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Staffing still a challenge despite
state’s low unemployment rate

Minocqua
town board

OKs
improvements
for Minocqua
Winter Park

Music venue 
request for the 
park reviewed 

By Trevor Greene
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Minocqua Winter Park is to
undergo improvements for bet-
ter snow storage intended to
provide better parking. 

Minocqua director of public
works Mark Pertile told the
town board at its meeting
Tuesday he’s been working
with the park’s foundation and
suggested bringing in a work
crew from the McNaughton
Correctional Center to help
eliminate trees alongside the
entrance road. 

“We’ve widened the road a
little bit, but you know, when
we get large snowfalls, having
that snow storage where we
can get it off far enough so we
can have parking alongside the
road coming into the parking
and also the back of the park-
ing lot,” Pertile said. “When
you start having snow coming
in from the back we have some
trees there that are preventing
us from pushing the snow fur-
ther in than we need to.”

He said trees behind the tub-
ing hill will be looked at as
well.

“I would say do it,” town su-
pervisor John Thompson said.
“It’s a world-class facility.”

Town supervisor Brian
Fricke agreed and said he was
glad the idea was brought to
the

By Trevor Greene
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Wisconsin’s unemployment rate hit
an astounding 14.1% in April of 2020,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics. 

The last time it was close to that
number was in February of 1983
when it reached 12.8%. 

Since reaching historic highs, the
unemployment rate in the state has
dropped significantly, according to
the Bureau, with its most recent rate
recorded at 2.9% in May. 

As of July 9, 23,400 state unemploy-
ment insurance claims were reported
by the Bureau, an increase from June
4 when the number of claims stood at
18,400 but still significantly lower then

May of 2020 when the number of
claims reached a peak of 351,000. 

While the numbers reported by the
Bureau are encouraging, it doesn’t
seem to reflect the reality of some
Northwoods businesses. 

According to Bob Rynders, his
Minocqua-based Rynders Excavat-
ing and Landscaping is short-
staffed, and trouble finding help

continues to be a problem.
Some positions, he said, have been

vacant for about a year now, and con-
ducting interviews with applicants is
done on a monthly basis, though they
are scheduled more frequently. 

“Here’s what’s going on is you get a
couple applications weekly — two,
three — and then you ask ‘em to come
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HISS!
Amber Flatley snaps a picture of her 12-year-old daughter Braylee as she bravely holds a Mada-
gascar hissing cockroach while her eight-year-old brother Beckham looks on during the 53rd An-
nual Gem & Mineral Show on Friday, July 15, at Lakeland Union High School in Minocqua.

Woman alleging sexual
assault obtains 10-year

order of protection
By Richard Moore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

A Wisconsin woman who
says she was sexually as-
saulted by a man at the 2021
Hodag Country Festival in
Rhinelander has success-
fully obtained an uncom-

mon 10-year order of pro-
tection against the alleged
attacker — the maximum
amount of time that such an
injunction can last, by
statute.

The office of Oneida
County district attorney

Michael Schiek did not
bring charges in the case.

The injunction is an order
of the court barring harass-
ment of the woman for a
decade. Under the statute,
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See Park . . page 37

Local business owners frustrated with ‘ghost interviews’

See Rate. . . page 37

Oneida County district attorney 
declined to prosecute alleged attacker

See Protection. . . page 48
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What employers can do,
according to the 
Department of 
Workforce Development

In an email to the
Times, the director of
communications with
the Department of
Workforce Develop-
ment, Jennifer Sereno,
explained how employ-
ers can report “ghost in-
terviews” or the failure
of those to report to
start a job at UIJobRe-
fusal@dwd.wisconsin.g
ov. 

Information she said
an employer should in-
clude: the claimant’s
name and social secu-
rity number, the type of

work offered, the rate
of pay and hours the job
included, the date on
which the refusal oc-
curred, the date on
which the claimant
could have begun work
and the reason the
claimant gave, if any,
for refusing the offered
work. 

“If it is determined
that a claimant refused
a bona fide offer of suit-
able work from (an em-
ployer) without good
cause and the wages,
hours and other condi-
tions of the job were
substantially less favor-
able than those prevail-
ing for similar work in
the locality, benefits will
be denied,” Sereno said.
“If benefits have been

received, then they will
(be) considered over-
paid and require repay-
ment.”

She added that ran-
dom audits are con-
ducted by the state’s
unemployment insur-
ance division, and if a
claimant listed an em-
ployer they “ghosted”
then weekly benefits
would potentially be de-
nied if there is not “an-
other work search
action to replace it.”

Besides addressing
businesses being
ghosted, Sereno also
noted that currently ap-
proximately 0.7% of the
state covered work-
force is applying for
benefits, which is ap-
proximately 25-30% of

the overall number of
unemployed workers in
Wisconsin. 

“The majority of
those who are unem-
ployed in Wisconsin are
not applying for or re-
ceiving (unemployment)
benefits,” she said. 

Sereno also men-
tioned Wisconsin’s near
record low unemploy-
ment rate, describing
the competition among
employers as “fierce.”

She then highlighted
Gov. Tony Ever’s ef-
forts to address the
state’s workforce needs
by approving an invest-
ment of $150 million
with funds provided by
the American Rescue
Plan Act to do so. 

“The groundbreaking
investment builds on
Wisconsin’s leadership
in workforce develop-
ment and advances the
state’s economic com-

petitiveness,” Sereno
said. “(The investment)
is delivering regional so-
lutions to address the
labor force challenges
and workforce con-
straints exacerbated by
the pandemic so that
Wisconsin’s economy
can continue to grow
post-pandemic.”

Trevor Greene may
be reached via email at
trevorgreene@lake-
landtimes.com.

Rate
From page 37

harassment means
striking, shoving, kick-
ing or otherwise sub-
jecting another person
to physical contact, in-
cluding abuse, felony
sexual assault, and
stalking. Such orders
of protection are gener-
ally limited by statute
to a maximum of four
years and are ordered
only when a judge or
circuit court commis-
sioner finds reasonable
grounds to believe that
the respondent has en-
gaged in harassment
with intent to harass or
intimidate the peti-
tioner.

However, there is
one instance in which
the length of the injunc-
tion can be imposed for
up to 10 years, as in
this case: According to
the statute, a judge or
circuit court commis-
sioner may impose that
length of time if the
court finds, “by a pre-
ponderance of the evi-
dence stated on the
record,” that there is a
substantial risk that the
respondent may com-
mit 1st-degree inten-
tional or 2nd-degree
intentional homicide, or
commit sexual assault
against the petitioner.

An injunction is is-
sued only after a full
court hearing where
the petitioner and re-
spondent both get a
chance to tell their
sides of the story. In
this case, the alleged
offender’s lawyer ap-
peared in court. In the
order, the court com-
missioner ordered the
alleged attacker to
avoid contact that ha-
rasses or intimidates
the petitioner, includ-
ing contact at home,
work, school, and pub-
lic places.

Even so, and despite
corroborating witness
accounts attesting to
the woman’s mental
state as she fled the
camper where she says
the attack occurred,
despite the man’s ar-
rest, despite a rape kit
showing physical in-
jury, and despite estab-
lished medical

conditions that made
even consensual sexual
intercourse painful for
the woman, the Oneida
County district attor-
ney’s office declined to
prosecute the case
after the Oneida
County sheriff’s depart-
ment referred the mat-
ter for review.

The alleged attacker
contended the sexual
contact was consen-
sual.

The injunction, filed
in court on June 7,
2022, is in effect until
June 6, 2032. The
Times reached out to
district attorney
Michael Schiek for
comment but received
no response.

The timeline and 
the accounts

The alleged assault
took place on July 8,
2021, in the overflow
camping area of the
Hodag Country Festi-
val. The Times empha-
sizes that the alleged
assault did not occur at
this year’s Hodag Festi-
val but at last year’s
2021 festival.

The woman did not
call the sheriff’s depart-
ment to report an as-
sault until the following
morning.

According to the July
9, 2021, sheriff’s de-
partment’s report of
their investigation that
day, the events of July
8 started when several
female friends, includ-
ing the woman, began
having camper prob-
lems, specifically a
power outage, and
asked neighboring
campers, of which the
alleged assailant was
one, for help. That was
about 10:30 in the
morning, the woman
told the officer, and
they had a drink with
their neighbors before
the neighbors fixed the
problem.

After that and
throughout the after-
noon, the report states,
they all played games
and drank alcohol.

“[The woman] stated
that at one point, a sub-
ject by the name of
[redacted] was not feel-
ing well and was in the
camper lying on the
couch,” the police re-

port states. “[The
woman] stated she
went into the camper
to see if she could help
[redacted].”

In an August 18,
2021, statement to
county officials, the
woman elaborated on
what happened when
she entered the
camper. She asked the
man who was sick if he
was okay, and the man
said he would be fine, a
short interaction of 5-8
seconds.

“I was about to turn
around and head back
out of the camper
when I felt an aggres-
sive/physical push in
my torso/back,” the
woman wrote. “That
was the last thing I re-
membered because
whatever [the alleged
attacker] forced upon
me made me black
out.”

When she came to,
the woman wrote, she
was laying on her back
naked from her waist
down on top of the bed-
ding in a bedroom with
the door closed.

“[The alleged at-
tacker] was on top of
me trying [to penetrate
me],” she wrote. “I re-
peatedly told him to
‘stop,’ ‘no,’ and that ‘I
needed to find my
friends,’ but he ignored
my request. I began
trying to roll off the
bed as I was coming
more into  awareness
and he kept pulling me
back and trying to
spread my legs apart.”

As she continued to
resist and try to roll
away, the woman
wrote, the alleged at-
tacker kept attempting
to have intercourse
and would not give up.
Ultimately, he became
frustrated and stood
up, and she was able to
roll off to the side of
the bed and find her
clothes. The man was
still naked and sexu-
ally aroused, she
wrote.

“I quickly dressed
myself, put on my
shoes and ran out of
the bedroom and
camper at high speed,”
she wrote. “I was cry-
ing uncontrollably as I
was running back to
our campsite to find

my friends. Once I
reached the back of
our camper I tripped
and fell face first into
the sod. There I laid
crying as my friends
helped me up to get
back into our camper.”

On July 9, 2021, dur-
ing the police visit to
the campsites, the al-
leged assailant had a
different story. In his
version, he and his
friends were partying
with the neighboring
campers, and he
started messing around
with the woman.

“[The alleged at-
tacker] stated [the

woman] came into the
camper with him volun-
tarily and went into the
back bedroom,” the po-
lice report stated. “[The
alleged attacker] stated
[the woman] helped
[the alleged attacker]
take off [the woman’s]
shorts and underwear.
[The alleged attacker]
admitted to attempting
to have sex with [the
woman], but could not
[achieve intercourse].”

The officer noted
that the alleged at-
tacker changed his
story at least once —
first saying he had
been kissing the

woman outside the
camper in front of
other people, but then
changing it to say that,
after a drinking game,
“people just hugged
each other.”

The alleged attacker
also told police that he
recalled the woman
stating that “it hurt”
when he attempted in-
tercourse, but that she
never said “no,” or
“stop,” or “let me out.”

After speaking with
the woman and the al-
leged assailant, and
taking other witness
statements, sheriff’s of-
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CONTRIBUTED GRAPHIC

Wisconsin’s season-
ally unadjusted un-
employment rate
from January of 1976
to May of 2022. Data
source Bureau of
Labor Statistics.
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ficers arrested the al-
leged assailant and
took him to the county
jail, where he was
placed on a $1,000
cash/$4,000 signature
bond for second degree
felony sexual assault.
Judge Patrick O’Melia
set an initial appear-
ance for August 2,
2021.

Again, that court
date never occurred be-
cause the office of dis-
trict attorney Michael
Schiek decided against
prosecuting the case.

Witness statements
While there were no

direct witnesses to
what occurred in the
bedroom of the
camper, multiple cor-
roborating witness
statements — friends
who were camping
with the woman — did
add vivid context to the
story, particularly
about the reaction and
mental state of the
woman as she fled the
camper. 

While one sheriff’s
officer was interview-
ing the woman and the
alleged assailant, an-
other was taking state-
ments of the woman’s
three friends. He had
them write individual,
separate statements of
what had taken place,
the police report states.
They were strikingly
similar to each other
and to the woman’s
own statement.

According to the
statement of Friend #1,
who had arrived a little
later after the partying
had started, the atmos-
phere was very
friendly — lots of
drinks, “lots of sexual
jokes from them, with
zipper pulldowns,
touching of waist,
hugs, …” and she also
wrote that the woman
“was very very
drunk,” and that her
and another friend
“had been falling over
for a while.”

After a time, Friend
#1 noticed that the
woman had disap-
peared. She was told
that the woman was
passed out in the
camper where the man
who did not feel well
had gone to lay down.

Later, Friend #1
wrote, she was bring-
ing food back to the
women’s camper with
another of the friends
(Friend #2) and with
one of the men in the
party with the alleged
assailant “when [Friend
#2] asked while putting
the food away where
[the woman was].”
Friend #1 told Friend
#2 that she was told the
woman was passed out
in the men’s camper.

“[The man with
them] said, ‘In my
camper?’” Friend #1
wrote. “I said yes. He
took off running for his
camper saying he was
going to go get her
right now so she can
sleep in our camper.
Next thing I knew [the
man] is back at our

camper door, panicky,
saying we need to
come get our friend,
get our friend right
now, he means right
now.”

Friend #1 stayed in
the camper, she wrote,
but Friend #2 took off,
yelling for the woman,
and then the woman
came stumbling into
the camper, saying “he
hurt me.”

“She was red-eyed,
confused, rambling,”
Friend #1 wrote. “Talk-
ing about being
grabbed and pulled into
the back room and try-
ing to get back to her
friends.”

The man who had
just run to get the
woman came back,
too, Friend #1 wrote,
and was very apolo-
getic.

“He kept saying he
was sorry over and
over and wanted to
hug [the woman],”
Friend #1 wrote. “Say-
ing it was alcohol-in-
duced and that
anything that happened
was under the influ-
ence & he was sorry.”

The next morning,
the woman decided to
report a rape, Friend
#1 stated.

In her statement,
Friend #2’s version
was only slightly dif-
ferent than Friend #1’s.
She too stated that the
man helping her clean
up “took off to his
camper” when she said
that someone had told
her the woman was in
the men’s camper.

“[The man] came
back to my camper
yelling your friend
needs you now!” Friend
2 wrote. “Right, right,
right now! I ran out of
the camper to see [the
woman] laying face
down on the ground
behind my camper. She
was crying and shak-
ing.  She said, ‘He at-
tacked me.’”

Friend #2 wrote that
they tried to ask the
woman what hap-
pened: “She said, ‘He
forced himself on me.’”

The woman would
not call police then, but
Friend #2 wrote that
the woman suffered a
horrible night.

“That night she did
not sleep,” Friend #2
wrote. “She cried a
lot.”

By the next morning,
the woman was able to
tell Friend #2 some
more details about
what happened when
the man who ran from
the friends’ camper to
the one she was in ar-
rived, Friend #2 wrote.

“She was yelling for
help when [the man
helping clean up] ran
into their camper and
took her out of the situ-
ation inside,” Friend #2
wrote. “[The woman]
said she was not want-
ing sex nor was her
body ready for sex.
[The woman] said she
was hurting down
there.”

Finally, Friend #2
wrote, she agreed to
call police.

Friend #3 provided
similar details. The day
went according to

other statements, and
she and another
woman were eating
dinner when they real-
ized they had not seen
the woman for a while.

“Shortly after realiz-
ing she wasn’t outside
with us, she had come
running out of [the
men’s] camper faster
than I had ever seen
her run before,” Friend
#3 wrote. “She had
fallen face down. I got
up and went running
for her because she had
not gotten up after
falling. She was crying
and very shook up and
upset.”

After returning the
woman to the camper,
and the woman relat-
ing that the alleged at-
tacker had forced
himself on her, Friend
#3 also said the man
who had helped clean
returned and was very
apologetic.

“[He] then came into
our camper and kept
apologizing to us for
what [the alleged as-
sailant] had done to
[the woman],” she
wrote.

The men’s version
The next morning

after the woman re-
ported the incident,
sheriff’s department of-
ficers also interviewed
the men in the party
with the alleged as-
sailant. Their state-
ments were decidedly
shorter than those the
women gave.

One of them said he
saw the alleged at-
tacker and the woman
“walking into the
camper together and
holding hands.” He pro-
vided no other informa-
tion, the police report
states.

The man who had
been sick and in the
camper where the al-
leged assault took
place told police he was
sick and intoxicated,
and in and out of con-
sciousness. At one
point he said he saw
the alleged attacker
and the woman walk
into the bedroom area
of the camper.  Later
he saw the man who
had been helping clean
walk into the camper,
too.

“[A]t that time, [the
woman] seemed to be
kind of in a hurry, was
drunk and stumbling,
and he saw [the
woman] whisper some-
thing to [the man who
had entered the
camper],” the man told
police.

As for the man who
had helped clean and
had run back to the
camper, he played
down the frantic na-
ture of his check-up
that the women had de-
scribed, telling police
he had not left the area
where the females
were for any particular
reason, other than to
check on the sick man
and the woman.

“He stated that when
he walked into the
camper, both [the
woman] and the [al-
leged attacker] were in
the kitchen area,” the
police report states. “I

[the police officer]
asked what was said to
him by [the woman].
[He] stated [the
woman] stated, ‘Can
you get me out of
here?’ or something to
that effect, then she left
the camper.”

After comparing all
their notes and state-
ments, officers ar-
rested the alleged
assailant. A referral for
review for 2nd degree
sexual assault by the
use/threat of force/vio-
lence was sent to the
district attorney’s of-
fice and court date and
bond was set.

Again, the court date
went away when
Schiek decided not to
prosecute.

Injuries
In addition to witness

statements, a sexual as-
sault forensic examina-
tion documented
multiple injuries, in-
cluding to the woman’s
vaginal area. The
woman shared the ex-
amination with The
Lakeland Times.

In the examination,
the woman reported
that she was experienc-
ing pain in her vaginal
area and that it hurt to
urinate and wipe. She
also had a swollen hand
and thumb, purplish in
color, as well as an
abrasion to the shin
area, but those were
sustained when she fell
running from the
camper.

More significantly,
there were injuries in
the genital area. The
examination docu-
mented a crease be-
tween the Labia majora
and Labia minora and
reddened/pink abra-
sions, as well as an ab-
normality noted in the
posterior fourchette.

It should be noted
that evidence was ex-
amined in the state
crime lab and that male
DNA was found on an
external genitalia wipe,
but the sheriff’s depart-
ment did not submit the
alleged assailant’s DNA
to the lab for a possible
match because the  al-
leged assailant had al-
ready acknowledged
attempted intercourse.

Oneida County sher-
iff’s department cap-
tain Terri Hook said
the man’s DNA was
taken on arrest and
sent to the state.

“The crime lab
processes it and places
the DNA profile in a
separate database until
the person is actually
charged,” Hook de-
scribed to The Times.
“When the person is
charged or has charges
pending, the DNA pro-
file is placed into the
CODIS database. Wis-
consin requires ‘proba-
ble cause’ to place the
DNA profile into
CODIS. The suspect in
this case was never
charged and thus his
DNA was not put into
CODIS. It stays in the
separate database for a
year. After the year,
the sample is de-
stroyed.”

Hook said the sample
of his DNA was taken

at arrest because that
is the requirement by
law.  

“We did not take it
as part of the investiga-
tion because both par-
ties had admitted
sexual contact,” she
said. “As with many
cases, the issue in this
case was not who did it
but if there was con-
sent.”

Another important
aspect of the case are
two gynecological
medical conditions that
cause the woman to
have vaginal dryness
and pain with inter-
course, which the
woman’s gynecologist
attested to in a letter.
The woman has been
the doctor’s patient
since 2018.

“[The woman] has a
condition called vaginal
atrophy which causes
the vagina and tissues
near the vagina to get
dry, thin, and inflamed
due to lack of estrogen
after going through
menopause,” the doctor
wrote. “She also has a
condition called lichen
sclerosus which causes
the labial tissue to be-
come thin leading to
tearing of the tissue
and sometimes bleed-
ing and scarring which
can make the vaginal
opening very small.”

Both atrophy and
lichen sclerosus cause
discomfort with nor-
mal daily activities and
commonly pain and
bleeding with inter-
course, the doctor
wrote. Indeed, the doc-
tor added, the woman
is unable to be intimate
without the use of a lu-
bricant.

“I documented in
2019 that when she at-
tempted intercourse
she is ‘unable to pro-
ceed with vaginal pen-
etration’ due to the
pain and she ‘feels like
the vagina is closed
off,’” the doctor wrote.
“Pelvic exams in clinic
are extremely uncom-
fortable for [the
woman] due to the
vaginal atrophy and
lichen sclerosus.”

A 2014 study by the
University of Michigan
found that women
with lichen sclerosus
engage in much less
frequent sexual activ-
ity and find sex to be
much less satisfying.
According to the
Mayo Clinic, for many
women, vaginal atro-
phy not only makes in-
tercourse painful but
also leads to distress-
ing urinary symptoms.

In a two-page state-
ment submitted to
Oneida County offi-
cials August 18, 2001,
the woman said her
medical conditions and
the abrasions docu-
mented in the forensic
exam prove she did
not go to the Hodag
Festival to have sex
with anyone.

“I am [xx] years old,
way past menopause,
and do not have the
ability to have sexual
intercourse due to the
lack of lubrication in
my vagina,” she wrote.
“For me to have sexual
intercourse after

menopause would be
uncomfortable, ex-
tremely painful and
impossible in my case.”

The woman wrote
that she did not even
have any interest in
having sexual inter-
course due to her
body’s condition.

“Furthermore, I
haven’t had sexual in-
tercourse in years and
I definitely wasn’t
looking to have it on
July 8 in [the alleged
assailant’s] camper,”
she wrote.

The woman’s pleas
for the case to be
charged were in vain,
however, as the dis-
trict attorney never
filed charges. Unable
to convince the district
attorney to do so, the
woman turned to the
Hodag Festival to try
and get the alleged as-
sailant banned from at-
tending this year’s
festival. That effort,
too, was unsuccessful,
and the festival’s attor-
ney, Daniel Varline,
pointed to the lack of
charges as the reason
why.

“As I understand it,
there was an incident
between you and an-
other festival attendee
at least year’s event,”
Varline wrote. “That
incident was investi-
gated by the local law
enforcement agencies
which resulted in ‘no
criminal charges’
being filed against that
individual. As I under-
stand it, the matter is
now closed.”

As such, Varline
wrote, Hodag could
not honor her request.
The attorney sug-
gested that the woman
take the “appropriate
legal steps” to obtain a
restraining order
against that person.

“If you are success-
ful in obtaining a re-
straining order against
this individual, the
local law enforcement
agencies may be able
to provide you with as-
sistance in enforcing it
at the music festival or
at any other locations,”
he wrote.

That’s exactly what
the woman did, obtain-
ing the maximum 10-
year injunction against
contact. 

As for the woman at
the center of this case,
despite the pain she
says it has caused, and
despite the frustration
of having the district
attorney refuse to
bring charges, she says
she is not abandoning
her fight.

“This has been one of
the most difficult
things I’ve ever had to
deal with, and it only
makes it worse having
to go above and be-
yond to be heard and
strive for justice,” she
said. “It feels like most
people in society don’t
care about the victims
of sexual assault. What
will it take to open
everyone’s eyes?”

Richard Moore is
the author of “Dark
State” and can be
reached at
richardd3d.sub-
stack.com.
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