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SPORTS

EDITOR WANTED
The Vilas County News-Review and The Three Lakes 
News, with offices in Eagle River, is seeking an editor for 
our award-winning, large-weekly community newspaper.

The assistant editor will report on area communities in 
Vilas County and northeastern Oneida County. 

Duties include:
• Covering municipal boards, schools, courts, community 

events and other news of interest in our readership 
area through reporting, photography and writing. There 
also will be coverage of some high school sports and 
outdoors.

• Assist the editor in producing the news and commu-
nity pages each week, including layout, design, writing 
headlines and cutlines, and photo selection.

• Involved in the production of several special sections 
during the year.

The successful candidate will have at least five years’ 
experience, a degree in journalism, communications or a 
related field, or a combination of experience and educa-
tion that meets the requirements, as well as demonstrat-
ed proficiency in:
• Communication skills
• Reporting, writing and editing skills
• Photography skills
• Page layout and design skills
• Computer and social media skills

We offer a full package of benefits including health, den-
tal and vision insurance, 401(k) and paid time off. 

To apply, email your résumé, cover letter
and references to:

Gary Ridderbusch, Editor
garyr@vcnewsreview.com

The Vilas County News-Review is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The stage was seemingly 
set as heading into the WIAA 
Division 4 Sectional tourna-
ment there were just three set 
wins standing between the 
Three Lakes Bluejays girls 
volleyball team and a return 
trip to the Sectional finals.

Unfortunately, it was an 
off night offensively for the 
Bluejays which coupled with 
a few calls that didn’t go 
their way and a solid night of 
play from rival Laona-Wabe-
no meant the end of the line 
for the 2021 Northern Lakes 
Conference (NLC) champs.

Playing against their rival 
for the fourth time this season, 
and having already defeated 
the visiting Rebels three times 
over the course of the season, 
the fourth time was the charm 
for Laona-Wabeno who took 
those before mentioned three 
sets by scores of 25-23, 28-26 
and 25-22. Following a win 
two days later over Colum-
bus Catholic it is the Rebels 
who are headed to the WIAA 
Division 4 State Champion-
ships in Green Bay this com-
ing weekend, and the Bluejays 
who are left wondering what 
might have been.

“It’s a difficult thing to 
process, but especially so for 
senior captains Kara (Sow-
inski), Mari (Szews) and Sara 
(Gruszynski),” said coach 
Jayme Wyss. “Laona-Wabeno 
came in with nothing to lose 
and played very well. We on 
the other hand, did not play 
very well at all.”

In front of what was a 
capacity crowd in Three 
Lakes last Thursday, the Blue-
jays seemingly never were able 
to string together periods of 
consistent play. And while 
no team ever moved in front 
by more than six points over 
the entire match, the Blue-
jays were often trying to come 
from behind. 

“In that first set, at one 
point we were down by at 
least six points at 17-11,” 
said Wyss. “We have played 
aggressive all season so I don’t 
understand why we were so 

conservative in that set, and 
even too many times later on.”

Still, down by six the Blue-
jays came back, eventually 
taking the lead 18-19 when 
a serve that would have tak-
en the set to 18-20 in favor of 
Three Lakes was ruled out, 
tying the match instead at 
19-19 and giving the ball back 
to the Rebels.

Three Lakes would get 
back in front once more at 
21-22 after a block kill by 
Szews. The senior would fol-
low with a kill on the offen-
sive side then to tie the game 
at 23 all, but a kill on the left 
from Ellie Krawze split Szews 
and Sowsinki to put the vis-
itors up 24-23. The Bluejays 
would have a chance to even 
it up, but a tip at the net sailed 
out of bounds giving the final 
point and the first set to Lao-
na-Wabeno.

The Bluejays came out of 
the gates better in the second 
set, moving ahead with the 
first four points and eventu-
ally taking a 5-10 lead which 
forced the Rebels into a tim-
eout. Out of the break, the 
visiting team crept back into 
the match, scoring the next 
five straight to knot the set 
at 10-10. Three Lakes then 
punched right back out of a 
timeout of their own, crawl-
ing ahead by four at 12-16. 
Six straight points though for 
Laona-Wabeno put them in 
control until the Bluejays got 
back up by one at 21-22, on 
serve with the ball in Sowins-
ki’s hands.

Three Lakes would keep 
the one-point advantage until 
23-24 where a chance to close 
out the set and tie the match 
at one set apiece was in their 
hands. The longest point of 
the night though went the 
Rebels’ way, tying the game 
again at 24. Three Lakes 
again had a chance to close 
the second set up 24-25, but 
the Rebels would take four of 
the next five points to swing 
the match and go up two sets 
to one with a 28-26 win in the 
second.

“When you look at the 
statistics I think it shows that 
we had the potential to come 
away with the win even on 

a bad night,” said Wyss. “It 
felt like it was a combination 
of bad calls that killed any 
momentum, us playing at our 
worst and them playing at 
their best. And somehow we 
still pushed to only two-point 
losses in the first sets. It’s 
probably the more frustrating 
part.”

In the third set neither 
team would pull away to start 
as it went to 11-11 before 
a couple of straight points 
from the Rebels put them in 
charge. At 13 all, Mari Szews 
would get back-to-back points 
to move it to 13-15 in favor 
of Three Lakes. Krawze then 
sent an attack wide to make it 
a three-point lead that would 
grow again with the Blue-
jays up 16-19. Three-straight 
points from the visitors would 
then knot the game again, 
forcing Three Lakes to call a 
timeout.

Out of that timeout the 
set would stay tied up until 
21-21 before three straight 
points from the Rebels made 
it 24-21. The Jays would get a 
much needed side out, but the 
next serve across would find 
the right hand of Alli Albrecht 
who put a kill between the 
arms of Gruszynski and Sow-
inski, finding the floor and 
ending the night.

Three Lakes struggled 
to contend Laona-Wabeno 
attacker Ellie Krawze who 
finished with 26 kills on the 
night on 64 attempts. Oth-
er than Szews who finished 
with 10 kills on 32 attempts, 
no one hit at a positive per-
centage for the Bluejays who 
could not find any offensive 
momentum. Gruszynski add-
ed five kills followed by two 
from Addie Lehmann and one 
from Kaya Szews. Sowinski 
led the way with 16 assists 
on the night. Kaya Szews had 
four service aces followed by 
one each from Sowinski, Leh-
mann and Gruszynski.

“Things didn’t fall our 
way to end this season,” said 
Wyss. “Even when everything 
appeared to be in our favor.”

The Rebels would go on to 
face Columbus Catholic, who 
was without All-State player 
Dorci Walker for much of the 

night due to an injury. With 
a win in four sets they would 
clinch a spot at State where 
they’ll play Friday morning 
at 9 a.m. in the Division 4 
semifinals against top-seeded 
Monticello. If they win that 
match they will play Satur-
day morning at 9 a.m. for a 
State championship against 
either McDonnell Catholic or 
Wonewoc Center.

Lady Rebels upset Three Lakes in Sectionals

Kara Sowinski gets airborn to celebrate a point 
with teammates Jenna Erickson (No. 20) and 
Addie Lehmann (right) during the third and final 

set of Thursday’s WIAA Division 4 Sectional 
match against Laona-Wabeno.
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Tears flow from the eyes of Mari Szews (No. 13) as she is con-
soled by her sister, Kaya (No. 3) following the conclusion of last 
Thursday’s WIAA Sectional loss to Laona-Wabeno. 

Three Lakes head volleyball coach Jayme Wyss talks with her 
team after calling a timeout during the third set of last Thursday’s 

Sectional semifinal loss to Laona-Wabeno, who advanced to the 
State Tournament this week.

By Doug Etten
Sports Editor

Part-time Reporter Wanted
The Vilas County News-Review, an award-winning 
publication, is accepting applications from individu-
als interested in becoming a part-time news, sports 
and outdoors reporter.
The position is 24 to 28 hours per week on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Fridays and Mondays with some 
flexibility.
Duties include: covering municipal boards, commu-
nity events and other news and sports of interest to 
our readership.
Candidates must demonstrate communication skills, 
must be able to meet deadlines and must work well 
with other people. Excellent spelling and grammar is 
a must. Photogaphy skills are a bonus.

To apply, email your résumé to:
Gary Ridderbusch, Editor,

at garyr@vcnewsreview.com
or call (715) 479-4421

5425

HELP WANTED
DELIVERY PERSON

PART-TIME DRIVER
The Vilas County News-Review has an imme-
diate opening for a weekly driver to deliver  
newspapers to the Eagle River post office.

 This job would be for approximately two 
hours Tuesday afternoons. There could be 
additional hours on a seasonal basis.

 Driver must have a vehicle with a hitch to 
tow our cargo trailer. Must be able to lift bun-
dles up to 40 pounds.

If interested, contact:

425 W. Mill St., Eagle River
(715) 479-4421

HELP WANTED
DELIVERY PERSON

PART-TIME DRIVER
The Vilas County News-Review has an imme-
diate opening for a weekly driver to deliver  
newspapers to the Eagle River post office.

 This job would be for approximately two 
hours Tuesday afternoons. There could be 
additional hours on a seasonal basis.

 Driver must have a vehicle with a hitch to 
tow our cargo trailer. Must be able to lift bun-
dles up to 40 pounds.

If interested, contact:

425 W. Mill St., Eagle River
(715) 479-4421


