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 Perspectives
Good intentions, 
strange process

A letter was sent out to Colby and Abbotsford 
business owners in June that asked owners to do-
nate money to the Colby-Abbotsford Police Depart-
ment to ensure that the department could keep its 
offi cers from leaving to pursue more money with 
other departments. 

Entities have received donations before, sure. 
The Central Fire and EMS District received do-
nations in the past to get new equipment and the 
CAPD has even received donations to help pay for 
a new K-9 offi cer to be trained and added to the 
force. 

But there are a number of  strange things about 
this particular request. The fi rst is that a process 
that is largely decided by the people the depart-
ment protects has been taken out of  their hands. 

The issue that the department is facing is the 
fact that a changing job market has made it so of-
fi cers that are leaving for more money are getting 
harder and harder to replace. 

During a normal budget crunch, a department 
seeking more funds would submit a referendum 
package that would allow the people who are pro-
tected by the department to decide if  they would 
like to allocate more of  their hard-earned money 
to better protecting themselves. 

The commission in this instance has chosen to 
bypass that process in hopes of  quickly fi xing the 
issue at hand. This isn’t a long-term fi x either. The 
commission president and police chief  said this 
would be a band-aid-type fi x until 2024 when the 
commission would need to re-examine the budget 
of  the department and make changes accordingly. 

Assuming they get the funds they need, this 
does allow time for a push to pass a referendum in 
2023 or 2024 that would raise taxes for those who 
reside in the municipalities. But ultimately, aren’t 
some of  the business owners in Colby and Abbots-
ford living in the cities that are protected by the de-
partment? If  so, that means they could donate now 
and then have to pay their share of  taxes when/if  
the time comes and a referendum is passed in the 
coming years. 

We aren’t saying donating to the police is some-
thing that should be frowned upon. They have 
some of  the hardest jobs on the planet and risk 
life and limb to keep citizens of  this area safe. But 
shouldn’t the commission have looked to increase 
their budget before the situation came to soliciting 
donations from area businesses? 

Next, if  businesses choose not to donate, what 
will happen to their police service in the coming 
years? Chief  Jason Bauer said, “There will abso-
lutely be no negative impact on police services for 
those who choose not to participate.” 

The letter doesn’t mention anything about the 
possibility of  a confl ict of  interest if  businesses 
choose not to donate. 

Might that lead business owners to feel pres-
sured to donate to ensure that they and their prop-
erty are protected? 

These are concerns that would be unprecedent-
ed in their own right but after a move that has no 
predecessor, we are left to our own judgement on 
what that might mean for our community. 

President of  the CAPD Police Commission Todd 
Schmidt mentioned that if  the department could 
not raise funds, cutting an offi cer and thus mov-
ing to a schedule that doesn’t include 24-hour cov-
erage might be a possibility. 

Bauer said that would force Marathon and Clark 
counties to cover the area and might mean long 
wait times for 9-1-1 calls when CAPD offi cers are 
not on patrol. 

If  a referendum was created that laid out the 
consequences and benefi ts to voting against or for 
the package, it would put the decision in the hands 
of  those that are protected by the department and 
not the hands of  the commission. That encom-
passes thousands of  people who would then decide 
how protected they should be instead of  fi ve or six. 
Editorial by the Tribune-Phonograph editorial board of  
Neal Hogden, Nathaniel Underwood and Kris O’Leary.
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per year for residents of the U.S. 

Subscribers are requested to 
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month from the subscription will be 
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form 3579.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We welcome letters from our read-
ers on any subject of interest. We 
reserve the right to edit for length, 
grammar or libel. All submitted letters 
must be signed and include a tele-
phone number for verifi cation. 
Campaign accusations without 
chance of rebuttal will not be pub-
lished the week before an election. 
Federal and state candidate en-
dorsements will not be published.
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Circus coming to town 
Traveling on its own special cara-

van containing car after car crammed 
with wonders and cage after cage of  
animals from every land, the all new, 
streamlined Wallace & Clark Wild 
Animal Circus will arrive in Abbots-
ford early in the morning of  July 24. 
A tented city will quickly rise in the 
air. The fi rst tent to be erected will 
be the cook house where all circus 
personnel are fed. Next to be erected 
will be the 
animal tents 
followed by 
the the big 
top and side-
shows. Huge 
e l e p h a n t s 
and horses 
play a promi-
nent part in 
the erection 
of  the tented 
city.

For the 
fi rst time the 
public will 
have an op-
portunity to 
view mighty 
Goliath, the 
largest hip-
popotamus ever captured. This huge 
beast weighs over four tons and is 
transported on a special iron bound 
and steel barred den. At 10 a.m. on 
circus day, this mighty creature, to-
gether with all the wild animals, will 
be fed and watered; a spectacle to 
which the public is cordially invited 
to view for free. 

The performance of  the Wallace 
& Clark Wild Animal Circus is ac-
claimed as being high class in every 
respect and no doubt the popular 
traveling institution will be greeted 
by large audiences when it comes 
to Abbotsford for an afternoon and 
night performance on July 24. The 
Circus will be held on the Francis 
Melvin farm, located on Highway 29.
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May F. Bartholomay was from 
early pioneer family

May F. Bartholomay, a long time 
resident of  Withee who died June 27 at 
the family home, was the daughter of  
the late Mr. and Mrs. Theodore H. Bar-
ber, early pioneer school teachers in 
Withee and Owen and other sections 
of  north central Wisconsin. 

Bartholomay came to Withee at the 
age of  three with her parents when 
her mother, Mrs. Flora Barber, be-
came the fi rst teacher in Owen in 1894. 

In her young 
years she was 
particluarly 
known for 
her outstand-
ing talent in 
leading roles 
in home tal-
ent plays and 
was a lover of  
classical mu-
sic and was 
active in vo-
cal roles and 
accompanied 
other vocal-
ists. 

Her hus-
band, Her-
man Bar-

tholomay, was water superintendent 
marshall and constable for 34 consecu-
tive years in the Village of  Withee. She 
and her husband were active in civic 
affairs during this period. 

In 1932 after the death of  her father 
she took over his insurance agency, 
the Barber Agency, and continued in 
that capacity for 13 years. 

Mrs. Bartholomay’s ancestry dates 
back to the Revolutionary War on the 
Barber side and the Civil War on her 
mother’s side, the McCartys. Her great 
grandfather, J. Barber, came from Eng-
land and fought in the American Revo-
lution. 

Her grandfather, Florence McCarty, 
served in the Tenth Wisconsin Light 
Artillery Divison at Red Oak Station 
during the Civil War.
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