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A handy-dandy guide 
to reduplicative words

I promise I’m not trying to get 
this song stuck in your head, but its 
lyrics illustrate the language term 
I want to discuss. And I promise I 
wouldn’t bring it up if this 1960 
hit pop song’s b-side didn’t also 
illustrate the point. However, it’s 
impossible not to get this earworm 
stuck in your head if I just write, 
“It was an itsy-bitsy teenie-weenie 
yellow polka dot bikini.” Sorry.

What is it about “itsy-bitsy” and 
“teenie-weenie”? Not only that, 
but what was it about singer Brian 
Hyland’s b-side of the single entitled 
“Don’t Dilly Dally, Sally”? In the 
case of the b-side track, “dilly dally” 
is yet another “reduplicative,” or 
“ricochet word.”

A reduplicative word is a word 
that is composed of two similar or 
identical parts. Sometimes the words 
rhyme, as in “razzle-dazzle,” but that 
isn’t a requirement. And, no, not all 
reduplicative words are hyphenated. 
I think reduplicative words are 
fun, so let’s learn some more — I 
promise it won’t be a bunch of flim-
flam or mumbo-jumbo.

Many reduplicative words have 
to do with a state of chaos, their 
repetitive nature intensifying a 
sense of insanity in your ears. If you 
do things all “higgledy-piggledy” 
or “willy-nilly” that means you 
approach daily tasks in a disorderly 
manner. Some might even say you’re 
all “helter-skelter.” A disorganized, 
irresponsible person might be called 
“harum-scarum.” If you hear a wild 
commotion outside, you might 
either say, “What’s all that hubbub?” 
or “What’s the hullaballoo?” Either 
way, you’d be describing a noisy 
disturbance.

Other reduplicative words fall 
into a broad category of personal 
slights — the kind of words you’d 
hear second-graders calling each 
other at recess. I’ve been called 
“artsy-fartsy” more times than 
I can count, but I’m not “fancy-
schmancy,” nor am I “hoity-toity.” 
A person who is considered too old-
fashioned might be called a “fuddy-
duddy” or a “goody-goody.” 

When it comes to reduplicative 
words with identically duplicated 
stems, I mostly think of “baby’s first 
words”: mama, dada, night night, 
boo-boo, go bye-bye, that’s a no-
no, etc. However, others aren’t just 
for babies. For instance, I like my 
clothes to look coordinated, but I 
don’t want to be all matchy-matchy; 
that would be cray-cray. Am I right 
or am I right?

I promise I’m not wishy-washy, 
but I only have so many words to 
describe this hodgepodge mishmash 
of the English language. Even if 
you think this column is too loosey-
goosey, I am of the opinion that it is, 
in fact, super-duper.

—Curtis Honeycutt is a 
syndicated humor columnist. He 
is the author of Good Grammar 
is the Life of the Party: Tips for a 
Wildly Successful Life. Find more 
at curtishoneycutt.com.
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Letter to Editor
Dear Editor:
The Edgerton Reporter 

deserves recognition by 
Jefferson County citizens for 
its continued advocacy for 
transparent government.  The 
Reporter fully supports that 
governmental bodies provide 
public records in conformance 
with state statutes. The 
Wisconsin Department of Justice 
states “It is imperative that we 
recognize that transparency is 
the cornerstone of democracy 
and that citizens cannot hold 
elected officials accountable in 
a representative government 
unless government is performed 
in the open.”  This may sound 
fairly 1776 in nature, but 1. It is 
Wisconsin law, and 2. It is being 
violated in the Town of Sumner.

We have been involved in 
asking for records from the 
Town of Sumner Clerk since 
June of 2021.  The previous 
elected Clerk complied in 
accordance with the statutes 
which allowed residents to 
become involved in our Town 
Board meetings and decision 
making.  When the elected Clerk 
resigned and an appointed Clerk 
was installed, this all came to an 
end.

Since December of 2021, 
records that have been requested 
have not been provided to those 

who have requested them.  These 
are not secret or arcane records.  
These are documents that would 
yet be on the desk of the Town 
Clerk within days of a Board 
meeting or an election.  Literally 
requested 1 to 3 days after the 
event.  They include: altered 
meeting agendas, minutes, 
town budget documents, clerk’s 
account of payments made and 
finances, election documents, 
and town legislation.  Most 
record requests would not be 
necessary if the Town Board 
and Clerk would make these 
documents accessible at Board 
meetings - but that is not the 
case.   

The state statutes define 
record holders as Municipal 
Clerks, County District 
Attorneys, County Sheriffs, and 
State officeholders among most 
other governmental employees 
and elected officials. Please note 
– this includes Town Clerks 
who are the statutory record 
holder of town records – and - 
has the documents explaining 
the actions and decisions of our 
local officials at their fingertips. 

The Town of Sumner is a 
case study in records denial.  
A recent example is this exact 
copy of the reply from the Clerk 
to a March 16, 2022 election 
record request.  “Your inquiry 

has been received. Your inquiry 
is important. We have limited 
our resources for open records 
requests. We have numerous 
open records requests and will 
respond in the order of which 
they are received.  The timing of 
the response in undetermined.”   
These records have not yet been 
received. 

We know that records from 
December of 2021 have yet to 
be filled.  If the Clerk’s response 
truly reflects her approach to 
filling record requests, simple 
math indicates the example 
record request will not be filled 
until February of 2023!   

This letter to the editor 
is meant to inform readers 
and to thank Publisher 
and Editor Everson for her 
paper’s commitment to open 
government.   But more 
importantly to share our 
frustration with the Town of 
Sumner’s Clerk and Town 
Board and their refusal to 
respect town resident’s desire 
to know and understand the 
conduct of the Clerk and Town 
Board, and our legitimate 
requests for information related 
to their decisions.

Sandra Hynes, Town of 
Sumner

Nancy Emons, Town of 
Jefferson  

Production.................Ellen Knutson, Susan Siemens, Tristan McGough

Editorial

Enjoy Edgerton’s rich history
during Tobacco Heritage Days!
By Diane Everson, publisher

Fifty years! As many will say, “my, how time flies!”
Tobacco Heritage Days is this weekend.

In the ‘50s and ‘60s, communities across the country
found economic success hosting com-
munity festivals. They brought visi-
tors to town, the visitors spent money
and the communities had opportuni-
ties to showcase themselves.

Most festivals honor the heritage
of their community in some way,
often the ethnic origin. In our area,
Jefferson celebrates area German an-
cestry with Gemuetlichkeit Days. Stoughton honors our
Norwegian forefathers with Syttende Mai. Syttende Mai
means May 17. (On May 17, 1814, the Norwegian Consti-
tution was signed, finally granting Norway its own inde-
pendence from Sweden.) Our Swiss immigrants and
cheesemaking are celebrated in New Glarus and Monroe.
Fort Atkinson honors Chief Blackhawkʼs history with Fort
Fest.

By the time Edgerton decided to have a festival, our eth-
nic make-up and Native American history had been taken.
What was left was our unique history revolving around to-
bacco. While tobacco has been so important to Edgerton,
celebrating Tobacco Heritage Days over the years has re-
ceived criticism from outside groups. They assert we are
“promoting tobacco and its use.”

Celebrating our tobacco heritage is just as important as
celebrating Native American history and our ethnic and area
cheesemaking heritage. Yes, we know cheese doesnʼt have
a warning from the Surgeon General on its packages. Even
so, if someone wants to smoke or chew, it is their choice;
just as it is a choice to eat cheese.

While tobacco may have a negative connotation, it is a
part of our rich heritage. Heritage is one thing, actively pro-
moting smoking and chewing is another.

Native Americans used tobacco in their peace pipes and
... did you know ... that today, research is being conducted
on how tobacco may stem some neurological diseases.

In the meantime, we should honor the hard-working to-
bacco farmers, the entrepreneurial tobacco businessman and
the community that fostered their growth. That growth was
responsible for the community we enjoy today. It is impor-
tant to honor it.

This weekend offers so much for everyone in the family.
There will be a car show, arts and crafts sale, ice cream so-
cial, ball games, live bands, the Pottery Festival’s Edgerton
Clay Day, a parade and a host of other activities. Enjoy and
be proud.

The Edgerton Reporter editorial reflects the opinion
of publisher, Diane Everson and the legacy perspective
and worldview of Harland and Helen Everson.

Dear Editor,
I appreciate the time and ef-

fort reporter Jeff Brown put
into the July 7, 2021, article
“Sumner: Expense statements
paint inaccurate picture of Re-
woldt’s pay”. He was put in a
position of great responsibility
when he was forwarded the
Sumner clerk’s “expense
sheet” that was created to cast
doubt on my honesty while in
office as Sumner Town Clerk.
He allowed me considerable
time to refute what was as-
serted in this Excel “expense
sheet”.

As to the actions of the
Clerk and the Board in this
matter, I am offended and find
their behavior reprehensible,
and in my opinion, a deter-
mined attempt at defamation.
If, as it would appear, this was
the subject of the closed ses-
sion that took place at the June
9, 2021, Sumner Town Board
meeting, the appropriate ac-
tion would be to bring it to the
attention of the County Dis-
trict Attorney or the State De-
partment of Justice. Rather,
they provided the un-vetted
“expense sheet” to the Edger-
ton Reporter. Were Jeff Brown
not diligent in his pursuit of
the facts, I could have been
branded a thief of Sumner
town funds. I question if that
was the intent of the Clerk and
the Town Board.

Closed sessions are closed
for a reason. Minutes must be
taken by a clerk but can only
be disclosed by rule of a judge
as necessary in litigation. Dis-
cussions and actions during
the Board’s closed session are
just that: closed - until action
is taken in open session of a
Town Board meeting. I con-
sider this “leak” a black mark
on the performance and in-
tegrity of those involved.

In closing, my hope for this
new administration is that they
pay attention to the rules of
governance and quickly gain
the skills that are required to
appropriately and legally ad-
minister town finances and op-
erations of the Town of
Sumner.

Glendan K. Rewoldt

Dear Editor,
This letter is in response to

Diane Eversons editorial dated
July 8, 2021. While I am
pleased that she encourages
citizens to come forward, I am
baffled by her “verbal slap on
the wrist” regarding timing.
Allow me to set the record
straight.

As she stated, we had two
years to deal with the prob-
lems that came with the new
ownership of IKI. I usually
give people the benefit of the
doubt. At the beginning, I as-
sumed that this simply was a
bit of a bumpy transition that
might take a while to smooth
out. Eventually, I did have to
realize and accept that they
were unwilling to work with
us, as they completely ignored
our attempts to communicate.
You are correct, I should have
not been that gracious with a
company that was so blatantly
disrespectful to its neighbors.

I accept fault for that, I was
naive. 

I would have been willing
to discuss this with you, had
you tried to contact me. It was
foolish of you to assume that
we did not try every conceiv-
able avenue to get a resolution
in this matter. This is where
you could have done your re-
search. Consider this your
“slap on the wrist.” In the 7
page letter I presented at the
council meeting, you must
have overlooked the part out-
lining how we have been dis-
missed and passed around.

Unfortunately, upon arrival
in Edgerton, we did not re-
ceive a welcome to the neigh-
borhood packet neatly
outlining how to handle a dis-
pute with a multimillion dollar
company.

You have no idea how
many times we contacted au-
thorities. In fact, neither do I,
as I lost track. In the last 2
years, I would guess at least
20. Furthermore, we called IKI
on at least 6 occasions. We left
5 messages with different of-
fice staff and talked to the HR
lady once. She said they would
get back to us and never did.
We even went as far as send-
ing messages to the website
hoping they would find their
way through the proper chan-
nels. Nothing came of any of
this. 

We also have talked to the
city on numerous occasions. I
left messages that went unre-
turned. When we did get ahold
of personnel, we were told to
call the police. Then the police
would tell us to take it up with
the city. Round and round we
went.

Despite our frustration, we
did not quit! We then looked
up our alderperson. Although
according to her, “she couldn’t
discuss specifics, as they were
in closed negotiations with
IKI,” she continued through
multiple phone conversations
to reassure us that our con-
cerns were being heard. We
were also told several times
that they were working to alle-
viate a lot of the issues, such
as traffic congestion. After we
continued to call her, she gave
us the information on how to
attend and talk at the city
council meeting. She was the
only helpful resource during
this whole ordeal. We were
never told by anyone under
any circumstances that this ex-
pansion is a “done deal,” as
Ms. Everson would have us
believe. 

This ultimately is how we
ended up at the city council
meeting held July 6th, 2021. I
work evenings in another
town, but I cleared my sched-
ule to attend, as I felt that
strongly about it. My appoint-
ments book out 6 weeks in ad-
vance, so this is difficult to say
the least. I don’t ever miss
work, but with visions of my
property value plummeting, I
didn’t really feel I had a
choice. My house may just be
a drop in the bucket to IKI, but
it means a whole lot to my
family and I.

What I find most sad is that

it took all this to finally get
anyone’s attention. I fully ex-
pected pushback (mainly from
the owners, employees or cor-
porate), but not from the local
paper. Do you have any idea
how much courage it took to
take on a fight like this? I am a
small town resident that knows
right from wrong and I am not
afraid to stand by my convic-
tions. This may be an uphill
battle, but I will stand up for
property owners and my
neighborhood.

As I have explained, this
has been a work in progress
for the last 2 years. We have
not sat by idly but have had to
jump through hoops at every
turn to get here. All the while,
may I add, I have fought a
chronic illness that started last
October. This has taken an in-
credible amount of time and
energy that I did not have. I
am proud of everything we
have fought for and I will con-
tinue to do so. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Michelle Race

Editor's note: The only
knowledge we have about
neighbor complaints against
IKI is from the City Council
story in last week’s paper. In
that article, it’s noted that a
seven-page letter was submit-
ted to the City Council. It is a
surprise to us that, with so
many frustrations not being
addressed, why the newspaper
was not informed nor was our
reporter, Sam Martino. We
covered meetings and reported
on IKI's plans starting last De-
cember. We have an article on
page 5, where IKI discusses
their plans to handle the issues
raised.  We invite our readers
to let us know if you are not
being heard. We will do our
best to help. We stand by our
editorial.

Spelling and 
expelling 

demonyms
Beelzebub. Mammon. Le-

gion. These are demon names.
Today we’re talking about de-
monyms, which are different
from demon names. The devil
is in the details, I suppose.

Demonyms are the words
we use for groups of people
from different places. We get
the word “demonym” from the
Greek words “demos” (people,
citizens, tribespeople) and
“nym” (name). Think about the
words “democracy” and “de-
mographic,” for example.
These words both have to do
with people in a certain region
or group. For example, we call
people from Greece (referred to
as “the birthplace of democ-
racy”) “Greeks.” That’s a de-
monym.

Let’s start global. By global,
I mean planetary. People from
Earth are called Earthlings. If
sentient life existed on Mars,
those beings would be called
Martians. I suppose an alien
from Neptune would be re-
ferred to as a Neptunian. I don’t
want to get started about aliens,
or my friend Byron will chime
in and send me all his wild con-
spiracy theories. Editor, feel
free to omit this paragraph alto-
gether. Actually, go ahead and
selectively black it out like a
CIA document. That would
drive Byron crazy.

Back to demonyms. On a
country-by-country basis, some
nationalities have predictable
demonyms while others are
quite surprising. People from
Ireland are called “Irish.” Citi-
zens of Ghana are “Ghanaians.”
This all makes perfect sense.
On the funky side of country
demonyms, folks in New
Zealand are called “Kiwis” (re-
ferring to the wingless bird).
People in Ivory Coast (or Côte
d'Ivoire) are referred to as “Ivo-
rians.” Locals of the Principal-
ity of Monaco call themselves
“Monegasques.”

When it comes to our fifty
nifty United States, we also see
a combination of expected and
odd demonyms. I’m from Okla-
homa, so I consider myself an
“Okie.” I live in Indiana, so
now I’m a naturalized
“Hoosier.” While these are
probably the most unique state
demonyms, I really like the “-
er” state demonyms including
“Connecticuter,” “Marylander”
and “Mainer,” although some
Mainers prefer to be called
“Maineiacs.”
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Legal News
Today

Full text of these legal notices appears on 14 & 15

THE EDGERTON  REPORTER
Letters to the  Editor Policy

The Reporter welcomes Letters to the Editor, however, letters must
have a written signature, address and telephone number in order to be
published.

Letters must be submitted by 5 p.m. Monday for Wednesday’s pub-
lication. We will run as many letters as possible each week, but space
is limited. For that reason, letters must not exceed 350 words. Letters
will be run as soon as possible. We give priority to letters from area
residents. We reserve the right to edit letters as necessary. Letters sub-
mitted to The Reporter should not be personal attacks, but should con-
cern issues.

Letters on political issues will not be run in the publication the week
prior to an election of candidates or referenda. This will prohibit someone
from raising a question about a candidate or issue without allowing time
for a response.

Letters to the Editor

City of Edgerton Plan Commission Hearing
City of Edgerton Plan Commission Hearing

Town of Porter Board Meeting

The article “Sumner: Expense statement paints inaccurate pic-
ture of Rewoldt’s pay” in last week’s edition stated that Glendan
Rewoldt, formerly the Sumner Town Clerk, was paid a pro-rata
salary of $839.17 for administering the April 6, 2021, election. Be-
cause of space limitations, the article did not make clear that Ms.
Rewoldt’s salary went to compensate her for performing a variety
of duties, not only administering the election. 

Additionally, the article twice mentioned amounts withheld
from Ms. Rewoldt’s paychecks for contributions to a retirement
account. While technically accurate, the mentions of contributions
to a retirement account would benefit from additional context. The
withheld amounts were payments made by the town on behalf of
all eligible officers and employees to a 457(b) account—a tax ad-
vantaged deferred compensation retirement plan—in lieu of Social
Security withholding, an option the IRS offers to state and local
government and non-profit employers.
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INSIDE WISCONSIN

“Court’s EPA decision aside, markets and
innovation steadily at work”
By Tom Still

The U.S. Supreme Court ruling rejecting the federal Environmental Protection Agency’s 
authority to reshape the nation’s energy grid has been 
roundly criticized by groups that believe reining in the 
causes of climate change cannot wait for constitutional 
niceties such as congressional and state approval.

Whether they hate or love the high court’s ruling, 
those who believe in the urgency of climate change action 
should now place more trust in three forces – innovation, 
incentives and market adoption – that can move the dial. 
Wisconsin can be a poster child for all.

In a 6-3 decision issued June 30, the court said the 
EPA lacks the power to impose a nationwide cap‐and‐trade 
climate policy based on an Obama-era plan to expand such enforcement through the Clean 
Air Act. In 2016, the court had stayed EPA’s “Clean Power Plan,” recognizing it might not 
pass constitutional muster.

While some politicians still deny human activity is altering the world’s environment, 
many private companies and utilities are taking steps on their own within the framework of 
market-ready innovation, customer acceptance and government “carrot-and-stick” incentives.

Coal-fired plants are being retired in most places in the United States and very few, if any, 
new coal plants are on the horizon. Even the construction of natural gas plants for electricity 
generation may be peaking. Instead, alternatives such as solar and wind are on the rise.

That’s not because energy company executives have suddenly become Green Party 
members, but because they want to pursue long-term strategies to keep the lights on while 
reducing carbon emissions. It simply makes good business sense over time. Here are some 
examples:

• Wisconsin is poised for more solar energy growth. Solar panel costs have declined over 
time, even if supply-chain issues persist. Wisconsin has solar energy incentives for users, there 
are many accredited installers, and many solar projects – large and small – are underway. The 
state Public Service Commission has a plan to boost Wisconsin’s standing among the top solar 
states. Possible drawbacks over time: A continued dispute over “third-party” solar projects and 
whether they can tie in the grid, and local opposition to some large solar farms.

• While delayed a year or more over fears of brownouts, some major coal plants are 
still scheduled for retirement by 2004-25. Alliant Energy and WEC Energy Group recently 
delayed plant retirement plans by about a year after the regional grid – called the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator – announced it faces capacity shortfalls this summer and 
next in its northern and central regions. Grid operators noted it “will be increasingly reliant 
on emergency or non-firm resources” to ensure service reliability in those regions. Still, 
Wisconsin’s heavy reliance on coal will diminish sooner than later.

• Nuclear power is also getting a fresh look as “next-generation” plants are being 
proposed. One such proposal involves Dairyland Power Cooperative in La Crosse.

• Energy innovation is a part of the research and development footprint at most of 
Wisconsin’s major universities and colleges. The UW-Madison is a leader in fission and fusion 
research, with growing expertise around hydrogen energy. The Wisconsin Energy Institute 
and Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center on the Madison campus also work with industry. 
Similar programs exist at UW-Milwaukee, Marquette University and beyond. Sometimes, 
industry and academic research is not tied to energy generation but other ways to reduce 
carbon emissions. Examples include battery storage innovation, more efficient electric motors, 
better control systems and even production of low-carbon cement.

• While many of the “best” wind sites in Wisconsin have been developed, the state still has 
potential for more than 114,000 kilowatts of wind power. Stacker.com also reported in 2021 
that wind makes up nearly 3 percent of Wisconsin’s grid.

With more electric vehicles on the way along with current demands, Wisconsin will need 
reliable electric power. It will also need cleaner ways to process it. Those solutions will more 
likely come from innovators and market forces than government fiat.

Still is president of the Wisconsin Technology Council. He can be reached at tstill@
wisconsintechnologycouncil.com.

Guest Opinion

Money in politics is eroding our democracy
By Morris Pearl

The January 6th hearings have 
shocked the nation with disturbing 
details about Trump and his allies’ 
plot to overturn the 2020 election. It is 
clear that they actively worked to tear 
down the very foundations of American 
democracy for their own personal gain.

But while the nation’s attention is 
fixated on these hearings, we shouldn’t 
pretend that January 6th was an isolated 
event. America’s democracy has been 
under siege for decades from a more 
subtle but equally dangerous force, as 
many of the same far-right billionaires 
and legislators who supported Trump 
and the January 6th insurrectionists 
have spent years working to undermine 
the principle of one person, one vote. 
Thanks to their work, we now live in a 
system where money equals power, and 
the wishes of the American public have 
little to no impact when compared to the 
policy preferences of the ultra-rich.

Across the country, policies 
that are supported by an often vast 
majority of voters, from taxing the 
rich to raising the minimum wage to 
marijuana legalization to restricting 
the rights of teenagers to buy assault 
rifles are ignored by lawmakers, with 
virtually no political change taking 
place to realize those goals. Behind the 
scenes, the nation’s rich and powerful 
gain enormous access and influence 
through political contributions that 
interfere with our representatives truly 
representing the will of the rest of the 
people. This is all the direct result of the 
right-wing crusade to undermine our 
campaign finance system.

Twelve years ago the Supreme 
Court took a major step in the wrong 
direction by ruling in Citizens United 
that legislation limiting campaign 
spending by corporations, unions and 
nonprofits violated the first amendment. 
This ruling opened the floodgates for 
corporations and rich people to flood 
political discourse with their cash. 
Their ability to fund the campaigns of 
politicians who support their interests, 
not the people’s, has resulted in the 
degradation of the average voter’s 
political power. Put simply, in an 

America where money is equated to 
free speech, the money of the rich 
drowns out the voice of average 
Americans. 

Supreme Court decisions like 
Citizens United v. FEC, Buckley v. 
Valeo, and SpeechNow.org v. FEC 
have asserted that spending money 
is an expression of speech and that 
multi-billion dollar corporations can 
spend limitlessly to fund the politicians 
of their choice. They’ve done so with 
glee. Pharmaceutical companies 
give millions to block drug price 
negotiations, firearm manufacturers 
make contributions to keep gun control 
laws lax, insurance companies pay to 
try to prevent Medicare from expanding 
to cover vision and dental, corporations 
and the wealthy donate to lower their 
taxes, and the fossil fuel industry blocks 
action against climate change.

As a result, we’ve witnessed 
lawmakers pass or block bills because 
that’s what their wealthy donors tell 
them is important, even if those bills 
are contrary to what a majority of 
voters want. A study by professors from 
Princeton and Northwestern University 
showed that support by the majority 
of voters has virtually no impact on 
policy outcomes when compared to the 
demands of wealthy donors. Former 
Rep. Chris Collins (R-NY) admitted 
as much when talking about the 2017 
tax bill (that gave nearly $2 trillion in 
tax cuts to wealthy individuals and 
corporations), saying: “My donors are 
basically saying: ‘Get it done or don’t 
ever call me again.’”

I hope that he just forgot that his 
donors are not all of the people he is 
supposed to represent, but it is still 
scary to hear him admit that the threat 
of withholding campaign donations is a 
major influence on policy.

Our democracy is out of 
balance. We’re rapidly approaching 
an oligarchy, with a few wealthy 
individuals essentially running the 
show.

Without reasonable limits on 
campaign finance, politics becomes a 
competition where candidates scramble 
to gather as much money from donors, 

corporations, and special interest 
groups.  Average Americans don’t 
have millions to spend on candidates 
who support widely popular policies, 
leaving them the losers when we allow 
unlimited money in politics. There are 
many dangers to our democracy, and 
not all are as obvious as an angry mob 
in MAGA hats. They may be dressed 
differently, but the corporate lobbyists 
in thousand-dollar suits pose just as 
much of a threat.

— Morris Pearl is a former 
managing director at Blackrock, Inc., 
and is now Chair of the Patriotic 
Millionaires.


