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Area residents spent days working together to clean up debris left in the wake of
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strong storms that ripped through June 15.

BY HEATHER GRAVES
EDITOR

NORTHEAST WISCON-
SIN — More than a week af-

ter severe storms pounded
the Greater Green Bay area,
with wind bursts of more
than 70 miles per hour, resi-
dents are still picking up

Seymour.

the pieces.

However, in the midst of
the devastation - streets
lined with downed trees
and power lines leaving

Kat Halfman Photo in Howard.

thousands without power -
neighbors wasted no time
getting to work, stepping up
to help each other.
Sometimes the aid came

in the form of an unex-
pected pizza delivery or
the offer of refrigerator or
freezer space.

Other times, it was a
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A confirmed EF-1 tornado destroyed structures throughout Damaged power line poles on Lenwood Avenue

@ The worst of circumstances brings out
the best in neighbors, friends, strangers

A
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community charging sta-
tion, a chainsaw or a cool,
safe place to stay.

See STORM page 7

Napalese Lounge and Grille set to celebrate 40th anniversary

BY JANELLE FISHER
INTERN

GREEN BAY - Napa-
lese Lounge and Grille, the
state’s second-longest-run-
ning LGBTQ+ bar, is pre-
paring to celebrate its 40th
anniversary.

While the anniversary is
exciting, Event Coordinator
Justis Tenpenny said the
past 40 years have not gone
by without obstacles.

Napalese was established
in 1982, at 515 S. Broadway.

Running into a handful of

issues in terms of its location
over the past four decades,
the establishment found its
new home at 1351 Cedar St.
on Green Bay’s near east side,
but Tenpenny said it didn’t
come without challenges.

“When Napalese relo-
cated, it was targeted by in-
dividuals who would throw
fireworks, trash and other
items into the front door of
the bar,” he said.

Tenpenny said it even-
tually got to a point where
the front door was rendered
unusable.

Napalese has provided a safe environment for the LGBTQ+

community for four decades.

Press Times File Photo

“The front door was even-
tually sealed due to the ha-
rassment, and patrons began
entering through the side
parking lot entrance,” he said.

That was until last sum-
mer, when Tenpenny said
the door was reopened in
conjunction with Napalese’s
Weekend of Pride.

“On August 21, 2021, the
front door was reopened af-
ter 20-plus years by Green

See NAPALESE page 6

Green Bay committee shoots
down marijuana referendum,
discusses City Hall's pride flag

BY HEATHER GRAVES
EDITOR

GREEN BAY - Green
Bay's Protection and Poli-
cy Committee spent a good
chunk of its Monday, June
20, meeting discussing the
potential of putting an
advisory marijuana refer-
endum on the November
ballot.

The request came from
District 7 Alderperson
Randy Scannell — one he
said he made after the
county only addressed a
portion of the issue.

“The county ended up
just putting forth a refer-
endum on medical mari-
juana,” he said. “We were
hoping at the time that
they would have done
both... T couldn't under-
stand why the county
voted that down. I mean,
even if you didn’t like

The American flag and

the pride flag fly in front of

Green Bay City Hall.
Heather Graves Photo

marijuana, this isn’t bind-
ing you to anything, and if
people come up strongly

See MEETING page 7
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Bay Mayor Eric Genrich,” he
said. “This door opening was
apartof Napalese’s Weekend
of Pride, (which also includ-
ed the unveiling of) a new
LGBTQ+ mural.”

Tenpenny said the reopen-
ing of the front door and the
accompanying celebration
was a big step for Napalese
and the people who frequent
it.

“The celebration put Na-
palese on the radar across
Wisconsin and Naps was glad
to welcome Lt. Gov. (Man-
dela) Barnes as part of the
celebration and unveiling,”
he said. “The door opening
and unveiling marked a new
era of affirmation for LG-
BTQ+ folk in Northeastern
Wisconsin. Many of the regu-
lars at Napalese were moved
to tears just to know this was
happening. Many grew up
in a time when this wouldn't
have even been a dream.”

Tenpenny said since it
opened, Napalese has been
committed to providing a
safe, clean and fun environ-
ment where everyone can
freely express their individu-
ality and identity.

He said they host a variety
of events and entertainment,
including:

A safe space for those in
the LGBTQ community and
its allies (21+).

A cross-dressing/trans-
gender social gathering event
at 6:30 p.m. the first Thursday
of every month.

Free live music, drag
shows and more.

Two dart boards, pinball
machines and a free, reserv-
able community room for
weddings, birthdays or other
events.

Free pool every Thursday

Greenhouse Seas

set, rain or shine, from 2-9 p.m. Saturday, July 9th.

from 8 p.m. to bar close.

A menu featuring pizzas,
burgers, sandwiches and
daily specials.

Free saferides as members
of the Brown County Tavern
League.

Community impact

Tenpenny said Napalese
and other LGBTQ+ bars have
significant community value,
despite the stereotypes that
sometimes surround them.

“LGBTQ+ bars hold signif-
icant historical and cultural
value in our community,” he
said. “While some of these
spaces might have a stereo-
type of being ‘seedy,’ that's
far from the truth. Napalese
Lounge has always been
there for the queer commu-
nity.”

Tenpenny said Napalese
holds a special significance
for him, as it’s where he and
his husband first met.

“In July 2019, when a vi-
cious storm canceled N.E.W.
Pride Alive, Napalese was
there to ensure we could all
celebrate our pride,” he said.

“That day, I met my now-
husband. That was all thanks
to how much Napalese cares
about the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity.”

Tenpenny said he remem-
bers the moment well, and
also how important Napalese
was in making that moment
possible.

“I instantly recoiled be-
cause that was what I was
conditioned to do in pub-
lic...,” he said. “But then I
realized where I was. That
was the moment I realized
that Napalese was more of a
home to me than anywhere
had ever been. I was safe. I
could finally be who I was.”

Napalese serves as a place
of refuge for many of its pa-
trons, a concept Tenpenny
said some may struggle to
understand.

“For (some), it’s hard to
understand why Napalese is
so important,” he said. “It’s
where we go when we have
nowhere to go on the holi-
days, when no one else will
accept who we authentically
are. It's so much more than

onal Specials Stop
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just a bar. It’s a place where
we feel like we truly belong.
And I am reminded of that
every time I step foot there.”

Strong foundation

Despite the challenges it
faced and the changes it had
to undergo, Tenpenny said
some things haven't changed.

“What doesn’'t change
at Napalese?,” he said.
“Butch and Stacy, the own-
ers of Napalese Lounge
and Grille since 2012, are
constantly shifting with the
seasons. Halloween shifts
into Thanksgiving, which
morphs into Christmas, and
s0 on. Every time you go to
Napalese, you will see a new
decoration, renovation or
project. There is always an
upgrade happening at Napa-
lese.”

Also unchanging, Tenpen-
ny said, is the care shown by
the Napalese community.

“A constant is the feel-
ing of love and affirmation
at Napalese,” he said. “The
patrons at Napalese have
always cared deeply about
each other and the commu-
nity around them.”

Tenpenny said the overall
support of the Greater Green
Bay community of the estab-
lishment has changed drasti-
cally since it opened.

“LGBTQ+ acceptance has
changed drastically in the
last 40 years, the same as we
have seen it change nation-
ally,” he said. “Last year,
during our Mural Unveiling
and Door Opening Celebra-
tion, we received support
from state government, lo-
cal government and organi-
zations like the Green Bay
Packers, Dave & Busters and
Olde Main. We packed Cedar
Street with supporters. This
isn’t something that would
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have happened 40, or maybe
even 10 years ago.”

Giving back

As strong as Napalese's
passion for supporting its
patrons is, so too is its mis-
sion to give back to the com-
munity.

Tenpenny said besides
providing a space for local
queer performers, artists
and musicians, Napalese
gives back through com-
munity fundraisers - rais-
ing funds for multiple
community organizations,
such as Safe Haven Pet
Sanctuary, Misfit Mutts,
Vivent Health, St. Bal-
dricks Foundation and

Giveadaam Ventures.

He said Napalese is proud
to make a difference in the
community.
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Last August, with the help of Green Bay Mayor Eric Genrich,

Anniversary celebration
Coming up on its 40th an-
niversary, Tenpenny said
Napalese will pull out all
the stops to celebrate its
four-decade milestone.

“The 40th Anniversary
Celebration will feature an
outdoor drag show, a Napa-
lese History Exhibit (pro-
duced by the University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay Ar-
chives), live music, a dunk
tank, games, food/drinks
and more,” he said. “We
will also be given a busi-
ness acknowledgment from
the Brown County Board
of Supervisors, and have a
40th anniversary toast from
our owners.”

Napalese’s 40th Anni-
versary Celebration will be
held, rain or shine, from 2-9
p.m. Saturday, July 9th.

Napalese's front door was reopened after 20-plus years.
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