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‘See something, say something’

Local school administrators react to Uvalde shooting

By Benjamin Pierce
Times Staff

When two area superin-
tendents were getting the
‘pings’ from their phone no-
tifications and watching the
headlines sprawl across their
televisions and computers
that another school shooting
was happening across the
country last week, their first
reaction wasn’t dissimilar to
most others.

School District of Arca-
dia Superintendent Lance
Bagstad found himself disap-
pointed and sad thatinnocent
children were again the vic-
tims of violence and never
made it home from a day of
school that was supposed to
be filled with their favorite
teacherand time with friends.

Whitehall School District
Superintendent Mike Beigh-
ley found himself frustrated
because he fears the same
cycle will repeat itself —
people share social media
posts and demand change
while politicians take over
TV news, and then a week
or two goes by and life goes
back to normal.

“When you think of those
specific little kids and their
teachers that were killed,
that’s the hard part. But the
concern for me is we’ll talk
about this for two weeks,
and then folks go back to
doingexactly what they were
doing on Monday without
looking at any real depth to
what causes these scenarios,”
Beighley said.

The shooting at Robb
Elementary in Uvalde, Texas
last Tuesday left at least 19
children and two teachers
dead whenanarmed 18-year-
old barricaded himself in a
classroom.

Both local superinten-
dents said while it’s hard to
compare directly to a school
in Texas, they empathize
with the community, staff
and families. Both Bagstad
and Beighley said they
hope that it reminds people
that these acts of violence
do continue to happen and
shouldn’t be taken lightly.

What now?
Next steps are a compli-
cated equation, both said.
Gale-Ettrick-Trempeale-
au sent a letter to families
after the incident, increased

the police presence in and
around the school districtand
encouraged students to seek
counseling if they wished.
Superintendent Michele
Butler could not be reached
for comment for this story.
Arcadia opted not to send

any formal communication
to families after a deep dive
into the situation and how
it relates to their district,
Bagstad said.

Both Beighley and Bag-
stad said that their district
reviews safety protocols

constantly, adding that they
communicate with other
area education leaders re-
garding safety on a regular
basis as well as when a
shooting such as Tuesday’s
happens.

Beighley said questions

Grand Parade Draws Large Crowd

Members of Tickfer-Erickson American Legion Post 17 and the Arcadia boy scouts handed flags out to attendees
of the Broiler-Dairy Days Grand Parade on Sunday. The return to the traditional format proved to be a success as
Arcadia’s downtown area was packed with spectators looking forward to seeing familiar floats and taking home
as many sweet treats as possible. See more photos from the celebration on Page 5.
(Times photograph by Andrew Dannehy)

come up out of the blue that
help the district review its
safety policies and lockdown
protocols. These protocols
are reviewed more than
monthly, he said.

(continued on Page 3)

Despite money crunch, courthouse work needed

By Debbie Foss
Times Staff

Though a county com-
mittee is considering slow-
walking courthouse renova-
tions to try to figure out how
to pay for them, deciding
where to locate some county
departments will become un-
avoidable as the new Justice
Center is completed.

The higher-than-expected
price tag for building the new
Justice Center has already
required reallocation of the
$3.5 million designated for
courthouse renovations tobe
used on the center instead.
It’s also likely that at least an
additional $2.3 million of the
county’s portion of money
from American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) would have to
go to the Justice Center.

The result is that there is
no specific source of money

for courthouse renovations.
Members of the county’s
property committee last
Thursday also worried that
there could be more cost
overruns on the Justice
Center, whose original cost
of $40 million has climbed
to $43.1 million.

“If we’re short,” asked
committee chair Dan Sch-
reiner, “whatare our options?
To goback to bonding would
be ludicrous.”

The county’s construction
consultant, Kurt Berner of
Samuels Group, said he is
confident that the $3.5 mil-
lionreallocated to the justice
center foracontingency fund
and furniture is accurate.

“But we’ve been sur-
prised at the hikes,” Berner
said. “I’d be surprised if
we exceeded the number,
but we’re in an unstable

market.” The increased cost
“wasn’t caused by growth of
the building, it was caused
by growth of the costs,” he
added.

Bernersuggested the com-
mittee propose aresolution to
the county board allocating
ARPA money to the project
with any unspent funds being
returned to other projects.

Following a suggestion
from committee member
Dave Orsch that perhaps
courthouse renovations
could be paused until fund-
ing is clear, maintenance
supervisor Jeremy Matheny
said the departments of
land management, human
services and health will lose
their current space once the
new center is attached to the
courthouse.

“These departments will
be gone,” Matheny said.“We

will need to know where to
put them.”

“The board made a com-
mitment and the renovations
will have to be done,” said
committee member Dick
Miller.

The committee also will
consider seeking use of
property leased for farming
by the county healthcare
center as a potential site for
an equipment storage shed
for the highway department.
Highway commissioner Al
Rinkatold the board the cen-
ter’s property would require
about $600,000 less in site
work than another location
near the highway department
office. Rinka is advocating
for a $4.3 million building
to store equipment that now
sits outside and consequently
“requires $10s of thousands
in repairs.”

Gundersen Tri-County Hospital and Clinics | 38136_0919
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and their lifestyle.
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dent Shars Kenya Trip

Renee Schank of Arcadia educated about 25 community members in a room at
the Wanek Center last Wednesday about her humanitarian efforts in Kenya, Africa.
Schank has visited multiple times to help build schools and homes in various com-
munities and often brings donations with her, all while learning about African culture
(Times photograph by Benjamin Pierce)
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Independence school board
simplifies referendum language

By Julie Dick
Times Staff

The Independence school
board moved forward with
plans for a fall referendum
during aspecial meeting May
23,

A committee had worked
to simplify the language.The
recommended wording clari-
fied the amount of money
requested as “900,000 dol-
lars per year, starting in the
2022-23 school year and
ending in the 2024-2025
school year.”

The wording was ap-
proved unanimously. The

proposed date for the refer-
endum would be Aug. 9 of
this year.

Discussion also contin-
ued regarding insurance
plans for the fall. United
Health had revised its cost
estimate within the hour,
possibly reducing the rate
of increase from 9.5 to 4.8
percent over last year How-
ever, another company had
an estimate that might save
the district 12 percent.

Board members also
expressed concern about
in-network coverage. Some
plans might not include pri-

vate practice doctors, which
could force individuals to
change healthcare providers.

“We don’t necessarily
have to make a decision
tonight and I don’t think we
should,““said Barry Schmidt,
district superintendent.

The district’s contract
goes through June, butteach-
ers remain covered through
August.

The board also reported
that 120 students were signed
up for summer school, sig-
nificantly higher than the 80
expected. No cap was placed
on enrollment.

HUGE (400)+ Tree and Shrub SALE

June3 &4.10am-6pm

... Between Pigeon Falls and Osseo off of Hwy. 53

%' WATCH FOR SIGNS!\W13351 Hagen Rd., Osseo

' Call 715-533-4042 or 715-797-6523 for
Early or Late sales ~ by appointment only.

Apple, pear, plum, willows, flowering crabs,

maples & more! Most are over 6 ft. tall!

**No credit/debit card sales at this time**

Precision Automotive

@OE®®

W19879 Winnebago Rd., Galesville « 608-484-8116

Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm (closed weekends)
20+ years of automotive experience

(next to Dollar General)

£

FOR KIDS

THREE AGE CLASSES
0-5 YEARS * 6—10 YEARS

11-17 YEARS

Prizes to be given out for

heaviest fish in each class

DODGE SPORTSMEN'S CLUB

KIDS’ FISHING CONTEST

Saturday, June 4 ¢ 9:30AM-10:45AM

Registration starts at 9AM
Dodge Sportsmen's Park, Dodge

MANY MISCELLANEOUS ©
ATTENDANCE PRIZES 3
TO BE GIVEN OoUT! o
Bring your own fishing pole & bait. '
ADULT SUPERVISION REQUIRED.
Not responsible for accidents.
For more information,
contact Jill at 608-539-3301

(continued from Page 1)

“If there’s not a sad com-
mentary forour society today,
that might be it,” Beighley
said, “that we have to look at
this scenarioliterally continu-
ously to keep our kids and our
staff safe in what should be the
safest place in the world.”

There is a balance, too, in
making sure that students and
staff are aware of the proce-
dures while also not putting
them all over the school so
that anyone can see them or
find them, Bagstad said. Staff
haveformsinevery classroom
detailing protocols and what
stepsthey canand should take.

Thereare some people who
want more practice of active
shooter drills and emergency
situations, but one issue with
doing so too often is that then
anyone could be watching and
taking note of all the details
and plans.

“I think there has to be
some caretaking in making
sure that you don’t share
everything that you’re going
to do with everybody on the
face of the earth because that
justcreates a system in which
everybody knows whatyou’re
already going to do.”

Safety measures can be
reviewed, Bagstad said, but
people alsoneed toremember
that sometimes these issues
are deeper than just locked
school doors.

Frl'day

at all locations
Monday through

June 6. 1qtn

“I think people need to
realize that we’re going to do
everything we can possible,
but unfortunately there are
bad people that choose to do
bad things,” he said. “And
unfortunately,  don’tknow if
we’ll ever be able to prevent
all bad people from doing all
bad things.”

Training helps but can’t
always simulate the true fear
and stress of such a situation
in real time.

“The training is there to
have you be prepared so
that you can instantaneously
react,” Bagstad said. “But I
don’t think there’s anybody
that can tell you how they
will react if bullets are flying
and glass is shattering and
everything else.”

‘See something,
say something’

Schools truly are safe,
Beighley said, adding that it
can be frustrating to see poli-
ticians take advantage of that
for their own gain when these
events happen. Staffin White-
hall are trusted to educate and
talk with their students about
theseeventshoweverthey feel
is appropriate and necessary,
he said.

In Arcadia High School,
the message ‘See something,
say something’ flashes on
screens throughout the build-
ing all day, and Bagstad said
the school strives to foster an
environment where students

www.coopcu.com | 800-258-0023
Black River Falls « Fall Creek « Galesville « Melrose « Onalaska « Strum

at the Main
Black River Fal

Fri., lune 1°th
11 am-3pm

CO-OP CREDIT UNION

can trust staff and be honest
if something seems unsafe or
they are concerned.

That should be the big
takeaway from all of this, he
said — people need to support
each other and make connec-
tions.Andthey can’tbe scared
to step up and say something
if they are worried.

“I think people have to
just report things or anything
that’s suspicious,” Bagstad
said. “You’d rather have
something reported that is
maybe nothing than not have
something reported that turns
into something.”

It’s a constant focus for
schools to try to prevent any
sort of mental health prob-
lems, and staff continuously
evaluate safety and figure
out which kids might be
struggling or may need more
intervention. But that should
be happening outside schools,
too, Beighley believes.

“They’re continually on
edge trying to assess which
kids might be struggling or
whichkids mightbe someone
tokeepaneyeon — notfroma
perspective of ‘They’re going
to be a school shooter’ —but
that we ought to help them,”
he said. “And until we as a
society figure out that we’re
willing to help one another
and work with one another as
opposedtopassing the buck to
somebody else, I don’t know
whatelse is going to change.”
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