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Oneida County conservation committee blinks; 
postpones “ballot” discussion

By Richard Moore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Yielding to advice from the
Oneida County corporation counsel
— who himself changed his recom-
mendation — the county’s conserva-
tion committee postponed Monday a
discussion it intended to have about
proposed revisions to the county’s
shoreland ordinance after The
Lakeland Times objected that the
discussion did not appear on the
committee’s meeting agenda.
Specifically, the contested items

were two documents submitted for
discussion by supervisor Bob
Thome, a member of the county’s
Conservation and UW-Extension
Committee, and included in the
meeting’s information packets
emailed to committee members. 
One of the documents was a

“public hearing ballot” for the
county’s scheduled March 29 public
hearing on the proposed shoreland
amendments, which individuals

could sign and submit. The ballot
contained a list of various changes
the draft ordinance would make to
the current ordinance and allowed
the ballot signer to indicate support
or opposition to the change.
It also included a suggested rec-

ommendation about how the indi-
vidual casting the ballot should
vote, many of which opposed the
changes the county’s zoning com-
mittee has approved. 
The Times objected to the discus-

sion because the meeting agenda
did not indicate that any discussion
about a “ballot” for the public hear-
ing would take place. Instead, the
agenda indicated that county zon-
ing director Karl Jennrich would
present about the proposed recom-
mendations: “Shoreland Protection
Ordinance Amendment # 13-2022.
Amendments to Chapter 9 Article
I, Article 3, Article 9, Article 10
and Appendices – K Jennrich.”
The original agenda indicated

that Jennrich would present an

“update” about the proposed revi-
sions. A revised agenda posted at
noon on Friday before the Monday
meeting dropped the word “up-
date” but still did not mention any
discussion about the “ballot” docu-
ments the committee had received
and that the county website al-
ready indicated would be dis-
cussed.
Indeed, the county’s website

posted the documents as “items of
special concern” for the March 13
agenda and called attention to
Thome’s submissions, saying they
did not represent the position of
the county’s land and water con-
servation department or of the
committee but were “meant for dis-
cussion purposes only.”
Given the controversial nature of

the ordinance amendments, The
Times contended that because the
proposed ballot had been posted on
the county’s website as a matter to
be discussed — and the actual bal-
lot and a companion piece was in-

cluded in the meeting packet — the
discussion of the ballot should have
also been listed on the meeting
agenda rather than simply taken
up under the general “shoreland
protection ordinance amendment
item.”

The Times was able to communi-
cate its objection to the agenda to
conservation committee chairman
Jim Winkler over the weekend
prior to the meeting. However,
after checking with corporation
counsel Michael Fugle, Winkler
told The Times that Fugle said the
agenda passed muster and that he
would move forward with the dis-
cussion.
On Monday morning before the

meeting, Fugle also indicated di-
rectly to The Times that he be-
lieved the meeting notice was
legally sufficient and that the ballot
discussion did not have to be
specifically mentioned but could
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Ballot offered suggested positions on county’s proposed shoreland ordinance amendments
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Call for a FREE ESTIMATE • Fully Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1999

715-356-6961
10536 Hwy. 70E, Arbor Vitae, WI  54568

Visit Our Website: 
customcaretaking.com

Your Tree Service Specialist!

• German Forestry
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Cabling
• Tree Removal
• Storm Damage/Clean Up

“We’re #1 Because of You”
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715-420-1079
Josh Hunt - Owner/Operator

FULL SERVICE PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR 
STEEP AND FLAT ROOF APPLICATIONS

• Reliable • Respected • Reasonable 

STEAM POWERED 
ICE DAMN REMOVAL!

ONEIDAROOFANDCHIMNEY.COM  • HUNTMRROOF@YAHOO.COM

ONEIDA
ROOF AND CHIMNEY

Bob Collins
FFoorr

LUHS SCHOOL BOARD
What are we SPENDING & WHY?

YOU SHOULD KNOW!
Authorized & paid for by Bob Collins
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Open Tuesday - Saturday
527 Oneida St. • Downtown Minocqua • 715-356-7272

www.bassettjewelers.com • Like us on Facebook®

“Your hometown jeweler for over 25 years”

BUYING GOLD & SILVER
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A Division of Howard Bros. Inc
Septic Pumping and Septic System Installation

11548 Lemma Creek Rd. • Arbor Vitae, WI 54568 • 715-356-4338


