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WEEK IN REVIEW
Ashwaubenon boys heading to WIAA state tournament
BY RICH PALZEWIC
SPORTS EDITOR

ASHWAUBENON – For 
the first time since 2006, 
the Ashwaubenon (24-4) 
boys’ basketball team is 
heading to the Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation Division 2 State 
Tournament after a pair of  
convincing sectional wins. 

Sectional  
semifinal victory

The Jaguars hit 16 
3-point field goals en route 
to a 68-58 victory over Osh-
kosh North March 10 at 
Green Bay Southwest High 
School. 

In the first half, 27 of  the 
Jaguars’ 31 points came via 
the three. 

“During the season, two-
thirds of  our shots came 
from beyond (the 3-point) 
arc,” Ashwaubenon Head 
Coach Mark Tomashek 
said. “North played a 1-3-
1 (zone), and we made 
them tonight. The kids 
made some big plays. Our 
strength is shooting the 
basketball, so please, play 
zone against us.”

Besides Boone Kirst and 
Marcus Tomashek hitting 
2-point field goals in the 
first half, the Jaguars con-
nected on nine 3-pointers in 
the first 18 minutes of  the 
game. 

Marcus Tomashek had 
four 3s in the first half, 
while Jayden Schoen and 
Matt Imig hit a pair. 

Kirst also had one, as 
Ashwaubenon led at the 
break, 31-22.

In the second half, the 
Jaguars mostly maintained 
their double-digit lead 
throughout, helped by sev-
en free throws by Imig, who 
finished with 19 points. 

With Ashwaubenon up 

45-30, the Spartans went on 
a 7-0 run to make it 45-37, 
but that’s as close as they 
got the rest of  the way. 

The Jaguars then went 
on their own 7-0 spurt mo-
ments later to seize the mo-
mentum back. 

Marcus Tomashek fin-
ished with a game-high 26 
points and had six 3s. 

“When we saw North 
come out in a zone, we 

knew we’d get open 3s,” 
Tomashek said. “It was 
their choice to play a zone 
against a good shooting 
team, and they paid for it. 
I came out with confidence 
and had my shot going.”

Sectional final win
Playing at West Bend 

East High School March 12, 
Ashwaubenon beat Nicolet, 
92-71.

Tomashek poured in a 
game-high 46 points on 12 
made field goals and 20 free 
throws. 

Imig added 13 points, 
while Kirst chipped in 11. 

The Jaguars led 39-18 at 
the break. 

State tournament 
After reseeding the four 

state teams – Ashwaube-
non, La Crosse Central, 

Pewaukee and Westosha 
Central – the Jaguars 
earned the No. 4 seed and 
play No. 1 Pewaukee in the 
state semifinals at 1:35 p.m. 
Friday, March 18, at the 
Kohl Center in Madison. 

No. 2 La Crosse Central 
and No. 3 Westosha Central 
play in the other semifinal 
game later Friday. 

The winners play for the 
state title at 6:35 p.m. Satur-

day, March 19. 
“We’re excited to be play-

ing in Madison,” Coach 
Tomashek said in a Zoom 
call with Wisconsin media 
March 13. “It was our goal 
before the season, and now 
we’re going. We started this 
journey when the kids were 
four years old. It’s a blast 
having all these kids on 
the team. We have a great 
bond.” 

Coach Tomashek said the 
Fox River Classic Confer-
ence schedule prepared his 
team to play in big games. 

“We’re battle-tested,” 
he said. “We’ve played in 
front of  big crowds and 
held our own in most of  
those games. When you 
play Division 1 schools like 
Bay Port, De Pere and She-
boygan North, and a tough 
Division 2 school in Notre 
Dame (Academy), it pre-
pares you. I thought maybe 
we’d get the No. 3 seed (at 
state) because of  our tough 
schedule, but the computer 
rankings didn’t feel the 
same way.”

The Jaguars swept Bay 
Port and split with De Pere, 
North and Notre Dame this 
season.

Ashwaubenon’s first op-
ponent at state, Pewaukee, 
has some familiar faces to 
Coach Tomashek.

“There’s lots of  stu� go-
ing on with Pewaukee,” 
he said. “My son (Marcus 
Tomashek) and Matt Imig 
have played on the same 
AAU (Amateur Athletic 
Union) team as (Pewau-
kee’s) Ashton (Janowski) 
and Josh Terrian for four 
years. They’re great friends 
and hang out lots. It’s a 
unique relationship and 
crazy how it’s all come to-
gether. We have a tough 
task ahead of  us.” 

Ashwaubenon boys’ basketball player Marcus Tomashek, with ball, scored 26 points in the Jaguars’ 68-58 victory March 10 
against Oshkosh North. The Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association Division 2 sectional semifinal game was played at 
Green Bay Southwest High School.  Rich Palzewic Photo 

De Pere loses to Kettle Moraine in state semifinals 

Former Preble star 
going dancing

De Pere’s Jorgensen to 
participate in 3-Point Challenge

BY RICH PALZEWIC
SPORTS EDITOR

ASHWAUBENON – Things 
couldn’t have started much 
worse for the De Pere girls’ 
basketball team in its first trip 
to the Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association State 
Tournament since 2017.

The Redbirds fell behind 
13-0 to Kettle Moraine and 

could never recover in a 66-
47 loss March 11 at the Resch 
Center in Ashwaubenon. 

The Redbirds (24-5) finally 
scored at the 10:11 mark of  
the first half  on a McKenna 
Ciesielczyk 10-footer in the 
lane. 

De Pere then scored five 
more quick points to make 
it 13-7 halfway through the 
half. 

The Redbirds stayed close 
the rest of  the half, trailing 
28-23 at the break. 

Butler University commit 
Jordan Meulemans had nine 
first-half  points for De Pere, 
while Ciesielczyk added 
seven. 

The Redbirds didn’t help 
their cause by committing 
11 turnovers in the first 18 
minutes of  action, which led 

to 10 Kettle Moraine points. 
“We had a slow start,” De 

Pere Head Coach Jeremy 
Boileau said. “We dug our-
selves an early hole, but I’m 
proud of the girls for fighting 
back and making it a game.”

During the 13-0 deficit to 
start the game, the Redbirds 
had seven missed shots and 
committed six turnovers. 

De Pere’s Avery Bierowski, with ball, tries to split a pair of Kettle Moraine defenders March 11 at the Resch Center in Ashwaubenon. 
The Redbirds lost the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association Division 1 state semifinal game, 66-47.  Josh Staloch Photo

BY RICH PALZEWIC
SPORTS EDITOR

GREEN BAY – Carley 
Du�ney, a 2021 Green Bay 
Preble graduate and a 
women’s basketball player 
for the University of South 
Dakota (USD), is heading 
to the NCAA Division I Na-
tional Tournament after the 
Coyotes won the Summit 
League Tournament March 
8 against South Dakota 
State University (SDSU). 

USD held SDSU to less 
than 25% shooting from the 
field in the 56-45 victory. 

It was the third con-
secutive Summit League 
Tournament title for the 

Carley Duffney

DE PERE – The Wiscon-
sin Interscholastic Athlet-
ic Association announced 
the participants for the 
3-Point Challenge as part 
of  the 2022 Boys’ Basket-
ball State Tournament 
this weekend at the Kohl 
Center in Madison. 

De Pere senior Jack 
Jorgensen has the highest 
percentage among the 10 
participants at 51.5% (53-
of-103). 

Jack JorgensenSee JORGENSEN page 23

See DUFFNEY page 23

See BASKETBALL page 23
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WEEK IN REVIEW
De Pere boys fall one game short of state tournament 

BY MURRAY GLEFFE
CORRESPONDENT

DE PERE – The De Pere 
boys’ basketball team saw 
its season fall one game 
short of  a trip to the Wis-
consin Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association (WIAA)  
Division 1 State Tourna-
ment. 

Sectional final loss
The Redbirds (25-3) lost a 

74-70 game to Menomonee 
Falls in a sectional final 
game March 12 at Hartford 
Union High School.

Stats were not available 
online. 

Sectional  
semifinal win

Both teams entered the 
game with identical records 
and a state ranking.

Something had to give.
Led by John Kinziger’s 

35 and Will Hornseth’s 21 
points, De Pere defeated 
Homestead 87-77 in a WIAA 
Division 1 sectional semifi-
nal game March 10 at Mani-
towoc Lincoln High School.

“It was a great win for 
us tonight,” De Pere Head 
Coach Brian Winchester 
said. “We went with some 
high ball screens, and John-
ny (Kinziger) made some 
great plays, especially in 
the second half.”

Tim Franks led Home-

stead with 34 points in defeat.
Gabe Herman ripped a 

long ball to give the Red-
birds an early 11-5 lead.

With about eight minutes 
left in the first half, Horns-
eth got the crowd involved 
with a rim-rattling dunk for 
a 21-14 lead.

De Pere eventually took a 
40-31 lead into intermission.

The Highlanders (24-3) 
scored the first two bas-
kets of  the second half  to 
trim the lead to 40-36, but 
the Redbirds took o� from 
there.

After Kinziger converted 
on an old-fashioned three-
point play, the Redbirds 
built a double-digit lead, 48-
38, with 15 minutes remain-
ing. 

Homestead’s o�ense kept 
clicking, but its defense 
couldn’t keep up.

Both Kinziger brothers, 
John and Zach, and Horns-
eth had little resistance in 
converting multiple layups, 
as De Pere took a 70-58 lead 
with five minutes left.

Down the stretch, the 
Highlanders were forced to 
foul after scoring on their 
o�ensive end.

The Redbirds canned 
8-of-10 free throws in the fi-
nal minutes. 

Editor’s note: Sports 
Editor Rich Palzewic con-
tributed to this story. 

Led by John Kinziger’s 35 points, the De Pere boys’ basketball team defeated Homestead 87-77 in a Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association Division 1 sectional semifinal game March 10 at Manitowoc Lincoln High School.  Murray Gleffe Photo 

Game-winner from Spethmann in 
overtime carries St. Norbert to win

Musings with Rich:  
It was good to be back
BY RICH PALZEWIC
SPORTS EDITOR

ASHWAUBENON – It 
was good to be back at 
the Resch Center in Ash-
waubenon last weekend. 

Nearly two years to the 
date, the 2022 Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association Girls’ Bas-
ketball State Tournament 
was back at its home. 

Last season, the Resch 
didn’t host the state tour-
nament because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

In 2020, only four of  the 
state games were played 
– the other 11 were can-
celed. 

I was one of  the few peo-
ple who attended the state 
tournament that year – I 
was covering Crandon for 
another newspaper in the 
Multi Media Channel fam-
ily.

It was a Thursday night, 
and after the game, I heard 
mumblings about the pos-
sibility of  the remainder 
of  the tournament being 
canceled. 

I didn’t think it was a 
possibility they’d cancel 
the other games, especial-
ly since they had already 
played semifinal games in 
Division 4 and 5 – sadly, I 
was wrong. 

Selfishly, I was most up-
set for the Bay Port girls’ 
team. 

Days before the state 
tournament, I went to one 
of  their practices and did 
a state video with them, 
introducing the players 

and coaches. 
A few days later, they 

weren’t able to defend 
their 2019 Division 1 state 
title. 

What a difference two 
years make. 

Back were the loud 
crowds and exciting play. 

Notre Dame Academy 
got the job done for the 
second straight season in 
Division 2, while Kettle 
Moraine (1), Waupun (3), 
Mineral Point (4) and Ran-
dolph (5) also took home 
state titles. 

De Pere also made an 
appearance in Division 1, 
so that was fun to witness, 
too. 

With the girls’ state 
tournament being at the 
Resch since 2013, it’s 
found a home – a home I 
hope is here to stay. 

Let’s hope the COVID-19 
pandemic is a thing of  the 
past and we never have to 
deal with that again. 

Rich
Palzewic

BY MURRAY GLEFFE
CORRESPONDENT

ASHWAUBENON – Mi-
chael Spethmann scored 56 
seconds into overtime to lift 
the No. 6-ranked St. Norbert 
College men’s hockey team 
to a 4-3 win over St. Olaf  
College in a National Col-
legiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) first-round game 
March 12 at the Cornerstone 
Community Ice Center in 
Ashwaubenon. 

“The improbable run St. 
Olaf was on was probable,” 
St. Norbert Head Coach Tim 
Coghlin said. “They stuck to 
their game plan. It took ev-
erything we had in the tank 
to come back and find a way 
to win in overtime.”

Peter Bates whizzed a 
pass to Spethmann in the 
opening minute of overtime 
for the game-winner.

With the victory, the 
Green Knights advanced to 
take on Augsburg University 
March 19 in a quarterfinal 
matchup for the right to go 
to the NCAA Division III 
Frozen Four in Lake Placid, 
New York. 

St. Norbert was fortunate 
to be playing in the extra ses-
sion after trailing 3-1 with 
about 16 minutes remaining 
in the game.

Liam Fraser and Brendan 
Mark each scored for the 
Green Knights to even the 
game in the third period, set-
ting up the dramatic finish.

St. Norbert outshot St. 
Olaf, 51-26.

Colby Entz made 23 saves 
in net for St. Norbert, while 
Lukas Haugen stopped 47 
shots for the Oles.

St. Olaf, which came into 
the contest as the only sub 

.500 team to ever make the 
NCAA Division III tourna-
ment, didn’t look like an un-
derdog to start.

The Oles (11-15-3 overall) 
scored 65 seconds into the 
game when Tyler Cooper 
found the upper right corner 
of the net for a 1-0 lead. 

With a little more than 
eight minutes remaining in 
the first, St. Olaf tallied a 
second goal by Parker Casey. 

The Green Knights (24-6) 
got on the board minutes 
later.

Ian Famulak flipped a 
puck into the St. Olaf zone, 
and it took a funny bounce 
o� the boards.

Haugen reacted to his 
left, but St. Norbert’s Evan 
Cholak quickly corralled the 
puck and found the open net 
to bring St. Norbert to with-
in 2-1 after the first period.

The Oles took a 3-1 lead 
after Matthew Pointer sent 
a pass to a cutting Jonathan 
Young, who easily lit the 
lamp.

Fraser brought the Green 
Knights to within 3-2 with 
15:46 remaining. 

The goal was set up by 
Bates, who flew down the ice 
and sent a shot on goal that 
Fraser jammed into the back 
of the net seconds later.

In the ensuing minutes, 
the Oles took three penalties. 

The final one cost them 
their lead.

With about seven minutes 
left, St. Olaf got caught with 
too many players on the ice.

After the center faceo�, 
St. Norbert’s Brendan Aird 
found Mark, who buried the 
power-play goal to even the 
score at 3-3.

Michael Spethmann scored 56 seconds into overtime to lift the St. Norbert College men’s hockey team to a 4-3 win over St. 
Olaf College in a National Collegiate Athletic Association first-round game March 12 at the Cornerstone Community Ice Center 
in Ashwaubenon.  Murray Gleffe Photo 

www.GoPressTimes.com
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BY VICTORIA WITTENBROCK 
INTERN

ASHWAUBENON – The 
Green Bay Rockers are all 
in with its new ‘rock’ theme.

The Northwoods League 
team unveiled its new uni-
forms and mascot March 
9 at Capital Credit Union 
Park.

Among those in atten-
dance were loyal fans and 
season ticket holders, all 
eager to show their support 
for the franchise and the lo-
cal community.

This is the second re-
branding the team has un-
dergone, the first being the 
transition from the Green 
Bay Bullfrogs to the Booyah 
in 2019. 

Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager John Fanta 
said the Rockers philoso-
phy is that “Music is an 
important part of  the expe-
rience.”

“When the gates open, 
the show’s gonna start,” 
Fanta said.

The mascot
The hype leading up to 

the mascot unveiling fea-
tured a video highlighting 
the feet of  the team’s new 
mascot traipsing all around 
the City of  Green Bay, with 
stops at Lambeau Field, the 
Resch Center and finally, 

out from behind the cur-
tains, he emerged – Rhodie.

For those unfamiliar 
with the entertainment in-
dustry, the road crew, or 
roadies, are support per-
sonnel who travel with a 
band on tour.

Director of  Partnerships 
Brian Kuklinski said Rho-
die always wanted to be a 
performer but ended up 
getting stuck as a roadie – 
until now.

Kuklinski said at each 
Rockers home game, Rho-
die will have an opportu-
nity to take the stage and 

entertain the crowd, while 
living out his dream.

Uniforms
In addition, the team un-

veiled its 2022 uniforms.
The home jersey and 

pants feature royal blue 
pinstripes, while the road 
uniforms incorporate a 
royal blue jersey and gray 
pants with a royal stripe.

An alternate jersey, de-
signed by Rockers graphic 
designer Alyssa Halverson, 
features a guitar with base-
ball laces around the left 
shoulder. 

The guitar neck extends 
down the left pant leg, act-
ing as the stripe for the 
pants.

The team said players 
will wear both the pin-
stripes and alternate jerseys 
throughout the summer.

Bat dog
The newest member of  

the team, Luke, also made 
his debut March 9.

Luke, a chocolate lab 
puppy, is being trained by 
Lindsay Johnson of  Miller 
Heights K9 Academy in 
Green Bay to take on the 

role of  bat dog this year. 
He’ll be close to six 

months old by the time 
Opening Day arrives and 
will be in charge of  grab-
bing each Rockers player’s 
bat after they complete 
their at-bat.

Roster additions
The team also announced 

five new roster additions 
March 11.

• OF Marcos Castillo, 
Coppin State

• RHP Rashad Ru�, Cop-
pin State

• RHP Giovani Canales, 
Coppin State

• IF/C Nainoa Cardinez, 
University of  Hawaii

• OF/P Keaton Anthony, 
University of  Iowa

“These five players pro-
vide a great base to go along 
with the four returning 
guys,” Rockers field man-
ager Chris Krepline said. 
“The pitchers are power 
arms sitting in the low to 
mid-90s, a couple of  dynam-
ic hitters and a former Con-
ference Player of  the Year.”

The Rockers season is 
scheduled to begin May 30 
against Wisconsin Rapids.

Getting to know your Green Bay Glory: McKayla Kertscher
BY VICTORIA WITTENBROCK
INTERN

GREEN BAY – McKayla 
Kertscher is a member of  
the Green Bay Glory wom-
en’s soccer team, first join-
ing the squad during its in-
augural 2019 season.

Kertscher, a Sheboygan 
native, said her favorite 
memory of  being on the 
team is engaging with the 
fans and community of  
Green Bay at games. 

“It’s cool to have that 
much support at games,” 
she said. “From a behind-
the-scene perspective – 
which is where I was during 
the 2021 season due to injury 
– it’s cool talking with the 
fans during games, scouting 
out halftime entertainment 
and seeing the community 
enjoy our team.”

Kertscher said she’s 
learned lots from her team-
mates over the years, but 
the most important lesson 
Glory has taught her is to 
love the game. 

“There are women on 
our team who have children 
and others with full-time 
jobs,” she said. “We’re all at 
di�erent stages in our lives 
but come together at Glory 
for the love of  the game.” 

Around the age of  six, 
Kertscher started play-
ing soccer, but she said it 

wasn’t love at first sight. 
“I didn’t like soccer at 

first because the jerseys 
were way too big,” she said. 

In addition to her role on 
the Glory, Kertscher also 
holds a starting spot on her 
college team at the Univer-
sity of  Wisconsin-Green 
Bay (UWGB). 

Kertscher said Division 
I collegiate soccer can be 
very di�erent from playing 
in the USL (United Soccer 
League) W-League. 

“Glory is a short season 
played over the summer 
months, so as a team, we 
need to gel and adapt to 
each other quickly, where-
as, in college, the team 
spends lots of  time togeth-
er,” she said. “Regarding 
the style of  play, the Hori-
zon League is known for 
being highly physical and 
competitive, but the USL 
W-League is a conglomera-
tion of  girls from colleges in 
the Big Ten, Big East, SEC 
(Southeastern Conference) 
or other large conferences, 
which brings an increased 
level of  athleticism and in-
creases the speed of  play.”

At UWGB, Kertscher is 
studying elementary edu-
cation (graduating in the 
spring of  2022) and then 
will begin her master’s in 
Applied Leadership for 

Teaching and Learning. 
Kertscher said she aspires 

to become an elementary 
school teacher but is also 
keeping her options open for 
other career opportunities to 
work with the youth. 

Although being a full-time 
collegiate student-athlete 
and playing for the Glory is a 
commitment, Kertscher said 
she likes to take advantage 
of  her free time. 

“In my free time, I like 
to hang out with my family 
and friends and sneak in a 
quick nap once in a while,” 
she said. 

Over the years, Kertscher 
has accumulated several 
soccer role models, but 
currently, Lauren Holiday 
– formerly Cheney – is her 
favorite. 

“She doesn’t play pro-
fessionally anymore, but 
I’m inspired by her good 
character through all she’s 
endured through life,” 
Kertscher said. 

Kertscher has some good 
advice for young athletes 
who hope to someday be-
come superstars. 

“Don’t get caught up in 
your performance and all 
of  the accolades,” she said. 
“Just play the sport be-
cause you love it and trust 
that your hard work will 
take you far.” 

McKayla Kertscher is a member of the Green Bay Glory and University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
women’s soccer teams. Kertscher is a Sheboygan native.  UW-Green Bay Athletics Photo 

Green Bay Rockers unveil new mascot, furry teammate

The new Rockers mascot, Rhodie. 
 Victoria Wittenbrock Photos

The Green Bay Rockers Baseball Club unveiled its new uniforms for the upcoming season. 

The new bat dog, Luke. 






