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CONGRATULATIONS,

FFA!!
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www.bankofbrodhead.com
CALL US TODAY!
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110 E. Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522

4th Generation Specializing in Farm & Construction

is proud to support

THE LOCAL FFA  
CHAPTERS

Our Loyalty Program is available at all our 
stores! Look for our Specials. Delivering 

Gas, Diesel & Fuel (residential heating oil).

We Have 3 Cenex Locations: 
Blanchardville, Argyle & New Glarus

Our office is always available 
for questions 608-523-4294

PROUD TO BE SUPPORTER TO ALL FFA CHAPTERS

Stockton FFA

Photo supplied

INDIANAPOLIS — This 
month, FFA members around 
the country will celebrate 
agriculture and FFA during 
National FFA Week.

Today, FFA provides the 
next generation of leaders 
who will change the world. 
As the nation’s top school-
based youth leadership devel-
opment organization, FFA 
helps young people meet new 
agricultural challenges by 
encouraging members to 
develop their unique talents 
and explore their interests in a 
broad range of career path-
ways. FFA members are our 
future leaders, food suppliers, 
innovators and more!

Whether through service 
projects or community gath-
erings, National FFA Week is 
a time for FFA members to 
raise awareness about the 
National FFA Organization’s 
role in developing future 
leaders and the importance of 
agricultural education.

National FFA Week always 

runs from Saturday to 
Saturday and encompasses 
Feb. 22, George Washington’s 
birthday. This year, the week 
kicks off on Feb. 18 and cul-
minates on Saturday, Feb. 25.

The National FFA Board of 
Directors designated the 
weeklong tradition, which 
began in 1948, to recognize 
Washington’s legacy as an 
agriculturist and farmer. A 
group of young farmers 
founded FFA in 1928, and the 
organization has been influ-
encing generations that agri-
culture is more than planting 
and harvesting — it involves 
science, business and more.

“National FFA Week is a 
meaningful week for mem-
bers across our country as we 
celebrate the organization, 
share the message of positive 
youth development through 
FFA and promote agricul-
ture,” said National FFA 
Advisor Dr. Travis Park. 
“During this week, FFA chap-
ters across the country cele-

brate agriculture while thank-
ing their supporters — their 
local alumni chapters, agri-
culture teachers, or local 
businesses. Today, FFA and 
agricultural education contin-
ue to play a key role in devel-
oping the next generation of 
leaders and those who will fill 
the ever-growing need in the 
talent pipeline across our 
food systems.”

National FFA Week is a 
time for FFA members to 
share agriculture with their 
fellow students and commu-
nities. During FFA Week, 
chapters also give back to 
their communities through 
various service projects.

The six national FFA offi-
cers will connect with chap-
ters across the country 
throughout the week — deliv-
ering keynotes, greetings, 
workshops and more.

President Andrew Seibel 
will visit with FFA members 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
Western Region Vice 

President Ryan Williamson 
will visit FFA members in 
Delaware and West Virginia. 
Eastern Region Vice President 
Gracie Murphy will visit with 
FFA members in Mississippi 
and Louisiana. Central 
Region Vice President 
Karstyn Cantrell will visit 
with FFA members in 
Alabama and Tennessee. 
Southern Region Vice 
President MacKenna Clifton 
will visit with FFA members 
in Indiana and Michigan. 
National FFA Secretary Jess 
Herr will visit with FFA 
members in Oregon and 
California.

The National FFA 
Organization is a school-
based national youth leader-
ship development organiza-
tion of more than 850,000 
student members as part of 
8,995 local FFA chapters in 
all 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Students celebrate agriculture and 
leadership around the country

INDIANAPOLIS 
— The FFA emblem 
is one of the most 
iconic images in the 
agricultural industry 
and dates back nearly 
100 years. However, 
the creation of this 
emblem is shrouded 
in both history and 
mystery. While the 
current emblem fea-
tures five icons repre-
senting the history, 
goals and ambition of 
the National FFA 
Organization, other 
symbols were consid-
ered throughout the years 
and could have changed 
everything from the patches 
on FFA jackets to the words 
spoken during opening cer-
emonies.

One alternative icon con-
sidered was the horn of 
plenty. According to the 
ancient Greeks, baby Zeus 
was cared for and fed by 
Amalthea when he broke off 
one of her horns. This horn 
began to emit a constant 
supply of food for him. For 
these reasons, the horn of 
plenty became the symbol 
of prosperity, wealth and 
abundance.

Strong academic pro-
grams are a cornerstone to 
successful FFA chapters. 
This academic angle was 
meant to be represented by 
the lamp of knowledge. The 
lamp of knowledge is 
derived from the ancient 
Egyptian lamp, the same 
symbol used for the genie 
lamp in Disney’s Aladdin. 
With an eternal flame of 
knowledge, the lamp often 
symbolizes academic excel-
lence.

Long before the steel 
plow became popular, many 
farmers used a spade in their 
fields. The original FFA 
emblem was inspired by a 
young farmers’ organization 
in Denmark called 
L a n d ø k o n o m i s k 
Rejsebureau, which show-
cased an owl sitting on top 
of a spade. While there is 
very little collective sym-
bolism with a spade, it is 
often associated with hard 
work.

Once it was decided to 
move forward with a plow 
instead of a spade, another 
major point of contention 

was whether the plow 
should be sitting on top of 
the ground or be in the 
ground. A plow as an object 
(sitting on top of the ground) 
represents the reaping of 
life. But the significance of 
plowing (in the ground) rep-
resented receiving truth.

One part of the emblem 
that is often overlooked is 
the eagle at the top. In early 
FFA history, the eagle was 
left off in preference for a 
simple circular image. Once 
the trademark of the emblem 
was secured, the eagle 
became a permanent fea-
ture. However, the debate 
continued regarding the 
number of arrows in the 
eagle’s grasp. An original 
proposal recommended 13 
arrows to represent the orig-
inal colonies. However, this 
design led to an infringe-
ment issue with the National 
Seal. There was further con-
fusion depending on who 
manufactured items with 
the FFA emblem. If you 
look through your FFA 
memorabilia, you can see 
some emblems with three 
arrows and others with five 
arrows.

Like any living organiza-
tion, the symbolism and ico-
nography used to represent 
the National FFA 
Organization is ever-chang-
ing. While it has been 
decades since the emblem 
was last modified, there 
may come a day when addi-
tional changes are made to 
continue to represent the 
vastness and great diversity 
represented by the world’s 
largest agricultural youth 
organization.

What’s in an emblem?

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Individuals across the coun-
try can make a difference in 
the lives of the more than 
850,000 FFA members this 
month by participating in 
Give FFA Day during 
National FFA Week.

For the eighth year, during 
National FFA Week, individ-
uals will have an opportunity 
to step up and support FFA 
and agricultural education 
through Give FFA Day on 
Thursday, Feb. 23. Funds 
raised support various pro-
grams on local, state and 
national levels. During the 24 
hours of giving, donors can 
donate to National FFA and 
the state FFA associations of 
their choice.

In February, we will cele-
brate FFA, advisors and 
members as part of National 
FFA Week, which includes 
giving back during Give FFA 
Day. For more than 90 years, 
the National FFA Organization 
has strived to make a differ-
ence in students’ lives. 
Donations help FFA grow the 
next generation of leaders. 
Through FFA, members can 
find their paths to success.

With a membership of 
more than 850,000, there is a 
need for sustained funding to 
provide valuable programs, 
events, skills training and 
more; through generous sup-
porters like those on Give 
FFA Day, FFA members can 
thrive.

“Every ounce of help and 
support makes a huge differ-
ence in the lives of every 

single FFA member across 
the nation,” said Mary Ann 
Fox, an Iowa state FFA offi-
cer. “The experiences you are 
supporting help make mem-
bers ready for the next step in 
their lives.”

This year, the organization 
aims to raise $500,000 during 
the 24 hours of Give FFA 
Day. FFA hopes to achieve 
this by challenging everyone 
to contribute throughout the 
day with a goal of having 
2,000 donors participate.

RFD-TV has generously 
pledged to match the first 
$100,000 in donations on 
Give FFA Day. “No one does 
a better job of preparing lead-
ers for the next generation 
than FFA,” Patrick Gottsch, 
president of Rural Media 
Group Inc., said.  “For 22 
years now, RFD-TV has sup-
ported FFA in every way pos-
sible, and I am so proud to be 
associated with the best of 
America’s youth.  Anyone 
who donates to FFA with 
their time or money can be 
assured that it is going to be a 
great investment.”

In addition, American 
Family Insurance and John 
Deere will also match dona-
tions on Give FFA Day. 
Matching details will be 
announced throughout the 
day.

“Donors at every level 
ensure we continue to grow 
the future leaders of agricul-
ture and the world,” said 
Kimberly Coveney, the annu-
al fund manager for the 
National FFA Foundation. 

“Give FFA Day is an opportu-
nity for each FFA supporter to 
magnify their impact on the 
lives of young people when 
they join other donors across 
the country. Every gift makes 
a difference, and we are 
grateful for our donors and 
their continued support and 
belief in FFA and agricultural 
education.”

To prepare for Give FFA 
Day, visit FFA.org/
GiveFFADay. See how you 
can give back to the organiza-
tion and encourage others to 
do the same.

The National FFA 
Organization is a school-
based national youth leader-
ship development organiza-
tion of more than 850,000 
student members as part of 
8,995 local FFA chapters in 
all 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

ABOUT NATIONAL FFA 
ORGANIZATION

The National FFA 
Organization is a school-
based national youth leader-
ship development organiza-
tion of more than 850,000 
student members as part of 
8,995 local FFA chapters in 
all 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. The 
FFA mission is to make a 
positive difference in the 
lives of students by develop-
ing their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth 
and career success through 
agricultural education. For 
more, visit the National FFA 
Organization online at FFA.

org and on Facebook and 
Twitter.

NATIONAL FFA 
FOUNDATION

The National FFA 
Foundation builds partner-
ships with industry, educa-
tion, government, other foun-
dations, and individuals to 
secure financial resources 
that recognize FFA member 
achievements, develop stu-
dent leaders, and support the 
future of agricultural educa-
tion. Governed by a 19-mem-
ber board of trustees com-
posed of educators, business 
leaders, individual donors 
and FFA Alumni, the founda-
tion is a separately registered 
nonprofit organization. About 
82 percent of every dollar 
received by the foundation 
supports FFA members and 
agricultural education oppor-
tunities. For more, visit FFA.
org/Give.

Giving back to help grow future 
leaders through Give FFA Day

“Give FFA Day is 
an opportunity 
for each FFA 
supporter to 
magnify their 
impact on the 
lives of young 

people when they 
join other donors 

across the 
country.”

 
— Kimberly Coveney, 

FFA fund manager



The Monroe Times Saturday, February 25, 2023	 Celebrating 125 years	 FFA | 15

104 8th St. Monroe, WI
608-325-7770 • 1-888-289-7832

Visit us at www.rudaauto.com

Learning 
Skills  

for  
Tomorrow

& Affiliates 

the next
generation
of leaders. 

Supp�ting

Proud to Support Our  
LOCAL FFA     
CHAPTERS!

1029 16TH AVENUE
MONROE, WI 53566

608.325.2600

Proudly Supporting 
The Local FFA Chapters!

Richard Haijenga or Ryan Judd - 410 S. Hancock, Freeport, IL 61032
815.235.7400 OR 815.369.4648 • WWW.STEPHENSONFS.COM

Farm | Auto | Life | Home | Business
Let us help you with all your insurance needs

Call Us Today!
Craig Kamholz • Mia Wahl • Jason Andes 

1331 19th St., Monroe, WI • 608-328-8108

Proudly 

supporting 

our local FFA 

Chapters

Step back in time... visit one of 
our oldest tavern in New Glarus

Proud To 
Support FFA

• Original Back bar and ice box
• See our folk art wall murals 

painted in 1913
• Enjoy our beer garden
• Featuring New Glarus 

Brewery beers
• Soups & Sandwiches

TRUCK CENTER, INC.
TRIANGLE

Your Authorized Shur-Co® Dealer:

We are proud to Salute the FFA Chapters!

608-325-5200
W5625 Aebly Rd. Monroe, WI

Large Inventory of Truck Parts that apply to all makes & 
models including “Shur-Lok” parts & tarps from Shurco

WE SALUTE
FFA

239 N Main St
P.O. Box 38
Monticello, WI 53570
608-938-4008

Proud Supporters  
of our Local FFA’s

608.325.3810201 N 29TH AVE. 
MONROE, WI 53566

PROUD FFA SUPPORTER

People... Products... Knowledge...
W5607 Aebly Road | Monroe, WI 53566

(608) 328-1441

820 W. 17th St. Monroe, WI • 608-329-3900
1637 4th Ave W

Monroe

Monroe and the Stateline area for  
supporting us in our efforts.

We’re proud of the opportunity to  
help support our local farming 

economic community.

RENEWABLE
Need more grow more

CLEAN BUILDING
ENVIRONMENTALLY 

FRIENDLY 
From the Farm - Back to the Farm

THANK YOU, 

PROUD TO SUPPORT FFA!

607 River St., Belleville n 608.424.3367
www.mikeoconnoragency.comMike O’Conner, Agent

Car n Home n Health n Life
“Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

Farming is hard work...

New & Used • Parts & Service
H&S – J&M – LOFTNESS SHREDDERS – MAHINDRA

TRACTORS – DIXIE CHOPPER LAWN MOWERS – CID 
LANDOLL – MACDON – KUHN KNIGHT – FARM KING 

WOODS – LOYAL – RENN – GT. MTG. – RITE WAY  
SCAG LAWN MOWERS - STIHL POWER EQUIPMENT

300 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL 61060

Animal Health    Service LLC
Orangeville

815.789.4558

Monticello FFA New Glarus FFA

Photos suppliedBelleville FFA

TECNAVIA
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A WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION SHOULD GET YOU AHEAD,  
NOT PUT YOU BEHIND. 

AT UW–MADISON, OVER 60% OF IN-STATE APPLICANTS WERE
ADMITTED THIS YEAR – LEADING TO OUR MOST DIVERSE FRESHMAN
CLASS OF ALL TIME. YEAR IN AND YEAR OUT, MORE THAN HALF OF
OUR SENIORS GRADUATE COMPLETELY DEBT-FREE.

AND WITH PROGRAMS LIKE BUCKY’S TUITION PROMISE, WE’RE 
MAKING IT EVEN EASIER FOR WISCONSINITES TO ACHIEVE THEIR 
EDUCATIONAL GOALS. 

BECAUSE YOU CAN’T STOP A BADGER.

INVESTED IN WISCONSIN.
INVESTED IN YOU.

impact.wisc.edu CAN’T STOP 
A BADGER

WISC-211-02c InStateReputation_11125x10.indd   1 12/21/22   2:37 PM

PROUD TO SALUTE & SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FFA’S

WARREN
202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL 61087
(815) 745-9011

WINSLOW
233 Carver Street
Winslow, IL 61089
(815) 367-5011

LENA
420 E. Lena Street
Lena, IL 61048
(815) 369-9000

ORANGEVILLE
401 S. Church Street
Orangeville, IL 61060
(815) 789-4212

WWW.CBCOMMUNITYBANK.COM

FFAFA
CHAHAPAPTPTTERSS

IN LOCAL 
AGRICULTURERooted

Warren FFA Orangeville FFA

Photos supplied


