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he said. “I learned good technique and 
fundamentals and listened to what my 
coaches said.”

PACKERS DAYS
Gray went undrafted in the 17 rounds 

of the 1975 NFL Draft, but the Packers 
signed him as a free agent — the head 
coach was Bart Starr.

“It was Bart’s first year; he was so cool,” 
Gray said. “My previous college coaches 
said to me, ‘Make the Packers cut you. 
When there’s a drill, you run. Make them 
make a decision when it comes down to it.’”

Gray then told a story about what type 
of person Starr was.

“I was sitting around my locker, and 
Starr’s business manager asked me to 
go out to dinner,” he said. “We went out 
and had a good time, and by this time, it 
was early in the morning. We went over to 
the Starr’s house later, and Cherry (Bart’s 
wife) made us breakfast. Coach was still 
at Lambeau Field breaking down film. 
When he got home, we went for a walk 
down the hallway.”

Gray said he figured Starr was going to 
tell him to “never set foot in his house 
again.”

“He took me into his office and told 
me to take a look,” he said. “He showed 
me his MVP trophies, all the awards and 
his Super Bowl rings. He told me, ‘This 
is from hard work. If you keep working 
hard, Johnnie, you’ll get awards, too.’ It 
gave me a bolt of confidence.”

Gray said maybe Starr’s success didn’t 

show in wins and losses, but his character 
made up for it. 

“He meant the world to me,” he said.
In 124 games played, Gray had north 

of 800 tackles and intercepted 22 passes.
He injured his knee in 1981 and 

missed the final seven games, but re-
turned as a starter in 1982-83.

Gray then suffered a quadriceps injury 
during training camp in ’84 and spent all 
but the last game on injured reserve.

He was waived by the Packers in April 
1985.

Gray was inducted into the Packers 
Hall of Fame in 1993.

STILL INVOLVED WITH FOOTBALL
If you’re ever inside Lambeau Field for 

a game, there’s a good chance you’ll see 
Gray on the sidelines with a clipboard.

In the mid-1990s, Gray got a phone 
call from the National Football League, 
and it led to another one of his current 
gigs.

“They told me I was recommended by 
(former general manager) Ron Wolf for a 
uniform inspector’s job,” he said. “I’ve 
been doing it ever since. Like teaching, 
whether I continue with that job will de-
pend on what my doctor says.”

Gray said he looks for specific things 
on the sidelines.

“I look to make sure all the players are 
wearing the same things,” he said. “Safe-
ty is a concern, so I’m looking for knee 
and thigh pads — you want uniformity. 
Some coaches want their teams to look 

neat, while others don’t care — they say, 
‘Fine them.’”

Gray said over the course of almost 30 
years doing that job, other things have 
changed.

“When I first got the job, I’d give warn-
ings before the game and halftime,” he said. 
“When the new commissioner took over, he 
said, ‘No, these guys are millionaires. They 
know the rules, so, ‘Write ’em up.’”

MORE ON SYBLE HOPP
According to the school’s website, its 

aim is to ensure each student can reach 
their fullest potential, becoming self-
confident individuals who have grown 
and developed into productive commu-
nity members.

Syble Hopp is a public school funded 
through Brown County.

Educational programming is provided 
to meet the needs of children with dis-
abilities between the ages of 3 to a stu-
dent’s 21st birthday residing in Brown 
County in the seven districts served — 
De Pere, West De Pere, Wrightstown, 
Denmark, Ashwaubenon, Howard-Sua-
mico and Pulaski.

Additionally, through early intervention 
and the programming available in each 
district’s integrated setting, attempts are 
made to avoid the need for continued spe-
cial programming. However, in the cases 
where continued special programming is 
necessary, education can take place in the 
least restrictive environment in which the 
child is successful at Syble Hopp. 

Packers coach Bart Starr (second from left) goes over some 
information with some of his players, including Gray (next 
to Starr). Gray was an honorary co-chairman of the Brown 
County A Better Chance program.

Even during his playing days, Gray (far right) was a big ad-
vocate of the Green Bay community. In this photo, Gray and 
teammate Steve Luke were at the Boys’ Club of Green Bay in 
September 1976.

PACKERS PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE NEVILLE PUBLIC MUSEUM OF BROWN COUNTY
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BY KEVIN DAMASK
SPECIAL TO PACKERLAND

Green Bay Packers legend and Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Jerry Kramer 
is considered one of the best guards in 
league history.

However, in the NFL Championship 
game 60 years ago, it was Kramer’s kick-
ing skills that sealed a title, capping off 
one of the greatest seasons in Packers’ 
history.

Booting the ball through the uprights, 
he was never more clutch than in that 
title game on Dec. 30, 1962. Fending 
off a cold, blustery New York City wind, 
Kramer banged three field goals, leading 
the  Packers to a 16-7 victory over the 
Giants at old Yankee Stadium. The title 
sealed back-to-back championships for 
Green Bay, a difficult feat in pro sports. 
After falling to the Philadelphia Eagles 
in a hard-fought championship game in 
1960, the Packers toppled New York in 
two straight title games, outscoring the 
G-Men, 53-7. In ’61, the Packers blasted 
the Giants 37-0 to win the organization’s 
first championship of the Lombardi Era 
and first since 1944.

Overall, Lombardi’s team was firing on 
all cylinders in ’62, finishing the season 
13-1.

“We came into that ’62 season with a 
little resolve,” Kramer said in a phone 
interview with Packerland. “The Phila-
delphia game was very painful to lose. 
We felt like we should have won it; we 
could have won it, but we didn’t and it 
hurt pretty good. That loss stayed with us 
for a long time and that’s probably why we 
won it in ’62.”

Winning the title in ’62 couldn’t have 
felt sweeter for Kramer. He was com-
ing off a series of injuries and setbacks, 

starting with a detached retina in the ’60 
season. Doctors wanted Kramer to have 
surgery to fix the eye ailment at the end 
of the regular season, but he put it off to 
play in the frustrating 17-13 loss to the 
Eagles.

In ’61, Kramer suffered a broken leg 
and missed several games, including the 
blowout victory over the Giants for the 
league championship. After two tumul-
tuous seasons, Kramer was determined 
to battle back from injuries and stay 
healthy. Before the ’62 season kicked off, 
he spent the offseason chasing rabbits 
to strengthen his agility and quickness. 
Kramer knew the Packers had the oppor-
tunity again to be the league’s best. He 
was hungry to contribute.

“I was running at anything that would 
run and let me chase it,” Kramer said. “I 
had a number of those moments where I 
didn’t know whether I was going to ever 
play again.”

While the era of the two-way player, 
starting on both offense and defense, was 
mostly phased out by the early ’60s, most 
starters still played on special teams. In 
’62, Kramer split place-kicking duties 
with halfback Paul Hornung. He didn’t 
disappoint, nailing 9 of 11 field goals, 
leading the league with an 81.8% suc-
cess rate. Kramer was also successful on 
38 of 39 extra-point attempts.

Heading into the championship clash 
with the Giants, the Packers were a bit 
awestruck playing in the Big Apple in 
venerable Yankee Stadium.

“Yankee Stadium was a wonderland,” 
Kramer said. “We’d all seen World Series 
games and championship fights and a va-
riety of great sporting events there. It was 
an awesome venue.”

To tame the players’ anxiousness, es-
pecially the rookies, Lombardi pulled 
Kramer aside right after the Packers 
arrived to the visitor’s locker room. The 
coach asked Kramer to walk around the 
stadium with the young players, get com-
fortable with the famous venue to ease 
their trepidations before kickoff of the 
biggest game of their lives.

“It was very emotional to be in that 
venue and very intimidating,” Kramer 
said.

The magnitude of the moment wasn’t 
lost on Kramer as well, despite being a 
five-year veteran and no stranger to big 
games.

“The first field goal I tried, I was a little 
bit nervous and a little uncomfortable in 
that stadium,” Kramer said. “But … I 
focused on staying down. I told myself, 
‘Stay down! Even after the ball is gone — 
magnify it.’ We tried going from about 35 
yards in the open-end of the field and I 
kept my head down really well and when 

Packers players on the 1962 team ham it up for a photographer. There were a lot 
of laughs that season as the Packers went 13-1 and won their second straight NFL 
championship.  PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE NEVILLE PUBLIC MUSEUM OF BROWN COUNTY

Packers legend reflects 
on 60th anniversary of 
1962 championship team

Kramer kicks 
his way to  
redemption
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I looked up, the ball had been outside the 
uprights. I thought I had missed. Then I 
see the official raise his hands as if its 
good. I’m like, ‘What the hell is he do-
ing?’”

Quarterback Bart Starr, serving as 
Kramer’s holder, didn’t want the kicker 
to stand around pondering what just hap-
pened.

“Bart is standing there next to me and 
he says, ‘Shut up and get off the field,’” 
Kramer remembers. “I said, ‘Yes, sir!’” 
Well, the wind had blown so hard, it had 
gone through the uprights and then blown 
it outside and I was so focused on not 
looking up and keeping my head down to 
make a good kick that I absolutely didn’t 
see it until it was outside the goalposts.”

Kramer’s 26-yard field goal gave the 
Packers a 3-0 lead in the first quarter. 
In the second quarter, fullback Jim Tay-
lor busted through for a 7-yard touch-
down run and Kramer’s extra-point kick 
pushed Green Bay’s lead to 10-0.

The Giants finally broke through to 
score in the third quarter. Tight end Jim 
Collier recovered a special teams fumble 
in the end zone to slice the Packers’ 
lead to 10-7. Kramer answered with his 
second field goal of the day, booting a 
29-yarder to give Green Bay a 13-7 ad-
vantage. With the previous year’s beat-
down fresh in their minds, the Giants 
fought hard to stay in the game, knowing 

another championship loss to the Packers 
would be devastating.

“I think they were a little embarrassed 
the year before,” Kramer said. “And we 
came into their home, their fans, their 
stadium, their lives, so they were pretty 
pumped up about the year before, the 
score and the embarrassment they en-
countered that they really came out with 
a firm jaw and a glean in their eye like, 
‘We’re here to take care of business.’ 
They played awfully well and I think a lot 
of that was due to the year before.”

Holding on to a slim lead in the fourth 
quarter, Kramer kicked the Giants out of 
contention with a 30-yard boot to ice the 
championship.

“On the third kick, we were at the other 
end (of the field) and the wind was still 
blowing pretty damn good,” Kramer said. 
“We’re at about the 35- or 40-yard line 
and I aimed 10 or so yards outside the 
goal post and I look up and the ball is 
going outside the goal post and the win 
catches it and brings it perfectly down 
the middle. That was a huge sigh of re-
lief.”

Kramer’s third field goal of the after-
noon was key because it meant the Gi-
ants would have to score twice to win the 
game. With the Packers’ defense holding 
firm, however, two scores in the waning 
minutes seemed unlikely. After Kramer’s 
final field goal sailed through the up-

rights, his teammates celebrated with the 
All-Pro guard turned clutch kicker.

“The guys pounded me on the back 
and I felt like a quarterback or a running 
back or … somebody that was human,” 
Kramer joked.

Overall, the game was evenly split 
with both teams gaining 18 first downs. 
The Giants outgained Green Bay in total 
yardage (291-244). But turnovers and an 
excellent effort from Taylor proved to be 
a major difference in the contest. The 
Giants committed three turnovers with 
two fumbles and an interception, while 
the Packers had zero turnovers. On the 
ground, Green Bay rumbled to 148 yards 
on 46 carries and a touchdown. Taylor 
had 31 carries for 85 yards, while Hor-
nung had eight attempts for 35 yards.

On defense, middle linebacker Ray 
Nitschke scooped up two fumble recover-
ies and left-side linebacker Dan Currie 
picked off Giants quarterback Y.A. Tittle, 
returning the ball 30 yards.

Kramer, tallying 10 points, received 
the game ball, but Nitschke was named 
MVP and scored an even bigger prize.

“The team voted for me to get the game 
ball. The writers voted Nitschke the game 
Corvette,” Kramer said. “In the classic, 
typical life of a frickin’ lineman, I got the 
ball, he got the Corvette.”

Packers dominate in ’62
For the most part, Green Bay steam-

rolled through the competition 60 years 
ago, leading the league in both points 
for, averaging 29.6 points per game, and 
points against, allowing only 10.6 points 
per game.

Defensively, paced by four All-Pros 
and a Pro Bowl selection, the Pack-
ers posted three shutouts in a 14-game 
schedule. The unit forced an astonishing 
64 turnovers with 31 interceptions and 33 
fumble recoveries. They collected seven 
turnovers twice in wins over the Vikings 
and Bears and five turnovers three times. 
Defensive backs Willie Wood, Herb Ad-
derley and Hank Gremminger combined 
for 21 interceptions, with Wood leading 
the NFL with nine.

On offense, Taylor enjoyed his best 
season, earning Associated Press MVP 
honors. The future Pro Football Hall of 
Famer led the league in yards rushing 
(1,474), touchdowns (19) and yards per 
game (105.3).

In a hard-fight game, the Packers beat the visiting Detroit Lions 9-7 at City Stadium 
on Oct. 7, 1962. The Packers’ only loss that season came at the hands of the Lions, 
falling 26-14 on the road on Nov. 22.
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Veteran wide receiver Randall Cobb tries to escape a tackle as Titans cornerback Roger McCreary closes in.

Packers defensive tackle Kenny Clark (97) fights through a Titans’ blocker as he tries to wrap up running back Derrick Henry.






