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RACINE — Body camera foot-
age of the moments surrounding 
the May 20 fatal police shooting 
of Da’Shontay King shows King 
drop a handgun as he ran away 
from an o�  cer, then bend over 
and pick up the gun before being 
shot.

The video was released along 
with a 27-page decision issued 
by Racine County District At-
torney Patricia Hanson Tuesday, 
in which Hanson announced her 
decision not to fi le any criminal 
charges against Brenner.

May 20  
“Stop! You’re going to get 

shot! You’re going to get f—-
ing shot!” Racine Police O�  cer 
Zachary Brenner yelled at the 
outset of the foot pursuit, body 
camera video and audio shows.

The video and audio were 
played in public for the fi rst time 
during a press conference Tues-
day evening. They have now been 
released and are online.

Racine Police Chief Maurice 
Robinson said during a press 

conference Tuesday evening that 
Brenner believed from the outset 
of the foot chase that it appeared 
King had a gun because of how 
King reached to his waistband. It 
was not until after King dropped 
the gun and tried to pick it up 
again, and after King ignored 
multiple demands to stop run-
ning away, that Brenner opened 
fi re.

Four shots were fi red, at least 
three of which hit King, accord-
ing to a preliminary autopsy re-
port.

Atlas 
“Da’Shontay King made a se-

ries of decisions that had tragic 
consequences,” Robinson said; 
after dropping the gun, King 
“made the decision to re-arm 
himself.”

The chase began because, ac-
cording to police, King was in a 
2021 Volkswagen Atlas for which 
there was an active search war-
rant. The Atlas, which was a 
rental, was associated with King 
and another individual who has 
not been publicly identifi ed other 

than by their initials, E.A.S., and 
month of birth, May 1980.

“O�  cer Brenner stated that he 
reviewed the search warrant (for 
the Atlas) and that he recognized 
the names (King and E.A.S.) from 
other recent shooting investiga-
tions where the names had been 
mentioned as being involved, but 
that he had never had contact 
with the two people mentioned 
in the warrant,” the DA’s deci-
sion stated. “O�  cer Brenner was 
aware at the time he located the 
2021 Volkswagen Atlas, driven by 
Mr. King, that he was executing 
a stop of the vehicle to search it 
and its occupants for fi rearms. A 
judge had already found probable 
cause authorizing the search.”

O�  cers reported that the At-
las had a prior bullet hole in the 
rear passenger door and that 
inside the vehicle there was a 
black balaclava and a baggie with 
9.3 grams of cocaine, as well as 
King’s wallet and other personal 
items.

“This was not a vehicle stop 
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BURLINGTON — Members of 
the Burlington Area School Board 
will not be charged with violat-
ing an open meeting law on Aug. 
9, 2021.

Racine County District At-
torney Patricia Hanson wrote in 
an email that “the investigation 
revealed no violation of the open 
meetings law. No charges will be 
fi led.”

Attorney Tom Kamenick, 

president and founder of the 
Wisconsin Transparency Proj-
ect, confi rmed that Hanson’s 
o�  ce decided not to fi le charges.

Kamenick fi led the civil com-
plaint with Hanson’s o�  ce on 
June 2 on behalf of Adrianne 
Melby whose husband, Aaron 
Melby, unsuccessfully ran for 
BASD Board in April. The Mel-
bys’ children previously attended 
Burlington public schools. 

Kamenick said Adrianne 
Melby “is reviewing her options” 
regarding other legal action 
against the school board.

The complaint alleged that the 
BASD board acted improperly in 
two ways during an Aug. 9, 2021, 
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Donald Trump has again ap-
plied pressure on Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos for not fol-
lowing the former president’s 
demand that Wisconsin Re-
publicans move to decertify the 
results of the 2020 presidential 
election, something Vos and 

others have said 
is constitution-
ally impossible.

While Trump 
has previously 
pressured Vos 
and other state 
Republicans to do 
more to address 
his unfounded 
claims of wide-
spread fraud in 
the state’s pres-
idential election, 
the former pres-
ident’s com-
ments Tuesday 
also warned 
Vos of potential 
consequences in 

his upcoming Aug. 9 primary 
against Adam Steen, a Trump 
supporter who has been critical 
of the speaker for not taking the 
2020 election more seriously.

“This is not a time for him to 
hide, but a time to act!” Trump 
said. “I don’t know his oppo-
nent in the upcoming Primary, 
but feel certain he will do well if 
Speaker Vos doesn’t move with 

gusto. Robin, don’t let the voters 
of Wisconsin down!”

Trump has asserted that the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court’s 
ruling earlier this month bar-
ring the use of absentee ballot 
drop boxes in the state means 
any ballot dropped into a drop 
box in the 2020 election should 
be deemed illegal. State Rep. 
Timothy Ramthun, who is run-
ning for governor this fall, has 
echoed Trump’s comments, but 
has focused his e� orts only on 
the presidential election, and 
not the dozens of other races, 
including his own, on the 2020 
ballot.

The decision by the state’s 
high court applies to future elec-
tions, not past ones, including 
the 2020 presidential election 
that Trump lost to President Joe 
Biden by close to 21,000 votes. A 
recount, reviews and court deci-
sions have found no evidence of 
widespread fraud in the election.

Speaking with WISN on Tues-
day, Vos said Trump called him 
last week in another e� ort to 
have the Rochester Republican 
pursue decertifi cation of the now 
20-month-old election’s results.

“It’s very consistent,” Vos said 
of the call. “He makes his case, 
which I respect. He would like 
us to do something di� erent in 
Wisconsin. I explained to him 
that it’s not allowed under the 

Trump again 
pressures Vos
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RACINE — City of Racine vot-
ers on Nov. 8 will get to weigh in, 
again, on whether they believe 
marijuana should be legalized. 
The vote will have no direct e� ect 

on actual laws. 
“It gives us a good litmus test 

of where our voters are at right 
now,” District 11 Alderman CJ 
Rouse said.

On Tuesday evening, the Com-
mon Council passed a resolution 

that will allow an advisory refer-
endum to be placed on the Nov. 8 
election ballot.

The referendum, passing with a 
vote of 10-2, will give the elector-
ate an opportunity to vote “yes” or 
“no” on the legalization and reg-

ulation of the adult use of mari-
juana in the State of Wisconsin.

This referendum will essentially 
be a repeat of a 2018 county-wide 
referendum where nearly 59% of 
Racine County residents said 
marijuana should be legalized for 

recreational use for adults.
The upcoming referendum 

only serves an advisory purpose. 
It could be used to gauge pub-
lic opinion, but the city cannot 

Voters to weigh in, again, on legalizing marijuana

No charges to be filed

King Brenner
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Natasha Mullen, sister of the late Da’Shontay King, cries outside the Racine County Courthouse after meeting 
with the district attorney on Tuesday. 

“Da’Shontay King 
made a series of 
decisions that had 
tragic consequences.”

Maurice Robinson,
Racine Police Chief

What the video shows
King appeared to
have dropped gun,
tried to pick it up
when he was shot
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for a tra�  c violation,” the de-
cision continued, “the search 
warrant itself demanded a higher 
level of attention and care by its 
very nature. The search warrant 
made note of the fact that Mr. 
King was free on bond after hav-
ing been charged with possession 
of a fi rearm by a felon, a fact that 
O�  cer Brenner was aware of 
from the warrant.”

Law enforcement said that 
Brenner kept photos of King and 
E.A.S. in his squad car’s visor “at 
all times” after being told about 
the search warrant for the Atlas on 
May 17 by an investigator from the 
Racine County Gang Crime Task 
Force.

On May 20, after Brenner 
started his shift as a Community 
Oriented Policing o�  cer and soon 
after attempted a tra�  c stop on 
the Volkswagen Atlas. The Atlas 
pulled into a house’s driveway 
moments after Brenner activated 
his police lights, and King got out 
of the car and ran.

Brenner 
Robinson said Brenner “waited 

as long as he could” before open-
ing fi re.

Brenner “was obviously shaken 
up by the incident” and “is doing 
as well as can be expected ... and 
is ready to come back to work,” 
Robinson said.

Robinson said that Brenner has 
never faced discipline since he 
joined the police force in January 
2018. He is now to be placed on 

administrative light duty for ap-
proximately 30-45 days while the 
RPD conducts a further review of 
May 20.

Brenner has also been enlisted 
in the Army Reserves for 6½ 
years; he holds the rank of Army 
specialist.

Priority: Get guns 
o� the streets 

Since soon after becoming po-
lice chief, Robinson has aimed to 
crack down on rising rates of gun 

violence in the city. Robinson said 
that the Racine Police Department 
has been intentionally aiming to 
make arrests against felons in 
possession of fi rearms and others 
wanted for similar gun-related 
o� enses.

To felons in possession of a 
fi rearm and others committing 
crimes, Robinson advised “that 
you do not have a fi rearm” and do 
not commit further crimes if you 
do not want to be arrested or fl ee 
from police o�  cers who seek to 
make an arrest.
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As a potent storm system pushes across northern Quebec, Canada, a trailing front will 
trigger severe thunderstorms in parts of the Northeast and the Southeast today. Heat 
will continue over the South Central states and the interior West, extending into the 
East, especially along the Interstate 95 corridor.
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Questions
An attorney representing King’s family, William Sulton, has ques-
tioned whether all four shots were necessary to have been fi red and 
could constitute excessive force.

District Attorney Patricia Hanson disagreed.

“The four shots in this case were fi red in less than a second without 
pause,” Hanson said in an email to a reporter Wednesday.

In a phone interview late Tuesday, Sulton questioned why the district 
attorney made a decision prior to a full autopsy report being made 
available; the full autopsy is not yet complete due to postponements 
at state laboratories, delaying the results of toxicology tests, although 
no parties are disputing that it was the gunshots that killed King.

When asked about Sulton’s concern that a charging decision was 
made before a full autopsy report had been compiled, Hanson said in 
an email “After reviewing the video and the preliminary autopsy re-
ports, there was no question that Mr. King died from gunshot injuries. 
The question I needed to answer was whether or not O�  cer Brenner 
was authorized to use that deadly force. There were four consecutive 
shots that caused for (sic) consecutive injuries. One of those injuries 
caused his death. I do not need the details Mr. Sulton complains of to 
determine if the use of deadly force was justifi ed.”

Sulton said that he plans to confi rm which of the four shots, if it can 
be determined, actually killed King. If it can be proven that it was one 
of the subsequent shots that killed King, Sulton said there could be a 
civil case of excessive force causing death if the fi rst shot would have 
been enough to subdue King.

Racine Police O�  cer 
Zachary Brenner can 
be seen pointing his 
fi rearm at a fl eeing 

Da’Shontay King 
as King reaches 

down to pick up the 
handgun he dropped, 

moments prior to 
Brenner opening 

fi re. The red circle 
was added by law 

enforcement.
STILL FRAME FROM 

BODY CAMERA FOOT-
AGE, VIA RACINE 

COUNTY DISTRICT AT-
TORNEY’S OFFICE 
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MOUNT PLEASANT — An 
IHOP employee has been ac-
cused of stealing over $500 from 
the restaurant as well as trying to 
steal alcohol from Piggly Wiggly. 

Steven M. Gramza, 28, of the 
2100 block of Clarence Avenue, 
was charged with six felony 
counts of bail jumping, six mis-
demeanor counts of bail jumping 
and misdemeanor counts of theft 
in a business setting, retail theft 
intentionally taking less than 
or equal to $500 and disorderly 
conduct.

According to criminal com-
plaints:

First incident 
At 1:35 p.m. on May 30, an of-

fi cer was sent to IHOP at 5800 
Durand Ave. for a theft by an 
employee on May 28. 

Upon arrival, the o�  cer spoke 
with an assistant manager who 
said Gramza stole $522.15 from 
the restaurant. He sold $522.15 
worth of food during his shift 
and his end total payed to him 
was $610.65. He was supposed 
to give the $522.15 to IHOP and 
take the remaining $88.50 for his 
shift, but instead took all of the 
money. The assistant manager 
spoke to Gramza and he said he 
spent the money and could not 
pay it back.

Second 
incident 

At 9 a.m. on 
Monday, an of-
fi cer was sent to 
Piggly Wiggly at 
5600 Spring St. 
for a man engag-
ing in a fi ght in 
the south entrance of the store.

Upon arrival, the o�  cer spoke 
with a sta�  member who said 
he saw a man, later identifi ed 
as Gramza, enter the store, grab 
a cart, put a bag in the cart and 
put multiple bottles of liquor in 
the bag. He then grabbed a pack-
age of hand wipes and put them 
in the bag.

The staff member tried to 
stop Gramza at the south door-
way and took the bag away from 
him. Gramza tried to grab the 
bag back before trying to bull 
rush the employees to get by 
them. He eventually gave up 
and went into the store office. 
The total of the liquor and hand 
wipes he tried to steal was 
$218.84.

Gramza told the o�  cer he 
grabbed the liquor and then re-
alized he forgot his wallet. He 
claimed he was going to get it 
when the employees grabbed 
him.

Gramza was given $1,000 in 
cash bonds in Racine County 
Circuit Court on Tuesday. A 
preliminary hearing is on July 27 
at the Racine County Law En-
forcement Center, online court 
records show. 

Charges: IHOP 
employee stole over 
$500 from restaurant
Also allegedly tried 
to steal alcohol from 
Piggly Wiggly

Gramza
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