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Brett LaBore
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It’s Axe week. And
with that comes a ri-
valry game between
the Lakeland Thun-
derbirds and the
Rhinelander Hodags. 

“This is a great ri-
valry game. Many of
our players play other
sports and whether
it’s in football or other
sports, they have com-
peted against each
other for the majority
of their lives,” coach
Dan Barutha said.
“Our kids know their
kids and vise-versa.
When they’re the clos-
est community to ours
and in the same con-
ference, it is very
clear this is a ri-
valry game. The
Northwoods Axe is at
stake and our guys
are excited.”

It’s the third
straight year that
Lakeland will travel
down to Rhinelander
for the game. The
teams were set to
meet last year in
Minocqua, but a
COVID-19 outbreak
on Lakeland cancelled

last year’s game.
“It’s quite unique

that we’re playing
them for the third
straight time down in
Rhinelander. Last
year’s regular season
game was cancelled
because of COVID and
then they had the
higher playoff seed in
our region, so that’s
why we traveled back
there,” Barutha said.
“They have a good at-
mosphere at their
games and our fans
travel well because of
the close proximity of
the contest so it will
be a great environ-
ment for a high school
football game.”

Now back to their
regular season rota-
tion, the Hodags come
into the game 2-0.
They beat Tomahawk
32-0 on the road in
their opener on Aug.
20 and then defeated
Milwaukee Riverside
50-22 in Rhinelander
on Aug. 27.

The Hodags are
headlined by their two
running backs Cayden
Neri and Caleb Ol-
cikas. 

Neri rushed 11 times
for 234 yards and five
touchdowns against
Milwaukee Riverside.
That’s an average of
21.3 yards per carry. 

“For our defense,

we need to align prop-
erly to their forma-
tions first and
foremost. You cannot
stop or limit anyone if
you don’t align cor-
rectly,” Barutha said.

“The second thing is
for our guys to exe-
cute their job
exactly the way it’s
been coached through-
out practice this week
and the beginning of

the season already.”
Olcikas ran it four

times for 60 yards. He
also added in two
catches for 24 yards
and two touchdowns.
Together, Olicikas
and Neri combined for
seven touchdowns
against Milwaukee
Riverside. 

On the season, Neri
has gained 306 yards
and six touchdowns
while Olcikas has
gained 120 yards and
two touchdowns. 

“Both players are
dynamic and are
going to get yards on
us,” Barutha said.
“The most important
stat though is to keep
them both out of the
end zone. We need to
read our keys, attack
and maximize our
pursuit to the ball.”

There’s a new quar-
terback in
Rhinelander. Jacksen
Smith is running the
offense and he’s been
efficient thus far. He’s
completed 10/13
passes for 205 yards
and three touchdowns
with no interceptions.
He’s completed 76.9%
of his passes with a
rating of 157.9.

“Their new quarter-
back throws the ball
well, especially off of

Gunner Dunbar walks it off to conclude 60th season
Brett LaBore

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The 60th snowshoe base-
ball season ended with some
fun on Monday night.
Newswatch 12 came to
town and together with the
Snowhawks, the two teams
mixed it up for a game that
came down to one swing.

Team Weller defeated
Team Betti 10-9 in eight in-
nings on a walk-off home
run by Gunner Dunbar.

“I thought it was an awe-
some game,” player-coach
Jeff Smith said. “After (I
wrote the lineups), I looked
at the two teams and said to
myself, ‘I think I’ve got one
lopsided’. As it turned out, it
was perfect.”

Just a seven-inning game,
it ended up going eight in-
nings when it was all tied up
at 9-9 after the seventh in-
ning.

“We wanted to play seven
innings, these games last
longer anyway and it ended
up going eight,” Smith said.
“Couldn’t ask for anything
better than that.” 

Up 3-1 in the second,
Derek Young hit an inside-
the-park homer to deep left
that rolled all the way to the
wall. That put Team Betti up
4-1.

Team Weller had their big
inning in the third. Liz Tay-
lor reached base on a
dropped ball. Then, Adam

Magdiak hit an RBI double
to give Team Weller a 5-4
lead. Geoff Weller also con-

tributed an RBI to center. 
Now, Team Weller led 6-4

after three innings in front

of a large crowd for the last
game.

“That’s the biggest last-
game-of-the-season crowd
we’ve ever had,” Smith said.
“People walked away happy
and that’s a building block
for the next year.” 

Ryan Schowalter pro-
vided the power in the next
half inning. He hit an inside-
the-park home run to deep
left center to get one run
back. It was a 6-5 ballgame
now.

Team Betti tied the game
up at 6-6 in the top of the
fifth. Rachel Eyler and Nate
Meihak both reached on sin-
gles. Then, a run scored off
the bat of Todd Niemuth. It
was a 6-6 game now.

Three runs came to score
from Team Weller in the
bottom half of inning num-
ber five. Donny Moore
tripled home two runs and
then he tried to score him-
self. He was called out at
home plate and settled for
the triple. Team Weller led
9-6.

Team Betti had a fight in
them in the top of the sev-
enth, the last inning. Dave
Nance, Young and Cole
Punches got hits. Justin Betti
scored a run with a hit, as
did Meihak. All of a sudden,
the game was tied at 9-9.

“They got into a situation
where they got guys on
base and Newswatch 12 hit

the ball around,” Smith said.
“One hit after another. That
was a great inning and that
was when the crowd really
started getting into it. When
that happened, I knew it
was going to be a barn
burner at the end.”

It came down to the bot-
tom of the eighth. Left-
handed hitting Dunbar came
to the plate as the leadoff
batter for Team Weller. He
smoked one to right field
and ended the game and
season with a walk-off
home run. 

“I’m glad it happened to
him. That was an awesome
shot, no doubt about that,”
Smith said. “That put the
game away quick.” 

The home run ended a
great 60th snowshoe base-
ball season.

“It’s been a great season,”
Smith said. We had a lot of
dry weather which set up
the field normally really
well. We had a good nucleus
on the team. (From the)
girls in the press box and
announcers, we just have a
lot of fun. The way the team
battled back, this is a year
to remember. After a year
of being cancelled, I
couldn’t be happier with
how this unfolded.”

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lakeland-
times.com or sports@lake-
landtimes.com.
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Kevin Craft dives to tag out Brent Cella in the season finale on
Monday, Aug. 30 at Snowshoe Park in Lake Tomahawk. 

BRETT LABORE/LAKELAND TIMES

Max Masayesva returns an interception for a touchdown with help from Jerry Goselin
(13) against Tomahawk on Friday, Aug. 27 at Hatchet Field in Tomahawk. 

Axe week
Lakeland football plays at 

Rhinelander tonight at 7 p.m

See Football. . . 
page 32
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play action. He hit a vertical shot
against Tomahawk in week one
and he’s a smart and confident
player that is critical to their of-
fensive success,” Barutha said.

Against Milwaukee Riverside,
Smith competed a perfect 3/3
passes for 31 yards and two
scores.

“What (Jacksen’s) role is
weekly in the game plan, he per-
forms to that level and maxi-
mizes their efficiency on
offense,” Barutha said.

Defensively, two players the
Thunderbirds will be wary of are
Chad Hunt and Cole Lehman.
Hunt leads the team with 11 total
tackles and four tackles for a
loss. 

“Both those players are strong
players and yes, we’re definitely
aware of them. It is important
we understand from a personnel
standpoint who we’re playing
against and their strengths,”
Barutha said. “From there, we
want to figure out ways to at-
tack the defense that does not
tailor to their strong suits.”

Lehman is second with 10 total
tackles and three tackles for a
loss. He also has a fumble recov-
ery, two forced fumbles and one
interception.

“They have a very good de-
fense and it’ll be a great chal-
lenge for our offense to see how
well they answer the call,”
Barutha said.

It’s been three years since the
Thunderbirds claimed the North-
woods Axe. The Thunderbirds
will look to take it back and start

1-0 in conference.
The Thunderbird defense al-

lowed just one score to Toma-
hawk and forced three
turnovers, including a pick-six.
They will look for more of the
same tonight.

Rocky Wagoner scored two
touchdowns against Tomahawk.
That’ll be a recipe for success
against the Hodags as is getting
quarterback Brayden Wiczek
going. 

Lakeland and Rhinelander play
the Northwoods Axe Game
tonight at Mike Webster Stadium
in Rhinelander starting at 7 p.m.

Due to an earlier press time,
coverage of this game will be in
the Friday, Sept. 10 edition of
The Times. 

Brett LaBore may be reached
at brett@lakelandtimes.com or
sports@lakelandtimes.com.

T-Bird
boys’ soccer

rolls by
Antigo

Brett LaBore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Ever since an opening tie with
Three Lakes, the Lakeland boys’ soc-
cer team has been rolling. That con-
tinued with a big win over Antigo
Tuesday night. 

The Thunderbirds defeated the
Red Robins 9-0.

“The instructions were basically
see how well we can establish our
own game,” coach Ihor
Myshchyshyn said. “So the emphasis
was trying to play short, long passes,
movement of the ball up and down
the lines… dropping the ball down to
the defense to keep up our heads up
to see the passing lanes. Stick with
our game basically.”

Yaroslav Myshchyshyn got the
scoring started for Lakeland with a
touch-in goal at 5:21. Bo Peterson
crossed the ball in for the assist. 

For his second goal, Yaroslav
Myshchyshyn dribbled the ball him-
self and scored unassisted at the
13:35 mark.

Abe Evenhouse scored his second
goal of the season at 20:07. Ashton
Anderson crossed the ball in from
the right and Evenhouse shot it in.
Lakeland quickly led 3-0.

“We like (Abe’s) physicality on
top. Due to his presence, he main-
tains his positions, he doesn’t get
pushed off,” coach Myshchyshyn
said. “Nice to have him coming off as
a starter or coming off the bench and
sub in and give someone a break
(and put) pressure at the net.”

At 28:34, Leo Rotar crossed the
ball from the right that hit the cross-
bar. Yaroslav Myshchyshyn was
there to touch it in for the hat trick.

“What worked well for (Yaroslav)
was basically the team performed so
well,” coach Myshchyshyn said. “I
think what was nice in the game was
the ability of our team to use our left
and right midfielders to go up to-
wards the flag and send the ball in.”

The scoring barrage continued in
the first half when Dominic Gironella
scored his first career goal. Grady
Sloan passed it to Gironella who took
two touches and shot it in. Lakeland
led 5-0 at the 33rd minute.

“Tremendously exciting for (Do-
minic),” coach Myshchyshyn said.
“Now that that’s in, he’ll just feel a lot
more that he belongs there as you al-
ways wonder when you come into
high school as a younger aged
player.”

Chandler Savel got in the scoring
column with an unassisted goal at
33:27. 

Before the half ended, Yaroslav
Myshchyshyn scored an unassisted
goal at 36:25. He took it right to the
goal and scored.

The Thunderbirds led 7-0 at the
break.

“I think after the fifth minute we
got on a roll and we were feeling it,”
coach Myshchyshyn said. “It was
flowing. It was fun to see.”

Sloan scored Lakeland’s eighth
goal at the 62nd minute with the as-
sist going to Yaroslav Myshchyshyn.
Sloan shot it from the 10-yard line.

At 68:28, Sloan scored yet again
with the assist to DJ Ratajczyk. Rata-
jczyk made a pass at the 10-yard line
that Sloan shot in.

The Thunderbirds played Medford
on Thursday. Coverage of that game
will be in the Tuesday, Sept. 7 edition
of The Times. 

Up next, Lakeland plays at non-
conference Wausau Newman on
Tuesday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m.

Brett LaBore may be reached at
brett@lakelandtimes.com or
sports@lakelandtimes.com.

Lakeland volleyball finishes 
quad with win over Auburndale

Brett LaBore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The Lakeland volley-
ball team returned to the
court to play a quad at
Wausau West on Tues-
day. There, they won a
number of sets and fin-
ished with some of their
best volleyball.

The Thunderbirds fell
2-1 (25-11, 27-29, 14-25)
to Wausau West, lost 2-1
(20-25, 21-25, 25-14) to
Marathon and beat
Auburndale 2-1 (16-25,
25-13, 25-11).

All three games were
non-conference matches. 

Wausau West
Meg Pfannerstill led

the way with nine kills,
followed by six from
Callie Ullius. Megan
Haggart led the team
with 13 assists while
Brooklyn Pesava totaled
four. Haggart also had
the most service aces
with three.

On defense, Pfanner-
still led the team with 11
digs. Ullius added in nine
digs while Samantha
Barton and Lily Fortier
added in six digs. 

“We came out ready
to play. The girls played
great offensively and
defensively versus
West,” coach Jenny
Quade said. “It might be
a loss, but I consider it a
win for us as a team to
pull together like we
did.”

Marathon
In set three, the Thun-

derbirds had a wire-to-
wire win, never letting
Marathon take the lead.
Early on Ullius had two
aces. Haggart also had
an ace herself.

Katherine Tiffany
took advantage of a free
ball and powered it
down for a kill, forcing
Marathon to take a time-
out. Lakeland led 7-1 in
set three.

Two of Ullius’ six kills
against Marathon came
in back-to-back plays.
Haggart got the assist
on both of them with
digs by Pfannerstill and
Pesava.

“Marathon was every-
where. They dug up

everything and made it
hard for us to score,”
Quade said. “I thought
we played hard to the
end and that’s what I
ask of them.”

Up 21-12, Barton
passed it to Haggart
who set up Pfannerstill
for the kill. Pfannerstill
also ended the set with a
kill, one of 10 in the
match.

Haggart led the team
with 13 assists and 15
digs. Tiffany finished
second with seven kills. 

Auburndale
The Thunderbirds

ended the day with
back-to-back victories in
sets two and three.

“Something we have
been working on as a
team is pulling ourselves
together for a full
game,” Quade said. “We
have shown glimmers of
our strengths and our
weaknesses and have
not been able to over-
come the weaknesses
once we get down.”

Auburndale led 1-0
early in set number two.
Lakeland tied it up and
after that, led the rest of
the way.

Barton’s dig led to
three separate points
early on. One dig led to
a Pesava set to Tiffany
for the kill. Auburndale
took a timeout as Lake-

land led 9-4.
Ullius put her stamp

on the game with a kill
and an ace to put the
Thunderbirds up 17-11. 

The Thunderbirds
ended set two on an 8-2
run. A Ullius-Haggart-
Pfannerstill connection
scored a point late in the
set.

“Our focus this year
has been consistency
with our serve receive.
Trying to have the same
girls back there and cre-
ating less confusion so
we are able to get the
ball to our setters more
to be able to set up our
hitters,” Quade said. “So
far it is working out
great. We have three
setters this year and it
has been awesome to
see the flexibility it is
giving us.”

A 6-0 run in set three
gave the Thunderbirds
the spark they needed to
come out with a win.
Within that run, Pfan-
nerstill powered down a
free ball for a kill and
Haggart got an ace. 

Hannah Bridgwater
got an assist on a set to
Pfannerstill for a kill.
Pfannerstill led the team
with 11 kills. 

“It was great to see
the girls not give up
after that first game and
come back to play their
hardest of the night for

the last two sets,” Quade
said. “I am hopeful that
it is a mindset change.”

Up 11-7, the Thunder-
birds went on a 10-0 run
highlight by the serving
of Barton. After an
Auburndale timeout,
Barton recorded three
straight aces. Lakeland
led 21-7.

“Samantha is a consis-
tent server. She is smart
and is able to read the
receivers and strategi-
cally place her serves to
make it difficult to re-
ceive,” Quade said. “She
did just that this game
and made it difficult for
them to get the ball back
over the net.”

Ullius led the team
with 11 digs. Haggart
finished with eight as-
sists, a team high and
Barton led the way with
five aces.

Lakeland opened con-
ference play Thursday
in Rhinelander. Cover-
age of that game will be
in the Tuesday, Sept. 7
edition of The Times.

Up next, the Thunder-
birds play their first
home game against
Tomahawk on Tuesday,
Sept. 7. The match starts
at 7 p.m.

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lake-
landtimes.com or
sports@lakelandtimes.
com.
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Callie Ullius attacks the ball against the blocking of Auburndale’s Nicole Marth (2) and Bri-
anna Weiler (4) on Tuesday, Aug. 31 at Wausau West.

Football 
From page 31
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Thunderbirds sweep Ironwood
Brett LaBore

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Non-conference Iron-
wood (Mich.) presented
the Lakeland girls’ ten-
nis team with their next
challenge. The Thunder-
birds ended up cruising
to victory.

The Thunderbirds won
the match 7-0, their first
sweep of the season
Monday afternoon in
Minocqua.

“We have a lot of girls
with experience and we
do a good job cheering
each other on and keep-
ing a positive attitude,”
junior Maria Gironella
said.

At No. 1 singles, Maria
Gironella defeated Zaida
Lagalo 6-2, 6-2. It was
her second time playing
this opponent in her ca-
reer.

“It also gives me some
confidence considering
that I beat her last sea-
son, but you’re also just
more familiar with how
they play,” Gironella
said.

When it comes to
strategy on the court,
Gironella keeps it simple. 

“I just try to keep the
ball in the court, not
trying to do too much,”
Gironella said. “Just try-
ing to keep it back and
force them to make the
mistake.”

Katie McMahon
picked up her first win
of the season in three
sets. Playing again at
No. 2 singles, she de-
feated Anneka Ander-
son 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. It was
the last match to finish
up on the day. 

McMahon had a big

volley at the net for a
point. In set three, she
landed a groundstroke
in the back of the court
for a point.

Sarah Barton de-
feated Zayla Aili 6-0, 6-1
at No. 3 singles. Barton
had a number of big
serves that led to
points.

Sophia Myshchyshyn
was the first to finish at
No. 4 singles. She ended
up with a 6-0, 6-0 win
over Sarah Lauzon.

At No. 1 doubles, Hai-
ley Curtis/Phoebe Wirtz
won their second match
in a row. Facing adver-
sity, they were able to
fend off Leilah Ander-
son/Ella Darrow 6-2, 7-6
(4) for the win. 

“I would just say stay-
ing composed and keep-
ing it rolling,” Curtis
said. “Keep swinging at
the ball and not going in
defense mode.”

“I would agree. I
think we really started
off strong and then we
just kind of got in our
heads so we had to push
past that,” Wirtz said.

At one point in the
match, both teams were
unable to agree on what
the score was.

“It’s hard to argue
one way or another if
no one can agree,”
Wirtz said. “But we just
kind of had to go back
to a point where we
could agree on.” 

“I think it’s mostly
just like after that, once
you settle it, you can’t
let that bother you at
all,” Curtis said. “You
have to just keep play-
ing, just play the game
and don’t worry about

it.”
Team chemistry has

played a big part for the
Thunderbirds this sea-
son.

“Oh my goodness I
love our team this year.
Practices are always
fun, we’re really trying
to get better and build
that team bonding,”
Curtis said.

“I think we’re really
supportive of each other
which is really impor-
tant and we all just
want each other to do
the best that we can and
it’s a really fun team en-
vironment,” Wirtz said.

Julianna
Ouimette/Kristina
Ouimette stayed perfect
at No. 2 doubles. They
beat Faith Grewe/Lucia
Lauzon 6-1, 6-4. Julianna
Ouimette had a per-
fectly placed serve dur-
ing the match that
netted a point.

Cassidy
Cleveland/Malina
Reynolds kept up their
winning streak with a
6-1, 6-4 win over
Melissa Charles/Gloria
Kennedy at No. 3 dou-
bles. Reynolds had a
nice serve for a point. 

Lakeland returned to
conference play Thurs-
day at Pacelli. Coverage
of that match will be in
the Tuesday, Sept. 7
edition of The Times.

Up next, the Thunder-
birds (3-2) host Marsh-
field Columbus on
Thursday, Sept. 9 start-
ing at 4:30 p.m.

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lake-
landtimes.com or
sports@lakeland-
times.com.
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Katie McMahon tosses the ball in the air during her serve against Ironwood on
Monday, Aug. 30 at the Lakeland Union High School tennis courts in Minoc-
qua.

Lakeland cross country teams improve times
Brett LaBore

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The Lakeland cross country
teams ran at the Mosinee In-
vite at Nine Mile Forest in
Wausau looking to build upon
their first meet. 

The Lakeland girls placed
second out of nine teams with
75 points Tuesday evening.
Medford won with 26. The
Lakeland boys placed fourth
out of nine teams with 86
points. Medford won with 47.

“Most of the kids ran faster
than the previous race,” coach
Gordy Drewsen said.

Girls
Grace Kern finished as

Lakeland’s highest runner
once again. She finished sixth
overall with a time of 21:43.9.

Kern ran right with most of
the Medford girls. Medford
had the second, fourth, fifth
and seventh fastest runners. 

“I was hoping Grace would
be ahead of more of the Med-
ford girls,” Drewsen said.
“Grace generally gets
stronger as a season goes
along so there’s time to gain
on them.”

Kiera Rotar bounced back
from Rhinelander and ended
up as Lakeland’s second
fastest runner. She ran a
22:54.2 for 14th place.

“Kiera had a really good
race. Definitely being healthy
helped her out,” Drewsen said.

“Stella (Meza) and Kiera ran
together for most of the race.”

Stella Meza finished 16th
with her run of 22:55.7. Fellow
freshman Bobbi Lee finished
after her in 17th with a time of
23:08.6.

“Bobbi had a really good
race. She generally starts out
behind and makes her way up
as a race goes along,”
Drewsen said. “She’s a good

racer.”
“I’m very happy with our

freshman girls so far,”
Drewsen said.

A medalist her last time out,
Sylvia Meza placed 22nd over-
all with a time of 23:59.8. 

Charlotte Gyuro finished
49th with a time of 27:08.1.
Kristiana Clay finished 75th
with a time of 30:48.2. Sarah
Poisson finished 78th with a

time of 32:31.9. Maddie Saun-
ders finished 86th with a time
of 36:27.4.

Boys
Owen Clark and Ashton

Bremer finished as top five
runners. 

Clark finished as Lakeland’s
top runner and placed third
overall with a time of 17:38.5. 

“Owen had a good race. He

ran faster than last year at
this meet,” Drewsen said.

Bremer ended up fifth, not
too far off Clark’s time. Bre-
mer ran a 17:46.2.

“Ashton had a great race.
He’s doing better than I
thought he would this early in
the season,” Drewsen said.

Connor Simpson ran a top
20 time. He finished 19th over-
all with a time of 20:59.4.

“Connor could do better. He
did run a little faster than last
week. He started out too fast
and ended up slowing down
quite a bit,” Drewsen said. “He
should be under 20 minutes.
We need to work on pacing
for him.”

Zach Kline finished as Lake-
land’s fourth fastest runner.
He placed 33rd overall with a
time of 22:31.5.

James Albee finished 39th
overall and as Lakeland’s fifth
runner. He ran a time of
22:52.9.

Will Beede-Morgan placed
43rd with a time of 24:26.1. Ati
Gyuro finished 46th with a
time of 24:45.5. Alton Jackson
finished 49th with a time of
27:08.7.

Up next, the Thunderbirds
host their home meet on
Thursday, Sept. 9 at Minoc-
qua Winter Park. The meet
starts at 4:30 p.m.

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lakeland-
times.com or sports@lake-
landtimes.com.

JEREMY MAYO/RIVER NEWS

Connor Simpson runs toward the finish line, followed by Mosinee’s Kade Kmosena, during the home
stretch of the Mosinee Invite on Tuesday, Aug. 31 at Nine Mile Forest in Wausau.
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Caleb Karch tackles the ball carrier.

Gabe Karch runs around the edge on his way to a long touchdown run.

Carson Schumacher runs back a kick return. Ezra Crisco, left, celebrates with Blake Redman after Crisco scores a rushing touchdown. 

Michael Blohm reaches low to make a tackle on the ball carrier.

SEASON OPENING WIN
BRETT LABORE/LAKELAND TIMES

The Lakeland youth football team played Wisconsin Rapids in their season opener on Saturday, Aug. 28 at IncredibleBank Field in Minocqua. Lakeland won 14-8.



Brett LaBore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The Mercer Tiger vol-
leyball team got their
season started with
three invitationals. Fac-
ing tough competition
they won some, lost
some and grew along
the way.

It started Tuesday,
Aug. 24 at the Crivitz In-
vitational. The Tigers
finished second in the
tournament, losing to
the eventual champion.
Moving to Thursday,
Aug. 26, the Tigers
played in the Three
Lakes Invitational.

And then on Satur-
day, Aug. 28 at the Pren-
tice Invitational, the
Tigers ended up in a tie
for second.

“Overall, I was very

pleased with the growth
we showed this week,”
coach Robyn Schoene-
man said. “Twelve
matches in a week is
tough both physically
and mentally, but we got
better as the week went
on.”

Crivitz Invitational
The Tigers won their

pool, beating Oneida 25-
15, 25-8 as well as Flo-
rence 25-16, 25-6. This
moved them to the gold
bracket.

In the gold bracket,
the Tigers defeated
Crivitz 25-14, 25-10 be-
fore falling to
Wabeno/Laona 10-25, 19-
25. 

“We start three fresh-
men and they had to get
accustomed to varsity
play in a hurry. We are

only going to get bet-
ter,” coach Schoeneman
said.

Three Lakes 
Invitational

“This was not our best
day but we were able to
come away with a good
win over a strong Gre-
sham team,” coach
Schoeneman said. “We
grew from frustration
today.”

The Three Lakes Invi-
tational may not have
gone according to plan,
but the Tigers did pull
out a win. They beat
Gresham 25-22, 23-25, 15-
10. 

After beating Gre-
sham, the Tigers played
Three Lakes and fell 21-
25, 18-25, 11-15. They
then lost to Prentice 25-2,
20-25, 8-15.

Prentice Invitational
Mercer volleyball re-

sponded at the Prentice
Invitational. 

“We came into this
tournament ready to
go. We had a good
practice on Friday after
a disappointing day at
Three Lakes,” coach
Schoeneman said.
“Many positive things
happened today.”  

Mercer lost to Gilman
25-22, 22-25, 13-15.

Then, the Tigers
came back with a big
25-22, 22-25, 15-12 win
over Prentice. The
Tigers followed that up
with wins over Lady-
smith (25-6, 25-10) and

Flambeau (25-10, 25-13).
“We ended up in a tie

for second after beating
Prentice in a very excit-
ing match. We really
needed that win,” coach
Schoeneman said.

The Tigers once
again played Three
Lakes, falling 22-25, 10-
25.

“We stayed with
Three Lakes in the first
set but after 12 matches
in one week, we ran out
of gas,” coach Schoene-
man said.

“KD Knipp led the
way offensively, fol-
lowed by Eiley Schoene-
man and Ruya Selcuk,”
coach Schoeneman said.

“Jenny Klopatek and
Makenna Allen led us in
assists, and defensively
April Klopatek and
Adrienne Konneker re-
ally came alive in the
match against Prentice
to help us push through
on Saturday.”

Mercer volleyball
opened up Indianhead
Conference play Thurs-
day at South Shore. 

Up next, the Tigers
(7-5) play at Bayfield on
Thursday, Sept. 9. The
match starts at 7 p.m.

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lake-
landtimes.com or
sports@lakeland-
times.com.
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ATHLETICS
PREP CROSS COUNTRY

Mosinee Invite
Nine Mile Forest, Wausau

Tuesday, Aug. 31
Boys’ Team: 1, Medford 47. 2,

Rhinelander, 52. 3, Northland Pines,
66. 4, Lakeland, 86. 5, Mosinee, 114.
6, Spencer, 159. 7, Edgar. DNQ —
Antigo, Adams-Friendship.

Individuals: 1, Joey Sullivan, Med,
16:19. 2, Sam Gremban, NP, 16:58. 3,
Owen Clark, Lak, 17:38. 4, Cal Laggis,
Rhi, 17:42. 5, Ashton Bremer, Lak,
17:46.

Lakeland: 3, Clark, 17:38.5. 5, Bremer,
17:46.2. 19, Connor Simpson,
20:59.4. 33, Zach Kline, 22:31.5. 39,
James Albee, 22:52.9. 43, Will Beede-
Morgan, 24:26.1. 46, Ati Gyuro,
24:45.5. 49, Alton Jackson, 27:08.7.

Girls’ Team: 1, Medford, 26. 2, Lake-
land, 75. 3, Mosinee, 77. 4,
Rhinelander, 102. 5, Northland Pines,
119. 6, Edgar, 135. 7, Antigo, 198. 8,
Spencer, 228. DNQ — Adams-Friend-
ship.

Individuals: 1, Nora Gremban, NP,
18:56. 2, Meredith Richter, Med,
20:49. 3, Morgan Schnelle, Edg,
20:59. 4, Bryn Fronk, Med, 21:20. 5,
Jennifer Kahn, Med, 21:34.

Lakeland: 6, Grace Kern, 21:43.9. 14,
Kiera Rotar, 22:54.2. 16, Stella Meza,
22:55.7. 17, Bobbi Lee, 23:08.6. 22,
Sylvia Meza, 23:59.8. 49, Charlotte
Gyuro, 27:08.1. 75, Kristiana Clay,
30:48.2. 78, Sarah Poisson, 32:31.9.
86, Maddie Saunders, 36:27.4.

FOOTBALL
PREP FOOTBALL

Great Northern Conference Standings
as of Tuesday, Aug. 31

Team GNC Ovr
Rhinelander 0-0 2-0
Lakeland 0-0 1-1
Mosinee 0-0 1-1
Antigo 0-0 0-1
Ashland 0-0 0-2
Hayward 0-0 0-2
Medford 0-0 0-2
Merrill 0-0 0-2
Friday’s Games
Lakeland at Rhinelander, 7 p.m.
Merrill at Antigo, 7 p.m.
Ashland at Medford, 7 p.m.
Mosinee at Hayward, 7 p.m.

GOLF
PINEWOOD C.C.

Men’s League
Tuesday, Aug. 31

Low Gross
35 — Derrick Fore
37 — Bob Loether, Dave Karr
38 — Mike Fleury, George Miller, Tom

Weimersckirch, Tom Felch
39 — Jason Kral
Low Net 
29 — George Miller
30 — Mike Murray, Dave VanHam-

mond, Derrick Fore
31 — Erick Nyberg, Tom Weimer-

sckirch, Paul Johnson, Jason
Kral, Randy Delap, Bob Loether,
Ted Fifrick.

Birdies: Tom Weimersckirch (6, 8, 9),
Dave VanHammond (3, 6), Jason Kral
(1), Bob Loether (1), Erick Nyberg 92),
Rich Brossard (3), Jim Pelenychka (3),
Dan Pagel (3), Mike Murray (5), Randy
Delap (6), George Miller (6), Brian

Tesky (8).

HORSESHOES
Arbor-Vitae-Woodruff Men’s Monday

Night Horseshoe League Final
Monday, August 30

Team Standings 
Fritz’s #2 131-31
Fritz’s #1 127-35
Outback #1 109-53
PJ’s 83-79
Stingray’s #1 72-80
Outback #2 71-91
Island City Lanes 64-98
Stingray’s #2 61-101
Slo’s #1 45-117
Slo’s #2 37-124

SOCCER
PREP BOYS’ SOCCER

Great Northern Conference Standings
as of Tuesday, Aug. 31

Great Northern Overall
Team Pts.W-L-SW-SL W-L-T
Lakeland 3 1-0-0-0 4-0-1
N’land Pines 3 1-0-0-0 2-1-0
Rhinelander 3 1-0-0-0 2-1-1
Mosinee 0 0-1-0-0 3-2-0
Medford 0 0-1-0-0 2-2-1
Antigo 0 0-1-0-0 0-5-0
Tuesday’s Games
Northland Pines 4, Mosinee 3
Lakeland 9, Antigo 0
Rhinelander 1, Medford 0
Thursday’s Games
Rhinelander at Northland Pines, late
Antigo at Mosinee, late
Lakeland at Medford, late
Tuesday, Sept. 7
Amherst Co-op at Antigo (NC), 4:30

p.m.
Waupaca at Mosinee (NC), 4:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Wausau Newman (NC), 5

p.m.
Northland Pines at Eau Claire Regis

(NC), 7 p.m.

Antigo at Lakeland
Tuesday, August 31

Antigo 0 0 — 0
Lakeland 7 2 — 9
First Half: 1, Lak, Yaroslav

Myshchyshyn (Bo Peterson), 5:21. 2,
Lak, Myshchyshyn (unassisted),
13:35. 3, Lak, Abe Evenhouse (Ashton
Anderson), 20:07. 4, Lak,
Myshchyshyn (Leo Rotar), 28:34. 5,
Lak, Dominic Gironella (Grady Sloan),
32:41. 6, Lak, Chandler Savel (unas-
sisted), 33:27. 7, Lak, Myshchyshyn
(unassisted), 36:25.

Second Half: 8, Sloan (Myshchyshyn),
62:00. 9, Sloan (DJ Ratajczyk), 68:28.

TEAM STATS Ant Lak
Shots (on goal) 0 (0) 29 (21)
Fouls N/A N/A
Yellow Card 0 0
Corners 1 5

SWIMMING
PREP GIRLS’ SWIMMING
Great Northern Conference Standings

as of Tuesday, Aug. 31
Team GNC
Antigo 0-0
Colby/Abbotsford 0-0
Ladysmith/Bruce/Flambeau 0-0
Lakeland 0-0
Medford 0-0
Mosinee 0-0
Rhinelander 0-0
Tomahawk 0-0

Tuesday’s Meet
Merrill 111, Medford 59 (NC)
Thursday’s Meets
Colby/Abbotsford at Antigo, late
Mosinee at Medford, late
Lakeland at Ladysmith Co-op, late
Tomahawk at Rhinelander, late
Tuesday, Sept. 7
Rhinelander at Colby/Abbotsford, 5:30

p.m.

TENNIS
PREP GIRLS’ TENNIS

Great Northern Conference Standings
as of Tuesday, Aug. 31

Team W-L Dual Pts
Wausau Newman 3-0 15-6 30
Rhinelander 2-0 12-2 24
Antigo 1-2 12-9 24
Pacelli 2-0 9-5 18
Lakeland 1-2 8-12 16
Medford 0-3 5-16 10
Marshfield Columbus 0-1 2-5 4
Phillips 0-1 0-7 0
Monday’s Match
Lakeland 7, Ironwood, Mich. 0 (NC)
Tuesday’s Matches
Rhinelander 6, Wis. Rapids 1 (NC)
Wausau Newman 4, Antigo 3
Eau Claire Regis 7, Medford 0 (NC)
Thursday’s Matches
Rhinelander at Phillips, late
Antigo at Marshfield Columbus, late
Medford at Wausau Newman, late
Lakeland at Pacelli, late
Tuesday, Sept. 7
Rhinelander at Marshfield Columbus,

4:30 p.m.

Ironwood, Mich. at Lakeland
Monday, August 30

Lakeland 7, Ironwood, Mich. 0
Singles: 1, Maria Gironella, Lak, def.

Zaida Lagalo 6-2, 6-2. 2, Katie McMa-
hon, Lak, def. 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 3, Sarah
Barton, Lak, def. Zayla Aili 6-0, 6-1. 4,
Sophia Myshchyshyn, Lak, def. Sarah
Lauzon 6-0, 6-0.

Doubles: 1, Hailey Curtis/Phoebe Wirtz,
Lak, def. Leilah Anderson/Ella Darrow
6-2, 7-6 (4). 2, Julianna
Ouimette/Kristina Ouimette, Lak, def.
Faith Grewe/Lucia Lauzon 6-1, 6-4. 3,
Malina Reynolds/Cassidy Cleveland,
Lak, def. Melissa Charles/Gloria
Kennedy 6-1, 6-4.

VOLLEYBALL
PREP VOLLEYBALL

Great Northern Conference Standings
as of Tuesday, Aug. 31

Team GNC Ovr
Mosinee 0-0 9-1
Medford 0-0 5-5
Tomahawk 0-0 1-1
Rhinelander 0-0 3-7
Antigo 0-0 2-5
Northland Pines 0-0 0-1
Lakeland 0-0 2-8
Tuesday’s Matches
Northland Pines at Northland Pines In-

vite (NC), late
Wausau West Invite (NC)

Wausau West 2, Lakeland 1
Marathon 2, Lakeland 1
Lakeland 2, Auburndale 1

Thursday’s Matches
Lakeland at Rhinelander, late
Mosinee at Medford, late
Antigo at Tomahawk, late
Saturday’s Matches
Antigo at Marshfield Invite (NC), 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 7
Tomahawk at Lakeland, 7 p.m.
Rhinelander at Mosinee, 7 p.m.
Medford at Northland Pines, 7 p.m.

LOCAL SCOREBOARD 

Tiger volleyball grows with three invitationals

Minocqua No Frills Marathon 
and Half Marathon on September 5

The Minocqua No Frills Marathon
and Half Marathon will take place on
the Bearskin Trail beginning at the
Nokomis Park to the Bearskin Park in
Minocqua on Sunday, September 5.
The No Frills Marathon keeps it simple

and affordable because, at this
marathon, it’s all about the race. The
race accommodates those who aspire
to run their first marathon, as well as

See Marathon. . . page 36
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ORIGINAL

PARTY
TO SUMMER
GOODBYE

THE 51stANNUAL

BRING A 
LAWN CHAIR & 
JOIN THE FUN!

Whitman’s

starts at 2 p.m.

Live Music by

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th
AT WHITMAN’S IN HAZELHURST



veteran runners trying
to better their times or
qualify for the Boston
Marathon. 

ON PACE RACE will
again be on the course to
set the pace for runners’
skill and ability
level. This year, On Pace

is offering “On Pace
Space”, which is de-
signed to assist in social
distancing by starting in
smaller groups. 

Awards for the
Marathon and Half
Marathon will be: over-
all male and female first,
second and third place,
and first place marathon
relay team. There are no
age group awards for
this event. All partici-

pants receive a medal
for finishing the event.

Online registration is
$75 plus processing fees
through Friday, Sept 3,
2021 at blueravenpro-
ductions.com. Online
registration closes at
11:59 p.m. on Friday,
Sept 3 and the rate in-
creases to $90 after that.
Only those that register
online are guaranteed a
shirt.

RELAY TEAM
EVENTS: Relay Teams
of up to five members -
$160, plus processing
fees for online registra-
tion. This will increase to
$180 after the close of
on-line registration.  Spe-
cial rate for two-member
relay teams - $120.00, in-
creasing to $140 after
the close of online regis-
tration. There will be
four transition points
available on the course
for transitions. The relay
team must determine
where they wish to tran-
sition depending upon
the number of team
members.

Busses will be running

between Torpy Park
and the starting line at
Nokomis Park begin-
ning at 5:20 for the early
start at 6:00 a.m. After
that, bus times will be
6:00 and 6:15 for the
marathon and 7:00 and
7:15 for the half
marathon. There are no
return buses. 

Register and packet
pickup in person on Sat-
urday, Sept 4 from 5:00 -
8:00 p.m. and Sunday,
Sept 5, from 5:00 a.m. to
7:00 a.m. at Torpy Park,
downtown Minocqua.

All participants are ex-
pected to take individual
Coronavirus precautions
including wearing

masks, washing hands,
and social distancing.

Twenty-twenty-five
volunteers are needed to
make this event success-
ful. For more informa-
tion about the race and
to register as a volun-
teer, visit https://bluer-
avenproductions.com/ev
ents-calendar/

Blue Raven partners
with non-profit organi-
zations to assist them in
raising money. If you
are involved with a non-
profit and wish to part-
ner with us on the No
Frills Marathon, please
contact Rick Wilson at
rick@blueravenproduc-
tions.com.
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Joe Manzanares Memorial Fundraiser Golf Scramble
The Mercer Lions sev-

enth annual Joe Man-
zanares Memorial
Fundraiser Golf Scram-
ble was held on Friday,
August 13 at Tahoe
Lynx Golf Course in
Mercer. Nineteen men,
women and mixed
teams competed in ei-
ther the 18-hole or nine-
hole event. Winning the
18-hole in the men’s cate-
gory and the overall
winners was the team of
Jack Albright, Ken
“Nemo” Neimeyer, Mike
Kowaleski, Jr. and
Gilbert Chapman with a
score of 14-under par,
56. The 18-hole mixed
scramble winners was
the team of Don and De-
nese Odermann and
Dave and Lynn Larson

scoring six-under par,
64. The 18-hole women’s
team winners was the
Manzanares team of Joe
Srs. wife, Joyce Man-
zanares, Miranda Man-
zanares, Stephanie

Manzanares, Hailey
Konoske and Heather
Sbraggia.  (Joyce golfed
the first nine and her
daughter-in-law,
Stephanie, golfed the
second nine). The nine-

hole men’s team winners
were the team of Eric
Behnke, Geno Kanto,
Jeff Richter and Adam
Miller with a score of
three-under par, 32. The
nine-hole mixed team
winners were Dick and
Carol Fryar, Kelly Kohe-
gyi and Roger Hin-
terthuer with a score of
three-under par, 32. Hole
event winners were hole
number one, longest
drive, men, Mike
Swartz, Sr.; hole number
two, longest putt,
women, Jeri Lose; hole
number three, closest
second shot, anyone,
Tom Talaska; hole num-
ber four longest putt,
men, Dean Gustafson;
hole number five, closest
second shot, Mike

Kowaleski, Jr who holed
that shot; hole number
six, closest to pin, any-
one, Bill Heikkinen; hole
number seven, closest
second shot, anyone,
Kohl Manzanares; hole
number eight, longest
drive, women, Megan
Pertile; hole number
nine, closest to pin, any-
one, Geno Kanto. The
50/50 winner was Bran-
don Pertile who donated
money back to the Mer-
cer Lions.  Raffle win-
ners were Mike
Burgess, Bill Trcka,
Deanna Pierpont, John
Wierczinski, Mike
Chamberlain, Theresa
Giancola, Jim Kivisto,
Steve Lose, Denese
Odermann, Mike
Swartz, Stephanie Man-

zanares, Alaina Swartz
and Joe Manzanares.
Following the buffet,
Glenn Doxsee, Mercer
Lion, spoke to the won-
derful generosity and
example that Late Mer-
cer Lion Joe Man-
zanares set for
everyone.  Joe’s son, Joe
Jr. then praised the Mer-
cer Lions and thanked
his relatives and friends
for supporting this
worthwhile event honor-
ing his dad.  Lions Mike
and Amy Burgess
chaired this memorial
scramble and Lions
Dave and Louise Min-
isan chaired the kitchen.
Next year’s memorial
golf scramble will be
held on Friday, Aug. 12,
2022.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOGRAPH

Golfers pictured, from left, Dave Larson, Lynn Larson,
Denese Odermann and Don Odermann won the 18
hole mixed event, scoring a six-under par 64. 
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GREAT NORTHERN TREE SERVICE

High Quality Service
100 Ft. Portable Lift
Tree Removal
Lot clearing
Structural Testing
Tree Cabling
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Tree Fertilization
Insect Control
Woodchip Sales
Brush + logging 
slash mowing

Cameron Reimer
Owner/Operator

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Work done to

National Arborist Specifications.

715-358-3138
www.greatnortherntreeservice.com

NEW! Sawmill / 
Rough Cut Lumber
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Sunday, September 5th, 2021

Silent AuctionPlus Hourly Raffles
Of Donated Items!

Couple Paddle boards, Canoe, Grill, $500 Meat gift certificate,
Viking Lawn Table, Cedar Swing, Go Pro, I-pad, TV and Chainsaw

Live
Music!
starting

at
7:00 pm
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SCREENED TOPSOIL
$21 per yard 

18 yd. truckload within 10 miles
GRAVEL

$19.75 per yard
15 yd. truckload within 10 miles

10322 HWY 70 W. Minocqua, WI 54548
rynders.com

ORDER TODAY! 715.356.3600
From Start to Finish ...

Vision to Reality!

20-40 yd. Containers for Lawn/Yard
Clean Up, Stumps, Leaves, Sticks

and all Compost Matter

EXCAVATING LANDSCAPING

Rynders Inc

ALWAYS CALL
BEFORE YOU DIG!

Wisconsin’s   
One-Call Center

CALL 811
or (800) 242-8511

Wisconsin’s One-Call Center • Call 811 or (800) 242-8511

Wisconsin's One-Call Center:
CALL 811 or (800) 242-8511

ALWAYS CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

Wisconsin's One-Call Center:
CALL 811 or (800) 242-8511

ALWAYS CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!

ALWAYS CALL
BEFORE YOU DIG!

Diggers Hotline: 
Wisconsin's One-Call Center

CALL 811 or (800) 242-8511

Know what’s      
below.

Call before
you dig.

Wisconsin’s   
One-Call Center

CALL 811
or (800) 242-8511

Digger’s Hotline

4x1

3x1

2x1.5

1x3.5

1x2

2x1


