah, 9 p.m.

FOOTBALL

XFL
North Division
W L Pct PF PA

St. Louis 1 0 1000 18 15
DC 1 0 1000 22 18
Seattle 0 1 .00 18 22
Vegas 0 1 .000 20 22

South Division
W L Pct PF PA

Arlington 1 0 1000 22 20
Houston 1 0 1000 33 12
Orlando 0 1 .000 12 33
San Antonio 0 1 .000 15 18

Thursday’s Game
St. Louis at Seattle, 9 p.m.

Saturday’s Game
DC atVegas, 7 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
San Antonio at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Arlington at Houston, 7 p.m.

HOCKEY

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

GP W LOTPts GF GA
Boston 56 43 8 5 91 210 118
Toronto 58 35 15 8 78 200 156
TampaBay 57 36 17 4 76 206 169
Detroit 57 28 21 8 64 179 181
Florida 60 29 25 6 64 209 210
Buffalo 56 29 23 4 62 210 198
Ottawa 56 27 25 4 58 172 179
Montreal 57 24 29 4 52 156 207

Metropolitan Division
GP W LOTPts GF GA
Carolina 56 38 10 8 84 192 148
New Jersey 58 38 15 5 81 201 157
N.Y.Rangers 58 33 16 9 75 193 160
N.Y.Islanders 61 30 24 7 67 177 171
Pittsburgh 57 27 21 9 63 182 185
Washington 60 28 26 6 62 178 177
Philadelphia 59 23 2610 56 159 190
Columbus 58 18 35 5 41 146 214
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W LOTPts GF GA
Dallas 58 30 1612 72 188 152
Winnipeg 58 35 22 1 71 182 150

Minnesota 58 32 21 5 69 171 162
Colorado 55 31 19 5 67 173 155
Nashville 55 27 22 6 60 157 167
St. Louis 57 26 28 3 55 176 209
Arizona 58 20 29 9 49 158 205

Chicago 57 20 32 5 45 143 206
Pacific Division
GP W LOTPts GF GA

Vegas 57 34 18 5 73 186 160
Edmonton 59 32 19 8 72 225 196
LosAngeles 59 32 19 8 72 200 199
Seattle 57 32 19 6 70 197 178
Calgary 58 27 2011 65 189 180
Vancouver 57 22 30 5 49 19 234
San Jose 58 18 2911 47 174 213
Anaheim 59 18 34 7 43 149 248

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to
playoffs.

Wednesday’s Games

N.Y. Islanders 2, Winnipeg 1

Calgary 6, Arizona 3

Chicago 4, Dallas 3

Thursday’s Games

Minnesota 2, Columbus 0

New Jersey 4, Los Angeles 3, OT

Edmonton 7, Pittsburgh 2

Buffalo 6, Tampa Bay 5, OT

Anaheim 4, Washington 2

Detroit 4, N.Y. Rangers 1

Vancouver at St. Louis, 8 p.m.

Calgary at Vegas, 9 p.m.

Boston at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Nashville at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games

Buffalo at Florida, 7 p.m.

Minnesota at Toronto, 7 p.m.

Montreal at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.

Ottawa at Carolina, 7 p.m.

Los Angeles at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.

Colorado at Winnipeg, 8 p.m.

FASTBREAK: Wagner will leave
Rams after just one season

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Linebacker
Bobby Wagner is parting ways
with the Los Angeles Rams after
just one season,
aperson familiar
with the decision
said Thursday.

The person
spoke to The Asso-
ciated Press on
condition of ano-
nymity because
Wagner’s release won't be offi-
cial until after the start of the new
league year next month.

The 32-year-old Wagner was
outstandingin his only season
with his hometown Rams, who
signed him as a free agent last
March following a decade with the
Seattle Seahawks.

Wagner started all 17 games
at middle linebacker and made
140 tackles with a career-high six
sacks and even two interceptions
for the Rams, who went 5-12in
the worst season by a defending
Super Bowl champion in NFL his-
tory. Los Angeles’ defense soundly

Wagner

outperformed its offense through-
out the season.

Wagner signed a five-year deal
with $20 million guaranteed when
hejoined Los Angeles, but his
release before June 1 will create
$5million in salary cap savings
for the Rams, who are currently
about $14 million over the cap. His
release also results in $7.5 million
in dead money.

PRO BASEBALL

« FORT MYERS, Fla. — Infielder
Donovan Solano finalized a $2
million, one-year contract on
Thursday with the Minnesota
Twins, who added another pro-
ductive and versatile player to an
already deep bench.

The deal was agreed to on Tues-
day and completed after Solano
took a physical on Thursday. He
can earn an additional $250,000
in performance bonuses for plate
appearances: $25,000 each for
325and 375, $50,000 for 425 and
$75,000 apiece for 475 and 502.

Solano hit.284 with 16 doubles
and four home runslast seasonin
80 games for Cincinnati, playing

mostly first base.

PRO TENNIS

« NEW YORK — John McEn-
roe and Bjorn Borg will return
as Laver Cup captains this year,
when the team event moves to
Canada for the first time.

McEnroe willlead Team World
against Borg’s Team Europe at
Rogers Arena in Vancouver from
Sept. 22-24.

The only player named to either
six-man roster so far is Felix
Auger-Aliassime, a 22-year-old
from Montreal who is currently
No.9in the ATP rankings. His
best Grand Slam result was reach-
ing the semifinals at the 2021 U.S.
Open.

+ LOSANGELES — Serena Wil-
liams will be honored for her ten-
nis achievements, business suc-
cess and efforts to uplift the com-
munity at the NAACP Image
Awards this weekend.

The NAACP announced Thurs-
day that Williams will receive the
Jackie Robinson Sports award
during the ceremony, which will
airlive Saturday on BET.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michigan guard Kobe Bufkin (2) defends against Rutgers
guard Cam Spencer (10) during the second half Thurd-

say in Piscataway, N.J.

Michigan rolls
to 58-45 victory
over Rutgers

PISCATAWAY,NJ. —
DugMcDaniel scored
16 points and had five
steals as Michigan
rallied from an early
10-point deficit to earn
a58-45 win over Rut-
gers on Thursday night.

The win lifts the Wol-
verines into a three-way
tie with Maryland and
No. 17 Indiana for third
placein the Big Ten
Conference with three
games leftin the regu-
lar season. The top four
finishers earn abye into
the conference quarter-
finals.

Michigan was with-
out Jett Howard, who
averages just under 15

within one, 13-12 with
9:13 left. Dickinson hita
jumper to put the Wol-
verines in front, and
JoeyBaker hit a 3 with
2:12left fora25-211lead
and theyheld a 26-23
advantage at intermis-
sion.

Rutgers got within
apossession sev-
eral timesin the sec-
ond half, but Michigan
closed the game on a
10-3run.

Bufkin finished with
14 points with three
steals and three assists
for Michigan (16-
12,10-7). Dickinson
posted a double-double

points per game, and with 13 pointsand 11
the Wolverines man- rebounds.
aged justaMcDaniel Cam Spencer paced
3-pointer over the first ~ Rutgers (17-11,9-8)
six minutes while the with 11 points and
Scarlet Knights opened ~ seven rebounds. Clif-
a13-3lead. Hunter ford Omoruyihad 10
Dickinson hitajumper pointsand 10 boards.
and dunked, and Kobe Michigan plays host
Bufkin knockeddown  to Wisconsin on Sun-
a3andscored at the day. Rutgers plays at
basket to get Michigan ~ Penn State Sunday.
: his opening match to

WreStI : ng/ Dylan Weigel of Bel-
from A28 mont/Platteille (49-

Other areawrestlers ~ 7)ina 19-8 major deci-
inthe D-2 bracketsalso  sion.
had difficulties advanc- Parkview/Albany’s
ing. Wyatt Egan (40-8) lost

Brodhead/Juda’s by 15-5 major deci-

Joe Lohmar (39-10)
losta7-1 decision to
Chase Kostka of Regis/
Altoona (49-6) in his
opening match at 138.
Teammate Marcus
Mclntyre (41-5) lost a
tough 9-7 decision to
Landon Radtke of River
Valley (45-9).

Big Foot/Williams
Bay’s Chase Rodri-
guez(31-5) also fellin

sion to Dylan Soyk of
Kewaskum (44-7) at
195, but teammate Sam
Schwengels (47-5) did
pull out an 8-7 decision
over Brayden Albee of
Regis.Altoona at 182
pounds.

The Vikings’ Wesley
Egan at220received a
first-round bye and will
wrestles Friday morn-
ing.
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MLB hopes bigger bases mean more steals, fewer injuries

PEORIA, Ariz. — Like a vio-
lin virtuoso using a new music
stand, San Diego Padres third
baseman MannyMachado
noticed a difference right away.

Not onlyare the bases bigger,
but they feel different, too.

“It’s definitely different, for
sure; said Machado, a two-time
Gold Glove winner. “Theylook
better.Ijust got to kind ofkeep
playing with it and stepping on
itand kind oflike getting the feel
forit. Butit's definitely different
for sure”

Thebigger bases — going
from 15- to 18-inch squares —
are part ofaflurry of changes
byMajor League Baseball
designed to put more action
and athleticism backin the
game and make it more appeal-
ingto ayounger generation of
potential fans.

‘When the newrules were
adopted bybaseball’s 11-per-
son competition committee in
September, the four players on
the panel supported the big-
ger bases and voted against the
use of a pitch clock and limits on
defensive shifts.

The newbases — “Theylook
like a pizza box;’ Red Sox man-
ager Alex Cora cracked — cut
down the distance between
thebasesby41/2inches. The
distance between third and
home and home and first was
trimmed by 3inches.

It doesn’t sound like much,

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The new, larger base sits next to the older, smaller base at TD Ballpark Wednesday in Dunedin, Fla.

but the impact could be consid-
erable.

Instead of waiting around for
athree-run homer, bigleague
teams could tryamore aggres-
sive approach on the base-
paths. Coupled with new limits
onwhat MLB calls disengage-
ments — pickoffattempts or
steps offthe rubber —it's more
important than ever that pitch-
ersare quick to the plate and
strong-armed catchers stay
alert with runners on.

“The run game, prevent-
ingtherun game, is something
that we've talked about, we're

going to continue to talkabout,
because...the stolen-base
attempt should increase a good
bit,Ithink] Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts said.

Major league teams fin-
ished with 2,486 steals in 3,297
attempts last year, up from
2,214 steals and 2,926 attempts
in2021,according to Sportra-
dar, but much lower than 3,229
steals and 4,365 attempts a
decadeagoin2012.

In testingin the minors, two
Triple-Aleagues used the big-
ger bases for half of the 2021 sea-
son. One experienced a2.2%

increase in successful steals,
and the other posted 0.7%
increase.

The 2012 season — when
Mike Troutled the majors with
49 stolen bases — was the last
time the bigleagues surpassed
3,000 steals and 4,000 attempts.

“I've definitely been thrown
outbylessthan (41/2)inches...
somaybe that starts factoring
into results; said Chicago Cubs
second baseman Nico Hoerner,
who swiped a career-best 20
basesin 22 attemptslast year.

Ofcourse, italso gives the
majors’ top defensive first

basemen an even better chance
ofkeeping runners offbase alto-
gether.

“Ithinkit could help. It ll give
me anotherinch orso ofreach
onathrowthat wants to pull
me offthe base,” said Arizona
Diamondbacks first baseman
Christian Walker, who won his
first Gold Glove last year.

Besides the activity on the
basepaths, Major League Base-
ballis hoping the change will
help reduce injuries. While
testing the bigger basesin the
minors, therewas a 13% decline
inwhat theleague calls “injury
events near thebases” from
2021 to2022.

There’s more room for first
basemen to avoid getting
stepped on, or to pull their arm
awayin time to avoid a bat-
ter hustlingup theline. It also
should help avoid collisions all
over the diamond.

“Whenyouwalk on thefield,
youdon'treally noticeit, and
getting closer to thebag, you
definitely do noticeit;” said Cubs
first baseman Eric Hosmer, a
four-time Gold Glove winner. “It
seems like alittle flatter, too, as
well. Not onlybigger and longer,
but definitely alittle flatter.

“Butyeah, Ithinkit’s goingto
prevent some injuries, so I think
anytime you can even knock
that number down one or two
guys, that's well worth it”

Learn more about the April 4, 2023 Facilities and Operational
Referendums at any of our upcoming Community Informational Sessions.

First and Foremost, For Our Students

The School District of Beloit has served students and families for years. Our district has been the educational home to
generations of residents. We take pride in knowing that our community is filled with Purple Knights, carrying on our legacy.

The School District of Beloit Board will have two referendum questions
on the April 4th ballot.

Thursday, March 2, 4:30 p.m.
Monday, March 6, 1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 7, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, March 17, 4:30 p.m.

Friday, March 17, 5:30 p.m.

Monday, March 20, 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 21, 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 21, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 23, 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 22, 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 22, 5:00 p.m.

Todd Elementary - Gym

Grinnell Senior Center

Aldrich Intermediate - Library
Cunningham Intermediate - Library
McNeel Intermediate - Library
Kolak Education Center - Boardroom
Spanish/English

Robinson Elementary - Library
Converse Elementary - Library
Beloit Learning Academy - Gym
Gaston Elementary - Library
Fruzen Intermediate - Librart

Hackett Elementary - Library

Virtual meetings are also available.
Access our website for meeting dates, times, and links:
sdb.k12.wi.us/referendum

The questions as they will appear on the ballot:

Question 1: Facilities Referendum

Shall the School District of Beloit, Rock County, Wisconsin be authorized to issue
pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, general obligation bonds in
an amount not to exceed $19,500,000 for the public purpose of paying the cost
of a school facility improvement project consisting of: building infrastructure
improvements, including HVAC updates, school safety upgrades, roofing and
athletic facility improvements at Beloit Memorial High School; district-wide
capital maintenance improvements, including roof repairs; and acquisition of
furnishings, fixtures and equipment?

Question 2: Operational Referendum

Shall the School District of Beloit, Rock County, Wisconsin be authorized to
exceed the revenue limit specified in Section 121.91, Wisconsin Statutes, by
$14,000,000 for the 2023-2024 school year and by $9,000,000 for the 2024-
2025 school year, for non-recurring purposes consisting of operational and
maintenance expenses, including for technology, curriculum and instructional
materials, and social and emotional behavioral programs?
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Rangers new ace deGrom throws first bullpen session

SURPRISE, Ariz. — Jacob
deGrom came out of his first
bullpen session of spring train-
ing for the Texas Rangers on
Thursday feeling good after not
throwing off a mound the first
eight days of camp with his new
team.

“It was a small step, but a
stepin theright direction,’
deGrom said.

The two-time National
League Cy Young Award win-
ner was held out of the Rang-
ers first official workout Feb. 15
because of tightness in his left
side. He threw off flat ground
four days after that, and had
thrown about six bullpen ses-
sions before getting to Arizona.

Theright-hander threw 22
pitches, all of them easy fast-
balls, during Thursday’s ses-
sion. About half the pitches
were from a half-height

mound, and he then finished
onaregulation mound.

“They said just nice and easy;
deGrom said of what coaches
told him to do. “The goal of
today was tojust go through
my delivery, stay nice and
smooth....Not trying to do too
much, let everything getinline,
andlet my deliverybe nice and
clean’

DeGrom said the plan mov-
ing forward was to keep pro-
gressing, build up his pitch
count and getin some games.
His first bullpen session
came aday before the Rang-
ers'scheduled Cactus League
spring opener, and exactly five
weeks before the regular sea-
son opens at home March 30
against NL champion Philadel-
phia.

“Felt really good,” he said.
“The past few days have felt

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rangers pitcher Jacob deGrom has been off to a slow start in spring

training.

really good, felt back to nor-
mal’

Texas signed deGrom to a
$185million, five-year contract
in December. The 34-year-old

deGrom spent the first nine
years of his bigleague career
with the Mets, but injuries lim-
ited him to 156 1/3 innings

in 26 starts over the past two

seasons.

After missing the final three
months of the 2021 season with
right forearm tightness and a
sprained elbow, deGrom was
shut down late in spring train-
inglast year because of a stress
reaction in his right scapula. He
didn’t pitch in the bigleagues
last season until August, then
became a free agent for the first
time.

He felt what he called minor
tightness in his left side after
getting to Arizona, and told
team officials about it. His right
arm has felt good throughout.

“Thelast thing you want to
dois comein and say, left side’s
alittle sore. But, you know, we
were cautious with it,” deGrom
said. “Looking at it now, I think
that was the right step. You've
still got time to build up and get
ready.

GUTTERS - ROOFING - INSULATION | Larson Home Services

If you’re in need of help with your gutters or roofing, you’ve come to the right place. Larson Home Services has been in business
since 2001, and over the years we have perfected the art of installing GutterShutter seamless gutters, GAF roofing, and much more.

“The team from Larson Home Services just completed our insulation
project. Brandon, Connor and Andy completed the work in a
high quality, professional, timely and responsive fashion. | would
definitely recommend Larson Home Services to complete a home
improvement project. The current insulation project and the new
roof and gutters that Larson installed last summer have both
exceeded our expectations.”

- Richard B

Yokokkk

WI. LIC. DC-1109004

Stress-free financing available for homeowners throughout Wisconsin

CALL NOW TO GET A
FREE ESTIMATE!

608-596-6002

YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL HOME SERVICE COMPANY - BACKED BY SOLID WARRANTY COVERAGE!

AR-AT230209_123111
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Pickett’s big 2nd half lifts Lions past OSU

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
Jalen Pickett scored 21
of his 23 points in the
second half, Seth Lundy
added 19 points and
Penn State beat Ohio
State 75-71 on Thurs-
day night.

Pickett scored Penn
State’s final 14 points,
including a three-point
play with 59.1 seconds
left for a four-point
lead.

Ohio State forward
Justice Sueing scored
inside to get within
two points, but Pick-
ett made it a two-pos-
session lead again after
two more free throws at
28.5. The Buckeyes had
five 3-point attempts on
their final possession
but couldn’t get one to
drop.

Camren Wynter
made four 3-pointers
and scored 18 for Penn
State (17-11,8-9 Big

Ten). The Nittany Lions
made two 3-pointers
early in the first halfto
set anew single-season
record with 295 makes.
Penn State finished 10
of 19 from distance,
with four makes from
Lundy.

Each team had two
double-digit scorers in
a 37-all first half. Ohio
State shot 52% from the
field with Brice Sensa-
baugh scoring 14 and
Bruce Thornton add-
ing 10. Lundy had 14
points for Penn State
and Wynter made three
3-pointers and added
11 points.

Sensabaugh fin-
ished with 20 points
for Ohio State (11-17,
3-14). Thornton added
19 points and Sue-
ing had nine points,

10 rebounds and four
assists.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Penn State guard Evan Mahaffey, left, shoots in front of Ohio State forward Justice Sueing during the first half Thursday

night in Columbus, Ohio.

Our Saviors Vikings collect 40th victory
BELOIT — The Our Saviors Vikings rolled up their

40th win of the season and maintained a 7.5-game

lead in the Beloit Church Dartball League standings.
Our Saviors Vikings (40-8) has an .833 winning

percentage.

Thebattleis for second place. The St.JohnJets (32-
15) hold aone-gamelead over both the R.0.L. Light-

ningand Trinity Eagles, both 31-16.

« FULL STANDINGS: Our Saviors Vikings (40-8), St. John Jets (32-15),
R.OL. Lightning (31-16), Trinity Eagles (31-16), Good Shepherd Chiefs (31-
17), Our Saviors Trolls (22-26), Faith Flyers (15-32), Sun Valley Heat (14-33),
Christ Lutheran Pelicans (12-36), Messiah Thunder (9-38).

« RESULTS: St. John Jets 0-3-8 at Faith Flyers 1-4-0; Trinity Eagles 1-5-1 at
Messiah Thunder 2-0-0; Good Shepherd Chiefs 3-5-5 at Sun Valley Heat
0-0-1; R.O.L. Lightning 5-2-9 at Our Saviors Vikings 2-5-7; Our Saviors
Trolls 6--7-3 at Christ Lutheran Pelicans 7-6-1.

« HOME RUNS: C.Pingel (Good Shepherd Chiefs), D. Rounds (Sun Valley
Heat), M. Andrews 2 (Our Saviors Trolls).

Turner moves boys hoops to Friday PM

BELOIT — Beloit Turner moved its Rock Valley
Conference boys basketball game against Whitewa-
ter originally scheduled for Thursday to Friday night.

The varsity game will tip offat 5:30 p.m.

Foresters 1st in MWC softball poll

GRINNELL, Iowa — Lake Forest has been selected
as the preseason favorite to win the 2023 Midwest
Conference softball championship in a vote of the
league’s nine head coaches.

The defending champion Foresters collected
five first-place votes and 60 points to edge out Illi-
nois College by one point (3 first-place votes and 59
points) in the poll.

Last season, Lake Forest went 15-1inleague play
towinits 11th program regular season title.

ICfinished second in the regular season stand-
ings at 12-3-1 before winning three straight games in
the MWC Tournament to capture its second straight
tournamenttitle.

Grinnell (51) was third in the poll, followed by
Monmouth (42), Cornell (38), Beloit (28), Ripon (23),
Lawrence (12) and Knox (1).

The 2023 season begins this weekend with Lake
Forest and IC in non-conference action. League play
begins April 1.

The MWC Tournament is scheduled for May
12-13 and will feature the top four teams. The win-
nerreceives theleague’s automatic qualifier to the
NCAAD-III Tournament.

Beloit was 12-23 overall last season and 7-9in the
MWC.

SOBOS/from A28

“We put alot of pres-
sure on the bigscorers,’
Ayotte said. “We crash
the boards pretty well.
We got abig man (Ross
Robertson), so (that
helps)”

The SoBos only
allowed two points on
one field goalin the sec-
ond quarter.

“Our defense was
really active,” Stucky
said. “Sometimes that
hurts us alittle bit. We
weren't being aggres-
sive with our feet, we
were aggressive with our
hands. Now, we get beat
and then we're out of
position.

“Wedid agood job
after that second quarter
beingin our right spots
and being active, using
our length against them.”

Robertson went off for
10 more points, includ-
ing an impressive play
where he clanged a short
three-pointer off the rim,
grabbed the rebound
andlaid downaboom-
ing dunk.

“Ross is one of my
favorite guysI've ever
played with,” Ayotte said
about the 6-foot-8 soph-
omore. “Heis amazing
ateverythinghe does at
basketball, on and off the
court.

South Beloitheld a
48-11lead by halftime,
and widened the mar-
ginto 63-20late into
the third quarter before
Stucky made the deci-
sion to pull his starters.

Robertsonled the

JIMMY OSWALD/BELOIT DAILY NEWS

South Beloit senior Leorence Kostka moves the ball up the court while being trailed by
two Somonauk defenders on Thursday night.

team with 21 points
while Ayotte had 15
points on five treys.
“Blake’s shooting is
just phenomenal,” Stucky
said. “He stepsinto the
gym and heisinrange.
Butheis also our best
passer. And defensively,
he’s got good length at
the top of our zone. He
gets alot of deflections”
The SoBos (26-5)
will face the winner of
Durand-Christian Life in

the regional champion-
ship Friday at 7 p.m.

Stucky said that while
South Beloit has faced
both squads this sea-
son and is familiar with
them, the mentality stays
the same.

“We've just got to do
ourjob, he said. “We've
done anicejob this year
understanding what our
roleis and being patient
with what the game
bringsus”

SOUTH BELOIT 74,
SOMONAUK 27
Somonauk.................. 9211
5—27

South Beloit........... 2721206—74

SOMONAUK (fg ft-fta pts)—
Bahrey 1 0-0 3, Haag 1 0-0 3,
Wikinson 2 1-1 5, Hannibal 2 0-1 4,
Johnson 5 1-2 12. Totals: 11 2-6 27.

SOUTH BELOIT (fg ft-fta pts)—
Robertson 9 3-4 21, Cook 1 0-0 2,
Schober 2 0-0 6, Kostka 2 3-6 8,
Payton-Ruff 3 1-2 10, Peterson 2
0-2 6, Jackson 3 0-0 6, Ayotte 5 0-0
15. Totals: 27 7-14 74.

3-pointers: Somo 3 (Bahrey,
Haag, Johnson), SB 13 (Ayotte 5,
Payton-Ruff 3, Peterson 2, Schober
2, Kostka). Fouled out: None. Total
fouls: Somo 9, SB 9.
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Purdue's Edey builds strong case to be player of the year

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —
Brian Nash vividly remem-
bers the first impression
Zach Edeymade at IMG
Academy.

The school’s coaches were
fascinated with the bas-
ketball newcomer’s size,
his potential. They liked
his hands, the footwork he
developed playing other
sports. They thought he
could be college basketball’s
next big thing.

Five years later, the trans-
formation seems almost
complete — to the surprise of
Nash, IMG’s director of bas-
ketball operations. Edey, the
7-foot-4, 305-pound Cana-
dian, is compiling numbers
that show America’s biggest
player might also be its best
player.

“He’s the most domi-
nant player in the coun-
tryand I would have never
thought that would happen
this quickly; said Nash, who
spent more than 20 seasons
coaching at the college level
after playing at Kansas State.
“We looked at him as a piece
of clay”

This more polished ver-
sion of Edey creates the same
wonder among fans he did
with in Bradenton, Florida.
He towers over almost any-
one, his elbows reaching
most players’ necks thanks
to astanding reach of 9 feet,
9inches.

No. 5 Purdue eagerly
exploits its advantage in the
post when teams dare to sin-
gle-cover Edey, and Edey
gladly passes the ball when

extra defenders converge.
At times, the Boilermakers
seem content taking shots
and letting Edey score on
putbacks.

“It’'s amazing to see,” said
David Jenkins Jr., Purdue’s
sixth-year guard. “He’s kind
ofaone ofakind.I've never
played with someone like
him, probably never will
again.

It hasn’t always been this
way for the Toronto native,
who started his athletic
career playing hockey and
later added baseball. By 14,
hed given up both sports.

His desire to earn a col-
lege scholarship to help his
mother, Julia, eventually
led him to his most natural
sport and eventually to AAU
basketball and IMG. (His
motheris a former basket-
ball player.)

It didn’t take coaches
long to find a fit for Edey.
They put the 16-year-old on
asecond-tier team for one
year, primarily so he could
refine his skills and learn to
cope with the frustration of
smaller players pestering
him.

The next season, Edey
joined the school’s elite
national team, where he
fought for minutes with
three McDonald’s All-Amer-
icans, an experience that
helped shape Edey’s selfless
philosophy.

“Idon’t really care about
how many points I get,” he
said recently. “I'm going to
focus on rebounding, playing
defense, blocking shots. I'll

Purdue center Zach Edey (15) dunks against Penn State in West Lafay-

ette, Ind., on Feb. 1.

score the ball when I have to,
when I'm one-on-one but I'm
not going to force one up.’
Still, Edey stood out and
emerged as an intriguing
prospect. Santa Clara chased
him early, and Edey initially
appeared bound for Baylor.
But the IMG coaches advised
Edey to consider schools
that had demonstrated they
could develop big men.
Gonzaga and Purdue
emerged as finalists and
that’s when Purdue coach

his post skills and passion for
the sport.

By his sophomore season,
the workaholic emerged as
a solid option alongside first
team all-Big Ten forward Tre-
vion Williams and future
NBA lottery pick Jaden Ivey.
Edey wound up nearly dou-
bling his freshman stats, pro-
viding glimpses of his forth-
coming breakout season.

Edey opened this week
leading the Big Ten in scoring
(22.1 points) and rebounding
(12.7) — ranked fifth and sec-
ond nationally, respectively.
He’s 10th nationally in blocks
(2.4) and has become a ter-
rific interior passer.

Edey also is amatchup
nightmare for opponents.
Penn State coach Micah
Shrewsberry called him the
best player on the best team
in the country. And after
Edey shredded Michigan
State for 68 points and 30

AssOCIATED PRESs  rebounds in two games this
season, coach Tom Izzo just
shook his head.

Matt Painter entered the fray. ~ ~He’s bigger than any

When Edey initially arrived
at West Lafayette, he seemed
more project than prospect;
logging 14.6 minutes, scoring
8.7 points and grabbing 4.4
rebounds as a freshman in
the 2020-21 season.

But Painter knew there
was more to the guy known
to his mom as “Big Maple.” At
IMG, Edey had worked with
7-foot-1former NBA center
and Puerto Rican Olympian
Daniel Santiago to develop

player I've ever coached
against,” [zzo said. “When
at the end of the day you can
stop anywhere this side of
the equator and throw the
ballin the air and this mon-
ster is going to go getit, it
makes it a little easier ( for
Purdue’s offense).”

For Purdue, this week’s
focusis Saturday’s rematch
between Edey and Trayce
Jackson-Davis and No. 14
Indiana.

Alabama’s Miller stars amid probe of role in shooting

COLUMBIA,S.C. —
Alabama standout fresh-
man Brandon Miller was
in the startinglineup
and had a career-high
scoring game in a win
over South Carolina on
Wednesday night — one
day after police said he
delivered a gun ahead
of afatal shooting that
took place near cam-
pusin mid-January, and
hours after the univer-
sity said hed remain an
“active member” of the
No. 2-ranked Crimson
Tide and is not consid-
ered asuspect.

Alabama’s support
for Miller, one of college
basketball’s top players,
made little difference to
Gamecock fans at Colo-
nial Life Arena, who
focused on the 6-foot-9
forward even before the
Southeastern Confer-
ence game started. The
crowd booed each time
Miller touched the ball.

Miller, who finished

with 41 points, scored
the decisive basket with
0.9secondsleftin OT as
SEC-leading Alabama
beat South Carolina
78-76.

Authorities say Miller
is allegedly connected
to the shooting death of
23-year-old Jamea Jonae
Harris last month. Tus-
caloosa Police investiga-
tor Brandon Culpepper
testified this week that
Miller brought a gun to
now-former teammate
Darius Miles on the night
ofthe shooting after
Miles texted him and
asked him to do so.

Earlier Wednesday, an
attorney for Miller said
his client never handled
the gun officials say was
involved.

“Based on all the infor-
mation that we have
received, Brandon Miller
isnot considered a sus-
pectin this case, onlya
cooperative witness,’
the university said in

Culpepper testified that
Miles texted Miller to
bring him his handgun.

Standridge said in the
statement that Miles
asked Miller for aride to
aclub. Standridge said
Miles’ brought his “legal
handgun and leftitin the
backseat of Brandon’s
vehicle. Brandon never
saw the handgun nor
handled it”

Miles later texted
Miller to bring him the
gun. Miller never got out
of his vehicle, was not

part of the exchange with
Davis and did not inter-
act with anyone in Har-
) ) ASSOCIATEDPRESS  rig’ party, according to
Police say Alabama’s Brandon Miller brought a teammate the gun that was used in a fatal Standridge.
shooting near campus. Miller quickly drove off
astatement released who fired it and killed Standridge said. when gunfire took place,
Wednesday. Harris. Miller’s alleged Standridge said. When
Miller’s attorney, Jim “Brandon never involvement in the death Miller was told some-
Standridge, said hiscli-  touched the gun,wasnot ofHarris was detailed one was hurt and police
entnever handled the involvedinitsexchange  Tuesdayat a prelimi- wanted to speak to him,
gun owned by Miles, toMr.Davisinanyway,  naryhearing for Miles “he has fully cooperated
who prosecutors sayis and never knew thatille- and Davis, who both with law enforcement’s
accused of providing his  gal activity involving face capital murder investigation,” Stan-
gun to Michael Davis, the gun would occur, chargesin Harris’death.  dridge said.
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I have purchased all of my
vehicles through Tom Peck.
They are always courteous
and happy to help. They are

straightforward and don’t

‘OM P EO*

pressure you into buying
something you don’t want. |
tell all my friends to go to Tom
Peck. | don’t need to tell my
family because we all go there.
-Sara P.

CLINTON, WISCONSIN
LOCATED HWY. 140 AT 1-43
(608) 676-2273
1 (800) 895 3270
WWW.TOMPECK-FORD.COM

Saturdays + November-April

WINTER CRAFTER

—MD—

FAMMErS MARKET

9.am-12 pm - Indoors

Downtown Beloit Association
h57 E. Grand Ave.

PIOGUCE « (OGS « CAEESC « NONGY + bakEa G000Y
S6ar000 « MEat § POUTTY « § MOIC!

Visit the Downtown Beloit Association
website for a full list of vendors and how
you can support them,

downtownbeloit.com/us

For an interactive experience with
Downtown Beloit, download distrx.

Blackhawk Community Credit Union | International Flavors & Fragrance

Downtown Beloit Association | 608.365.0150 | www.downtownbeloit.com

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michigan head coach Jim Harbaugh gestures during the
first half of the Fiesta Bowl against TCU on Dec. 31,2022, in

Glendale, Arizona.

Harbaugh content
with Michigan job
despite challenges

ANN ARBOR, Mich. —
Jim Harbaugh has had
an eventful offseason,
from interviewing with
the Denver Broncos to
talking with the NCAA
about possible viola-
tions in Michigan’s foot-
ball program and firing
an assistant coach under
investigation by police.

“Compare us to per-
fect,and we're going to
come up shortin the
major areas, Harbaugh
said Thursday in his first
remarks to reporters
since the season ended.
“Compare us to any
other program, I think
youre going to see that it
doesn’t get any better.”

Avyear after saying
the door was closed on
areturn to the NFL, the
former San Francisco
49ers coach talked with
the Broncos about their
vacant coachingjob that
was later filled by Sean
Payton.

Harbaugh said multi-
ple coaches on his staff
had conversations with
NFL teams and chose to
stay at the school.

“I'm one ofthem,” he
said. “People do what
they think is best for
them professionally and
personally”

There was, though,
one coaching change.
Co-offensive coordina-
tor Matt Weiss was fired
in January after he failed
to attend a meeting to
discuss whether he had
gained access to com-
puter accounts belong-
ing to other people,
according to documents
released by the school.

“Idon’treally know
anything and if1did,I
don’t think I could com-
ment on it; Harbaugh
said.

Shortly after the Wol-
verineslost 51-45 to

TCUin the College Foot-
ball Playoff semifinals,
Michigan announced it
received notice that the
NCAAislookinginto
potential rules infrac-
tions in the football pro-
gram.

The investigation
involves impermissible
texts and calls — includ-
ing some by Harbaugh
— to high school pros-
pects during part ofa
pandemic-related dead
period for contact with
potential recruits. The
NCAA alsoislooking at
whether amember of
Michigan’s off-field foot-
ball staffviolated rules
by doing on-the-field
coaching during prac-
tice.

Harbaugh told NCAA
investigators in multi-
ple meetings last month
that he will not agree
to anunethical con-
duct charge, according
to aperson familiar with
the situation. The per-
son spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition
of anonymity because
details of the investi-
gation have notbeen
shared publicly.

Harbaugh told report-
ers he was unable to
comment on the NCAA
matter.

A fewhours Har-
baugh’s news confer-
ence to preview spring
practice, the Ann Arbor
police posted avideo on
Twitter that showed the
coach helping an offi-
cer move a fallen tree out
of astreet duringanice
storm the previous night.

“Youre a good man,’
officer Howard Cooper
said to Harbaugh.

“Feel free to spread the
word on that,” Harbaugh
said. “Don’t feel like you
have to keep that to your-
self”
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Horschel, Bramlett tied for lead in Honda Classic

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Billy Horschel tees off on the fourth hole in the first round of the Honda Classic Thursday
in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.

Sp
5044 [ Ok
R

“1 SE"IIlg Walk-InTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

NORTH AMERICA'S

Now you can finally have all of the
soothing benefits of a relaxing warm
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing
shower while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s

FREE Shower Package!

v First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to offer a
seated shower option

v High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best
of both worlds—there isn’t
a better, more affordable
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*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during
the promational period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during
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PALMBEACH GAR-
DENS, Fla. — Billy
Horschel has neverwon
aPGA Tour eventin his
home sstate of Florida. His
quest to change thatis off
toafinestart.

Horschel shota5-under
65 on Thursday, tying
him with Joseph Bram-
lett for the first-roundlead
intheHonda Classicat
PGA National. Bramlett
had abogey-free round;
Horschel had sixbirdies
and onebogey.

“Just played really solid,’
Horschelssaid. “Didn’tdo
anythingspecial. Hitsome
qualityiron shots here and
there.Iwouldnt say every-
thingwas sort of auto-
maticand it was easy.Ihad
tojustsort of work myway
into making some good
swings here and there. But
overall, itwas areallysolid
day ofgolf”

Horschel's pre-Honda
preparationsincluded a
trip to the doctor, finally
givingin and gettinga pre-
scription after trying to
fight offasinus infection
for afew days. He might
havefelttired, butitdidn't
show.

The 65was his best score
in33roundsasaproat
PGA National. Hed shot 66
on two previous occasions.

“Listen, there’sno
secret; said Horschel, who
played his college golfat
Florida. “Itsnotasecret.I
grind.Iworkhard.Itsno
secretout here thatIwork
really; reallyhard outhere.
But thisweek with justthe
way I'm feelingand every-
thing, energy’sstill not
completely 100 percent
everyday”

Bramlett scrambled
nicelywhenhehadto.He
missed six of 14 fairways
and hit 13 of 18 greens.

“Idefinitely like when
the conditions are diffi-
cultand guys have toreally
earnit; said Bramlett, who
hasneverwononthePGA
Tour. “Tthink that’s histor-
icallyalways been inmy
favor”

Pierceson Coody —a
sponsor exemption play-
inghis first PGA Tour
eventasaprofessional —
finished the firstround at
4under, alongside Justin
Suh. Coodyhas twowinsin
15starts on the Korn Ferry
Tour since turning proin
June.

“Itreallyjust feelslike
another professional
event; the grandson of
1971 Masters champion
Charles Coodysaid. “T've
onlyplayed (15) profes-
sional events. But other

than the biggrandstands
it'snotthatdifferent. Youre
just playing golf, you're try-
ingtoputagoodscore
together. Noreal nerves
outthere. Justhappyto
playwell”

Suhmissed a10-foot
birdie putt on hislasthole
—No.9 —thatwould have
tied him for thelead.

+DIVOTS: Playwas
suspended for darkness
just past 6 p.m.,and four
groups were unable to fin-
ish. Carson Youngwas at
4under with three holes
left to play.... Past Honda
champion Sungjae Im, the
top-ranked playerin the
field at No. 18, birdied the
lastand shot 3-under 67.
..Past Ryder Cup captain
Padraig Harrington played
with the 2023 Ryder Cup
captains, Luke Donald of
Europe and Zach Johnson
ofthe U.S. There was abit of
Cup talk during the round.
“He'saniceresource. He
loves the Cup and repre-
sented itwell, Johnson
said of Harrington. John-
sonshot68,Donald 71 and
Harrington 72.... Defend-
ingchampion Sepp Straka
opened with a 1-under 69.
..Monday qualifier Parker
Coody, Pierceson’s twin
brother, shot 74.

Experience the K&H Difference

CALL 815-637-6946

www.khexteriors.com

Award Winning Company
Energy Star Awarded Products

Highly Qualified Professional Installation
Locally owned since 1961
Fully Licensed & Insured
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Soccer hotbed St. Louis finally lands an MLS team

ST.LOUIS — When season
tickets sales began for Major
League Soccer’s newest team,
St.Louis City SCleaders figured
theydbe ahot ticketin a city
with a deep love for the sport.

Even they were caught off
guard by the response: More
than 60,000 deposits for the
19,000 available season passes.

“St. Louisans are so proud of
their city and so supportive of
anythinglike this,” team Presi-
dentand CEO Carolyn Kindle
said. “Thad no ideahow crazy
that support was going to go.”

Seven years ago, the NFL's
Rams departed for Los Ange-
les after making the case that
St.Louis wasn't big enough and
lacked the corporate support
for three pro sports franchises.
Soccer fans beg to differ.

The privately built,

22,500-seat, $458 million
CityPark Stadium s spurring
new development in the west-
ernarea of downtown. Team
merchandise sales ranked in
the top fivein MLS in 2022 —
before the team played a game.

The franchise-opener is Sat-
urday in Austin, Texas. The first
home game is March 4 against
Charlotte.

“It's abig thing for the city,
notjustfor soccer, said Dave
Lange, a St. Louis soccer histo-
rian. “There’s alot of pent-up
enthusiasm?”

MLS Commissioner Don
Garber said he believed theloss
ofthe Rams “helped energize
the community to get behind a
sporttheylove’

“In order to be successful
insports youneed to have a
devoted, committed owner,
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TODAY!

Tundraland Home Improvements.

youneed to have a great facil-
ityand you need to have amar-
ket that reallyloves and under-
stands the game, Garber said.
“We have all three of those in
placenow”

Lange, author of “Soc-
cer Made in St. Louis: A His-
tory ofthe Game in America’s
First Soccer Capital,” said the
firstrecord of soccer playin St.
Louis was in 1872. European
immigrants brought the love
ofthe game with them, and
passed it down.

Soccerbecame the sport of
choice in the region’s Catho-
lic schools and it flourished.
Five St. Louis residents started
for the 1950 World Cup team
that pulled off what is still rec-
ognized as one of the sport’s
greatestupsets, a 1-0 defeat of
England. St. Louis University
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became a soccer powerhouse,
winning 10 national champi-
onships.

Evenindoor soccer was pop-
ular. The St. Louis Steamers
arrived in 1979 and played to
sellout crowds. Lange recalled
how he could feel the old Arena
shaking during many games.
“The noise and passion levels
were incredible;” he said.

Amid thatbackdrop, it was
perhaps surprising it took so
long for St. Louis toland in the
MLS.Infact,a2017 effort to
getateam failed when voters
turned down a ballot measure
to help fund anew stadium.

Avyearlater, Kindlerecalled
howheruncle, Andy Taylor,
called a family meeting to dis-
cuss soccer. Taylor is executive
chairman of Enterprise Hold-
ings, the nation’s largest car
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rental company. Heis the son
of founder Jack Taylor. Kindle is
Jack Taylor’s granddaughter.

Kindle said her previous con-
nection with soccer ended
when she played on her eighth-
grade “C” team. But she and the
rest of her familyrecognized
the potential that MLS could
bringto St. Louis and sought a
meeting with Garber.

Theleague wanted proof of
corporate support so the Tay-
lorsreached out to 25 of the
region’s largest companies.

“That’s when we had that
lunch in March of2019 so that
Commissioner Garber could
actually sit down and talk to
heads of corporationsin the
region and hear from them
howmuch theywanted, and
would support, asoccer team,’
Kindle said.

AS SOON AS |
4PM TONIGHT




A20 | FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24,2023

SPORTS

BELOIT DAILY NEWS

CO I ES/from A28

His love for the game was
passed down from David Sr.,
who bought the old Carom
Room on Pleasant Street in
Beloitin 1973. The previous
owners, Laverne and Ann
Hendee, had operated the
business starting in 1963.

A 1967 article in the Daily
News described the Hend-
ee’s establishment as “clean
and modern with a carpeted
floor, not aroom filled with
smoke and four-letter words
uttered by characters out of
a Damon Runyon story. It’s
nice enough to bring your
mother to visit”

David Coles Sr. is even
mentioned in the article.
Then a 19-year-old and “one
of the area’s best shots” with
a cue stick worth $90 and
three more that he'd broken
over a two-year span.

No wonder David’s dad
began building his own cues.
His son still owns the lathes
to make cues and do repairs
in the basement of the cur-
rent Carom Room.

The original business was
justa 10-table pool room
in the 1960s with a 10-seat
lunch counter with a small
grill, a soup maker, a malted
milk maker and a rotisserie
hot dog machine.

The elder Coles operated
the business for 22 years,

GARAGE

DOOR SERVICE

until 1995, when his son
became a partner.

They had totally remod-
eled the original facility,
but it became obvious more
space was needed to fully
accomplish their “dream.”.

In 1999, they took the
financial plunge and built
the current Coles’ Carom
Room where Salamone’s
grocery store once stood.
Much larger, it houses 23
tables upstairs, including
the original 5-foot by 10-foot
Gold Crown snooker table.

“Our Spring and Fall Clas-
sic tournaments, along with
numerous weekend open
tournaments, have attracted
many of the best players on
the planet to our pool room,”
Coles said. “We live-stream
those tournaments so any-
one can watch. We are con-
tinuously making improve-
ments here, and strive to be
one of the elite pool rooms
in the United States.”

Coles’ Carom Room has
been home for many top
local players. Beloit’s Jeff
Carter was fourth in the
world in his prime. John
“Rebel” Brannon was a fre-
quent state champion and
the lategreat Larry “The
Truth” Nevel was also one of
the best in the world. Female
champions Donya Bundy
and Debby Martin also
racked them up there.

David Jr., has plenty of

Al FROM DAY 1

So pleased with my service from A1
Garage Doors!! My technician, Maurice
was very knowledgeable and answered all
my questions as he installed a brand new
opener for me. He had all the parts readily
available on his truck. He told me what to
look for & what may need replacing in the
future after my final inspection. | would
HIGHLY recommend them if you are in
need of any garage door service!!!

-Carol, Sun Prairie WI

BEST SERVICE > BEST PARTS * BEST WARRANTY

smoke damage.

Coles was determined to
come back better than ever
and the basement reflects
that. He has totally remod-
eled it, adding nine more
tables as well as a bar. He is
still waiting for a few tables
and some other accessories,
but it is nearly completed.

“On our league and tour-
nament nights all the 7-foot
tables are taken up,” Coles
said. “When the general
public comes in I don’t have
any tables to rent them. On
Thursday and Friday, I will
run a lot of tournament play
downstairs so when the gen-
eral public comes in I will
have tables upstairs to rent.”

Last October, he gave an
acceptance speech for his
late father, the U.S. Open

Beloiter David Coles won both the Masters Division 8-ball and 10-ball
Wisconsin state tournaments — the first player to accomplish the feat.

achievements, too. When
he was 14 years old, he won
the Wisconsin men’s Class B
title on a big table and when
he was 15 he won the Wis-
consin men’s Class A title
on a big table. In the 2000s
he won the Masters straight
pool tournament twice. He
has won three 8-ball, one
9-ball and one 10-ball state
title on bar-size tables. In
all he has nine state singles
titles as well as several team
state titles.

Same Day Service ® Evenings & Weekends — No Extra Charge

Emergency Services Available ® Military, AAA, Senior, AARP Discounts
Residential ® Doing Business Since 1998 e Family Owned & Operated
Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details
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Bar Table Team Champi-
onship winner in 1981, was
inducted into the Wiscon-
sin Billiards Hall of Fame at
La Casa Grande restaurant
in Beloit. The Carom Room
hosted three tournaments
that weekend.

Finally, Coles suddenly got
the itch to compete again.
Competing in the Masters
division in Appleton, he beat
out 44 other competitors
in the 10-ball event and 57
in 8-ball. In addition to two
impressive plaques, he pock-
eted $4,800 in prize money.

Plus he has some new sto-
ries to tell.

JIM FRANZ/BELOIT DAILY NEWS

The business, however,
has monopolized his time.
COVID-19 caused the Carom
Room to shut down for 90
days, but when it was able to
reopen before some estab-
lishments in Illinois, it was
slammed with pool players
itching to get out and play.

In December, 2021, there
was a tragic fatal fire in the
basement of the building.
The basement needed to be
gutted and the upper level
thoroughly cleaned after
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* With purchase and install of new garage door. Call for details.
Must present this ad to redeem offer. Cannot be combined with
any other offers or past purchases. Expires 2/28/23.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

* Subject to
credit approval,
restrictions apply
call for details.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$
2. Tighter door security keeps you safe
3. Weather & critter protection

4. Upgraded curb appeal

5. Increase home value
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Turner’s state-bound cheerleaders include, bottom (L-R): Abigail Tahtinen, Satine Thomas, Brijit Mosher, Bethini
Mosher. Top (L-R): Emily Nichols, Layla Potter, Isabella Lockwood, Makena Whitt, Emma Staack.

Turner’s cheerleaders
heading to state competition

JIMMY OSWALD
Staff Writer

BELOIT—Two minutes and
30seconds.

That’s the short amount of
time that the Beloit Turner
cheerleading team has to go all
out, pushing their bodies to the
extreme to pull off their rou-
tine, showing off dances and
stunts to impress the judges at
competitions.

And the Trojans have found
away to execute these perfor-
mances quite well as a fourth-
place finish at the WACPC pre-
liminary round hosted by Ore-
gon High School helped pro-
pel them to the WACPC Cheer
State Championships at Osh-
kosh Arena on Saturday.

“This is the smallest team I've
coached as far as competition
teams go,” head coach Kayla
McLain said. “But there is truly
abenefit to that. The girls have
been together since theymade
the team back in May, and they
have more of a family bond”

Turner competes with eight
girls in the non-tumble small
division. Teams with 12 or less
girls compete in the smaller
division and can choose to
include tumble passes in their
routine, such as back hand-
springs. Ifthey do not, they are
placed in the non-tumble divi-
sions.

“We do have some girls with
experience tumbling,” McLain
said. “But we don’t have full-
team tumbling. We're working
towards that, but we just aren’t

thereyet”

The success of the Trojans is
more impressive when you fac-
tor in the fact that the squad
only has one senior and one
junior, the other six are fresh-
man and sophomores.

“It has really benefited us,’
McLain said. “We're going to
miss our senior tremendously,
butIalso feel that placing this
high shows that we have a
strong base for the program.
It's really going to help usin the
future”

Cheerleadingis notasanc-
tioned sport in Wiscon-
sin, so the Trojans compete
through the Wisconsin Asso-
ciation of Cheer/Pom Coaches
(WACPC), which is endorsed
by the WIAA.

There are two sections to
prep cheerleading: sideline and
competition. Cheerleaders per-
forming chants and routines
on the sidelines of football and
basketball games are partici-
patingin sideline cheer.

Competition is where you
compete at meets and are
scored by apanel of judges
based on the execution and dif-
ficulty of the stunts, the cho-
reography, dances, cheers and
jumps. A team has two minutes
and 30 seconds to do their rou-
tine, which they only get one
try at.

With so many individual
moving parts on the floor, it
canbe adifficult process to put
together during game time.

“What I putin their routines
are things that they can hit on

their own,” McLain said. “It’s
when you putit all together
(that it gets difficult). With this
group’s bond, they can really
talk each other up and really
focus on saying, ‘Hey, we've got
this like this.”

Besides theintense bond
theyshare, McLain credits the
team’s fitness with making
them a strong unit.

“Thave girls that are in ton-
ingand conditioning, she
said. “I've got girls that are
multi-sport athletes. They are
strong, and they have great
body awareness. And theywork
hard”

Headinginto Oregon, the
girls were right to be alittle
nervous. They had suffered
from a few drops and senior
Emily Nichols woke up with an
illness.

“Theywere nervous just
going through warmups,’
McLain said. “Our stunts
weren't hitting super well. But
theyjustlaiditall out thereand
killed their routine. They did
what theyneeded to do”

This s the first time the Tro-
jans have reached the state
finals under McLain, who has
been a coach with the program
since 2017.

“I'm confident that they will
do well;” McLain said. “We get
judging feedback on certain
areas of our routine that need
work. This week, it was mostly
cleaning our routine but also
puttingin harder stunts and
doing that safely”

Bieniemy leaves
Chiefs for OC post
with Commanders

ASHBURN, Va. — Eric Bie-
niemy knewhewas almost
certainlyleaving the Kansas
City Chiefs before theywon a

Indianapolis Colts, Jackson-
ville Jaguars, Los Angeles
Chargers, Miami Dolphins,
New Orleans Saints, New York

second Super Bowlin Giants, Philadelphia
fouryears. Eagles —and the
Afterinterviewing New York Jets twice.
16 times for 15 differ- Ashasbeenwell
entNFLhead coach- publicized, Bieniemy
ingjobsin pastyears, didnot get any of
healsoknewthis thosejobs. But Rivera
time he probably was — seesalittle ofhis path
not gettinganother Bieniemy inhis new play-caller
looktorunateam. So, afterbeingalineback-

er-turned defensive coordina-
torunder a defensive coach,
who had to gowork for some-
oneontheotherside ofthe
ballto getaheadjob.
“Tinterviewed eight, nine
timesbeforeI got my opportu-

thelongtime successful Chiefs
offensive coordinator keptan
eye out for hisnext challenge.
That turned out to be join-
ingthe Washington Com-
manders as offensive coor-
dinator and assistanthead

coach,agigunderRonRivera  nity. AndIknowit'sthesame
thatshould give Bieniemythe  thingfor him: Eventuallyhe’s
chancetoshowwhathecan  goingtogetthatopportu-
dooutoftheshadowofAndy  nity; Riverasaid,also citing
Reidand two-time MVPPat-  Sean McDermott's path from
rickMahomes. acoordinator under Reid to
Bieniemyisready —“fired ~ coachofthe BuffaloBills.
up,” as hesaid multiple times “Maybe thisllbeagood
athisintroductorynewscon-  thingfor Eric, whichI'm hop-

ference Thursday — to make
Washington’s offense his own,

ing We're goingtolivein the
now, and that's about winning

callplaysandshutoutallthe  football games”

noise about whyheisn'tan Bieniemy, who was running

NFL coachin his ownright. the Chiefs offense during their
“Beingahead coachright ~ runoffive consecutive AFC

now, ithasn’t happened; Bie-
niemysaid. “Itsnotanything

championship game appear-
ances with three tripsto the

that’s goingtoimpactme Super Bowl, said hewas only
movingforwardbecausethe = worried about twoletters of
onlythingIneed tobe con- thealphabet:aWoranL”

There have been far more
losses than wins for Wash-
ington over the past couple
of decades compared to Kan-

cerned withis what'simport-
anttoday. TodayIgottobe

thebestpersonthatIcanbe.l
gottobethebestcoachthatl

canbe” sas City,and yet he was still
Bieniemy, who turns 54 readytoleavein what could

duringtraining campin bethe middle ofamodern day

August,becamethebestcan-  dynasty.

didate out of more than ahalf- “One thing in this profes-

dozeninterviews after Rivera
went through the first week
ofinterviews wanting to find
someone quicklyand started
watching the playoffsinstead.
He sawwhat the Chiefs could
do on offense and envisioned
some ofthose characteristics
with the Commanders, who
relied on astout defense to get
to8-8-1lastseason.

“We've got our guy; Rivera
said proudlyinintroducing

sionyoulearnis comfortisthe
enemy of progress, Bieniemy
said. “Tdon'tlike being com-
fortable, soI'm aboutaccept-
ing challenges and moving
forward. This presents achal-
lengetome”
Bieniemyinherits an
offense thatranked 20thin the
leaguelastseason and asec-
ond-year quarterbackin Sam
Howell, whohas one game
of pro experience and trails

Bieniemy. “Wereally, trulyfeel ~Mahomesby 228 NFL touch-

we found the right guy. We down passes.

found the guy that we believe “T'mjustsuper excited to

canstep up and be the guy have (Bieniemy) here; said

that werelookingfor” Howell, the 2022 fifth-round
Riveraalso found acoach pick out of North Carolina

hewas fortunate to scoop up
asan assistant after Bieniemy
was previouslyinterviewed
to coach the Atlanta Falcons,
Arizona Cardinals, Carolina

who goes into offseason work-
outsasthestarter. “Obviously
he came from an organiza-
tion with Patrick Mahomes,
sotheyhadalotofsuccess

Panthers, Cincinnati Ben- together. Hopefully we can
gals, Denver Broncos, Detroit ~ kind of bringsome of that over
Lions, Houston Texans, here”
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