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Rural electric co-ops get S1IB from USDA for clean energy innovation

By JACOB FISCHLER

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture will begin to ad-
minister two loan and grant
programs worth nearly $11
billion to boost clean en-
ergy systems in rural areas,
administration officials said

Tuesday.
Congress approved the
federal spending — $9.7

billion for a grant and loan
program the department is
calling the New Empower-
ing Rural America program,
or New ERA, and $1 billion
for a Powering Affordable
Clean Energy program that
will provide partly forgivable
loans — in the energy, health
and taxes law Democrats
passed last summer.

The funding “continues
an ongoing effort to ensure
that rural America is a full
participant in this clean en-
ergy economy,’ Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack told
reporters on a teleconference
in advance of the announce-

Rural areas can have more
difficulty than more urban
ones in attracting private sec-
tor investment, White House
National Climate Advisor Ali
Zaidi said. The programs are
intended to allow those rural
areas to take advantage of an
industry-wide trend to invest
in clean energy production.

“There’s a favorable wind
blowing here,” he said. “This
allows rural communities to
put up a sail.”

The programs are meant to
put rural electric cooperatives
on equal footing with larger
privately owned companies
that have already put major
funding into clean energy de-
ployment, Vilsack said.

The programs represent
the largest single funding
effort for rural electrifica-
tion since President Franklin
Roosevelt signed the Rural
Electrification Act in 1936, a
USDA press release said.

The money is meant not
only to address the climate

impacts of fossil fuel energy
and reduce home energy
costs, but to act as an eco-
nomic engine for rural areas,
Zaidi said.

Zaidi cited a Stateline
analysis that showed seven
of the top 10 largest gross
domestic product growth in-
creases between 2019 and
2021 had significant wind
farm production.

Rural electric coopera-
tives are eligible for the New
ERA program. Up to 25% of
the funding in that program
can be in the form of direct
grants. Utilities can use the
money to build renewable
energy systems, zero-emis-
sion systems and carbon cap-
ture facilities, according to
the department release.

The climate law allows
“the stacking of benefits,”
Vilsack said. That means
utilities that receive loans
and grants through the pro-
gram can also use the clean
energy tax credits that were

approved in the law, he said.

The USDA will begin to
accept initial applications
for funding on July 31. Ap-
plicants are expected to write
more detailed proposals for
funding after the USDA ac-
cepts their initial applica-
tions.

The PACE program pro-
vides loans to renewable en-
ergy developers and electric
service providers “to help fi-
nance large-scale solar, wind,
geothermal, biomass, hydro-
power projects and energy
storage in support of renew-
able energy systems,” the re-
lease said.

The program is targeted to
“vulnerable, disadvantaged,
Tribal and energy communi-
ties,” the release said. It’s in
line with a Biden administra-
tion goal to give at least 40%
of the overall benefits of cer-
tain federal spending to dis-
advantaged communities.

The USDA can forgive up
to 40% of most of the loans

in the program. Up to 60% of
loans to applicants in some
U.S. territories and tribal
communities can be forgiven.

Initial applications for that
program will open June 30.

Jacob Fischler is a reporter with
States Newsroom Washington Bu-
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BOSCOBEL, Wi
Depot Park
Open Every Saturday
MAY 6 - OCT. 28| 8 AM - NOON
THE DEPOT PARK | BOSCOBEL, WI
FRESH PRODUCE EGGS & MEAT
BAKED & CANNED GOGDS
HONEY & SYRUPS
CRAFTS & ARTWORK

Contact Us For More Infu (608) 391 0635 Or

l.com
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reau. This story is a product of States
Newsroom, a network of news bu-
reaus supported by grants and a co-
alition of donors as a 501¢(3) public
charity, and was shared with permis-
sion through the Mississippi River
Basin Ag & Water Desk, an editori-
ally independent reporting network
based at the University of Missouri.

SIDEWALK CHALK

CONTEST

Saturday, July 8th | Registration 8am
5 age groups: Pre K, Elementary,
Middle School, High School & Adult

$ , 0 1st Prize will be awarded
per age cateyary 4
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DYLAN MARLOWE
MOKING GUN SHOWDOWN

ROB LEINES
' HIGH MILEAGE

KICKAPOO STUMP DODGER ALLISON’S BIKE
CAMPG% ( gwgﬂ GIVEAWAY

STUMPDODGERBASH.COM + 608-735-4929 « INFOQKSDCAMPGROUND.COM -+ 303 MAIN ST. | GAYS MILLS, WI | PO BOX 191

DESPERADOS MCCORMICK

WONDER BAR & GRILL
ERIDAY FISH & DINNER SPECIALS COE&ESE%ESW

SOLDIERS GROVE, WI
608 624 33] 8 103 SUNBEAM BLVD E | 608-624-5440

AT GAYS MILLS PARK

meam

Approx. 9:30pm by the
Gays Mills Fire Dept.
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- CORY FARLEY BAND

JAYR BRINK BAND
TYLER DEAVER

RIVER SWIGGUM ¢ OPENS FRI & SAT
WITH THE NATIONAL ANTHEM :

JUNE 30 -JULY 1, 2023
TICKETS:

WEEKEND PASS - $50 | DAY PASS - $30
CHILDREN 16 & UNDER FREE WITH PAID ADULT
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BABB REAL ESTATE uic

ROBIN BABB
BROKER/OWNER/MEMBER

Office: 608-735-4391 - Cell: 608-553-4611
www.babbrealestate.com - Email: bre@mwt.net

104 CEDAR ST/HWY 131 N, GAYS MILLS

REALTOR

46505 State
Highway 171
GAYS MILLS

NURSERY
608-735-6000

CAMPBELL’S
ONE STOP

Open 7 days a week until 10 p.m.
Ryan & Krystal
Soldiers Grove ¢ (608) 624-5701

GENERAL STORE
608'735'4000 16734 State Highway 131

GAYS MILLS, Wi 3
OCOOCHMOUNTAINGENERALSTORE.COM{ .

Hnllcrt
Orchard

Gays Mills - 608-624-5762

Country (iardens

MO:‘EEEAHD'—EOONGE‘. .
Brick Oven Pizzas & Other Great Food

Soldiers Grove | 608-624-3254
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9 AM TO DUSK
« Bounce House

ALL DAY

. $20 Wristband
. Concessions

10 AM KICKOFF
. Kickball Tournament

Sunday: 11:00-6:00 All proceeds go back into the
youth softball/baseball summer rec

608-734-3717

thhland-Grant v
608-537-2461

BLUE RIVER, WI

REENER’
GCORN ERSS

The Convenience Store with More

SENECA * 608-734-3018 608—735—4758

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY FROM SIRI AT

Kickapsse Vair
BEAUTY SALON

39 years of Faithful Service
TANNING AVAILABLE

READSTOWN | 608-629-5122

CKAPQ
KIEXCHANGEQ
NATURAL FOODS CO-0P

Gays Mills » 608-735-4544

mme NO BULL
PARTY PLACE

OPEN: Tues-Sat: 8 a.m. Breakfast

The following
businesses wish you a
Safe and Happy Holiday
observance of our

Nation's Freedom! SOLAR MEATS

~ LLC —

%
101 SUNBEAM BLVD E,
SOLDIERS GROVE ¢ (608) 624-5525
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C awford County
Independent and
Kickapoo Scout

Gays Mills + 608-735-4413
KICKAPOO

KWKSTOP bp{:}

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Grocery
896 W. KICKAPOO ST.,
READSTOWN - 608-629-5717

7 AM- 6 PM
JULY 4TH

GAYS MILLS

FUNERALS « CREMATIONS .« RECEPTIONS
SERVING:
Gays Mills ¢ Viroqua ¢ Readstown
Westby ¢ LaFarge ¢ Viola

Sensors for HYAC/R
Gays Mills | 608-735-4800

""NORTH
CRAWFORD

120 Sunset
Ridge Ave
Suite 115
Gays Mills
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608 448-6880

BAR & GRILL

PIZZA « BURGERS * DRINKS

Gays Mills « 608-735-4488
Open Daily 10:30 am




