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AV-W school board gets a glimpse at seventh grade concerns
By Brian Jopek

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Bullying and being bullied, along
with the policy the Arbor Vitae-
Woodruff (AV-W) school district
has in place for student cell phone
usage, were a couple items on the
minds of several of the district’s
seventh grade students the AV-W
school board were updated about
at its May 8 meeting. 
AV-W school board president

Judy Nelson informed the rest of
the school board she had recently
visited with AV-W seventh
graders and had some “food for
thought.”
She said among the issues, when

she asked them what could be im-
proved at AV-W, were more phys-
ical activity throughout the school
day and longer recess. 
“The biggest issue that we talked

about was a little surprising to me
but it was bullying,” Nelson said.
“We had quite a discussion about
it. The discussion started out with,

basically, ‘What was the school
board gonna do about this?’”
She said she asked the students

how many of them had been bul-
lied. 
“It was pretty much every hand

that went up,” Nelson said. “I said
‘Be just as honest with me. How
many of you have been the bullier?’
And it was the majority of the
hands that went up. And I said ‘So,
who can stop this? You or the
board?’ So, we had some discussion
about that. ‘What if you had been
on the receiving end why would
you treat your fellow students that
way? Do you want them to feel the
way you feel?’”
She said she was surprised to

hear the students, for the most
part, indicate they don’t tell any-
one when the bullying takes place.
“They do not tell the teacher or

seek assistance because they don’t
want to be viewed as a snitch,”
Nelson said. “I did tell them I
would share their comments with
the board. On the cell phone issue

and the bullying issue. I asked
them to get into small groups, big
groups, whatever and give us their
thoughts and ideas. How do they
think they should be able to report
it (bullying)? What do they think
should happen? You can’t just ac-
cuse somebody and then something
happens to them. It has to be inves-
tigated and be looked at. Was it a
misunderstanding? Was it picking
on someone? Was it truly bullying?
We’re not just gonna take one per-
son’s word. That one person bullied
them and then they were expelled.”
Nelson said she stressed to the

students the need to put together
their thoughts and present them to
the school board and if they don’t,
“it’s probably not gonna go any-
where further because they
haven’t given us some feedback.”
“If they do, I didn’t promise them

what the result would be but it
would be taken under considera-
tion,” she said.
Regarding cellphones, which are

to be kept in a student’s locker dur-

ing a school day at AV-W, Nelson
said the students “made some inter-
esting points about cellphones.”
“One comment was “Why can’t

they keep it in their pocket turned
off?’” she said. “I said ‘Tell me how
that’s different from having it in
your locker?’”
Nelson said the students had

questions about what would hap-
pen if there was an emergency and
the building had to be evacuated. 
“Then, their cell phone is in their

locker versus with them so they
can call their mom and dad,” she
said. “It was a good discussion.
They were very respectful. I said
‘What I charge you with is what
do you think you should be al-
lowed to do?’ And what should be
the consequence if someone
doesn’t follow the rules?’ If they
brought that back to us, we would
look at what they presented and
give it some consideration.”

Brian Jopek may be reached via
email at
bjopek@lakelandtimes.com.

Bullying and the district’s cell phone policy among issues with older students

Demmer Library welcomes
new director Peter Kotarba
The Demmer Library board of

trustees and staff are happy to an-
nounce that Peter Kotarba has ac-
cepted the position of director for
the Demmer Library in Three Lakes. 
The search for a director began in

May of 2022, when former director
Erica Brewster announced her inten-
tions to move to Door County to join
her husband. 
Kotarba was hired at Demmer in

August of 2022 as the technical serv-
ice librarian and library accounts
manager. He came to the position
having already earned his master’s
degree in library and information

sciences. 
Demmer Library board president

Ann Asbeck is confident that serv-
ing in the director position will fur-
ther contribute to Kotarba’s learning
as he works toward his library-fo-
cused career goals.  
April Hansen, who has been act-

ing director since Feb. 15, says that
the staff and patrons are excited to
have Peter in the role. 
For questions or more informa-

tion, call 715-546-3391 or visit
www.demmerlibrary.org. You can
also follow the Demmer Library on
Facebook for more details. 
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Stop by to Visit our 
Model Homes and Showroom

Chad Marquardt 
chad@everestcustomhomes.com

Scott Clem
scott@everestcustomhomes.com
Hwy 51 South & Lee Rd Minocqua, WI 54548

3 Miles South of the Minocqua Bridge

715.356.3636
w w w.e v e r e s t c u s t o m h o m e s.c o m 

Proud to be locally owned and operated!
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9883 Hwy. 70 W. • Minocqua • 1.2 mi.
West on Hwy. 70 • 715-358-7437

www.lakesidedocks.com

Experience • Perfection

#1 US
FLOE 
Dealer

Stop in
today and
go with the
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATING

ISLAND CITY DRAY, INC.
F13474 Hwy. 70 West, Minocqua
www.islandcitydray.com
Jim Bowman, MP/MPRS 222905 • Mark Bowman, CST 224653

715-356-3118
   Fax 715-356-7089 

• Soil Testing & Evaluations
• Building Demolition,
Land Development

• Driveway & Road Improvement
and Compacting

• Skidsteer & Mini Excavator Service
• Bulldozing & General Trucking
• Food Plot Creation

• Road Gravel & Granite, 
Recycled Blacktop

• Screened Topsoil, Fill Dirt
• Washed Stone, Fieldstone/RipRap
• Private & Commercial
Snowplowing

• Driveway & Parking Lot 
Sanding and Sweeping

We Move the Earth For You! Since
1954

WE’RE HIRING! Stop by or call TODAY! EOE


