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Menominee industrial

By DAN KITKOWSKI
EagleHerald Editor

MENOMINEE—Dozens of
firefighters from local depart-
ments and beyond, including
some from downstate Michi-
gan, continue to battle a mas-
sive industrial fire in Menomi-
nee that is still smoldering after
nearly four full days.

One official said she heard it
could burn all week.

“That’s what I've been told,
said Marinette County Emer-
gency Management Coordina-
tor Kathy Frank, whose depart-
ment is assisting. “It's under
control, but it’s a big building
withalotofarea”

The fire at Resolute Forest
Products, 701 4th Ave., Menom-
inee, began at about 11p.m.
Thursday and has burned
throughout the weekend. A
company spokesperson on Fri-
day said the fire started in a
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fire continues to smolder
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Firefighters continue to soak the warehouse Saturday at Resolute Forest Products in Menominee.
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warehouse that contains pulp
and waste paper which the
company rents from KK Inte- day said the fire “is under con-
grated Logistics. There were no trol” That was premature as

injuries. firefighting efforts continued

A Company statement on Frl- throughout the Weekend and
into Monday.
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This shot from across the Menominee River shows three pieces of heavy equipment tearing down the warehouse while it is being sprayed by an aerial truck Sunday at Resolute For-

est Products in Menominee.
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Fire
Continued from Page A1

Smoke could be seen
billowing from the plant
much of the last few days.
Bright orange flames
also were visible during
thattime.

Officials from the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) came
in during the weekend.
“They’re the ones doing
the air and water sam-
pling monitoring,” Frank
said, adding that infor-
mation will be released
through the EPA going
forward.

The Marinette Fire
Department has a
mutual aid agreement
with Menominee, but in
order for other Wiscon-
sin departments to offer
help the governors from
both Wisconsin and
Michigan had to activate
the Northern Emergency
Management Assistance
Compact (NEMAC).

The NEMAC legis-
lation, signed in 2013,
allows jurisdictions, to
include any or all of the
states of Illinois, Indi-
ana, Ohio, Michigan,
Minnesota, Montana,
New York, North Dakota,
Pennsylvania, and Wis-
consin, to participate
in cross-border mutual

assistance for prepared-
ness and response with
any or all of the Canadian
provinces of Alberta,
Manitoba, Ontario and
Saskatchewan. The com-
pact allows additional
states and provinces to
join upon execution or
adoption.

Once the NEMAC was
activated, crews came
from all over Marinette
County, Oconto County,
Brown County and as far
away as Appleton.

Town of Peshtigo
Fire Chief Mike Folgert
said firefighters from his
department were on site
Friday as part of a strike
team that came from
Marinette County. He
estimated 12 to 15 fire-
fighters from his depart-
ment were on site at var-
ious times.

“It’'s a number of dif-
ferent apparatus and
personnel,” he said of
the strike team. “We
were officially requested
through the State of Wis-
consin to provide some
help”

Folgert described
the fire. “Just a lot of
heavy fire in a very large
warehouse facility that
extended into the pulp
mill,” he said. “There
was a lot of fire load in
that warehouse—filled
from floor to ceiling with

bailed paper products
and other products as
well”

Besides the Mari-
nette and Town of
Peshtigo fire depart-
ments, other Marinette
County departments
offering help include the
City of Peshtigo, Wausau-
kee and Grover-Porter-
field. Folgert said most of
these departments were
released Saturday morn-
ing,

He said his depart-
ment was more than will-
ingto help.

“Most of this is being
coordinated on the Mich-
igan side,” Folgert said.
“We were just a small
part of the whole thing.
We certainly are glad
to help and do what we
could. This thing contin-
ues to burn and it needs
attention”

Crews also came from
throughout the Upper
Peninsula, as far away
as Marquette. Menomi-
nee County 911 reported
Monday that units from
multiple Lower Michigan
fire departments were
being deployed.

The Escanaba Town-
ship Fire Department,
which sent a Tower 5
ladder truck that was
steadily flowing 1,200 to
1,800 gallons of water per
minute with the help of

assisting department’s
engines and volume
pumps, according to a
social media post from
that department.

“In getting our Tower
we had agreed to go any-
where in the Upper Pen-
insula we may be needed
and this weekend we
are fulfilling that prom-
ise, because if the tables
were turned and we had
an incident of this size
in our community, these
Departments would not
hesitate to help us,” the
department posted on its
Facebook page.

The City of Escanaba
Fire Department sent
down a total of eight fire-
fighters and two trucks
between Friday and Sun-
day. One of the trucks
was a pumper and the
other was a portable air
filling station that allows
air bottles to be filled on
scene.

You're Retired.
Your Money Isn't.

To learn more about the different
options for your retirement
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“That truck is pretty
unique,” Escanaba Fire
Chief Robert LaMarche
said of the portable air
filling station. “Most of
the time when you have
to fill air bottles you have
to run them back to a
department to fill them”

He said the portable
unit on the truck can be
taken anywhere. “That’s
really nice, especially in
rural areas, so you don’t
have to drive 30 miles
back to the fire depart-
ment. We can just fill
the air bottles right on
scene”

LaMarche said the
Menominee Fire Depart-
ment sent out a request
for assistance on Fri-
day. Once such a request
comes in, there is no hes-
itation to respond, he
said. “We gather all the
resources that we can
and then we will send
them (firefighters),” he
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said.

The Escanaba chief
was on site Friday and
he said it was a massive
fire. “By far the largest
fire I have ever seen and
the hardest to control,
LaMarche said.

He said the extreme
fire load in the ware-
house is what made the
fire difficult to contain.

OFFICIAL
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Shelter in place orders
were issued at various
times throughout the
weekend for portions
of both Marinette and
Menominee, depending
on the wind direction.
There were no active
orders as of late Monday
afternoon.

On Monday after-
noon, Marinette County
Emergency Management

Turn to FIRE on Page A3

Tanessa L..Klug
AAMS® CRPC®
Financial Advisor

Joe Klug
AAMS® CRPC®
Financial Advisor

3908 Hall Ave Ste C
Marinette, W1 54143-1018
715-330-6046

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

AGLE

Marinetite

b

ERALD

Menominee

1809 Dunlap Ave., P.O. Box 77
MARINETTE, WI 54143
715-735-6611

ehextra.com

Published three times a week Monday, Wednesday and Friday, except holidays,
by Adams Publishing Group.

USPS #012-581. Periodicals postage paid at Marinette, WI.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

By postal delivery: $63.70 for 13 weeks, $127.40 for 26 weeks, $254.80 for 52
weeks

Digital only rates: $57.20 for 13 weeks, $114.40 for 26 weeks, $228.80 for 52
weeks

Above AUTOPAY rates reflect best value
Certain issues of The EagleHerald will be considered premium day
editions and incur additional charges. These additional charges
will change the paid-through date of your subscription.

ADAME PUBLISHIMG GROUF

Orestes Baez,

Regional President and Publisher

Jim Ferolie,

Regional Executive Editor

SUBSCRIPTION TERMS: An EZ-Pay (Auto-Renew) sub-
scription is considered a CONTINUOUS SUBSCRIP-
TION, which means it will automatically renew at the
end of the initial term. Notice of cancellation must be
provided before the end of this SUBSCRIPTION TERM
to avoid charges for an additional term. Future SUB-
SCRIPTION TERM prices and publication days are sub-
ject to change. This subscription grants you a FULLY
PREPAID, NON-REFUNDABLE license to receive and
access the subscription materials for the duration of

Dan Kitkowski, Editor

715-750-2103

Matt Lehmann, Sports Editor
715-750-2113

Tricia Hurley, Sales & Marketing
Manager
715-750-2122

Todd Colling, General Manager

the subscription term. PRE-PAYMENT: if you choose

the convenience of prepay, price changes, premiums
and/or surcharges during the pre-payment term may
apply, this could reduce or extend the pre-payment
term. We reserve the right to issue refunds or credits at
our sole discretion. If we issue a refund or credit, we are
under no obligation to issue the same or similar refund
or credit in the future. All subscriptions will automati-
cally include up to six premium content editions, there
will be a charge for these premium editions, which will

Brian Hult, 715-750-2099
LeRoy Wood, 715-750-2112
subscriptions@eagleherald.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Judith Kline, 715-750-2109

shorten the length of your subscription. The publisher
reserves the right to change subscription rates during
the term of any subscription. A Maintenance fee may be
added to subscriptions to accommodate for increased
business expenses during the year.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EagleHerald,
P.O. Box 77, Marinette, Wl 54143.

CIRCULATION




Eagle Herald

LOCAL

Tuesday, October 11,2022 | A3

SUBMITTED/PATTY HASSEMER

The blue siding torn from a warehouse stands out amid the smoke inside the yard Friday night at Resolute Forest Prod-
ucts in Menominee. Mike Biehl, owner of MJB Industries, was onsite much of the weekend utilizing a backhoe and other
equipment to help contain the fire. Other excavating companies assisted as well.
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Fire
Continued from Page A2

provided this update:
“The industrial fire in
the City of Menominee is
expected to burn for sev-
eral days. As wind direc-
tion changes city resi-
dents may smell smoke
and possibly see soot
on outdoor surfaces.
The EPA is on-site and

conducting air monitor-
ing. Currently they are
not finding any chemical
levels above health based
screeninglevels”

COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

Numerous busi-
nesses and agencies have
been providing food and
drink to the firefighters
throughout the battle.

“Kudos to everybody
and a lot more willing to
help,” Folgert said.

ABOUT RESOLUTE
FOREST PRODUCTS

According to its web-
site, Montreal-based Res-
olute Forest Productsisa
global leader in the forest
products industry with
a diverse range of prod-
ucts, including market

pulp, tissue, wood prod-
ucts and papers, which
are marketed in over 60
countries. The company
owns or operates some
40 facilities, as well as
power generation assets,
in the United States and
Canada. The Menominee
plant has 98 employees
and the plant manager is
Todd Clausen, according
toits website.

One dead in Oconto County crash

OCONTO—A person
died Friday in a one-ve-

hicle crash in Oconto
County.
No information,

including the gender
of the victim, has been
released by the Oconto
County Sheriff’s Office
pending notification of
relatives.

The dispatch call was
received at 11:10 p.m. Fri-
day reporting a crash on
Old 22 Road at Finnegan
Lake Lane in the Town
of Gillett. When dep-
uties arrived on scene
they located a lone vehi-
cle engulfed in flames in

a wooded area adjacent
to the ditch, according to
apressrelease from Sher-
iff Todd Skarban.

The vehicle had been
traveling west on Old 22
Road prior to leaving the
road and entering the
ditchnear Finnegan Lake
Lane, the sheriff said. A

lone occupant located in
the vehicle died on scene.

The Oconto County
Sheriff’s Office was
assisted by the Wiscon-
sin State Patrol, the Gil-
lett Police Department,
the Town of Gillett Fire
Department, City of Gil-
lett Fire Department and

the Gillett Area Ambu-
lance Service. An ongo-
ing investigation is being
conducted by the Oconto
County Sheriff’s Office,
the Wisconsin State
Patrol and the Brown
County Medical Examin-
er’s Office.
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Oconto County
suspect in custody

Man faces
charges in
double murder

OCONTO—A
27-year-old  Oconto
County manis asuspect
in a dou-
ble mur-
der ear-
lier this
month.

David
Stein-
metz, Lit-
tle Sua-
mico, is in custody
and two counts of first
degree  intentional
homicide will be for-
warded to the Oconto
County District Attor-
ney's office, Sheriff Todd
Skarban said in a state-
ment.

Oconto County dis-
patch received a call at
9:04a.m. Oct. 2 regard-
ing two individuals
unresponsive outside
a residence in the 1200
block of Melissa Boule-
vard in the Town of Lit-
tle Suamico. Oconto
County Deputies and
County Rescue Ambu-
lance Services arrived
on-scene and located a
75-year-old male, later
identified as Paul Bren-
nan and a 55-year-old
female, later identified

D. Steinmetz

as Lori Steinmetz, both
from Little Suamico,
deceased outside the
residence.

Both victims were
observed to have mul-
tiple gunshot wounds,
according to Skar-
ban. The relationship
between the suspect
and the victims has not
beenreleased.

David Steinmetz,
who was labeled a per-
son of interest, was
located a short time
later in the parking lot
of Thompsons Market
in the City of Oconto. He
was taken into custody
without incident and is
currently being held in
the Oconto County Jail
onaprobation hold.

This was an isolated
incident and the com-
munity is not in any
danger, Skarban said.

The  preliminary
investigation has deter-
mined the cause of
death tobe homicide for
both victims. This inves-
tigationis still active.

The Oconto County
Sheriff’s Office is being
assisted with the inves-
tigation by the Brown
County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office and the
Wisconsin Department
of Justice Wisconsin
State Crime Lab.
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Do You enjoy being active, visiting with people, learning new things or being
outdoors? Are you 62 or over or disabled? Do you live on a limited income? If

so, Northland Village is the place for you!

We offer a secure environment with many activities and services such as
gardening plots, bingo, exercise opportunities, van outings, beauty shop, foot,
hearing, and blood pressure clinics, beautiful adjacent park, Wi-Fi service,

parties and much more!

Call us today for more information and schedule your personal tour!
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