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Foster the Village opens renovated youth room

Farmers’ Market 
on Broadway kicks 

off 20th season
BY PRESS TIMES STAFF

GREEN BAY – On May 24, the 
Farmers’ Market on Broadway 
kicked o� its 20th season in the 
Broadway District. 

On Broadway said that the 
farmers’ market is one of  the larg-
est in the state.

The venue o�ers fresh produce 
and flowers, locally-made crafts, 
food truck vendors and products 
from Broadway District business-
es, and runs May 24 through Sept. 
27 this season.

“We are excited to celebrate 20 
years of  the market this year over 
the course of  the 19 week season,” 
said Allie Thut, director of  special 
events, On Broadway, Inc. “There 
will be 110 plus vendors selling 
locally made products and enter-
tainment for the community to 
enjoy.”

“The Farmers’ Market on 
Broadway has been one of  the 
single largest contributing factors 
to the revitalization e�orts of  the 
Broadway District,” added Brian 
Johnson, On Broadway executive 
director. “In addition to the hun-
dreds of  small businesses that 
it helps support, it has provided 
critical space activation in a pre-
viously blighted area that showed 
the community what the district 

Time passages

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the newly renovated youth room at Foster the Village was held May 23. Pictured 
from left: Allison Tarlton, Michael Gehm, Luke Mitchell, Cheri Salmon, Erica Plaza, Samantha Webster, Morgan 
Hicks and Ross Johnson. Annika Morschauser photo

BY ANNIKA MORSCHAUSER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

GREEN BAY – The ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the newly 
renovated youth room at Foster 
the Village took place on May 23. 

The renovation was completed 
in time for National Foster Care 
Month, with only a few furniture 
pieces left to be delivered. 

Northeast Wisconsin Techni-
cal College Director of  Market-
ing Erica Plaza explained the 

purpose of  the room.
”The foster youth can come. 

They can feel comfortable. They 
can hang out. They can feel safe. 
A place where they can meet 

See YOUTH ROOM page 8

The folding of the �ag is conducted by the honor guard from Naval Station Great Lakes during the May 27 services. Submitted photo

BY KRIS LEONHARDT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

GREEN BAY – A World War II 
soldier with Green Bay roots was 
laid to rest May 29 in Mt. Vernon 
Cemetery outside Juda, just east 
of  Monroe.

The burial comes over eight 
decades after Seaman Second 
Class David Joseph Riley lost his 
life on the USS Oklahoma during 
the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on Pearl 
Harbor.

Riley was born on Feb. 18, 1916, 
in Green Bay. 

His parents are listed in census 
records as George F. and Ethel J. 
Riley, but little is known about 
his childhood until the age of  11 
when he became the foster son of  
Elmer and Della Asmus of  Juda.

His distant cousin, Deb Krauss 
Smith, is one of  the closest rela-

tives to Riley. 
“He’s not a biological cousin; 

my great-granduncle would be his 
foster father. He became my great-
granduncle and aunt’s foster child 
when he was 11 years old, and they 
had no other children. David was 

See RILEY page 4

BY KRIS LEONHARDT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

GREEN BAY – On May 24, the 
Greater Green Bay YMCA placed 
a new time capsule above the front 
door archway of the Ferguson Fami-
ly YMCA building at 235 N. Je�erson 
St., Green Bay.

The time capsule replaces the one 
that was opened in 2021 to celebrate 
the YMCA’s 150th anniversary.

“(In 2021), we took the time cap-
sule out and saw some really cool 
stu�, including an American flag 
with 48 stars on it,” recalled Greater 
Green Bay YMCA President/CEO 
Sean Elliott. “It had newspaper clip-
pings of the day in 1923, where the 
community raised $425,000. This is 
1923, right? $425,000 for this YMCA 
right behind us that has been serving 

See MARKET page 7

See TIME CAPSULE page 7

Coming home after eight decades
World War II veteran laid to rest with family

Greater Green Bay YMCA’s Former 
Board Chair Chris Stiles and YMCA 
President/CEO Sean Elliott, with 
assistance from IEI, place a new 
capsule above the Ferguson Family 
YMCA building archway. 

Kris Leonhardt photo

Theatre Z tackles tough 
topics through humor
City Pages

St. Norbert alum named 
NHL head coach
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their only child. And so there 
are no other descendants 
from that family one and, 
of  course, David died before 
he married, you know? So, 
those of  us who are left are 
just cousins a couple of  gen-
erations removed and we’re 
foster cousins,” Krauss 
Smith stated.

“Just recently I found 
out he was born in 1916. 
And I recently found a re-
cord where his parents 
weren’t actually married 
until 1918. So, either the fa-
ther that’s listed in the 1920 
census is not his biological 
father or they just mar-
ried after he was born; we 
just don’t know. And then 
somewhere in the early 20s 
or mid-20s, the parents di-
vorced. And somehow then 
David ended up in foster 
care. 

“You know, it was kind 
of  on the eve of  the Depres-
sion starting, so we don’t 
know what the circum-
stances were, but I do have 
documentation that he was 
placed through an agency 
at Children’s Home Society 
in Madison. And that’s how 
he ended up with my uncle 
and aunt.”

Riley attended high 
school until his sopho-
more year and worked at a 
bakery and a café on Mon-
roe.

Before enlisting in the 
Navy, Riley served in the 
Wisconsin National Guard 
Company K.

Riley then signed up to 
serve for six years with 
the Navy, and after a short 
leave in July 1940, he was 
assigned to the USS Okla-
homa.

He was one of  the 429 
sailors who died aboard 
the battleship after it was 
sunk by Japanese aircraft.

His remains were listed 
as unrecoverable and un-
accounted for until Febru-
ary 2021 when the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency used forensic tech-
nology to identify remains.

Claiming David
“It wasn’t until 2021 — 

between the months of  
June and November in 
2021 — that the sailors’ re-
mains were exhumed,” ex-
plained Krauss Smith.

“They had been interred 
in actually a couple of  dif-
ferent cemeteries in Ha-
waii, the skeletal remains 
thrown in caskets. 

“And when it started 
doing this, they thought 
there would be like maybe 
four or five sailors remains 
in a casket and when they 
started analyzing them, 
using DNA, they found 
there were hundreds in 
one casket.

“They use professional 
genealogists to find a pa-
per trail to identify any 
remaining biological fam-
ily that might be out there. 
And so that’s what they 

did with David; and be-
cause with all of  the mili-
tary, when they returned 
remains somewhere, the 
biological family has first 
dibs on it — I guess you’d 
say I don’t know what 
other word to use — but 
you don’t have the first op-
portunity to reclaim those 
remains. 

“Then, they get a DNA 
swab from the biological 
person that they’ve identi-
fied, and then match that 
to the remains to verify 
that is the family. 

“They found a distant 
maternal relative of  his 
that doesn’t even live in 
Wisconsin. And when it 
came right down to it, this 
person said, ‘Well, we don’t 
know who he is; we didn’t 
know he ever existed.’

“So, they declined the 
opportunity to [handle] 
his remains.”

The message
In the fall of  2021, 

Krauss Smith was con-
tacted on Facebook by 
someone asking if  she was 
David Riley’s cousin.

The individual contact-
ing her was connected 
with the Wisconsin Patriot 
Guard Riders – a veterans 

group that assists with the 
burial of  Wisconsin veter-
ans.

“If  it had not been for 
that initial contact, I would 
not have known anything 
about this at all,” Krauss 
Smith stated.

The Wisconsin Patriot 
Guard Riders work to en-
sure that military veter-
ans and public service vet-
erans are laid to rest with 
“dignity and respect,” 
which is completed by 
1,400 volunteers across the 
state.

While the Navy searched 
for biological family mem-
bers, Krauss Smith was 
doing some research of  
her own.

“In the meantime, I had 
put together a lot of  docu-
mentation using informa-
tion from a couple of  his-
torians in Juda and also 
from the Green County 
Historical Society… I was 
able to document that, 
yes indeed he was a fos-
ter child of  my aunt and 
uncle and had the paper-
work from Madison from 
the agency that he came 
from and other things that 
just corroborated that this 
is where he lived and this 
was his home,” she said.

Krauss Smith made con-
tact with the Navy in Au-
gust of  2021

“Of  course, they have 
to do everything on their 
end, but it was months and 
months and months and 

nothing was happening,” 
she said.

“Every couple of  
months, I would check in 
with the Navy and they’d 
say, ‘Oh, we’re working on 
it.’

“It wasn’t until Nov. 10, 
2022, that I finally got a 
call from the Navy telling 
me that I had been des-
ignated as what they call 
the person authorized to 
direct disposition, which 
translated means he got 
to come home, he gets to 
come back to Juda.”

In December, personnel 
from the Navy Casualty 
Office in Tennessee came 
to Wisconsin to meet with 
her and explain how Riley 
was identified and help set 
up a memorial and burial.

“For anybody wait-
ing for word on a service 
member from their fam-
ily whose remains were 
unrecoverable, it is a wait 
anyway. His was especially 
complicated because there 
was no biological family, 
it was a foster family. So, 
that just makes it a little 
more dicey,” Krauss Smith 
explained.

The tribute
On May 29, Riley was 

honored during a memo-
rial service held at Juda 
High School and was in-
urned alongside his foster 
parents, who passed in 
1960 and 1976.

The service brings to 
close an eight decades-
long homeward journey 
for Riley.

“I think he had unfor-
tunate circumstances 
throughout his life, you 
know? We don’t know for 
sure, but there’s a good 
chance that his childhood 
was not the greatest and 
then being put in foster 
care,” Krauss Smith said.

“And it seemed like 
when he entered the Navy 
that maybe he was really 

finding his niche and his 
way there because before 
he died, before Pearl Har-
bor, he had sent a letter 
back to one of  his foster 
cousins here. [The] letter 
indicated that he was re-
alizing the seriousness of  
life and all the opportuni-
ties he had missed thus 
far, and he intended to 
make that right when he 
got out of  the Navy. But he 
never had the opportunity 
to do that. So in a way, it’s 
kind of  a sad story. 

“I think, you know, he 
was just coming into his 
own and didn’t get the op-
portunity to do that. But, 
the positive side is the 
community he came from 
Juda is small; it’s like 400 
people, it’s unincorporat-
ed. 

“That was his commu-
nity, whether he realized 
it or not. And all of  these 
years, you know, 81 years 
later, they’ve never forgot-
ten him.”

On May 26, Gov. Tony 
Evers ordered the flags of  
the United States and the 
state of  Wisconsin to be 
flown at half-staff  in hon-
or of  Riley.

“The attack on Pearl 
Harbor changed the tra-
jectory of  World War II 
and our state and coun-
try, taking the lives of  
more than 50 Wisconsin-
ites, including Navy Sea-
man Second Class Riley,” 
Evers said. “We are grate-
ful for the effort to ensure 
that Navy Seaman Second 
Class Riley’s remains were 
returned so he can be laid 
to rest in Wisconsin. On 
behalf  of  his home state, 
we honor him for his ser-
vice and sacrifice to this 
nation and the values we 
hold dear.”

Monroe’s American Le-
gion Post No. 84 was re-
named the Zilmer-Riley 
post in 1947, in Riley’s 
honor.

RILEY
from page 1

Members of the Zilmer-Riley American Legion Post No. 84 
Honor Guard begin the memorial program. Submitted photo

Riley
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could be. It continues to be 
a beacon and driving force 
behind why the Broadway 
District is one of  Wiscon-
sin’s most talked about revi-
talization success stories.”

On Broadway said that 
the 20th anniversary sea-
son will o�er “celebrity 
volunteers,” a special 20th 
anniversary brew from 
Titletown Brewing Co. and 
various live music options.

Farmers’ market hours 

are 3-8 p.m. every Wednes-
day before Labor Day, and 
3-7 p.m. after Labor Day, 
and the market happens 
rain or shine.

For more information, 
visit www.facebook.com/
farmersmarketonbroadway.

MARKET
from page 1

On May 24, the Farmers’ Market on Broadway kicked off its 20th season in the Broadway District. 
Mike Hollihan photo

the community; and the spe-
cial part — at least to me — is 
that the community raised all 
those dollars in 13 days and 
the largest capital gift was 
$25,000. So, there’s literally a 
ledger inside the downtown 
YMCA with thousands and 
thousands of capital receipts 
for $10, $15, $25. 

“So, the point of all that 
is the community built this 
YMCA. It’s a privilege to 
continue to serve this great 
community at our downtown 
YMCA.”

Greater Green Bay 
YMCA’s Former Board Chair 
Chris Stiles said that he was 
excited to be a part of the in-
stallation of the time capsule, 
considering his family’s long 
history with the YMCA. 

“It’s a pretty exciting time 
for the Green Bay YMCA 

again. In 2021, we celebrated 
our 150th year of serving 
the community. When I was 
asked to give some opening 
comments, I started think-
ing about this building in 
particular this archway 
— my great-grandfather 

walked through this door, my 
grandfather walked through 
this door, my father walked 
through this door (and) I still 
walked through this door 
and so do my kids. So, five 
generations that have passed 
through this archway under-
neath this time capsule; and 
when we opened it up, we saw 
some really fantastic things,” 
he explained.

“And we put some really 
neat things in this for the 
next five generations to open 
down the road. So, I’m ex-
cited.”

The new time capsule in-
cluded current news articles, 
membership brochures and 
impact reports, as well as a 
150th-anniversary t-shirt and 
donations from area busi-
nesses.

Elliott and Stiles were as-
sisted by IEI in accessing the 
ledge above the archway for 
the installation.

TIME CAPSULE
from page 1

Changing their world one by one
BY MELANIE ROSSI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

GREEN BAY – Using Trap 
Neuter Vaccinate Return 
(TNVR) services, Cats Anon-
ymous, Inc., works to improve 
the lives of feral cats living in 
northeastern Wisconsin. 

The organization began in 
2005 in response to communi-
ty concerns for the wellbeing 
of local stray cats. 

By humanely limiting the 
growth of feral cat colonies, 
better care could be provided 
to stray cat populations and 
less pressure would be put on 
shelters and clinics, prevent-
ing increases in the use of  
euthanasia. 

The goal of Cats Anony-
mous is to care for America’s 
favorite pets, but unlike the 
improved solutions that have 
arisen to help care for dogs, 
the approach to helping cats 
has been historically di�erent. 

“The overpopulation prob-
lem a�ected both of them 
(dogs and cats), but the solu-
tions were very di�erent,” 
Lisa Kay Sperbeck, volun-
teer board president of Cats 
Anonymous said. 

Solutions to help with the 
overpopulation of stray dogs 
could take place through in-
home neutering processes 
and fighting unethical breed-
ers, both of which have been, 
according to Sperbeck, “wild-
ly successful.”

“But when we look at 
cats,” she said, “it’s been 
wildly di�erent. We estimate 
that half the cat population 

in this country is unowned, 
so preaching to owners that 
don’t exist doesn’t do much.

“Cats have never been 
historically obtained as pets 
from breeders anywhere 
near the rate that dogs are. 
So, if  we were going to im-
prove their lives and take the 
pressures o� of shelters and 
all of these cats being taken 
away and euthanized, we had 
to look at this very di�erent 
source of kittens, and that’s 
where TNVR comes in.”

Trap Neuter Vaccinate 
Return services aim to vac-
cinate cats against rabies as 
well as curb the negative ef-
fects of overpopulation using 
spay neutering.

Sperbeck explained that 
Cats Anonymous is “a high 
volume, high quality spay 
neuter service” that first 
starts with whoever is caring 
for a colony registering with 
the organization. 

“We’re very focused on 
making sure that we’re not 
just doing one cat here or one 
cat there. We want to know 
how many cats are in this col-
ony and we want to get that 
colony as close to 100% fixed 
as possible. We figure out how 
many there are and educate 
the property owners on how 
the process is going to go.”

The organization next 
gives the property owners the 
traps and explains how to use 
them in the safest way pos-
sible for the cats.

Then, when going through 
the organization’s surgical 

program, the cats also receive 
vaccinations, “to help the cats 
be healthier, as well as protect 
the community,” Sperbeck 
said. 

After neutering the cats 
and administering vaccines, 
the organization stays with 
the colony caretaker and 
helps to monitor the cat colo-
ny to ensure that the popula-
tion stops growing. 

Cats Anonymous has been 
doing this work for 18 years 
in 13 di�erent Northeastern 
counties, and their work has 
had a noted impact. 

“When we look at the sta-
tistics of where people are ob-
taining their pet cats, it’s very 
steadily becoming more fully 
vetted, socialized cats and kit-
tens that they are getting from 
shelters and rescues instead 
of just picking up strays...  

Those trends have definitely 
changed,” Sperbeck added. 

For Cats Anonymous, the 
main goal isn’t to act as a cat 
adoption agency; by letting 
the rescues and shelters fo-
cus on finding the cats new 
homes, Cats Anonymous can 
fully devote their time to de-
creasing the overpopulation 
of stray cats so they can re-
ceive better care.

“There are so many good 
shelters and rescues in this 

area if people want to adopt 
a socialized cat. That’s where 
we really direct people,” Sper-
beck said. “When we first 
started, we tried to pull kit-
tens out of colonies and put 
them in foster care so people 
could adopt them, but that 
very quickly became over-
whelming — it was a drain on 
resources.”

The organization quickly 
realized that many stray cats 
are past the stage at which 
it is possible for them to be 
socialized and domesticated, 
but that doesn’t mean they 
can’t live healthy lives. 

“Most of the cats that we 
are dealing with are beyond 
the pet stage...  When you 
miss that, they don’t necessar-
ily want to be pets,” Sperbeck 
added. “The cats that we work 
with are healthy, they’re mus-
cular, bright-eyed. They’re 
living really great lives...  But 
if  you want to pick them up, 
they’re not having any of it.”

For Sperbeck, one common 
parable aptly exemplifies the 
work Cats Anonymous aims 
to accomplish. 

In the parable, Sperbeck 
said, people are walking 
down the riverbank when 

they see a baby floating in a 
basket down the river. 

“They start pulling the 
baby out, but then more ba-
bies start coming in, and all 
of a sudden somebody leaves 
the group and starts walk-
ing away. Everyone who’s 
trying to save these babies 
in the river is like, ‘What are 
you doing? There are babies 
to be saved!’ ‘Well, I’m going 
upstream to see who the heck 
is throwing the babies in the 
river!’”

Sperback added, “It’s good 
we have both. We have people 
who are fixing the issues for 
the individuals, the cats who 
are without a home today 
and trying to find them good 
homes. And we’re upstream 
trying to prevent more cats 
who don’t have a home from 
being born in the first place.”

With their spay neutering 
and vaccination services, in 
addition to partnering with 
local vets, Cats Anonymous 
works upstream, helping the 
future generations of stray 
cats one colony at a time. 

For more information, 
visit www.facebook.com/
CatsAnonymous or call (920) 
321-1967.

By humanely limiting the growth of feral cat colonies, better care 
could be provided to stray cat populations and less pressure 
would be put on shelters and clinics. Submitted photo

Progress at the port
More than $10 million in federal infrastructure grant money will be used to redevelop the former Pulliam 
Power Plant site into a new port facility and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, at podium, along 
with Senator Tammy Baldwin, visited the site on May 24 to highlight the progress being made with 
the Biden Administration’s Investing in America Agenda. Pictured in back along with Baldwin, far left, 
are Administrator of the United States Maritime Administration Ann Philips and International Union of 
Operating Engineers Local 139 President Terry McGowan. Josh Staloch photo

Greater Green Bay YMCA 
President/CEO Sean Elliott 
talks about the items included 
in the time capsule. 

Kris Leonhardt photo
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UP Products LLC is now accepting applications for Butchers.
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beautiful Western Upper Peninsula of Michigan as a Butcher for UP
Products LLC, we locally raise all-natural meat which is processed
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• Work some hard, long hours…safety always in mind, but still have
fun doing it.

Job Details
What you’ll do:

• Cutting quarters and halves of beef, bison, pork into various cuts of meat.
• Utilizing new equipment to process and package meat, snack sticks,
sausage, jerky.

• Cleaning and keeping a safe environment everyday will be essential.
• Cross-training.
• Other duties as assigned by manager.
• Ability to lift up to 80# and stand for up to 10 hours per day.

Requirements:
• 18 years old.
• Not afraid to put in a solid day’s work, can-do attitude.
• Must like living in the beautiful Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Bene�ts
• Bene�ts stipend available after probationary period
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with their friends and gath-
er or perhaps even have a 
meeting with their birth 
families,” Plaza said about 
the space.

“We serve all of  the chil-
dren that are working with 
Child Protective Services… 
We serve kids zero to 18. The 
kids as well as the foster 
parents or the social work-
ers are able to come into 
the space,” added Foster the 
Village Executive Director 
Cheri Salmon.

Their goal is to cre-
ate a supportive environ-
ment where foster youth 
and families can shop for 
clothes, toys, toiletries and 
school supplies at no cost.

Salmon noted, especially 
with the older foster youth, 
it is important to them that 
they wear new clothes that 
they enjoy wearing, as they 
want to fit in with other 
kids their age which builds 
their self  esteem. 

“I think this space is re-
ally going to be exciting for 
them because they’re going 
to be able to meet with some 
of  the other kids that are 
also in foster care of  their 
same age, maybe interact 
with them,” Salmon stated.

The space will also be 
used as an opportunity for 
families and social workers 
to talk with the kids, espe-
cially those who have gone 
through trauma in their 
transition into the foster 
care system.

“They’re never really go-
ing to look you in the eye 
and tell you what’s wrong 
with them, but if  you’re 
interacting or doing some-
thing maybe you’re shoot-
ing baskets or you’re color-
ing or doing a craft project 
maybe they’ll open up and 
kind of  have those con-
versations with them. So, 
that’s why I’m so excited 
about this room,” Salmon 
explained.

The renovations of  the 
youth room were made pos-
sible with the help of  Lead-
ership Green Bay along 
with a number of  donors.

Salmon mentioned that 
the rest of  the building 
is not fully complete, but 
they are constantly looking 
for ways to create an even 

more welcoming space for 
the kids. 

With the increase of  the 
number of  children in fos-
ter care in Brown County, 
the need for more renova-
tions in the old St. Jude 
grade school is even more 
urgent. 

Foster the Village is look-
ing at a $750,000 campaign 
to transform the space to 
be more useful for the chil-
dren and families they work 
with as it would provide the 
renovations for more rooms 
such as this one for other 
age groups and much more.  

“This is really a great 
step in creating the heart 
of  the village for kids and 
families. That was our in-
tent and that is what our 
mission is,” Salmon said.

YOUTH ROOM
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Three St. Norbert students 
receive Gilman scholarships
FOR THE PRESS TIMES 

DE PERE – The Center 
for Global Engagement 
(CGE) announced that 
three St. Norbert College 
students have been se-
lected to receive Gilman 
scholarship awards. 

The U.S. Department of  
State’s Benjamin A. Gil-
man International Schol-
arship Program awards 
students up to $5,000, or 
up to $8,000 if  they also are 
recipients of  the Gilman 
Critical Need Language 
Award, to apply toward 
their study abroad or in-
ternship program costs. 

About 1,500 U.S. under-
graduate students have 
been selected nationally 
to receive Gilman schol-
arship awards from the 
March 2023 application 
cycle. 

St. Norbert recipients 
include:

Carissa 
Baumgartner

$5,000 Gilman award
Baumgartner, of  Wa-

terford, will be studying 
abroad through the Uni-
versity of  Minnesota’s 
language immersion 
program in Montpellier, 
France for the spring 2024 
term.

Kylie Kapelke
$4,500 Gilman award
Kapelke, of  Sparta, 

will be studying abroad 
through the School for In-
ternational Training (SIT) 
in Belgrade, Serbia for the 
fall 2023 term.

Brianna Schultz
$5,000 Gilman-McCain 

award
Brianna Schultz, of  

Reedsburg, will be study-
ing abroad at University 
College Cork in Cork, Ire-
land for the spring 2024 
term.

Students selected to 
receive this award went 
through a competitive 
application process with 
the support of  their study 
abroad advisor.

The U.S. Department of  
State’s Benjamin A. Gil-
man International Schol-
arship Program enables 
students of  limited finan-
cial means to study or 
intern abroad, providing 
them with skills critical to 
our national security and 
economic prosperity. 

To be eligible for the 
Gilman Program, appli-
cants must be receiving a 
Federal Pell Grant during 
the time of  application or 
provide proof  that they 
will be receiving a Pell 
Grant during the term of  
their study abroad pro-
gram or internship. 

For more information, 
visit www.gilmanscholar-
ship.org.

Green Bay RDA approves development 
agreement for Bay City Lofts at new site
BY KRIS LEONHARDT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

GREEN BAY – During 
its May 25 meeting, the 
Green Bay Redevelopment 
Authority (RDA) approved 
a development agreement 
with Gorman & Company 
for TIF assistance for a 
redevelopment project on 
University Avenue.

“This is a project we’ve 
been working on for quite 
some time here,” said 
RDA Director Neil Stech-
schulte. “Essentially, this 
was originally the one that 
was proposed to 16 Mili-
tary Ave. but basically for 
a disagreement with the 
property owner that proj-
ect did not proceed at that 
location. 

“The developer has also 
identified this alternative 
location. The zoning has 
been approved, essentially 
the planning and develop-
ment zoning has been ap-
proved. This is the initial 
part of  the financial re-
quest that is going in with 
this project.”

The agreement for de-
veloper, Bay City Lofts, 
would include TIF assis-
tance on pay-go basis.

“That’s essentially an 
80/20 split on that as we 
as we go for a development 
project on this one.”

The agreement was 
amended to an 85% incre-
ment due to raising inter-
est rates.

According to a city 
memo, the project is now 
being proposed for “a 1.8-

acre site that was a former 
gas station and includes a 
4-story multi-family resi-
dential building with some 
first-floor o·ce space to 
facilitate an agreement 
with Lutheran Family Ser-
vices to provide services to 
the community. The pro-
posed project includes the 
development of  48 residen-
tial units (13 one-bedroom 
units, 24 two-bedroom 
units, 1 three-bedroom unit 
and 10 three-bedroom town-
house units). Ground floor 
space includes common 
spaces for residents, private 
residences and o·ce space 
for Lutheran Family Ser-
vices.”

Approval of planning 
option with New 
Land Enterprises
The RDA also approved 

a motion to direct staff  to 
execute a standard plan-
ning option for six months 
to Milwaukee-based New 
Land Enterprises for Re-
development Authority-
owned property at 221 
Cherry St.

“I was in touch ear-
lier this year with Mayor 
Genrich, and we talked 
about the potential of  our 
company New Land En-
terprises coming up to 
Green Bay. New Land is 

a Milwaukee-based com-
pany. My dad started the 
company in 1993; that was 
three years after we came 
to the United States from 
what at the time was the 
Soviet Union, what is now 
Ukraine. That true Ameri-
can success story.  I think 
we’re a pretty unusual 
developer. We are market 
rate, ground up, new con-
struction oriented,” said 
New Land Managing Di-
rector Tim Gokhman.

“We’ve won nine out of  
11 RFPs in the city of  Mil-
waukee. We’ve got 27 proj-
ects under our belt.

The developer is consid-
ering a mixed-use, multi-
story building for the site.”

The original rendering of the development planned for 16 
Military Ave. City of Green Bay rendering

What’s in a name?
Elmore Elementary in Green Bay is named after one of the city’s 
in�uential families of the past and on May 30 students got a 
look at some of the Elmore family’s personal items thanks to the 
Green Bay & De Pere Antiquarian Society. The society loaned 
the items to the school that bears the family’s name. The family 
was a major in�uence in the area pre-1900, with Andrew Elmore 
instrumental in bringing the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad 
to Fort Howard. His wife, Mary Field Elmore, was a teacher. 
A skirt from her wardrobe, along with a matching jacket, was 
among the items on display Tuesday. Josh Staloch photo




