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By Luke Klink
As Ladysmith officials plan this 

year’s slate of street reconstruc-
tion projects and apply for funding, 
which roads will be completed de-
pends on if and when funding be-
comes available.

The city council recently ap-
proved advertising for bids for E. 
10th Street from Menasha to Park 
avenues, Lindoo Avenue from E. 
Fourth to E. Sixth streets and the 
Summit Avenue cul-de-sac. No 
other streets were let for bid at the 
meeting.

City resident Lois Goode ap-

peared at the Ladysmith Common 
Council meeting, Monday, to ask 
when Flambeau Avenue will be 
improved. She noted at the coun-
cil’s Jan. 24 meeting the number of 
homes along that road.

“Flambeau Avenue is a highly 
trafficked street with 58 homes and 
one business on it,” Goode said. 

Improving Flambeau Avenue 
will be a joint project between the 
city and town of Flambeau. Each 
municipality is applying for proj-
ect funding.

Discipline concerns Ladysmith parents

City police, schools
in talks to return 
resource officer

RENEWING A RIVALRY — The Bruce Red Raiders and Cameron Comets line up for the singing of the National Anthem, Friday night, as fans from both 
schools fill the bleachers for the return of the Abbott’s Dairy Trophy rivalry. Between 1936 and 2007, the Bruce and Cameron high school boys basketball teams 
competed on the court. To the victor went not only bragging rights but also the coveted “Cream Can” trophy. Last week’s match-up was the first “Cream Can” 
game in the last 15 years as area school and community leaders sought to renew the rivalry. Story on page A12.

— News photo by Luke Klink

By Luke Klink
Part 3 of 3 parts. One month 

has passed since an Ohio Chris-
tian mission agency announced its 
members, including a Rusk County 
family of four, successfully escaped 
from armed captors in Haiti.

Ryan and Melodi Korver and 
their children, Andre, 3, and Laura, 
10 months were among the hostages 
taken on Oct. 16 as part of a mis-
sionary group from Christian Aid 
Ministries of Ohio. The family, who 
was in Haiti for the first time and 
6-1/2 months total, attends Shiloh 
Mennonite Church southwest of 
Conrath.

The captive families were from 
Amish, Mennonite and other Ana-
baptist communities in Wisconsin, 
Ohio, Michigan, Tennessee, Penn-
sylvania, Oregon and Ontario, 
Canada. Two were released last No-
vember and three more were set free 
on Dec. 5, but most of the hostages 
spent almost two months in captivity 
before being flown out of the coun-
try on Dec. 16.

Since, then Ryan is speaking pub-
licly about their captivity, enduring 
faith and deliverance.

Ryan recently addressed the 
Shiloh Mennonite Church congre-
gation, speaking for 2-1/2 hours. 
A recording of his account was ob-
tained by the Ladysmith News. Part 
1 appeared in the Jan. 20 issue. Part 
2 appeared last week.

Escape plans
The missionaries were taken hos-

tage by the 400 Mawozo Gang. From 
Creole, the gang’s name loosely 
translates to “400 simpletons,” or 
“400 inexperienced men.” Haitian 
police issued a wanted poster for the 
Mawozo’s alleged leader, Wilson 
Joseph, nearly a year ago, according 
to the Associated Press. He faces a 
string of charges that include mur-

der, attempted murder, auto theft, 
hijacking of goods and kidnapping. 
Joseph goes by the Creole nickname 
“Lanmò Sanjou,” roughly meaning: 
“Death doesn’t know which day it’s 
coming.” 

The conditions for the missionar-
ies to escape weren’t perfect. The 

generator, which hadn’t worked for 
days, probably wouldn’t be running 
to offer cover noise for the escape. 
The moon probably would be close 
to full so it wouldn’t be completely 
dark. The guards would probably be 
somewhat awake.

“I felt strongly we needed to go 

at the soonest opportunity,” Ryan 
said.

Despite the concerns, they were 
ready to leave.

At 1 p.m., the time they normally 
prayed for deliverance, Ryan told 
the group about the message he be-
lieved he received from the Lord.

“We are going to go when we see 
an opportunity,” Ryan said. “We are 
going to go. We are going to step 
out on faith.”

The Korvers welcomed the other 
hostages to join them. The others 
did.

“It was time to take my family 
and go,” Ryan said. “All of a sud-
den, we were unified. That was such 
a beautiful thing. I think that was the 
biggest miracle we saw. I am telling 
you, there is power in unity. God 
can bless that. We saw Him do it.”

They were ready to go.
“We were all on the same page. 

We had a goal to work toward. That 
was all new territory. We had never 
been able to work that way before, 
so we started making plans,” Ryan 
said.

He called it exciting to plan what 
to take, what to leave and how to es-
cape all the way down to what shoes 
to wear — the women had flip-flops 
and Crocs — and how to keep fuss-
ing children quiet.

The sunset was beautiful. There 
was a light shower to settle the 
dust. The rain forced the guards to 
move their couches from the yard to 
a porch on the opposite side of the 
house.

A final signal
For the first time in days, guards 

delivered oil and the generator was 
cranked up. A working generator 
would offer the cover noise hostages 
sought to help conceal their escape.
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By Luke Klink
Two months after Ladysmith 

parents complained publicly about 
student bullying, school and law 
enforcement officials are in talks to 
assign a part-time officer in schools. 
This staffing is projected to cost the 
school district $24,000 as part of a 
contract for hours of service.

School District Administrator 
Laura Stunkel told the Ladysmith 
School Board last Wednesday, Jan. 
26, the officer would be a profes-
sional resource to school staff and 
students. The officer would build 
relationships within the schools and 
make people feel safe, she said.

“We are looking at this for the 
fall,” Stunkel said. “It would really 
be about building relationships with 
kids, making connections with kids 
and having a positive police pres-
ence in the buildings.”

The school board will take up this 
matter for consideration in the spring 

or summer, about when it is planning 
staffing for the 2022-23 school year 
budget.

Stunkel told the board she has had 
talks with Ladysmith Police Chief 
Kevin Julien about the proposal.

“His resources are stretched thin. 
Our resources are stretched thin,” 
Stunkel said.

The contract with police would 
need school board approval, accord-
ing to Stunkel.

Last November, parents appeared 
at a school board meeting and ex-
pressed concerns about student safe-
ty. Several commented about an in-
cident when a student returned from 
a bathroom “battered and bloodied,” 
complaining the attacker was not im-
mediately removed from the build-
ing.

Board members at the November 
meeting also sounded alarms about 

Council pledges rebuild 
of Flambeau Avenue
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Ryan Korver: ‘It was time to take my family and go.’

Hostages slip past guards; with God their guide

IN HAITI — Members of Christian Aid Ministries are photographed along 
a roadside in Haiti as they are picked up after escaping captivity. A group of 
17 was taken hostage by armed Haitian gang members while returning to the 
CAM base last October. The last 12 in captivity escaped their captors several 
days before Christmas. Many of the group are now speaking publicly in their 
hometowns, offering first-hand accounts of events. Among them are Ryan and 
Melodi Korver, who attend Shiloh Mennonite Church southwest of Conrath.

One night we were in gangster camp try-
ing to get a little sleep before running, and 
the next night we were in a hotel in Miami. 
It was kind of abrupt, but the Lord is good. 
Give him the glory. There is no reason we 
should have been able to walk out of there. 

— Area resident Ryan Korver, one of 17 taken hostage

Part 3 of 3 parts, captivity to freedom

FLAMBEAU AVENUE — The Ladysmith city council is expressing confi-
dence Flambeau Avenue will be improved in 2022 as it seeks joint grant fund-
ing with the town of Flambeau. The roadway straddles the boundary between 
the city and town. A $352,000 total projected cost would be funded with grant 
money and a 50 percent local match between the city and town.

— File photo
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10 YEARS AGO  (2012)
A 34-year-old Conrath man lost 

his life in a logging accident in Chip-
pewa County. The victim was An-
thony Knoll.

The Ladysmith School Board was 
looking at deficits ranging between 
$480,300 and $705,900 for the 2012-
13 school year.

Ladysmith hunter Ralph Barten, 
who lost his eyesight, went to the 
Sedgefield Plantation in Alberta, 
Ala., where he received the hunter of 
the year award.

20 YEARS AGO  (2002)
A group of Weyerhaeuser resi-

dents were looking at the feasibility 
of acquiring and restoring the former 
Soo Line depot in Weyerhaeuser. 
The depot was built in 1909 to re-
place the original depot from 1884 
that was destroyed by fire on March 
18, 1909.

The Ladysmith City council ap-
proved a resolution opposing pro-
posed cuts in state shared revenues 
amounting to $1.1 billion. City offi-
cials said the cuts would hurt small 
communities.

‘The biggest fish caught at the 
Flambeau Bassmasters’ annual ice 
fishing contest on Amacoy Lak was a 
northern measuring 31 inches long.

30 YEARS AGO  (1992)
The Bruce School District was 

seeking bids for the Exeland phase 
of its building project.

Kiwanis clubs in Bruce and La-
dysmith were conducting a penny 
drive for the Rusk County DARE 
program.

The Ladysmith City Council 
agreed to buy a used two-stage 
snowblower.

The Flambeau boys and Park Falls 
girls teams won their respective 
championships in the OLS basket-
ball tournament.

40 YEARS AGO  (1982)
Fire destroyed the Tom Sanderson 

home in the Flambeau Development 
north of Tony.

The Ladysmith City Council ap-
proved a recommendation to relocate 
Swanke Lumber Co. to the far west 
end of the new industrial park. The 
new mill was to be constructed for 
the firm as part of a federal industrial 
development grant.

Robert Powless was to be installed 
as Mount Senario College’s fourth 
president. Wis. Gov. Lee Sherman 
Dreyfus, the former chancellor of 
UW-Stevens Point, was to speak at 
the ceremony.

A day-long retreat for local retail-
ers and community leaders was to 
be held at Lehman’s Supper Club in 
Rice Lake.

Jerry Lybert won the Mr. Bass tro-
phy at the Flambeau Bassmasters an-
nual banquet.

50 YEARS AGO  (1972)
A March 6 primary was set to nar-

row the field of Ladysmith mayoral 
candidates from six to two. The can-
didates included Floyd Davis, Herb 
Beck, Dan Carter, Dorothy M. Lar-
son, Naomi Much and Donald Rose.

The Flambeauland was hit by a 
storm that dumped a foot of snow. 
Students were dismissed early that 
day, but several buses became stuck 
as many roads became impassable. 
Subzero temperatures followed the 
snowstorm.

A delegation of snowmobile en-
thusiasts appeared at the Ladysmith 
City Council meeting regarding a 
proposed ordinance which would 
restrict snowmobiles to routes not 
maintained for wheeled traffic. Sev-
eral other suggestions were made, 
including designating routes for 
snowmobiles on city streets.

A committee was being formed to 
conduct long-range health planning 
for Rusk County.

60 YEARS AGO  (1962)
The Ladysmith mayor’s race was 

between Clarence Gustafson and 
Herbert “Pat” Mitchell.

Rusk County Board members were 
urged by the county labor council to 

join the federal surplus food pro-
gram.

The $50,000 mortgage for Sts. Pe-
ter & Paul Catholic Church in Wey-
erhaeuser was burned after the last 
payment was made.

Named as Future Homemakers of 
America were Cynthia Ann Wiacek 
of Flambeau High School and Mary 
Sobieski of Hawkins High School.

The corner stone was laid for 
the new St. Maria Goretti Catholic 
Church at Sheldon.

Panfish and northern pike were 
biting in Murphy Flowage.

70 YEARS AGO  (1952)
A three-way race for mayor was 

to be decided by voters on April 1. 
The candidates were Dr. Robert Lea, 
Russell Plummer and Chester Burt. 
Paul Rogan, who took out papers, 
decided not to file them.

Keith Garnatz purchased an inter-
est in the Pioneer National Bank of 
Ladysmith.

Ladysmith’s newly-organized 
Baptist Church was to be holding 
services in the former Dairy Center 
School, which had been moved to 
Ladysmith.

The Rev. William Huntley ac-
cepted a call to become pastor of the 
Congregational Church in Ladys-
mith.

Members of the Blue Hills Rod 
& Gun Club dined on snowshoe 
hare they had killed in a recent mass 
hunt.

Charles Jaskowiak, a resident of 
Weyerhaeuser since 1892, died. A 
native of Poland, he was one of the 
founders of Sts. Peter & Paul Catho-
lic Church in that community.

Ray Droege was selling Golden 
Anniversary Cadillacs manufactured 
during the company’s 50th year in 
business.

80 YEARS AGO  (1942)
The Rusk County Defense Council 

issued a warning that citizens should 
not make contributions to causes and 
campaigns unless they had been ap-
proved by the council

It was announced that new car 
sales in Rusk County would have to 
be cleared in the same way that new 
tire sales were. The stock of new cars 
was frozen as of the first of the year. 
Restrictions also were expected on 
retreads and recap tires.

The local polio drive was to be 
climaxed by the annual President’s 
Ball at the Unique Roof in Lady-
smith. John Dosedel’s eight-piece 
band was to play. The ball was held 
on the birthday of President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, himself a victim of 
polio.

The Ladysmith Agency building 
on Miner Avenue was being remod-
eled. R.W. Fritz’s retail liquor store 
was to be moved into the front of the 
building, which had most recently 
been occupied by Groom’s Jewelry 
and Rudy’s Radio Shop.

A car stolen from blacksmith W.N. 
Maxon was recovered south of La-
dysmith.

A lack of snow resulted in a one-
week postponement of Ladysmith’s 
Winter Carnival.

90 YEARS AGO  (1932)
Ladysmith High School was pre-

paring a pageant to observe the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of George 
Washington. Harry Anderson won 
first place in the poster contest. The 
posters were displayed to advertise 
the event.

Frank K. Bissell was named a 
county commissioner to serve out the 
unexpired term of O.A. Sergeant.

Rowley Crandell planned to start 
the local ice harvest. About 2,500 
tons of ice were to be put up in three 
weeks by the 17-man crew.

The A & P Store was advertising 
three pounds of Eight O’Clock cof-
fee for 50 cents. The Ditmanson Co. 
grocery department advertised three 
cans of Campbell’s tomato soup for 
19 cents.

Admission prices were reduced at 
the Unique Theater in Ladysmith. 

The Sunday matinee was now 25 
cents and the Sunday evening show 
was 35 cents. Other evening shows 
were 30 cents, except for bargain 
nights when two adults were admit-
ted for 30 cents.

The Horlamus Hatchery in Ladys-
mith began its season’s chick hatch.

100 YEARS AGO  (1922)
County clerk F.W. Munroe was 

slated to become postmaster of La-
dysmith. He was among six eligible 
candidates submitted by President 
Harding. The nomination was to 
come before the U.S. Senate for ap-
proval.

Ladysmith may have found a new 
post office building. E.M. Worden 
offered the first floor of the opera 
house at the corner of First Street 
and Worden Avenue.

Frigid weather was causing prob-
lems for many Soo Line passenger 
trains. Nos. 7 and 85 were badly off 
their schedules in the forepart of the 
week. A switch engine in the Lady-
smith rail yard was covered with 
frost, snow and ice as to look as it 
came from the polar regions.

Work on the Big Falls Dam was 
expected to start soon.

When Rev. C.I. Fisher opened 
the Christian Church one evening 
he found a column of fire issuing 
from the floor register. Firemen were 
summoned and they put out the fire, 
which was the result of burning pa-
per that had been stuffed in the reg-
ister.

J.A. Corbett of Los Angeles, Ca-
lif., hosted a 73rd birthday party 
for his mother, Louisa Corbett, pio-
neer resident of Ladysmith. Her son 
Lester attended, as did other former 
Ladysmith residents living in Cali-
fornia.

Gene Copp, who had been a lum-
berjack and trapper for over 25 years, 
was trapping with John Mitchell on 
Babb’s Island on the North Fork of 
the Flambeau River. They expected 
to trap a thousand dollars worth of 
fur. The last 20 miles of the trip to 
their camp was made on snowshoes.

There were half a dozen wire-
less (radio) sets in Ladysmith. J.W. 
Carow installed one in his home on 
W. Fourth Street.

110 YEARS AGO  (1912)
Ladysmith businessmen held a 

“smoker” at the courthouse to dis-
cuss formation of a real estate ex-
change.

Direct from its second three-month 
run in Chicago, “The Rosary” was 
playing at the opera house in Lady-
smith.

The “Ladysmith News-Budget” 
was to be printed on Thursday after-
noon, one day earlier.

A leap year dancing party was to 
be given at the 24 Club in Ladysmith 
on Feb. 14. Music was to be fur-
nished by the Ideal Orchestra.

Sheldon settlers were hauling their 
logs to Sergeant’s siding for loading 
onto rail cars.

Bud Culver was operating a roller 
skating rink in the opera house in La-
dysmith.

120 YEARS AGO  (1902)
C.A. Stanley of Chippewa Falls, 

contractor for the Gates County 
Courthouse, told a Chippewa Falls 
newspaper that Ladysmith was the 
coming town on the Soo Line. The 
village had a population of 800 to 
1,000. The Menasha Wooden Ware 
Co. had its plant in operation and the 
Menasha Paper Co. was building a 
pulp mill in Ladysmith.

The foundation and first floor of 
the Gates County Courthouse were 
laid and work was commenced on 
the outer brick falls. Completion was 
expected by April 1.

State school superintendent L.D. 
Harvey was sending a representative 
to Gates County to conduct a week’s 
training for county teachers.

President Theodore Roosevelt was 
elected commander-in-chief of the 
national commandery of Spanish 
American War veterans.

Continued from Page A1
Hostages: Back home after captivity in Haiti

When the time came, they pushed 
open a door. A large rock the guards 
propped against the door rolled over, 
landing with a noisy thud. 

The hostages froze. They took off 
their shoes. They laid down.

A guard showed up and looked at 
the door.

The hostages were determined to 
try again. They kept an eye on the 
guards, but Ryan fell asleep. When 
we was being woke up, the door 
was already open and the group was 
ready to go. The coast was clear.

Sam Stoltzfus told the Tampa Bay 
Times, on the morning the hostages 
escaped, “Our legs were like jelly; 
we were shaking.”

“We were scared; of course we 
were scared,” Stoltzfus told the pa-
per.

It was Stoltzfus who sent out the 
initial messages on a WhatsApp 
group confirming the kidnapping. 
He was scared, he said, because he 
didn’t know if the message would 
help or make matters worse. The 
chat group, used to report anything 
of importance happening in Haiti, 
has about 200 members.

Stoltzfus described the group 
walking between seven and 10 
miles in the dark, hiking through 
thorns and briers in gang territory. 
The group included a married cou-
ple, a 10-month old baby, a 3-year-
old, a 14-year-old girl, a 15-year-old 
boy, four single men and two single 
women. The hostages escaped into 
the bushes, careful not to trip on the 
tangle of vines at their feet. They an-
gled away from the house and found 
a footpath. They headed west look-
ing for a spot to cross a canal. They 
were handing the children across 
and getting muddy in the process.

“That sound from the generator 
was fading away in the distance, 
and we just felt so free,” Ryan said. 
“The whole time I expected to be 
scared to death, but I just felt so 
strongly that the Lord is in this. I 
just felt peace. My heart rate was 
high, I’m sure, but it was fun.”

The path ahead
The trail headed west, but the 

group wanted to go northwest. They 
soon met a trail going north.

“These trails were just going be-
tween people’s gardens. There were 
no houses. It was just gardens,” 
Ryan said.

A trail went north. A trail went 
west. A trail went north. A trail went 
west.

They thanked the Lord for the 
trails, and the moonlight.

“No one was around. It was a 
beautiful walk,” Ryan said.

A dog barked. The trail headed 
off, and the noise of the dog faded.

“We were just hiking out across 
that valley. It was flat. There was 
a path. It was easy going. We put 
some real distance behind us, pretty 
quick,” Korver said.

The gardens eventually gave way 
to a brushy landscape, but the trails 
continued.

“It seemed like the trails were 
taking us in the way we wanted to 
go,” Korver said.

The group arrived among some 
houses, scared homeowners might 
be woken if they heard noises out-
side.

They arrived at a village. They 
encountered a donkey that didn’t 
startle.

They walked down a main street. 
A rooster crowed.

They entered a thorny thicket, 
where they lost the trail. They forged 
ahead, carrying children and always 
seeming to find a way.

The footing got worse as the 
ground grew rocky.

Dawn arrived. They reached a 
road, hoping to get to Hwy. 3 they 
could see in the distance.

They followed a trail, then a cow 
path.

“I think it was the Lord leading,” 
Korver said.

The group broke out on a hillside. 
The sun rose.

They were close to Hwy. 3, trying 
their best to stay hidden.

Two hostages went out to find 
someone with a phone. Those be-
hind began rummaging through 
their bags hoping to find a $20 bill, 
but managed only a few smaller 
Haitian bills.

“Just a small bill was just right 
for tipping someone for letting us 
use their phone. It was a blessing,” 

Ryan said.
Finally, they came upon a Haitian 

farmer and asked if he had a cell 
phone. He did not, but later pointed 
them in the direction of a house with 
a red door where two church musi-
cians were practicing.

“They were told we could use the 
phone but there were no minutes on 
it. They asked could you get some 
minutes on the phone if we gave 
you a little money,” Ryan said.

After giving the phone owner the 
equivalent of $5 to ride a bike to 
the store to buy minutes, Stoltzfus 
called the ministry’s country direc-
tor and said, “Barry, we got out. The 
Lord delivered us.”

Ryan told his congregation Grant 
seemed, “Quite shocked to hear 
from us.” “He said he was getting in 
his truck right now…and coming as 
quick as they can get there.”

At this moment, they were near 
Route National 3 near Morne à 
Cabrit, at the edge of the gang’s ter-
ritory.

The hostages were picked up and 
taken back to CAM. They received 
medical care.

A Coast Guard plane was coming 
at 2 p.m. to take the group back to 
Florida.

“Very hastily we threw things into 
our bags and headed to the airport,” 
Ryan said.

There were a dozen vehicles in 
the motorcade including armored 
Suburbans from the embassy, police 
vehicles and CAM vehicles, accord-
ing to Ryan.

“The traffic was so bad we went 
down the middle of the street, and 
the police stepped out and walked 
on foot to clear the way. They waved 
their assault rifles around, and peo-
ple got out of the way. That is how 
fast our progress was getting to the 
airport. They were in a terrible hurry 
to get us flown out,” Ryan said.

Was ransom paid?
As hostages and family members 

speak publicly around their home-
towns, it appears some ransom 
money was paid.

Ray Noecker told a FOX-TV af-
filiate, WXMI in Michigan a ne-
gotiated ransom was paid on Dec. 
5 to release all of the hostages, but 
a division within the gang resulted 
in only three people, including his 
wife and youngest son, to be re-
leased. According to Ray, he did not 
know who paid it or how much was 
given.

“We feel like God is in control of 
our life and we want to be doing His 
will,” Ray told WXMI. “One of the 
things that reassured me when my 
family was in captivity was I knew 
that God had called us and wanted 

us to be in Haiti.”
“We live each day with a level 

of risk,” Noecker said. “Things can 
happen no matter where we’re at. 
We also need to look at the needs of 
the world around us.”

Phillip Mast, Christian Aid Min-
istries Haiti Country Supervisor 
provided a 20-minute account, de-
livered Dec. 26 at Mt. Moriah Men-
nonite Church in Crossville, Tenn., 
according to the online religious 
news publication, Kentucky Today.

Mast tells of a ransom being paid 
before the hostages escaped, indi-
cating the ransom might have been 
for the first hostages released in No-
vember, but details of any ransom 
were not revealed.

“In the course of this whole thing, 
there was Christian Aid Ministries’ 
no-ransom policy,” Mast said. “But 
also in the course of the situation, 
there was a donor who offered to 
take the negotiations and deal with 
the situation, and so CAM accepted 
that offer, and it was turned over to 
another party to deal with it, and so 
one of the questions that I’m sure 
comes up is, was ransom paid?”

In a press conference, David 
Troyer, general director of Christian 
Aid Ministries, in Berlin, Ohio, said 
all of the hostages seem to be “do-
ing reasonably well.”

Troyer said many people reached 
out, including those who offered to 
provide funds to pay a ransom. He 
declined to offer any further details.

“After many days of waiting, and 
no action on the part of the kidnap-
pers, God worked in a miraculous 
way and enabled the hostages to es-
cape,” he said.

The group was taken out of the 
country on a Coast Guard flight to 
Florida. They spent six hours Friday 
with the FBI sharing their story.

“The first release was because 
of sickness, the second release was 
also in part due to the large sores 
that the two ladies had, but the truth 
of the matter was that the deal had 
been made,” Mast said. “Yes, there 
was ransom paid, but I don’t think 
they had the intention of releasing 
the prisoners.

Home and safe
The Korvers are relieved to be 

home, giving all the glory to God.
“One night we were in gangster 

camp trying to get a little sleep be-
fore running, and the next night we 
were in a hotel in Miami. It was kind 
of abrupt, but the Lord is good. Give 
him the glory. There is no reason we 
should have been able to walk out 
of there. We want to praise the Lord 
for his deliverance and want to be 
faithful in sharing what God has 
done for us,” Korver said.

LOCAL FAMILY — Ryan and Melodi Korver and their children, Andre, 3 
years, and Laura, 10 months, were among the hostages.

— Christian Aid Ministries photo

Indianhead Community Action 
Agency is offering a $5,000 grant 
supporting the Business Develop-
ment program to help entrepreneurs 
in 12 counties in northwestern Wis-
consin. Small business owners can 
receive free one-on-one help with 
business planning, marketing, ad-
vertising, website design and more.

This grant is provided by Com-
peer Financial, whose mission is en-
riching agriculture and rural areas. 

Anna Ringstad, Business Devel-
opment Manager, said, “We’ve seen 

an increase in requests for help with 
new business start-ups in many of 
our rural counties, which is a won-
derful change of pace from 2020. 
These dedicated entrepreneurs are 
actively looking for ways to enrich 
northwestern Wisconsin communi-
ties and we’re so grateful for the op-
portunity to further Compeer Finan-
cial’s mission to accomplish this.”

ICAA’s Business Development 
program helps entrepreneurs and 
small businesses make smart busi-
ness decisions for their current 

needs, while providing guidance 
and support for future challenges 
through a variety of services, re-
sources, and one-on-one consulta-
tions. Since its launch in 1999, the 
Business Development program has 
assisted more than 130 businesses 
with launching their startup across 
northwestern Wisconsin, which has 
created more than 200 full-time jobs 
within the program’s 12-county ser-
vice area.

For more information, call 715-
532-4222 or go to www.icaabd.org.

Indianhead offers business development grant

The Red Cedar Symphony em-
barks on a musical voyage at its 
spring concerts on March 5 and 6. 

The iconic Tales from the Vienna 
Woods by Johann Strauss II evokes 
the glittering 19th century ballrooms 
of Vienna; then in Africa: Fanta-
sie for Piano and Orchestra by Ca-
mille Saint-Saens, you can hear the 
rhythms of the Sahara desert and the 
echo of camel caravans. The RCS is 
delighted to have north Wisconsin 
resident Natalie Sandor, winner of 
multiple awards for her piano per-
formances, as soloist for that piece.  
Aaron Copland’s Hoedown from 

his “cowboy ballet” Rodeo twangs 
unmistakably of the old American 
west, and Symphony No. 8 in B 
Minor by Franz Schubert takes us 
on a completely different type of 
journey – an internal journey to our 
own souls.  As an added bonus, after 
canceling her appearance at our fall 
concerts due to illness, Rice Lake 
vocalist Mara Schack will perform 
two spirituals from the American 
south, by Florence Price.

Concerts are Saturday, March 5, at 
7 p.m. at Chetek Lutheran Church, 
1419 Second St. in Chetek, and Sun-
day, March 6, at 4 p.m., at Bethany 

Lutheran Church, 35 W. Messenger 
St., in Rice Lake. Tickets are $15 at 
the door, with those aged 21 and un-
der admitted free. For more informa-
tion, go to www.redcedarsymphony.
org.

Established in 1983 and housed 
at Bethany Lutheran Church in Rice 
Lake, the RCS draws classical musi-
cians from throughout northwestern 
Wisconsin, including Rice Lake, 
Osseo, Cumberland, Ladysmith, 
Spooner, Chetek, Gordon, Trego, 
Springbrook, Bruce, Hayward, 
Cable, Winter, Bloomer, Chippewa 
Falls, Eau Claire and Foster. 

Red Cedar Symphony performance March 5-6
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