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More than 100 resi-
dents living in a south side 
Kenosha neighborhood 
have signed a petition to 
stop excess noise and dust 
being generated by a dirt 
dump site along 39th Ave-
nue, between 80th and 85th 
Streets.

Several residents say they 
have complained to city of-
ficials and the site’s owner, 
but problems have persisted 
for years with seemingly lit-
tle change.

Terry Nolan lives in the 
neighborhood across 39th 
Avenue from the site. He 
says it’s been an issue in 
some form for decades, 
but has become especially 
egregious in recent years. 
Clouds of dust from the site 
blow into the surrounding 
area, coating everything.

“I’ve had to scrub my 
home with a car wash brush 
and heavy duty detergent to 
remove the stains,” Nolan 
said. “In 2020 the city re-
ceived 70 dust complaints 
and in 2021 many more, 
but not one citation has ever 
been written.”

Last year, Nolan joined 
several other neighbors go-
ing door to door, collecting 
signatures calling for the 
city to take “strong actions” 
against the landowner to 
stop the dust and noise.

Bud Pulaski, who has 
lived in the neighborhood 
for more than 30 years, said 
that the sentiments from 
everyone they talked to 
were the same. The dust and 
noise was just too much.

“They were saying they 
really can’t go outside to 
enjoy their decks and patios 
because of the dust,” Pulaski 
said. “The amount of activ-
ity that has taken place over 

there the last few years has 
increased.”

Pulaski also worried 
about the health impact for 
the neighborhood residents, 
typically older and some 
with pre-existing condi-
tions that could be exacer-
bate by the dust.

The constant noise, even 
on Sundays, Pulaski said, 
was an issue as well.

“The noise starts early in 
the morning, people that were 
new to the neighborhood were 
shocked,” Pulaski said.

Dom Mahaffy, a newer 
resident, said the issues 
took him by surprise.

“Their tail gates, it’s like 
a cannon,” Mahaffy said. 
“The sound is the kind that 
resonates in the walls.”

The site is owned by the 
Tirabassi family and headed 
by Domenick Tirabassi Jr., 
who could not be reached 
for comment.

City acknowledges 
the issue 

Brian Cater, deputy di-
rector public works for 
the city, said that the site 
seemed to be following all 
city rules, but acknowl-
edged that they’d received 
numerous complaints about 
the dust. Noise complaints 
would be under police juris-
diction, however.

When they receive com-
plaints about the dust and 
an investigation determines 
they are founded, Cater said 
the investigator tells what-
ever site manager is on-
hand to address the issue. 
Typically this means spray-
ing water to reduce dust. 
As long as they comply, no 
additional action is taken, 
and any new complaints go 
through the same cycle.

“As long as they do that, 
by ordinance they’ve satis-

fied what they need to do,” 
Cater said. “We have to give 
them a change to mitigate it 
first.”

Theoretically, more could 
be done to reduce the dust, 
Cater said, such as special 
chemical sprays that are 
heavier than water or pav-
ing the throughways on the 
site. However, those can be 
expensive.

Cater said issues like this 
that residents have in the 
city could be addressed by 
reaching out to local gov-
ernment leaders.

Nolan said he met with 
city leadership to discuss 
the issue recently, and 
hopes a solution is on the 
horizon. For now, however, 
the dust and noise contin-
ues.

“It’s such a frustrating 
thing, because when is it 
going to end?” Pulaski said. 
“It seems to be endless.”

Dust, noise complaints continue
Southside issue 
“seems endless” say 
nearby residents
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The landfill located east of 39th avenue between 81st and 
85th Streets has been the focus of complaints from residents 
in the area. This aerial photograph is looking northwest from 
the corner of 85th Street and 39th avenue.

DAILY GOODNESS
BAKED FRESH WITH LOVE

IN OUR BAKERY

HIGHEST-QUALITY,
LOCALLY SOURCED

MEAT

ON-THE-GO &
TAKE-HOME MEALS MADE
EASY FROM OUR DELI

EXTENSIVE LOCAL
CRAFT BEER, WINE &
SPIRITS SELECTION

LOCAL & FAMILY-OWNED SINCE 1946

Festfoods.com

2022

BEST OF
KENOSHA

Nominate EAT. DRINK. REPEAT.™

July 28-29-30
THURS.3pm-10pm | FRI.11am-11pm | SAT.11am-11pm
Celebration Place at Kenosha’s Lakefront,54th St.& 1stAve.

▘FOOD & DRINK
30 food & beverage vendors

▘LIVE MUSIC
80 acts on 4 music stages

▘DEMO CENTER
Learn from the pros

▘FREE ADMISSION
Free parking or park & ride the streetcar to the gate

Amajor fund raiser of the Kiwanis Club of Western Kenosha sponsored by

tasteofwi.com

Whether you need information about
Medicare, housing options or care at home,
the Aging & Disability Resource Center

is the place to start.

“Promoting quality of life
by offering information,
support and options.
Free & confidential.”

8600 Sheridan Road
262-605-6646

Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Additional hours
available byappointment.

Aging & Disability Resource Center
Kenosha County

Call U
s First!

2519 Northwestern Ave.
Racine, WI 53404

262.633.4218
RacineTheatre.org

Sponsored by Gary & Mary Sue Langendorf
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