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Chamber Gift Certificates make 
great gifts - and good at

over 250 businesses.

Your Gateway to Getaways915 E. Mineral St • Unit B Platteville 608-348-6966

Memories   Tour & 
  Travel, 
  LLC

608-762-5795

Exit 26 and turn on 
Mound Ave. Rd. 

by the Clark Station.

CUSHMAN’S 
GREENHOUSE

608-205-4531
www.bluenoterepair.com

200 N. Court St.
Platteville

COUNTDOWN
 SHOP Local This Christmas 

See any of these businesses for holiday gift certificates or cards in any denomination.

Shop Local

PLATTEVILLEin front of Walmart/Menards 

HEISER 
HARDWARE

Bottom of Main, Platteville, WI

Be Wiser... Buy Heiser 
608-348-5231

Available 
in any 

amount.

608-348-4407
Like us on Facebook 
@ popcornkernelplat

65 W. 
Main St.

Platteville375 E. Bus. Hwy. 151
Platteville 

(608) 348-9993

Bus. Hwy. 151
Platteville608-348-3041

1535 East Business Hwy 151
PLATTEVILLE

608-348-2484
FarmandFleet.com

W. Hwy. 151Platteville608-348-7808

Hwy 151
Platteville608-348-8560

Fever River Puppeteers present

“Singalong Nativity”

Tickets $5 AT DOOR ONLY!
 Hazel Green Opera House, 2130 Main St., Hazel Green, WI

 Info: 608-732-7129

SATuRDAY, DecembeR 17Th

11am & 2pm

SuNDAY, DecembeR 18Th

2pm
1527 E. 

Bus. Hwy. 151
Platteville

(608) 348-8909

Bounty Hunter
ON SALE

NOW!

ACCESSORIES
Dec. 18 – 31, 202220% Off

Switch to

with us

METAL 
DETECTORS

Graduations 
Saturday
u UWP from page 1
ninth president of the UW 
System June 1. He previously 
served as the chairman and 
CEO of the law firm Foley 
and Lardner LLP. Rothman 
earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Marquette University 
and his law degree from Har-
vard Law School.

The College of BILSA se-
nior speaker and valedicto-
rian is Ryan Erickson, an ag-
ricultural education major, 
from Barron. Dr. Louis I. Nze-
gwu, professor emeritus of the 
School of Business, will serve 
as the ceremony’s marshal.

Grace Trenkamp will de-
liver the senior speaker ad-
dress for the College of LAE, 
which includes associate de-
gree and master’s degree can-
didates. Trenkamp is an en-
vironmental science and con-
servation and theatre double 
major from Preston, Iowa. Dr. 
Rosalyn Broussard, professor 
emerita of political science, 
will serve as the ceremony’s 
marshal. The valedictorian is 
Bailey Watson, a history ma-
jor from Brodhead.

The commencement cer-
emonies will conclude with 
the College of EMS. Brendan 
Weber, a mathematics in sec-
ondary education major from 
Potosi, is the senior speaker. 
Dr. Joanne Wilson, provost 
emerita, will serve as the cer-
emony’s marshal. Justin Pen-
kalski, a software engineering 
major from Franklin, is the 
valedictorian.

Since 1866, UW–Platte-
ville has provided affordable 
and accessible education to 
students of Southwest Wis-
consin, Iowa, Illinois and 
other parts of the country and 
world. Nearly 60,000 students 
have earned UW–Platteville 
diplomas.

For more details about 
commencement, visit https://
www.uwplatt.edu/commence-
ment.

First fatal 
crash of ’22
u CRASH from page 1
reached the vehicle they saw 
the driver was still inside and 
was dead, the Sheriff ’s Of-
fice said. 

The Sheriff ’s Office said 
Dinger was driving north on 
78 Wednesday overnight or 
morning when his car crossed 
over the southbound lane hit 
the guardrail, traveled be-
hind the guardrail and went 
airborne before landing in 
the river. 

Blanchardville and Argyle 
Fire and Blanchardville EMS 
assisted at the scene.

The crash remains under 
investigation. Dinger is La-
fayette County’s first traffic 
fatality this year. 

UWP Richland students, staff want to save their campus
Petition to 
Regents; 
Facebook 
group formed
by Matt Johnson
johnsonmedialabs@gmail.com

RICHLAND CENTER — A 
Richland County supervisor 
created a group on Facebook 
with the intent of developing 
interest in improving enroll-
ment at UW–Richland.

The group, “Save our UW–
Richland Campus,” was 
started by Shaun Murphy-
Lopez in reaction to steeply 
falling enrollment at the two-
year UW campus located in 
Richland Center. According to 
UW System statistics, enroll-
ment over the last eight years 
has fallen from approximately 
450 students to 65 students at 
the college.

The education committee of 
the board of supervisors has 
passed a resolution asking 
UW–Platteville, which over-
sees recruiting at UW–Rich-
land, to return a full-time en-
rollment recruiter to be based 
in, and work solely out of, 
UW–Richland.

When enrollment was 
around 450 students, UW–
Richland had an on-campus 
recruiter. About eight years 

ago UW–Richland had that 
recruiter moved to the UW–
Platteville campus. Enroll-
ment has fallen dramatically 
ever since.

UW–Platteville interim 
chancellor Dr. Tammy Eve-
tovich has said that the uni-
versity system has an en-
rollment plan in place for 
UW–Richland, but she has 
not specifically addressed re-
turning a recruiting employee 
full-time to the UW–Richland 
campus.

UW–Platteville oversees 
the Richland and Baraboo/
Sauk County campuses. Both 
of the smaller campuses are 
seeing sharper declines in 
enrollment compared to UW–
Platteville.

Richland County is cur-
rently facing an operational 
budget shortfall between 
2024-2027 of $4.59 million. A 
combination of cuts to depart-
ments, increased fees and lo-
cal taxes and an operational 

referendum have been iden-
tified as the best way to ap-
proach finding the money to 
stem the budget shortfall.

County Board chair Marty 
Brewer has said he has con-
cerns with the county’s ongo-
ing operational costs to main-
tain buildings on the UW–
Richland campus that are 
not being fully utilized due 
to the enrollment crisis. The 
county owns the UW–Rich-
land campus and buildings, 
which were first developed as 
the normal school teacher’s 
college was assimilated into 
the UW–System in 1967. The 
UW–System has a perpetual 
lease on the campus with 20 
years remaining.

UW–Richland has become 
a part of the Richland Center 
and county community. The 
university offers full educa-
tional plans for students and 
has been host to countless 
foreign students throughout 
the years. The college has an 

athletic program that’s not 
fully being used because of 
the sharp decrease in enroll-
ment.

“Save our UW–Richland 
Campus” has gained 382 
members as of Tuesday morn-
ing. A petition to help the 
campus – seeking input from 
other state legislators – has 
more than 1,000 signatures 
according to a post by  Mur-
phy-Lopez on the Facebook 
page.

The “about” section of the 

page, written by Murphy-Lo-
pez includes, in part:

“... Due to many factors be-
ginning with the regionaliza-
tion of the UW Colleges and 
progressing to the current 
branch campus model, UW–
Richland was slowly disman-
tled through lack of financial 
support, eliminating the po-
sition of Dean, drastically 
reducing faculty and staff, 
having no marketing or stra-
tegic plans, eliminating the 
international coordinators 

and discontinuing Continu-
ing Education and youth pro-
gramming.

“The Community is now 
disheartened and upset. UW 
System is proposing to end 
all in-person instruction on 
July 1, 2023. This will mean 
our college students will have 
to move away from Richland 
County, and we will lose our 
connection to the national and 
international student com-
munity. There is tremendous

See RICHLAND page 3A u


