
Utility officials 
propose annual 
sidewalk fee

By Sam Martino
Special to The Reporter

In an attempt to reduce 
protests by homeowners 
against costly sidewalk 
repairs, Edgerton officials are 
proposing an annual sidewalk 
repair fee of $11 per household

Th e  P u b l i c  Wo r k s 
Committee Monday approved 
a proposal to create a separate 
Sidewalk Utility, similar to 
the Water Utility, to collect 
quarterly fees from residents 
for repairs.

The proposed Sidewalk 
Utility would replace damaged 
sidewalks in poor or dangerous 
condition and pay  for the 
repair.

The Sidewalk Utility would 
join the city’s Water Utility 
in collecting quarterly fees of 
$2.75 per household.

The 2020 U.S. Census 
showed that there were 2,215 
households in the City of 
Edgerton.

City Administrator Ramona 
Flanigan outlined the proposal 
for a Sidewalk Utility before 
Public Works Committee 
members Monday as a new way 
of reducing fear from house-
holds facing up to $1,000—
$2,000 for a new sidewalk.

Flanigan said the sidewalk 
fee is all encompassing for 
subdivisions whose homes 
have sidewalks and those built 
years ago without sidewalks.

Flanigan said the proposal 
is for a user-based fee system 
city-wide to pay for sidewalk 
repairs that would no longer 
shock homeowners  or 
residents with a big bill for a 
major sidewalk replacement or 
repair.

A large sidewalk repair 
often draws homeowners into 
a confrontation with the city 
over the cost of repairs, said 
Flanigan in an interview.

The c i ty  ant ic ipates 
collecting about $29,000 in 
sidewalk utility fees on an 
annual basis.

“People who don’t have 
sidewalks will still be charged 
the fee,” said Flanigan. “They 
benefit by sidewalks as another 
form of transportation.”

She said everyone uses 
sidewalks in the downtown 

Latest prices reported for one gallon 
of unleaded gasoline according to local
observations and GasBuddy.com as 
of 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 16, 2022
Prices listed are the lowest in each city,
which may be one or more stations.

Gas
Watch

Nat. Average......................$3.949
WI Average........................$3.720
WI lowest - Pleasant Springs........$3.290
Janesville...........................$3.420
Milton.................................$3.580
Newville.............................$3.590
Edgerton............................$3.690
Evansville..........................$3.590
Fort Atkinson.....................$3.680
Stoughton........................ ..$3.590
Cambridge.........................$3.640
Madison.............................$3.380
Milwaukee...........................$3.490

EDGERTON REPORTER
Vol. 155, No. 7  Edgerton, Wisconsin Proudly Serving the Community Since 1874 $1.50  September 15, 2021

Address Service Requested

Contact Us Index What's Inside Inserts
21 N. Henry St., Edgerton, WI 53534
608-884-3367
info@edgertonreporter.com

facebook.com/EdgertonReporter

Opinion ...................................... 4
Church ........................................ 6
Sports ......................................... 9
Classifieds .............................. 14

Bus driver shortage, 5
New doctor, 6
Chilimania photos, 8

Cowley’s Piggly Wiggly

By Jeff Brown 
Special to The Reporter

Another proposed boat land-
ing on Lake Koshkonong, an-
other chicken-and-egg dilemma. 

Three months ago, a
$450,000 proposal to improve
the Bingham Boat road land-
ing sputtered to a halt  after
the Rock-Koshkonong Lake
District and the Town of Al-
bion couldn’t agree which en-
tity would own the proposed
parking lot and which entity
would be on the hook for the
project’s costs until grants
from state and county pro-
grams were awarded, if they
were awarded. 

The Bingham Road pro-
posal made it to the dealmak-
ing stage, with town and
district officials fussing and
haggling over the terms of a
proposed memorandum of
agreement. If early signs are
any indication, a new proposal
to improve a landing on the
lake’s north shore won’t even
make it that far. 

Results of DNR study
In June, DNR officials who

conducted a study of potential
boat landing sites around the
lake presented their findings to

the lake district’s board of com-
missioners. The most promis-
ing site, they said, was one on
the lake’s north shore. Details
of the proposal for a landing at
that site were discussed at the
RKLD Board of Commission-
ers meeting on July 26 at
Edgerton City Hall. 

The DNR prefers the north
shore site, Commissioner Bill
Burlingame said, because it
would provide access to a part
of the lake that lacks access,
would more evenly distribute
boat landings around the lake,
and would provide quick access
to good ice fishing sites. Addi-
tionally, Burlingame said, DNR
officials are high on the site be-
cause Jefferson County owns
the one-acre parcel where the
parking lot would go—the site
where the Lamp Restaurant
once stood. 

But Burlingame had no
sooner finished his presentation
than the same type of thorny is-
sues that bedeviled the Bing-
ham Road project began to be
raised. 

Let’s get Jefferson County
involved, an audience member
said. That way the landing

Submitted by 
Rock County Sheriff’s Office
Edited and updated 
by Reporter staff

A Janesville man died
from injuries sustained in a
head-on two-vehicle crash
Saturday, July 31, in Fulton
Township.

At approximately 6:40
p.m., the Rock County Sher-
iff’s Office, Edgerton Police
Department and personnel
from the Edgerton Fire De-
partment, Evansville Fire De-
partment and Janesville Fire
Department were dispatched
to the accident scene in the
area of North U.S. Highway
51 and West Arrowhead
Shores Road. Upon arrival
and investigation, it was de-
termined that a small, north-
bound vehicle struck a
southbound SUV.

The driver of the small ve-
hicle, identified by the Rock
County Medical Examiner’s
Office as 56-year-old Ricky
A. Gilson of Janesville, was
ejected. Gilson was trans-
ported to UW-Hospital,
where he was pronounced
dead.

A passenger in the small
vehicle, a 54-year-old female
from Indianford, was in criti-
cal condition following the
crash. 

Three occupants of the
SUV were treated for non-
life threatening injuries.

By Tristan McGough
Special to The Reporter

Meeting at the Town of Har-
mony’s townhall on Aug. 2,
representatives from the Towns
of Harmony, Johnstown, Lima
and Milton voted to move for-
ward with plans to join the
Edgerton Fire Protection Dis-
trict (EFPD).

Over the last half year – and
in the wake of the City of Mil-
ton reconsidering its current fire
department arrangement, which
is jointly owned by the City and
Town of Milton – five regional
municipalities have shown in-
terest in joining the Edgerton
fire district. These are the
Towns of Milton, Harmony,
Lima, Johnstown and

Koshkonong. In a series of
meetings and briefings, District
staff and the interested towns
have discussed details on the
legal instruments and opera-
tional protocols required to
make District expansion possi-
ble.

“Let us be clear,” Chief Ran-
dall Pickering advised the
EFPD Board at its July meet-

ing, “everyone is well aware
that no expenses to our current
District residents will be in-
curred as a result of any expan-
sion that might occur.”

From the start, this has been,
if you will, the mantra of expan-
sion, and the EFPD Board has
remained adamant about all
costs associated with inclusion
being borne by the petitioning

municipality.
Town of Milton Chair Bryan

Meyer opened the gambit of the
towns expressing interest by of-
fering to fund both a new sta-
tion house and half the
firefighting equipment from its
current contractual alliance
with the City of Milton, which

Four municipalities look to join fire district

Janesville
man killed
in Fulton
crash

By Janice Redford
Special to The Reporter

Dane County Supervisor,
Kate McGinnity, District 37,
is concerned about her dis-
trict. She finds that although
the entire county has a nearly
70% vaccination rate, there
are four municipalities under
50%. 

Three are in District 37: Al-
bion Township, Christiana
Township and the Village of
Rockdale are far behind the rest
of the county. 

Mobile vaccine units are
being sent into the area: 

• At the final concert in the
park on Friday, Aug. 6, in
downtown Cambridge from
6:30 p.m. into the evening; 

• At the Utica Festival at the

community park on Aug. 7
from 12 noon until 4 p.m; 

• And at the Dane County
Dairy Breakfast at Hinchley
Farms on Highway 73 on Aug.
21.

With COVID-19 concern
growing, mobile vaccine
units planned near Edgerton

Lake board 
considers north
shore landing

See FIRE DISTRICT, 5

Pigs with pep
A group of enthusiastic pigs fly around a track at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Satur-
day, July 31. The pigs – along with ducks and baby goats – were part of the Pleasure
Valley animal races that took place several times a day at the fair. The pigs carried
monikers such as “Peppa” and “Miss Piggie.” Pleasure Valley farm, which features
animals and pumpkins, is located in Adell, Wis., near Sheboygan.

Photo by Jason Francis

Spooky sunrise
Wildfire smoke from Canada has invaded Wisconsin in recent days, causing hazy skies of varying degrees through-
out the state. An Air Quality Alert was in place in the state over the weekend. This hazy, strikingly eerie sunrise was
photographed near Highway 14 in Janesville Township on Monday morning. An electrical line cuts through the top
portion of the photo.

Photo by Jason Francis

See RKLD, 2

Latest prices reported for one gallon 
of unleaded gasoline according to local
observations and GasBuddy.com as 
of 5:00 p.m., Monday, August 2, 2021.
Prices listed are the lowest in each city,
which may be one or more stations.

Gas
Watch
Nat. Average......................$3.176
WI Average........................$3.020
WI lowest..Oshkosh..............$2.750 
Janesville...........................$2.950
Milton.................................$3.090
Newville.............................$2.990
Edgerton............................$3.050
Evansville..........................$2.940
Fort Atkinson.....................$2.990
Stoughton........................ ..$2.990
Cambridge.........................$2.990
Madison.............................$2.790
Milwaukee...........................$2.780

Rock-Koshkonong Lake District

Concerts in the Park presents Duke Otherwise
FREE concert, Wednesday, Aug. 4, 6:30 p.m. in Edgerton’s Central Park, 310 N. Main St. 

Special show for children   – Otherwise is a playful wordsmith, spirited performer, skilled guitarist and captivating tap-dancer
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By Jeff Brown 
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Another proposed boat land-
ing on Lake Koshkonong, an-
other chicken-and-egg dilemma. 

Three months ago, a
$450,000 proposal to improve
the Bingham Boat road land-
ing sputtered to a halt  after
the Rock-Koshkonong Lake
District and the Town of Al-
bion couldn’t agree which en-
tity would own the proposed
parking lot and which entity
would be on the hook for the
project’s costs until grants
from state and county pro-
grams were awarded, if they
were awarded. 

The Bingham Road pro-
posal made it to the dealmak-
ing stage, with town and
district officials fussing and
haggling over the terms of a
proposed memorandum of
agreement. If early signs are
any indication, a new proposal
to improve a landing on the
lake’s north shore won’t even
make it that far. 

Results of DNR study
In June, DNR officials who

conducted a study of potential
boat landing sites around the
lake presented their findings to

the lake district’s board of com-
missioners. The most promis-
ing site, they said, was one on
the lake’s north shore. Details
of the proposal for a landing at
that site were discussed at the
RKLD Board of Commission-
ers meeting on July 26 at
Edgerton City Hall. 

The DNR prefers the north
shore site, Commissioner Bill
Burlingame said, because it
would provide access to a part
of the lake that lacks access,
would more evenly distribute
boat landings around the lake,
and would provide quick access
to good ice fishing sites. Addi-
tionally, Burlingame said, DNR
officials are high on the site be-
cause Jefferson County owns
the one-acre parcel where the
parking lot would go—the site
where the Lamp Restaurant
once stood. 

But Burlingame had no
sooner finished his presentation
than the same type of thorny is-
sues that bedeviled the Bing-
ham Road project began to be
raised. 

Let’s get Jefferson County
involved, an audience member
said. That way the landing

Submitted by 
Rock County Sheriff’s Office
Edited and updated 
by Reporter staff

A Janesville man died
from injuries sustained in a
head-on two-vehicle crash
Saturday, July 31, in Fulton
Township.

At approximately 6:40
p.m., the Rock County Sher-
iff’s Office, Edgerton Police
Department and personnel
from the Edgerton Fire De-
partment, Evansville Fire De-
partment and Janesville Fire
Department were dispatched
to the accident scene in the
area of North U.S. Highway
51 and West Arrowhead
Shores Road. Upon arrival
and investigation, it was de-
termined that a small, north-
bound vehicle struck a
southbound SUV.

The driver of the small ve-
hicle, identified by the Rock
County Medical Examiner’s
Office as 56-year-old Ricky
A. Gilson of Janesville, was
ejected. Gilson was trans-
ported to UW-Hospital,
where he was pronounced
dead.

A passenger in the small
vehicle, a 54-year-old female
from Indianford, was in criti-
cal condition following the
crash. 

Three occupants of the
SUV were treated for non-
life threatening injuries.

By Tristan McGough
Special to The Reporter

Meeting at the Town of Har-
mony’s townhall on Aug. 2,
representatives from the Towns
of Harmony, Johnstown, Lima
and Milton voted to move for-
ward with plans to join the
Edgerton Fire Protection Dis-
trict (EFPD).

Over the last half year – and
in the wake of the City of Mil-
ton reconsidering its current fire
department arrangement, which
is jointly owned by the City and
Town of Milton – five regional
municipalities have shown in-
terest in joining the Edgerton
fire district. These are the
Towns of Milton, Harmony,
Lima, Johnstown and

Koshkonong. In a series of
meetings and briefings, District
staff and the interested towns
have discussed details on the
legal instruments and opera-
tional protocols required to
make District expansion possi-
ble.

“Let us be clear,” Chief Ran-
dall Pickering advised the
EFPD Board at its July meet-

ing, “everyone is well aware
that no expenses to our current
District residents will be in-
curred as a result of any expan-
sion that might occur.”

From the start, this has been,
if you will, the mantra of expan-
sion, and the EFPD Board has
remained adamant about all
costs associated with inclusion
being borne by the petitioning

municipality.
Town of Milton Chair Bryan

Meyer opened the gambit of the
towns expressing interest by of-
fering to fund both a new sta-
tion house and half the
firefighting equipment from its
current contractual alliance
with the City of Milton, which

Four municipalities look to join fire district

Janesville
man killed
in Fulton
crash

By Janice Redford
Special to The Reporter

Dane County Supervisor,
Kate McGinnity, District 37,
is concerned about her dis-
trict. She finds that although
the entire county has a nearly
70% vaccination rate, there
are four municipalities under
50%. 

Three are in District 37: Al-
bion Township, Christiana
Township and the Village of
Rockdale are far behind the rest
of the county. 

Mobile vaccine units are
being sent into the area: 

• At the final concert in the
park on Friday, Aug. 6, in
downtown Cambridge from
6:30 p.m. into the evening; 

• At the Utica Festival at the

community park on Aug. 7
from 12 noon until 4 p.m; 

• And at the Dane County
Dairy Breakfast at Hinchley
Farms on Highway 73 on Aug.
21.

With COVID-19 concern
growing, mobile vaccine
units planned near Edgerton

Lake board 
considers north
shore landing

See FIRE DISTRICT, 5

Pigs with pep
A group of enthusiastic pigs fly around a track at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Satur-
day, July 31. The pigs – along with ducks and baby goats – were part of the Pleasure
Valley animal races that took place several times a day at the fair. The pigs carried
monikers such as “Peppa” and “Miss Piggie.” Pleasure Valley farm, which features
animals and pumpkins, is located in Adell, Wis., near Sheboygan.

Photo by Jason Francis

Spooky sunrise
Wildfire smoke from Canada has invaded Wisconsin in recent days, causing hazy skies of varying degrees through-
out the state. An Air Quality Alert was in place in the state over the weekend. This hazy, strikingly eerie sunrise was
photographed near Highway 14 in Janesville Township on Monday morning. An electrical line cuts through the top
portion of the photo.
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See RKLD, 2

Latest prices reported for one gallon 
of unleaded gasoline according to local
observations and GasBuddy.com as 
of 5:00 p.m., Monday, August 2, 2021.
Prices listed are the lowest in each city,
which may be one or more stations.

Gas
Watch
Nat. Average......................$3.176
WI Average........................$3.020
WI lowest..Oshkosh..............$2.750 
Janesville...........................$2.950
Milton.................................$3.090
Newville.............................$2.990
Edgerton............................$3.050
Evansville..........................$2.940
Fort Atkinson.....................$2.990
Stoughton........................ ..$2.990
Cambridge.........................$2.990
Madison.............................$2.790
Milwaukee...........................$2.780

Rock-Koshkonong Lake District

Concerts in the Park presents Duke Otherwise
FREE concert, Wednesday, Aug. 4, 6:30 p.m. in Edgerton’s Central Park, 310 N. Main St. 

Special show for children   – Otherwise is a playful wordsmith, spirited performer, skilled guitarist and captivating tap-dancer

New Tuition program,   3

Baldwin and Barnes,    6

School trees,    9

Sons of Norway,   12

Piggly Wiggly

Sterling North celebrates 25th anniversary

Local Schools  
and the 2022 
Teacher Shortage

By Janice Redford
Special to The Reporter

With the largest school 
districts in the state posting 
hundreds of teacher vacancies 
being unfilled, it is interesting 
to note how the local districts 
are doing better with their 
staffing needs only a few days 
before the fall term begins.

 Edgerton Schools will start 
this year on August 30 with 
a full teaching staff. Superin-
tendent Dennis Pauli stated 
when asked “We are in great 
shape and ready to have the 
kids come back.” As of this 
week, there are only a couple 
support staff vacancies that 
are soon to be filled.

 Cambridge Schools have 
only one special education 
teacher vacancy waiting to 
be filled and three support 
staff openings.

 Deerfield Schools are 
nearly ready with full staff.

 Marisa Weidenfeller, 
Director of Instruction with 
the Fort Atkinson Schools, 
said “We are fully staffed 
with teachers and only a 
few support staff are still 
needed.” The district starts 
school this year on Sept. 1.

 Students are eager to 
come back into schools 
as the COVID pandemic 
appears to be changing the 
rules and allowing better 
outlooks for all.

See UTILITY, page 2
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Another proposed boat land-
ing on Lake Koshkonong, an-
other chicken-and-egg dilemma. 

Three months ago, a
$450,000 proposal to improve
the Bingham Boat road land-
ing sputtered to a halt  after
the Rock-Koshkonong Lake
District and the Town of Al-
bion couldn’t agree which en-
tity would own the proposed
parking lot and which entity
would be on the hook for the
project’s costs until grants
from state and county pro-
grams were awarded, if they
were awarded. 

The Bingham Road pro-
posal made it to the dealmak-
ing stage, with town and
district officials fussing and
haggling over the terms of a
proposed memorandum of
agreement. If early signs are
any indication, a new proposal
to improve a landing on the
lake’s north shore won’t even
make it that far. 

Results of DNR study
In June, DNR officials who

conducted a study of potential
boat landing sites around the
lake presented their findings to

the lake district’s board of com-
missioners. The most promis-
ing site, they said, was one on
the lake’s north shore. Details
of the proposal for a landing at
that site were discussed at the
RKLD Board of Commission-
ers meeting on July 26 at
Edgerton City Hall. 

The DNR prefers the north
shore site, Commissioner Bill
Burlingame said, because it
would provide access to a part
of the lake that lacks access,
would more evenly distribute
boat landings around the lake,
and would provide quick access
to good ice fishing sites. Addi-
tionally, Burlingame said, DNR
officials are high on the site be-
cause Jefferson County owns
the one-acre parcel where the
parking lot would go—the site
where the Lamp Restaurant
once stood. 

But Burlingame had no
sooner finished his presentation
than the same type of thorny is-
sues that bedeviled the Bing-
ham Road project began to be
raised. 

Let’s get Jefferson County
involved, an audience member
said. That way the landing

Submitted by 
Rock County Sheriff’s Office
Edited and updated 
by Reporter staff

A Janesville man died
from injuries sustained in a
head-on two-vehicle crash
Saturday, July 31, in Fulton
Township.

At approximately 6:40
p.m., the Rock County Sher-
iff’s Office, Edgerton Police
Department and personnel
from the Edgerton Fire De-
partment, Evansville Fire De-
partment and Janesville Fire
Department were dispatched
to the accident scene in the
area of North U.S. Highway
51 and West Arrowhead
Shores Road. Upon arrival
and investigation, it was de-
termined that a small, north-
bound vehicle struck a
southbound SUV.

The driver of the small ve-
hicle, identified by the Rock
County Medical Examiner’s
Office as 56-year-old Ricky
A. Gilson of Janesville, was
ejected. Gilson was trans-
ported to UW-Hospital,
where he was pronounced
dead.

A passenger in the small
vehicle, a 54-year-old female
from Indianford, was in criti-
cal condition following the
crash. 

Three occupants of the
SUV were treated for non-
life threatening injuries.

By Tristan McGough
Special to The Reporter

Meeting at the Town of Har-
mony’s townhall on Aug. 2,
representatives from the Towns
of Harmony, Johnstown, Lima
and Milton voted to move for-
ward with plans to join the
Edgerton Fire Protection Dis-
trict (EFPD).

Over the last half year – and
in the wake of the City of Mil-
ton reconsidering its current fire
department arrangement, which
is jointly owned by the City and
Town of Milton – five regional
municipalities have shown in-
terest in joining the Edgerton
fire district. These are the
Towns of Milton, Harmony,
Lima, Johnstown and

Koshkonong. In a series of
meetings and briefings, District
staff and the interested towns
have discussed details on the
legal instruments and opera-
tional protocols required to
make District expansion possi-
ble.

“Let us be clear,” Chief Ran-
dall Pickering advised the
EFPD Board at its July meet-

ing, “everyone is well aware
that no expenses to our current
District residents will be in-
curred as a result of any expan-
sion that might occur.”

From the start, this has been,
if you will, the mantra of expan-
sion, and the EFPD Board has
remained adamant about all
costs associated with inclusion
being borne by the petitioning

municipality.
Town of Milton Chair Bryan

Meyer opened the gambit of the
towns expressing interest by of-
fering to fund both a new sta-
tion house and half the
firefighting equipment from its
current contractual alliance
with the City of Milton, which

Four municipalities look to join fire district

Janesville
man killed
in Fulton
crash

By Janice Redford
Special to The Reporter

Dane County Supervisor,
Kate McGinnity, District 37,
is concerned about her dis-
trict. She finds that although
the entire county has a nearly
70% vaccination rate, there
are four municipalities under
50%. 

Three are in District 37: Al-
bion Township, Christiana
Township and the Village of
Rockdale are far behind the rest
of the county. 

Mobile vaccine units are
being sent into the area: 

• At the final concert in the
park on Friday, Aug. 6, in
downtown Cambridge from
6:30 p.m. into the evening; 

• At the Utica Festival at the

community park on Aug. 7
from 12 noon until 4 p.m; 

• And at the Dane County
Dairy Breakfast at Hinchley
Farms on Highway 73 on Aug.
21.

With COVID-19 concern
growing, mobile vaccine
units planned near Edgerton

Lake board 
considers north
shore landing

See FIRE DISTRICT, 5

Pigs with pep
A group of enthusiastic pigs fly around a track at the Rock County 4-H Fair on Satur-
day, July 31. The pigs – along with ducks and baby goats – were part of the Pleasure
Valley animal races that took place several times a day at the fair. The pigs carried
monikers such as “Peppa” and “Miss Piggie.” Pleasure Valley farm, which features
animals and pumpkins, is located in Adell, Wis., near Sheboygan.
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Spooky sunrise
Wildfire smoke from Canada has invaded Wisconsin in recent days, causing hazy skies of varying degrees through-
out the state. An Air Quality Alert was in place in the state over the weekend. This hazy, strikingly eerie sunrise was
photographed near Highway 14 in Janesville Township on Monday morning. An electrical line cuts through the top
portion of the photo.
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By Sam Martino
Special to The Reporter

Oregon Trustee Jenna 
Jacobson outpolled former 
Edgerton Mayor Matt 
McIntyre by more than 2 to 
1 in the Aug. 9 Democratic 
primary to gain nomination 
to the 43rd Assembly District 
contest.

Jacobson will run against 
Republican Marisa Voelkel of 
the Town of Janseville in the 
November election to replace 
Democrat Rep. Don Vruwink 
of Milton. Vruwink’s district 
was reconfigured through 
redistricting and he is running 
in a different district.

Voelkel was unopposed in 
the primary.

The 43rd District encom-
passes Edgerton, Stoughton, 
O re g o n  a n d  s e v e ra l 
townships, including the Town 
of Janesville.

Jacobson defeated McIntyre, 
5,983-1,247 based on unofficial 
election results in Rock and 
Dane counties.  

Since losing a re-election 
bid  for  the Edgerton 
Common Council in 2017, 
McIntyre has run unsuc-
cessfully for several offices, 

including mayor and Rock 
County supervisor.

He said he kept seeking 
public office to serve his 
community.

In Edgerton voters favored 
Jacobson, 500-197.

Jacobson is in her third 
term as a Oregon Trustee.

Vruwink, who  was 
elected to the legislature 
in 2016, will run in the 
33rd District. The switch in 
districts was part of legis-
lative redistricting.     

The 33rd District  stretches 
from  parts of Waukesha 
county through parts of 

Walworth and Jefferson 
counties.

Vruwink will face Repub-
lican Scott Johnson, 68, a 
former Fort Atkinson member 
of the Board of Education. 
Johnson  defeated Jefferson 
Mayor Dale Opperman in the 
Aug. 9 primary.

In the highly contested 
Rock County Sheriff’s race, 
Curtis Fell, a captain in the 
department, defeated former 
sheriff’s deputy Troy Egger, of 
Edgerton, 7,917-5,161.

Fell has been a member of 
the Sheriff’s Department for 
28 years serving in a variety 

of positions, including ranks 
from sergeant to captain.

Egger worked in law 
enforcement in the county 
between 2006 and 2019 
before taking over the Beloit 
Technical College criminal 
justice program.

Fell will face Independent 
Charles Keller, a former 
sheriff ’s deputy, in the 
November election.

In the highly watched 
Republican primary for 
governor, Tim Michels, who 
joined the race in Aparil, 
topped former Lt. Gov. 
Rebecca Kleefisch who had 

been campaigning for more 
than a year.

Michels, who reportedly 
spent  $12 mil l ion in 
the campaign, received  
endorsement from former 
President Donald Trump.  
Michels outpolled Kleefisch, 
205-164  in  c i ty 
balloting.

Kleefisch had backing from 
former Gov. Scot Walker, who 
she served under, and former 
Vice President Mike Pence.

City Clerk Wendy Loveland 
said of 3,370 registered voters 
in Edgerton, 1,114 cast ballots, 
including 318 absentee ballots.

Sterling North Society

Sunday, August 14, was a 
day to celebrate our commu-
nity’s museum that opened 
twenty-five years ago.  Much 
planning and preparation went 
into making this event special 
for our visitors.  The afternoon 
started with founding 
members Shelby and John 
Fahlgren, Betty and George 
Stanek and Al Kimpel sharing 
memories from their experi-
ences while getting the home 
to look as it did when Sterling 
North lived there in 1918.  If 
you’ve ever seen pictures of 
what the house looked like 
when the society purchased 
it, you realize that it was no 
easy feat.  Arielle North Olson 
(Sterling’s daughter) who 
lives in Missouri was unable 
to attend this event, but she 
sent a video message, which 
was shared with the audience.  
Gregory North and his wife 
Annie (David North’s son and 
Sterling North’s grandson) 
came from New York to thank 
the people of the community 
for continuing to honor his 

grandfather’s legacy.  Later 
in the afternoon, there was 
the dedication of a bench 
and planter with a plaque 
honoring Elizabeth and Walter 
Diedrick for their many years 
of devoted volunteering at 
the Sterling North Society.  
There were some visitors 
from Edgerton and the area, 
including Milton and Janes-
ville, while some traveled from 
Appleton, Waupun and Plain-
field, Illinois ( a 3 hour drive 
for a family of 4). Sterling 
North left Edgerton after 
graduating from high school, 
but he held on to his beloved 
memories of his boyhood in 
Edgerton. At age 57, he wrote 
vividly of his times as an 11 
year-old boy enjoying adven-
tures with his pet raccoon 
at Indianford, on Saunders 
Creek and Lake Koshkonong. 
After the publication of 
RASCAL, North became 
a world – renowned author 
who put Edgerton on the 
map. Members of the Sterling 
North Society are proud to be 
a part of continuing to share 
this great man’s legacy.   

Oregon trustee Jacobson defeats  
Matt McIntyre in Democratic primary

The Crimson Tide are training hard for the upcoming football season. Full coverage 
in The Reporter’s fall sports preview, out later this month.
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David North and his wife Anne traveled from New York for our event.  He is the son 
of Sterling North’s grandson.
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