
a new turf field last year and 
did it for $500,000. Why so 
cheap? The expensive part is 
in the under layer of drainage. 
You just replace the turf cover 
and you get an entirely new 
field.

8. Pride in the community: 
This field will serve as 
an expression of the 
pride Edgerton has in our 
community. Families choose 
to live in communities based 
on available amenities like a 
swimming pool, a Performing 
Arts Center, a modern library, 
green space facilities like 
Racetrack Park and a multi-
use athletic Turf Field. I’d be 
proud to live in a community 
that has all of these.

While it is expected that the 
Edgerton School District will 
invest in this facility at least 
up to the cost of what we will 
pay to refurbish the grass field, 
a project this size requires 
many community players. A 
fund raising effort will begin 
shortly. This is a one time gift 
opportunity. Consider giving 
at a level that will allow us to 
add a few “bells and whistles” 
like an entrance that matches 
the beauty of the new field and 
an additional shock cushion. 
We want people to know how 
proud we are to live in this fine 
community.

Edgerton native and former 
sports editor for the Janesville 
Gazette, Dave Wedeward is 
going to be writing a series 
of more detailed articles in 
the Edgerton Reporter in 
the coming weeks. Please 
take a moment to read this 
information. We think you will 
agree with Dave when he says 
“Some may say artificial turf is 
a thing of the future. Truth is, 
the future is now!”

Jim Raymond
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Fewer fervor
In a classic episode of 

“Saturday Night Live,” 
Christopher Walken confidently 
declares, “I’ve got a fever, and 
the only prescription is more 
cowbell!” Today I’m not sure if I 
have a fever or a fervor (or both), 
but it’s about “fewer” and “less.”

Let’s delve into this 
widespread grammar debacle 
currently plaguing the English-
speaking world at an alarming 
pace. When should you say less 
and when should you say fewer? 
You’ve probably heard to use 
less for things you don’t count 
and fewer for things you do 
count. As a general rule, this is 
true, but sooner than later you’ll 
run into a slew of exceptions. 

Instead, think about it this 
way: use less for something 
singular and fewer for something 
plural. For example: I noticed 
less pulp in this orange juice this 
morning. You could also say: I 
found 55 fewer palpable pulp 
particles in this orange juice 
this morning. On its own, pulp 
is singular, so less is correct. 
Because you have plural pulp 
particles, fewer is correct.

Here’s where it gets tricky: 
when referring to time, distance 
or money, use less because we 
think of these types of things as 
singular amounts. For example: 
The distance from Earth to the 
moon is (on average) 238,855 
miles. You wouldn’t say the 
distance from Earth to the moon 
are 238,855 miles. So, when 
you apply the singular or plural 
rule here, you could correctly 
say: This rocket we built in 
our garage is really fast; we’re 
already less than 100 miles away 
from the moon!

Now, what about the express 
lane at the grocery store? Is 
“10 items or less” correct, or 
should it be “10 items or fewer?” 
Although technically it should be 
10 items or fewer, many argue 
that if a rule makes a phrase or 
sentence too cumbersome, drop 
it.

Both the IKEA store and 
Meijer grocery store near 
me have “10 items or fewer” 
express checkout lanes, which 
I appreciate. I have a hard time 
declaring my allegiance to either 
side, so I’m going to offer a third 
option: up to 10 items. This way, 
grammar grouches don’t get all 
grumpy and people who don’t 
care never cared in the first place. 
Just as long as people don’t try to 
sneak 13 bottles of pulpy orange 
juice in the express lane.

–Curtis Honeycutt is an 
award-winning syndicated humor 
columnist and author. Connect 
with him at curtishoneycutt.com.
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The Grammar Guy
by Curtis Honeycutt

Dear Editor.
I am writing is support 

of the plans for building a 
synthetic athletic turf field to 
replace the existing grass field. 
Seldom is there a situation 
where virtually all of the 
options point in one direction, 
but in this case…I believe they 
do.

1. Financial: We put 
fertilizer, chemicals and 
irrigation on the existing 
football field and it looks good 
but that hides the fact that we 
have to limit play to about 
40 activities per year to keep 
that look. We are projected to 
save approximately $20,000 
per year with a Turf field that 
will not need water, chemicals, 
lines painted, or mowing. Over 
the projected 15 year life of the 
field, that is $300,000.

2.  Financial  again: 
Replacement of the existing 
grass field is projected at 
approximately $500,000 that 
could be directed towards 
the cost of a turf field costing 
$950,000. 

3. Safety: Turf fields have 
approximately 2 inches of tiny 
rubberized pellets that cushion 
the fall of athletes more than 
grass fields. Consideration 
is being given to adding an 
additional shock cushion to 
this construction as well.

4. Drainage: We have 

fought water issues in the 
school campus for decades. 
Turf fields have drainage 
systems under the permeable 
turf which allows the storm 
water to be drained directly to 
Saunders Creek. The football 
coach at UW-Whitewater says 
“We can have a 2 inch rain 
and be on the field 30 minutes 
later”.

5. Green Space: This should 
almost be number one…
we have very limited “green 
space” on the school campus. 
We are boxed in by Saunders 
Creek on the North. East and 
West. The city is on the South. 
A turf field will allow us 250 
plus activities on the field 
when we currently limit them 
to about 40 per year.

6. Benefits for many 
students: This opens up the 
field for use using the school 
day for our students. We would 
now have space for outdoor 
activities during gym classes; 
Band can practice on the field; 
youth football and soccer can 
have games and practices on 
the field; .softball and baseball 
can practice on the field in 
March; and the primary users 
would be the Soccer and 
football programs.

7. Financial a third time…
Replacement Costs: After 13 
years of use, UW-Whitewater 
replaced their turf field with 

There’s a splinter in your word
It’s the time of year when we get 

outside and curse at weeds. Yes, it’s 
spring, which means I’ll be refusing 
garden gloves in favor of the feeling 
of dark, rich terra firma underneath 
my fingernails. It’s time to get in 
touch with nature again, and — 
ouch — I think I just got a splinter! 
Run inside and find the tweezers! 
Too much touching nature!

Yes, I have already gotten a 
splinter or two while gardening 
during this brief season, but have 
you ever come across a splinter 
word? No, a splinter word isn’t any 
word involving wood; in fact, a 
splinter is part of a larger word used 
in forming a new “splinter” word. 

Take -holic, for example. An 
alcoholic suffers from an addiction 
to alcohol (the proper, modern 
terminology is that someone suffers 
from alcohol use disorder). 

For the sake of the example, let’s 
take the splinter -holic. It doesn’t 
stand alone as its own word, but 
when someone talks about being a 
“shopaholic” or “pizzaholic,” we 
know what the other person means. 
The “-holic” splinter denotes a 
dependence on something. 

Here’s another splinter: 
-tainment. We know that 
“entertainment” is something 
created or performed for the 
amusement of others. However, on 
its own, -tainment isn’t a word. It’s a 
splinter. So when we see words like 
“edutainment,” “eatertainment,” 
and “shoppertainment,” we know 
that those words relate to things that 
are created for your amusement.

Along those lines, would 
“intertainment” be entertainment 
designed specifically for the 
internet?

Note that splinters are not 
suffixes. In the previous example, 
“-tainment” isn’t a suffix, although 
“-ment” is a suffix having to do with 
an action or the result of an action.

In politics, pundits love using 
the splinter -nomics. Derived from 
economics, talking heads fill airtime 
by taking part of a politician’s name 
(usually the president) and turning 
the leader’s economic plans into a 
word. It started with “Reaganomics,” 
referring to President Ronald 
Reagan’s economic pillars. Later 
we got “Clintonomics.” But my 
favorite of the -nomics to say is 
“Obamanomics.” 

Many splinter words begin 
as slang and then creep into text 
messages, conversations and even 
the seventh hour of the “Today 
Show.” If you’ve heard the word 
“mansplain,” that happens when 
a man explains something to a 
woman in a condescending way. A 
“mockumentary” is a documentary 
that is purposefully poking fun at 
the traditional documentary film 
style. We see how these splinters 
form new words.

What other splinters can you 
think of? I’d hate to grammarsplain 
this topic into the ground.

—Curtis Honeycutt is a 
syndicated humor columnist. He 
is the author of Good Grammar 
is the Life of the Party: Tips for a 
Wildly Successful Life. Find more at 
curtishoneycutt.com.
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Open Meetings and Open Records Law
Section 19.31, Wisconsin Statutes

“In recognition of the fact that a representative government of
the American type is dependent upon an informed electorate, it is
declared to be the public policy of this state that all persons are 
entitled to the greatest possible information regarding the affairs of
government and the official acts of those officers and employees who
represent them.

Further, providing persons with such information is declared
to be an essential function of representative government and an 
integral part of the routine duties of officers and employees whose
responsibility it is to provide such information.”

The Edgerton Reporter supports this policy.
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LETTER TO EDITOR
Dear Editor,
During my time as an 

educator and a coach, I have 
always valued those who put in 
the time and effort to not only 
better themselves, but to bring 
home a win for their entire 
team. In the legislature, just like 
in sports, the people who put 
the team first are critical to the 
biggest successes. They work 
hard to lift up other people, they 
share their knowledge, and they 
do what is right for everyone - 
not just themselves - because 
in the legislature your entire 
district is your team. A win for 
your constituents is what matters 
most.

That’s why I want Mark 
Spreitzer to be our next State 
Senator. Mark is a team player 
who puts in the work for his 
district and his constituents. 
He knows that service in the 
legislature isn’t about him, it’s 
about the people he serves. Mark 
has earned my endorsement for 
the State Senate, and I know 
he’ll earn your vote this year too.

Sincerely,
Don Vruwink
State Representative
43rd Assembly District

Legal News
Today

Name Change
CKSD agenda
 City of Edgerton brush 
pickup
 City of Edgerton Fassett 
Cemetery notice
 City of Edgerton mowing 
notice
City of Edgerton open book
Town of Fulton agenda
 Town of Fulton annual 
meeting
 Town of Porter plan 
comission meeting

Election is over –
time to begin anew

At press time, we do not know the winners of the Spring
election from the April 5 balloting. While we do not know
how it has turned out; it will be important to move ahead.

By the time you read this, we will know the result of a con-
tested race in our city, District 3 for the
Rock County Board and District 37 for
the Dane County Board.  All the other
races had just one candidate and a space
for a write-in. There is also a contested
race for Albion Town Board.

As was mentioned, many races were
uncontested. One such race was the
Edgerton School Board. There were
three available seats and three incum-
bents running. While in this case and
several others, the faces will be the same, however, we hope all
will use this election time to look at the issues with a fresh per-
spective.

If there are changes in elected officials, again we hope all
will use this time to begin with renewed vigor. Create a mindset
of objectivity, open-mindedness and sound judgment.

For those that may be disappointed by the results of the
election, we hope you will support the winners, do your best
to work together and embrace the democratic process. Unlike
in other parts of the world, our leaders change without blood-
shed (in the literal sense of the word).

Our hats are off to all who were on the ballot, especially
those in contested races. It takes courage to put oneself out for
the public’s scrutiny. Congratulations.

Spring represents new beginnings, freshness and hope.
With the election behind us, we encourage all of our elected
officials to begin afresh, move forward and work hard to protect
the faith the public has vested in you by voting you into
office.

“Spring is the time of plans and projects.”
– Leo Tolstoy, Russian writer

“Spring adds new life and new joy to all that is.”
– Jessica Harrelson, Author

“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.”
– Lady Bird Johnson, First Lady

“Flowers don’t worry about how they’re 
going to bloom. They just open up and turn 

toward the light and that makes them beautiful.
– Jim Carrey

The Edgerton Reporter editorial reflects the opinion 
of publisher, Diane Everson and the legacy perspective and
worldview of Harland and Helen Everson.

Editorial

By Diane Everson, Publisher

Guest Opinion

Five things to know about working with 
your local USDA Service Center

By Teresa Hossman, Senior Communications

 Associate, Center for Rural Affairs

1. Every county has a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Service Center that houses Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
National Resource Conservation Services (NRCS). This is 
where farmers and landowners go to access their programs. 
As a renter, you can still work with these agencies.

2. With FSA and NRCS, you can access financial assistance 
through conservation programs, farming loans and disaster 
assistance.

3. What are farm numbers? As a farmer, renter or 
landowner, you need a farm number to access NRCS or 
FSA programs. Farm numbers are free, there is no minimum 
acreage requirement and they allow you to vote in county 
FSA elections or serve on the FSA county committee. Farm 
numbers stay with the land, not the farmer.

4. How to prepare for your first meeting and what to expect. 
Determine which office you want to meet with first. Do you 
need financial assistance, or are you interested in conservation 
programs? This will help decide what office to meet with first.

Next, think about your farm and your goals. Be prepared 
to answer questions about your farm; a business plan can help 
you be prepared. Research programs that might be a good fit, 
and write down any questions that you have.

 For your first meeting, you will want to bring: ID, proof 
of farm ownership or a rental agreement and financial and 
production records, if you have them.

5. Always request a receipt for service following your 
visit. These are important for your records, and the office is 
required to provide you one for any phone, email or in-person 
interaction.

Guest Opinion

“Road to widespread electric vehicle 
use is long, but bumps can be smoothed”

By Tom Still

Judging by commercial advertisements 
and the evangelical reviews of proud 
owners, nearly everyone will be driving an 
electric vehicle within a few years.

The real timeline for EV adoption is 
quite a bit longer than that – optimistically, 
50 percent U.S. penetration by 2030 – but 
not so long as to be a mirage on a hot desert 
highway.

That consensus emerged during a March 29 panel discussion in 
Madison, where three speakers with different perspectives on the rise of 
electric vehicles outlined both the promises and perils tied to society’s 
coming transition from internal combustion engines.

Availability of charging stations, laws governing who can build 
and manage such stations, battery technology, supply chain troubles, 
manufacturing conversion rates, tax policy and more will likely combine 
to lengthen the adoption rate.

At the same time, consumer EV choices are growing rapidly, 
production of vehicles is stepping up and early adopters such as delivery 
fleets, the U.S. Post Office and trucking companies are paving the way.

The bit of the electric spear will be charging stations, the availability 
of which determines how far EVs can go before the “range anxiety” of 
their drivers kicks in.

“So, how are we going to decide where to put these charging stations? 
The way I think about it and the way we’re looking at it, at least from a 
research perspective, is related to something (we call) an origin destination 
study,” said David Noyce, a professor in the UW-Madison College of 
Engineering who specializes in transportation planning and the future of 
on-the-road vehicles.

Noyce said creating charging networks in high-use areas should come 
first, followed by an effort to fill in what he calls “intermediate charging 
needs” that most worry many owners of electric vehicles.

Part of the answer, Noyce said, lies within the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act passed late last year by Congress. It calls for spending $79 
million over five years in Wisconsin alone for charging stations.

That assumes state government can agree on the rules surrounding 
how to put those dollars to work.

“There is a really big legal issue,” said Art Harrington, a veteran 
attorney whose practice centers on energy and sustainability issues. 
“That’s whether providing charging stations to the public, or indirectly, 
is a regulated public utility” under a state law that has stood basically 
unchanged for a century.

The Wisconsin Legislature took a run at the issue in its last session, 
but a bill failed to pass both Houses. At the core of the debate was whether 
large public utilities are best suited to reliably provide such charging 
stations, or if a decentralized model involving smaller, privately owned 
changing stations makes more sense.

Godfrey Kahn’s Harrington said the large public utility model could 
be more cost-effective and provide an edge in supply availability, pricing 
regulation and consumer protection. It could also be more vulnerable to 
hacking, less likely to quickly use renewable energy sources and prone to 
face challenges in balancing peak charging hours with demand.

The decentralized model would be more likely to rely on renewable 
energy right away and would not offer an easy target for mass hacking 
interruption, Harrington said. However, smaller stations would not find 
it easy to connect systematically and may be more costly for consumers 
in the long run.

A long-range answer may be “in-road” charging systems, Noyce told 
about 90 people at the Wisconsin Technology Council forum, but they’re 
still being tested and remain very costly per mile of installation.

Sean Baxter, the president of the Madison-based Kayser Automotive 
Group, has a recurring view of consumer interest. Sales of EVs represent 
about 5 percent of his business today – and he expects that to grow as 
cars and trucks become more available. For many people, he added, cost 
is also a factor.

“It’s still an expensive proposition for a lot of people,” Baxter said. 
“The average price of an EV is probably in that $50,000 to $60,000 range. 
That’s out of reach for a lot of the buying public still.”

Electric vehicles are primed to be a bigger part of the mix, but existing 
gasoline- and diesel-powered cars and trucks are generally built to last and 
make up the vast majority of what’s on the road today. The tipping point 
may come when the costs of operation for EVs and traditional vehicles 
move closer together.

Still is president of the Wisconsin Technology Council. He can be 
reached at tstill@wisconsintechnologycouncil.com.
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Letters to the  Editor Policy

The Reporter welcomes Letters to the Editor, however, letters must
have a written signature, address and telephone number in order to be
published.

Letters must be submitted by 5 p.m. Monday for Wednesday’s publi-
cation. We will run as many letters as possible each week, but space is
limited. For that reason, letters must not exceed 350 words.Letters will
be run as soon as possible. We give priority to letters from area residents.
We reserve the right to edit letters as necessary. Letters submitted to The
Reporter should not be personal attacks, but should concern issues.

Letters on political issues will not be run in the publication the week
prior to an election of candidates or referenda. This will prohibit someone
from raising a question about a candidate or issue without allowing time
for a response.

Letter to Editor

Silverwood Park Blossoming
into another area asset

Hold on to your hat.  Can you believe it was 20 years ago in
2002 that Irene Silverwood made her incredible donation to
Dane County coupled with an extraordinary vision? To those of
you who may be new to our area, Irene
donated her farm of 300 acres to be used
as a park, nature recreation center, facility
for ag education and best practices.  It is
a beautiful place on the shore of Rice
lake.

A little background, Irene and her 
husband, Russell, farmed for many years.
Irene was also a business education
teacher and class advisor at Edgerton
High School.  In the summer, Irene could be found volunteering
at the Stoughton and Dane County fairs.  Both fair administrators
quickly found there was not a problem Irene couldn't handle.

Back to her vision and mission for her donation.  Silverwood
Park, as it came to be called, was to put agriculture education at
the forefront along with nature awareness projects, organic and
sustainability best practices as well as a park to be enjoyed for
generations.  It was slow going in the beginning as the park 
department needed to figure out how to deal with a farm. They
were aided by the creation of the Friends of Silverwood Park.
This is an all volunteer organization that has a board of directors
and many members who have generously given their time and
talents to develop an amazing place.

Here are a few of their accomplishments to date:
• After COVID, the return of the winter Candlelight Hike
through the woods and the Barn dance. This dance has a band  
and a square dance caller and is a big hit.

• The Freshman Summit has spent its ninth year of giving 
volunteer hours to paint, mulch, tend to Irene's orchard,
garden and on building maintenance.

• Public presentations by nine grower partners educating people  
on soil and improving their gardens.

• Edgerton Summer School Day camp was held in June, July
and August with 50 campers.

• Silverwood is host to the Savanna Institute agroforestry and
a fruit and nut tasting orchard.

• Renovation of Irene's home to be a visitors center.  Replace-
ment windows have been donated by Dave Nelson and a
fundraising effort is underway for the installation.

• Discussion with athletic groups to use the park for races.
• Dan Bussey is creating a Heritage Apple Orchard which will 
cover 15 acres with 300 different varieties.

This is very impressive and yet, like other causes, it takes
money to continue the work.  As we have asked you to consider
donating to Edgerton Outreach and the Edgeron Athletic field,
please also consider how you can help continue the exciting 
activities at Silverwood.  They need financial contributions, 
in-kind donations and volunteer hours.  Participate if you are
able.  All help is welcome.

We believe over the course of time, Silverwood Park will 
become an international destination for visitors from around the
world.

The Edgerton Reporter editorial reflects the opinion 
of publisher, Diane Everson and the legacy perspective and
worldview of Harland and Helen Everson.
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