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mind if you play bad … just don’t play 
bad on Sundays,’” Butler said.

The debacle at Indy was a wake-up call. 
Green Bay banged out seven-straight vic-
tories after the upset loss, including two 
dominant playoff wins. In fact, a week fol-
lowing the Indy defeat, the Packers took 
their frustrations out on a dreaded foe — 
the Dallas Cowboys.

For years, the Cowboys had been a 
nemesis, constantly beating the Packers 
in both regular-season and postseason 
matchups. Not this time. Finally getting 
Dallas at Lambeau Field, the Packers 
thrashed the overmatched Cowboys, 45-
17. The game had a playoff atmosphere 
feel,

but the Packers clearly showed who the 
new prevailing force was in the NFC.

The Packers were ready to claim an-
other division title, but first they had to 
fend off a team on the rise — the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers.

In their first matchup, an Oct. 5 clash 
in Green Bay, the Packers held on for a 
21-16 win. By the second meeting, on 
Dec. 7 in Tampa, the Bucs were 9-4. 

Coach Tony Dungy’s team had a young, 
hungry defense ready to shut down Favre 
and Green Bay’s potent attack. Instead, 
it was the Packers’ defense that won the 
day. Held to only two Michael Husted 
field goals, Tampa Bay’s offense never got 
on track. Green Bay wrapped up the NFC 
Central crown with a 17-6 victory.

ROLLING THROUGH  
THE PLAYOFFS

Unlike the previous season, Green Bay 
did not have home-field advantage going 
into the ’97 playoffs, but the Packers felt 
confident.

They finished the season strong, se-
cured a first-round bye, and watched the 
playoff picture shake out to their liking. 
Green Bay would meet Tampa Bay again 
in the divisional round and San Fran-
cisco, who locked up home-field through-
out the playoffs, in the NFC title game. 
Two opponents the Packers had success 
against in recent years.

In the divisional playoff game, on Jan. 
4, 1998, the Packers looked a bit rusty, 
but managed to control the contest from 

start to finish, ending the Bucs’ season 
with a 21-7 win. Favre connected with 
Chmura for a short touchdown pass and 
Longwell booted two field goals to give 
Green Bay a 13-0 lead at halftime.

The Bucs cut the lead to 13-7 on a 
Mike Alstott touchdown run. Suddenly, 
the 60,000-plus fans packed into Lam-
beau Field had reason for concern. That’s 
when Favre issued a challenge to his 
teammates.

“I told ’em in the huddle, ‘Hey, this 
is what we get paid for,’” Favre told the 
Washington Post following the game. 
“Some guys go into a shell like a turtle. 
Some guys step up. This is the biggest 
game we’re going to play all year — until 
next week.”

Levens, who gashed the fierce Bucs de-
fense for 112 yards on 25 carries, sealed 
the win with a 2-yard TD run in the fourth 
quarter. It was on to San Francisco.

Reminiscent of how the Packers strug-
gled against those championship Cow-
boys teams just a few years’ prior, the 
49ers simply could not beat the Pack-
ers in the playoffs. Green Bay ended the 
49ers’ seasons in both the ’95 and ’96 
divisional playoffs. In ’97, however, un-
der first-year coach Steve Mariucci, San 
Francisco felt prepared to end the streak.

From 1992-95, Mariucci had served 
as the Packers’ quarterbacks coach. He 
helped mold Favre into an MVP, Super 
Bowl-winning signal-caller. Mariucci had 
unique knowledge of Favre’s strengths 

Brett Favre drops back to pass against the Chicago Bears during a game in the 
Packers’ Super Bowl run in the 1997 season. 

LeRoy Butler logs a tackle during the NFC 
championship game against the 49ers.





PACKERLANDPAGE 10 September 2022

and weaknesses. It didn’t help.
In the NFC championship game, on 

Jan. 11, Favre had a nearly flawless per-
formance, leading Green Bay to a 23-10 
victory. His stats weren’t eye-popping, 
but Favre completed 16 of 27 passes for 
227 yards, including a 27-yard TD strike 
to Freeman. Most importantly — no in-
terceptions.

On a rainy, muddy afternoon at 3Com 
Park, the Packers built a 13-3 halftime 
lead and relied on the running of Levens 
in the second half to secure their second-
consecutive NFC title. Levens had 27 
carries for 114 yards, including a 5-yard 
TD run to push Green Bay’s lead to 23-3 
with 3:10 left in the game.

The Packers’ defense, meanwhile, con-
tinued its late-season dominance. Head-
ing into the Super Bowl, they had not al-
lowed a touchdown pass for 31 quarters. 
Against the 49ers, Brown and Williams 
plugged the middle, allowing only 33 
yards rushing on 18 carries.

Green Bay looked like a team nobody 
wanted to face heading into the biggest 
game of the year.

“It’s the same feeling we had in our 
locker room a year ago,” Packers coach 
Mike Holmgren told reporters after the 
win, “but the road was quite different. I’ve 
always preached that you have to enjoy 
the journey. But when you’re repeating, 
that’s tough to do. Expectations are just 
so high. But once you’ve accomplished it, 
the feeling is the same.”

UPSET-MINDED BRONCOS  
END DREAM SEASON

It’s a question that’s haunted Packers 
fans for almost 25 years — what went 
wrong in Super Bowl XXXII?

Green Bay entered the game against 
the AFC champion Denver Broncos 
nearly two-touchdown favorites. Na-
tional media outlets heaped glowing 
praise on the Packers. It was almost a 
foregone conclusion the Packers would 
breeze through the Broncos en route to 
back-to-back titles.

The Broncos also didn’t have history 
on their side. Denver was 0-4 in Super 
Bowls — 0-3 with quarterback John El-
way at the helm.

“Really and truly, the Denver Bron-
cos don’t want any of this. Nobody’s 
up to the challenge at the moment,” 

wrote Washington Post columnist Mi-
chael Wilbon. “The Packers are the 
best team. They’re healthy, they’re on a 
roll, they’re appropriately arrogant. It’s 
their time. More specifically, it’s Brett 
Favre’s time.”

Denver did not buy into the hype.
In one of the most exhilarating games 

in Super Bowl history, the Broncos up-
set the Packers 31-24 on Jan. 25 at San 
Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium. Perhaps 
Denver was tired of hearing about how 
the Packers would trounce them in the 
days leading up to the championship. 
Bill Romanowski, the Broncos’ high-
strung linebacker, was never one to 
hold back. In a post-game television 
interview, he said so much of the build-
up before the game centered around the 
Packers.

“It made me want to puke,” Ro-
manowski said.

Utilizing its highly-regarded zone 
blocking scheme to perfection, Den-
ver’s running game ran the Packers’ de-
fense ragged. Running back Terrell Da-
vis, fending off a nauseating migraine 
headache, pounded out 157 yards and 
scored three touchdowns, all on 1-yard 
runs. The headache kept Davis side-
lined the whole second quarter, but he 
still earned Super Bowl MVP honors.

Defensively, the Broncos harassed 
the Packers with a gutsy blitz that kept 
Favre’s head on a swivel the entire 
game. Favre still managed to fire three 
TD passes, two to Freeman and one to 
Chmura. Freeman played an excellent 
game, hauling in nine passes for 126 

yards. After two outstanding playoff 
games, Denver held Levens in check: 
90 yards rushing, 19 carries, no touch-
downs.

On the other side, the Packers’ de-
fense looked tired and worn out. But-
ler led the team with nine tackles, but 
White was held to only one. The Pack-
ers recorded no sacks.

Despite less than stellar stats (12 for 
22 passing, 123 yards, no TDs), Elway 
finally had his championship. But the 
Broncos didn’t need to rely on their fu-
ture hall-of-fame quarterback.

Davis and the running game carved 
up Green Bay with 179 yards.

For the Packers, the stunning loss 
was a bitter pill to swallow. A win would 
have meant consecutive Lombardi Tro-
phies. The stepping stone to a potential 
dynasty. Denver wiped away all of that.

“We’re a one-hit wonder, just a fart 
in the wind,” Packers General Manager 
Ron Wolf told the media after the game.

Several months later, Wolf sat down 
with longtime Packers beat writer Bob 
McGinn. The GM admitted the Broncos 
simply out-executed the Packers.

“I never thought that would be pos-
sible,” Wolf said. “But let me say this. 
We were defeated.

There wasn’t anything flukish about 
it.”

Years later, Holmgren was blamed 
for not making in-game adjustments 
that cost his team dearly. Whatever the 
case, 25 years later the ’97 Packers are 
remembered as a dominant squad, just 
falling short of the ultimate prize. 

The Packers’ offensive line paves a lane for Dorsey Levens during Super Bowl XXXII.














