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By Luke Klink
The Ladysmith Common Coun-

cil took several votes last week 
that advance three planned street 
reconstruction projects on portions 
of Lindoo and Summit avenues 
and E. 10th Street. The decisions 
at the council’s Monday, Jan. 10 
meeting, authorizes the engineer-
ing firm Morgan & Parmley to ad-
vertise for construction bids.

The council voted 7-0 for E. 10th 
Street from Menasha to Park ave-
nues, 4-3 for Lindoo Avenue from 
E. Fourth to E. Sixth and 6-1 for 
the Summit Avenue cul-de-sac.

Bids must be advertised by the 
first week of February to meet 
timelines. Contracts must be 
awarded by the end of March to 
be eligible for low interest water 
loans through the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources.

“None of these projects qualify 
for the principal forgiveness but 
they all qualify for the low inter-
est loan funding,” Public Works 
Director Kurt Gorsegner said. “In 
order to keep that timeline going, 
now is the time to advertise that 
bid.”

While advertising for two proj-
ects were approved overwhelm-
ingly, the Lindoo Avenue project 
mainly along the south side of the 
city’s community center passed on 

a narrower decision.
Morgan & Parmley already has 

been contracted to oversee the 
project and designing plans. This 
latest motion is only to seek bids.

Advertising does not mean the 
bids must be accepted.

Council members discussed 
possible cost savings, mainly for 
Lindoo Avenue if the city public 
works department did some of the 
work.

Gorsegner called sewer and wa-
ter on this part of Lindoo Avenue 
“ancient” and its storm sewer is 
“collapsing.”

The storm sewer is right below 
the street surface, heaving the 
asphalt in the winter and limit-
ing construction material options. 
Relocating it into the boulevard 
would solve some of these issues.

“I think some of these projects 
we should look in depth and see 
what we can do to help ourselves. 
It is not a big project at all,” Ald. 
Bill Morgan said.

During city budget planning, it 
was assumed DNR loans would 
help finance most of Lindoo, Sum-
mit and E. 10th construction. The 
city’s general fund was earmarked 
for Flambeau Avenue work also 
being planned with grant applica-

Lindoo, 10th, Summit

City council OKs 
seeking bids for 
street projects

SEMI CRASH — The Wisconsin State Patrol and Rusk County Sheriff’s Department responded to a three vehicle crash at 12:24 p.m., Jan. 17 near the inter-
section of U.S. 8 and Historic Road, Weyerhaeuser. Subaru driver Dale Czekalski was preparing to turn southbound onto Historic Road when he was struck by 
a dump truck driven by Mark Schwarzhuber. Both Czekalski and Schwarzhuber crossed over and into the eastbound lane of U.S. 8 with Czekalski entering the 
south ditch. Prior to entering the ditch, Schwarzhuber struck the front right corner of an oncoming semi truck driven by Danial Parroni. All three vehicle sustained 
disabling damage. No major injuries were sustained by those involved in the crash. Also responding to the crash were Weyerhaeuser Fire Department, Weyer-
haeuser First Responders and Rusk County Ambulance. Citations are pending at this time.

— News photo by Jerilea Hendrick

By Luke Klink
One month has passed since an Ohio 

Christian mission agency announced 
its members, including a Rusk County 
family of four, successfully escaped 
from armed captors in Haiti.

Since, then the Rusk County father is 
speaking publicly about their captivity, 
enduring faith and deliverance.

Ryan and Melodi Korver and their 
children, Andre, 3, and Laura, 10 
months were among the hostages taken 
on Oct. 16 as part of a missionary group 
from Christian Aid Ministries of Ohio. 
The family, who was in Haiti for the 
first time and 6-1/2 months total, attends 
Shiloh Mennonite Church southwest of 
Conrath.

The captive families were from 
Amish, Mennonite and other Anabap-
tist communities in Wisconsin, Ohio, 
Michigan, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, 
Oregon and Ontario, Canada. Two were 
released last November and three more 
were set free on Dec. 5, but most of the 
hostages spent almost two months in 
captivity before being flown out of the 
country on Dec. 16.

According to Christian Aid Minis-
tries officials, the 12 remaining hostages 
plotted their escape and they felt “God 
calling them to leave.”

Ryan recently addressed the Shiloh 
Mennonite Church congregation, 
speaking for 2-1/2 hours. A recording of 
his account was obtained by the Ladys-
mith News.

Ryan’s nearly three-hour account is 
more extensive than but not contradic-
tory to that of  the ministry’s narrative 
given by spokesman Weston Showalter 
days before Christmas soon after all the 
hostages were back in the U.S.

Ryan hoped his first-hand account of 
what happened would accurately de-
scribe the events that took place, but at 
the same time not frighten others away 
from leaving the comfort of home to go 
where God calls. He thanked the home 
congregation for their prayers, adding 
the hostages received little information 
about what was happening in the out-
side world and with their families back 

home.
While threatened at times by armed 

guards, they also experienced moments 
of inspiration through sights of beauti-
ful sunsets and brilliant rainbows or an 
almost miraculous recovery by a hos-
tage’s serious health issue.

The gang
Haiti, the Western Hemisphere’s 

poorest country, holds the grim record 

of the world’s highest kidnapping rate 
per capita, according to Washington 
Post reporting. One gang — 400 Ma-
wozo — was responsible for 80 percent 
of abductions in Haiti from June through 
September, according to Gédéon Jean, 
director of the Center for Analysis and 
Research in Human Rights in Port-au-
Prince. Haitian officials say the group 
was behind the Christian Aid Ministry 
kidnapping, too.

From Creole, the gang’s name loosely 
translates to “400 simpletons,” or “400 
inexperienced men.” But the group is 
widely feared for using rape and assas-
sination to maintain its grip on Haitian 
streets, businesses and power players. It 
has also been associated with extortion 
and a new trend of mass kidnappings 
from cars and buses. And it has targeted 
clergy and churches — a red line for 
many in the Catholic-majority Carib-
bean nation.

Why did they go?
Ryan described Haiti as a poor coun-

try with its people in desperate need, 
and the congregation as a group of in-
dividuals trying to do the best they can 
to help.

“[The country] is all beautiful, but in 
reality, at least around the big cities, it 
can be a violent place with a lot of gangs 
and very weak governments. The police 
are scared of going certain places and 
doing certain things for fear of angering 
the local gang leaders. It is a lot of law-
lessness,” he said.

Ryan added he understood why some 
might question, why go there, especially 
with their young family. 

“I know I wondered the same thing 
sometimes, but it was a good experience 
for us and for me. God took us through a 
number of experiences we weren’t ask-
ing for necessarily, but working with the 
team we had down there and the way 
things were done, it was a blessing,” he 
said.

Ryan said the missionaries witnessed 
amazing things, calling the experience a 
blessing and a time of personal growth 
despite the volatile environment.

“You stay close to God. You don’t 
want to be living in defeat. You don’t 
want to let your relationship with God 
grow cold,” Ryan said.

The Korvers are not alone in speak-
ing publicly now about the ordeal.

Dale Wideman, a 24-year-old mis-
sionary from southwestern Ontario who 
was the only Canadian, told Nation 

Please turn to Page A11

LEAVING HAITI — Fifteen of the hostages are photographed before leav-
ing Haiti. The last 12 hostages escaped their armed gang captors, trekking 
nearly 10 miles through wilderness, briers and gang territory before realizing 
their freedom. Many of the group are now speaking publicly in their home-
towns, offering first-hand accounts of events. Among them are Ryan and 
Melodi Korver, who attend Shiloh Mennonite Church southwest of Conrath.

— Christian Aid Ministries photo

Ryan Korver: ‘But as the weeks wore on, it wasn’t funny anymore’

Family describes being taken hostage in Haiti

BUILDING SOLD — The former Pioneer Bank of Wisconsin building in 
downtown Ladysmith is getting a new owner with the December sale to Tyrel 
Sikora of Cornell. Story on Page A12.

— News photo by Luke Klink

Pioneer spirit in downtown Ladysmith

They had a small white pick-up, and they 
overtook us. They got around us, cut us off 
and hit the brakes. We had no choice but to 
pull off, and by then we were staring down the 
barrels of four assault rifles.

 
— Area resident Ryan Korver, one of 17 taken hostage

Part 1 of 3 parts, captivity to freedom
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Haiti: Hostages daringly escape armed guards

World News he believes God called him 
to go to Haiti. He said his job with the 
missionary group was to transfer medi-
cines and other supplies to Haitian clin-
ics, and to keep a list of other donated 
items such as food boxes, hygiene kits 
and school books. 

Wideman was driving when a swarm 
of trucks surrounded the van — first 
cutting off access to the road in front 
of them, then blocking the road behind 
them.

The gang members got out of the 
truck and walked to Wideman’s door.

“They kicked me out of the van, hit 
me and threw me in a different vehicle,” 
he recalled. “Many things were run-
ning through my mind, but I remember 
thinking: ‘That’s it, they’ll take me into 
the countryside, shoot me and throw my 
body in the bushes.’”

He prayed. He thought of his family, 
and wished he could talk with them.

“I asked God to allay my fears, I 
was ready to die if this happened,” he 
stated.

Austin Smucker of Madras, Ore., told 
the Portland Tribune being kidnapped 
in a foreign country would demoralize 
most people but it seems to have left 
him invigorated.

Smucker, 27, a construction worker, 
went to Haiti in October with Christian 
Aid Ministries to rebuild homes after 
the August earthquake there.

“I believed in prayer when I went 
down there,” Smucker told the Madras 
Pioneer, sister publication to the Port-
land Tribune, “but I believe in prayer 
more since I came back.”

The calling
Word came from Christian Aid Min-

istries last October it was time for its 
members in Haiti to visit an orphanage 
CAM sponsors in Haiti. They were go-
ing to interview and photograph about 
18 children to help relay CAM’s good 
work back home.

Members of the group who were go-
ing stood in a circle. They committed 
the date to the Lord. They prayed. They 
asked for His protection. They loaded 
up a 15-passenger Toyota van they 
nicknamed “The Bus.” The compact 
vehicle was crammed full with supplies 
and 17 people, including a CAM medi-
cal director and warehouse director.

On the way to the orphanage the 
group passed smoldering remnants of 
burning tires police had pushed to the 
roadside, likely from an earlier road-
block. It was an area where Ryan had 
seen a roadblock before with vehicles 
parked sideways in the roadway, so it 
wasn’t out of the ordinary.

“We kind of knew that this was an 
area that tended to be a problem,” Ryan 
said.

At the orphanage, they met the direc-
tor and played with the children. The fa-
cility was described by Ryan as neat and 
clean with well-behaved children.

The way back
About 1 p.m., the group boarded the 

“The Bus” for the ride back home.
The way back would be the same as 

before, through the area they saw gang 
activity earlier.

“All of a sudden there was a roadblock 
in front of us. There was a box truck and 
a pickup crossways in the road with no 
way to get around it,” Ryan said.

The driver slammed on the brakes. He 
stayed as far back as he could. He pulled 
a quick U-turn in the road and headed 
back in the direction they had come.

He was doing the best he could to get 
out of there, according to Ryan.

But the gang was after them.
“They had a small white pick-up, and 

they overtook us. They got around us, 
cut us off and hit the brakes. We had no 
choice but to pull off, and by then we 
were staring down the barrels of four 
assault rifles,” Ryan said. “These guys 
were in the back of the truck aiming in 
the windshield at us with ski masks and 
yelling. It was quite intimidating.”

Gang members glared through win-
dows, opened the vehicle’s side doors 
and gave the occupants a good look-
over.

“I didn’t understand much of what 
they said, and I don’t think they said 
much,” Ryan said. “They were telling 
us they wanted our phones, and they 
wanted our money.”

Group members felt the gang wasn’t 
overly demanding so they were not 
overly compliant with handing over 
their valuables.

Gang members suddenly were mo-
tioning the group through. They also felt 
fortunate to be able to head back in the 
direction they were originally headed. 

They were free to go, they thought.

Taken hostage
Minutes later, they were face-to-face 

with the same roadblock.
 “The Bus” was diverted onto a side 

road. It was pinned between two other 
vehicles, one ahead and one behind.

“They forced us to stop and yanked 
[the driver] out of the driver’s seat and 
threw him in their vehicle and put one 
of their guys in [our vehicle] to drive,” 
Ryan said.

“The Bus” was being driven faster 
and faster on the rough road. The mis-
sionaries began to sing. Passengers 
were hitting their heads on the roof. The 
driver was slapping at the roof, ordering 
passengers to be quiet.

“I think I spent more time with my 
hair plastered to the top of the van than 
I did with my rear on the seat I was sup-
posed to be sitting on,” Smucker told 
the Madras Pioneer.

The bus traveled “quite a way off the 
highway” before coming to a clearing.

“There were lots of gang members 
there. Lots of guns,” Ryan said.

The hostages were attempting to hide 
phones and cash in a baby’s diaper bag, 
when a guard stuck his head inside the 
vehicle and threatened to kill the hos-
tages if any hidden phones were discov-
ered.

“At that point I thought it would be 
a good idea as I didn’t think my phone 
was worth that much,” Ryan said.

They handed over their phones, but 
they were allowed to keep their wal-
lets, IDs, credit cards and a small sum 
of Haitian money. This action would 
become invaluable weeks later, during 
their escape.

“They wanted all our money and our 
phones. They told us they would kill us 
if we were hiding anything,” Smucker 
said, “but they were drunk or on drugs. 
So, I don’t know if they meant that.”

The missionaries were herded out of 
the van and lined up. They sang as gang 
members took video, perhaps for use as 
propaganda.

The driver, who had been pulled from 
the vehicle earlier, was returned.

“We were thankful to be able to stay 
together,” Ryan said.

Where they stayed
The group was herded into a 2-room 

house with a porch on the front and side. 
The first night they were all crammed 
into a single room. Gang members 
slammed the door, propped a stick 
against it and rolled a rock in front of 
that.

“There we were. We started to real-
ize what they had in mind,” Ryan said. 
“We had a double mattress and two 
singles. That was all we had room for. 

It was tight enough that we couldn’t all 
lay down at the same time. There was 
a bunch of guys laying in a semi-circle 
and they all had their legs piled on top 
of each other. I don’t think I could sleep 
that way, but I think they actually did 
some.”

The hostages sat. They sang. 
The acoustics in the room were pretty 

good, which boosted their morale.
Ransom demand

Haitian police issued a wanted poster 
for the Mawozo’s alleged leader, Wil-
son Joseph, nearly a year ago, accord-
ing to the Associated Press. He faces a 
string of charges that include murder, 
attempted murder, auto theft, hijacking 
of goods and kidnapping.

Joseph goes by the Creole nickname 
“Lanmò Sanjou,” roughly meaning: 
“Death doesn’t know which day it’s 
coming.” 

Despite the warrant against him, he 
has posted videos describing in detail 
some of the crimes the gang is alleged 
to have committed.

In April, 400 Mawozo kidnapped 
five priests and two nuns, among them 
French nationals, and held them in harsh 
conditions for three weeks. The gang 
demanded $1 million for the group’s 
safe return. Haiti’s justice minister told 
the Wall Street Journal a ransom was 
paid for the release of just two of the 
abducted priests. The group was ulti-
mately released.

As the country’s politics and econo-
my continue to spiral downward, some 
gangs have become increasingly brutal 
and brazen. The situation became even 
more volatile in July, with the assassina-
tion of  President Jovenel Moïse, which 
triggered a battle between rival factions 
fight to gain control of the country in the 
face of a struggling police force.

400 Mawozo was believed to be re-
sponsible for 80 percent of abductions 
in Haiti between June and September, 
according to the Centre for Analysis and 
Research in Human Rights in Haiti.

The U.S. government has a long-
standing policy of not paying ransoms 
for American citizens abroad.

Joseph arrived at the hostage’s loca-
tion with Ryan’s phone, ordering them 
to call the ministry to demand ransom.

They called Barry Grant, CAM’s field 
director in Titanyen, Haiti, and briefly 
explained what was going on.

The gang leader grabbed the phone, 
and demanded $1 million U.S. for each 
person.

“My initial reaction was, dream on 
pal. But as the weeks wore on it wasn’t 
funny anymore,” Ryan said.

—Part 2 of 3 next week: The other 
hostages next door, some hostages re-
leased and a sign from above.

HAITI — Haiti is 10,714 square miles in size, the third largest country in the Caribbean by area, and has an estimat-
ed population of 11.4 million, making it the most populous country in the Caribbean. The capital is Port-au-Prince. 

— Google Maps image

LOCAL FAMILY — Ryan and Melodi Korver and their children, Andre, 3 
years, and Laura, 10 months, were among the hostages.

— Christian Aid Ministries photo

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration is warning people of 
fraudulent coronavirus tests, vac-
cines, and treatments as the pan-
demic continues. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, since 
the arrival of the Omicron variant, 
the increase of testing for COVID-
19 has become a concern. Scarcity 
often leads to potential scams for 
a product that doesn’t exist, the 
compromise of personal identifi-
able information, or the increase 
of deceptive advertising.

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI) issued a warning 
earlier this year about potential 
fraud related to the antibody tests. 
Scammers are selling unapproved 
COVID-19 antibody tests, which 
can give inaccurate results. In do-
ing so, they are also collecting 
personal information, such as So-
cial Security numbers and dates of 
birth. They may also be stealing 
health insurance or Medicare in-
formation that can be used in fu-
ture schemes.

How the Scam Works
Robocalls are sent out to con-

sumers directing them to a website 
that looks like a clinic or medical 
supply company offering COVID-
19 tests. These tests allegedly iden-
tify if a person has been infected 

with coronavirus – even if they’ve 
recovered. Some even promise re-
sults in 10 minutes. However, to 
receive a test, a credit card or a 
form needs to be completed with 
personal information.

In some cases, the test involves 
an easy at-home testing kit. Other 
times, the tests are allegedly of-
fered through a clinic. But in all 
versions, the person or website 
selling the test is short on details. 
They aren’t willing or able to pro-
vide any information about how 
the test works, where it is sourced, 
and what laboratory processes it.

Don’t fall for it! These tests are 
not US Food and Drug Adminis-
tration approved and will not give 
accurate results. In fact, requestors 
may never even receive an actual 
test kit. Either way, scammers will 
have made off with the money and 
personal information.

How to Avoid 
Fake Coronavirus Tests

n Want a test? Talk to your doc-
tor. Reach out to your healthcare 
provider. They can help figure out 
if the test will be covered by insur-
ance and where to find a legitimate 
clinic. If you don’t have a primary 
care physician, check out the of-
ficial website of your local health 
department for more information 

on testing availability.
n Research before buying. Scam-

mers put pressure on people to buy 
or commit without giving them 
time to do further research. Be-
fore agreeing to anything, investi-
gate first. Research any claims the 
company makes. Start with search-
ing BBB.org to see they are BBB 
Accredited, have good reviews, 
and if there are complaints or scam 
reports associated with their busi-
ness name. In addition, review the 
warnings on FBI, Federal Trade 
Commission, Attorney General’s 
office, and BBB ScamTracker.

n Understand all options: The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has a detailed guide to 
testing for COVID-19. Understand 
the different tests available.

n Never share your personal 
information with strangers. Only 
make purchases and share your per-
sonal information with people and 
companies you know and trust.

n Check claims of FDA approv-
al. Per the FBI, “Not all COVID-
19 antibody tests have been ap-
proved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), and their 
efficacy has not been determined.” 
Check the FDA website for a list 
of approved tests and testing com-
panies.

BBB sends alert on COVID test scams

The severe weather in Wisconsin 
last month resulted in damage to 
homes and businesses throughout 
the state. The Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP) reminds prop-
erty owners to use trusted contrac-
tors for repairs and to be leery of 
storm chasers that come knocking 
with aggressive sales tactics.

Always use caution when interact-
ing with traveling crews who show 
up in the aftermath of a storm. Do 
not let them into your home, and do 
not give in to high-pressure pitches. 
Instead, use trusted sources such as 
your friends, neighbors, and insur-

ance agent for contractor referrals. 
You can also contact DATCP’s Con-
sumer Protection Hotline at (800) 
422-7128 to check for complaints 
against a business before you sign a 
contract.

Homeowners with storm damage 
should:

n Be wary of any contractor who 
knocks at your door. If your munici-
pality has a door-to-door sales ordi-
nance, call municipal officials to find 
out if the contractor holds the proper 
permits.

n Get lien waivers from anyone 
you pay for home repairs. If the per-
son collecting your money does not 

pay their supplier or worker, a lien 
could be put on your property.

n Get a written contract with ex-
actly what work will be done, what 
materials will be used, a start and 
completion date, and warranty infor-
mation.

n Check with your local building 
inspector to see if the work requires 
a permit and make sure an inspector 
visits the job site before you provide 
final payment.

n Request a copy of the contrac-
tor’s certificate of liability insur-
ance.

n Keep all receipts that document 
the cost of repairs or the replacement 
of damaged items.

In addition, Wisconsin’s storm 
chaser law aims to protect consum-
ers and businesses, and prevent in-
surance fraud through the following:

n Contractors cannot promise to 
pay all or some of a property insur-
ance deductible.

n Contractors cannot negotiate 
with a homeowner’s insurer on be-
half of the customer. They can only 
discuss damages and costs with the 
insurer with the customer’s permis-
sion.

n Before entering into a contract 
with a customer, the contractor must 
inquire if the work requested is re-
lated to an insurance claim.

n Customers have a right to can-
cel the contract within three busi-
ness days of being notified that their 
insurer has denied all or any part of 
the claim for work. Contractors must 
notify customers of this right.

For additional information and 
consumer protection resources, visit 
DATCP’s Consumer Protection Bu-
reau at datcp.wi.gov. If you have 
been the victim of a scam, report it 
by filing a complaint online, email-
ing datcphotline@wisconsin.gov, or 
calling DATCP’s Consumer Protec-
tion Hotline at (800) 422-7128.

Use caution when contracting for wind damage repairs

Now that Covid-19 vaccination rec-
ommendations for pediatric and teen 
populations have been extended, and 
as those restrictions continue to be lift-
ed and change and it rolls out to more 
individuals around the country, BBB 
reminds people not to share a photo of 
your vaccination card on social media.

Remember, even a minimal amount 
of self-identifying information makes 
you vulnerable to identity theft and can 
help scammers create phony versions 
of the cards. There have even been re-
ports of scammers offering fake vac-
cine cards for sale.

The personal vaccine card has self-
identifying information on it including 
your full name, birth date and informa-
tion about where you got the vaccine. 
If your social media settings aren’t 
set high, you may be giving valuable 
information away making you vulner-
able to scams. And that information is 
exposed for others to use to create and 
sell phony cards.

BBB recommends that you share 
safely on social media and offers tips:

n Share your vaccine sticker or use 
a profile frame instead. If you want to 
post about your vaccine, there are safer 
ways to do it. You can share a photo 
of your vaccine sticker or set a frame 
around your profile picture.

n Review your security settings. 
Check your security settings on all so-
cial media platforms to see what you 
are sharing and with whom. If you only 
want friends and family to see your 
posts, be sure that’s how your privacy 
settings are configured.

n Be wary of answering popular 
social media prompts. Sharing your 
vaccine photo is just the latest social 
trend.

BBB says don’t 
share vaccine card 
on social media
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Green Bay Party 
on January 22nd 

Kickoff at 7:15 P.M.
2-4-1 drinks, food, prizes!

Soup & Garlic Bread - $5 Every Thursday from 11 -2

211 Miner Ave. W., Ladysmith

Dine In or Carry Out

Phone: 715-609-1313

41N

Wednesday - $2 Busch Light & Bud Light - $3 Wine
Weekend Specials - Loaded Bloody Marys, 

Mimosas & Screw ups.
“BARGO” (Bar Bingo) Every Tuesday at 6 p.m.
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