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If we want to, we can make pos-
itive change for our Wisconsin stu-
dents – and we can make it happen 
within 24 hours. Let’s get it done.

In mid-September, an extraordi-
nary thing happened. A bill, spon-
sored by the Speaker of the Assem-
bly, Robin Vos, was introduced and 
scheduled for a committee hearing 
within 24 hours. After the hearing, 
in less than a week’s time, the bill 
was approved by an executive com-
mittee, scheduled for a vote on the 
Assembly Floor and then approved 
by the full Assembly. This bill, for 
some reason, was pushed through 
with lightning speed. It was incred-
ible and an example of what is pos-
sible.

The bill deals with civics edu-
cation in schools, and on the one 
hand it can be argued that such a 
rushed process didn’t leave much 
room for civics.

The public was given barely any 
notice, the “public” hearing then 
came across as a bit of a sham as 
citizens in Wisconsin had little 
or no time to weigh in with their 
thoughts, approval or concerns. 
Ultimately, it highlighted some 
concerning trends about how the 
people’s business is currently being 
handled in the Capitol.

On the other hand, it made 
clear that things can and do get 
done, government can be fast and 
it brought into sharp relief the fact 
that when the legislature doesn’t 
really want to get something done, 
even when it knows that it should, 
an entirely different process comes 
into play. That process is exempli-
fied by the report of the Speaker’s 
Blue Ribbon Commission on K-12 
Education Funding.

Four years ago, with no small 
degree of fanfare and with some 
level of taxpayer expense, it was 
announced that the Speaker would 
put together a commission that 
would travel the state to hear tes-
timony from parents, the public, 
school board members, business 
leaders and education experts on 
what to do about the long-stand-
ing and obvious ills of Wisconsin’s 

education funding system.
The commission learned, or was 

reminded of the fact, that Wiscon-
sin ranks near or at the bottom in 
state support for students with dis-
abilities, it ranks dead last for sup-
porting English language learn-
ers, unlike other states it does not 
have a coherent system to lift up 
children challenged by poverty and 
that under state law depending 
on the school district that you live 
in a student is worth more or less 
from a fiscal perspective than their 
neighbor.

In fact, one set of national 
experts that were invited to speak 
to the commission informed the 
group that at this point Wisconsin 
has such a hodge-podge of a fund-
ing system and that it is so unlike 
anything in any other state (not in 
a good way) that they had to put it 
in its own category.

To their credit, the bipartisan 
commission took that information, 
looked for serious solutions and 
produced a report that includes a 
number of impressive policy rec-
ommendations that would truly 
help students, parents, schools and 
communities.

The report continues to be 
something that many are proud of 
and it is commonly referenced as 
policy that could make an imme-
diate difference. One of those solu-
tions, restoring our commitment to 
funding special education to a min-
imum reimbursement level of 60%, 
is something we could do today, if 
we chose to invest in meeting the 
most pressing needs of our public 
schools.

The solutions are sitting there, 
ready to go. The funds to pay for 
the best versions of the solutions 
are also sitting there, ready to go. 
Within 24 hours, within a week, we 
could improve the lives of Wiscon-
sin’s kids. Let’s get it done.

This guest column seeking a spe-
cial session to fund special educa-
tion for Wisconsin’s public schools 
was presented by Dr. Julie Under-
wood, board chair, and Heather 
DuBois Bourenane, Executive 
Director of the Wisconsin Public 
Education Network, on behalf of the 
board of directors of the Wiscon-
sin Alliance for Excellent Schools 
(WAES).

Careful consideration 
needed for direction 

city is headed
Sun Prairie has always been 

known as the fastest grow-
ing small city in Wisconsin. It 
appears that it has now become 
the fastest growing medi-
um-sized city in Wisconsin and 
the second largest city in Dane 
County after Madison.

What this growth has appar-
ently accomplished is rush 
hour traffic, an increase in the 
number and severity of police, 
fire and EMS calls, multi-story 
housing complexes, a semipro 
football stadium, a huge new 

west side school complex with 
inevitable planning for more 
schools, more roads, more strip 
malls and a huge increase in 
the need for city services.

In one of last week’s issues 
of the Sun Prairie Star, Police 
Chief Mike Steffes reported that 
his department is now short 
of patrol officers and expects 
the shortage to be worse. As 
an aside, the Sun Prairie Police 
Department has hired a for-
mer police inspector from Mil-
waukee. It would behove SPPD 
management to carefully listen 
to the inspector’s advice.

I’m told that other city 
departments are short of help, 
as is the Sun Prairie Area 
School District.

It appears to me that city 
leadership is pushing unsus-
tainable growth that will 
have to be backed up by a big 
increase in city services that 
may or may not be available. 
And — more rads, more equip-
ment, snow plows, sidewalks 
(a budget item with funds that 
could be diverted elsewhere but 
I digress), a huge increase in 
social services — and on we go.

We had better give some 
careful consideration to the 
direction we are headed as a 
city.

Time is running short.

Mike Leahan
Sun Prairie
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Periodically through the 
years, the Sun Prairie Lions 
Club has participated in Sal-
vation Army Bell Ringing, and 
this year is no exception.

Last year, available slots 
filled up pretty quickly and 
I was left out in the cold 
— although I did brave the 
weather and contribute when I 
stopped by Woodmans Market 
when the Lions were staffing 
the Salvation Army Red Kettle.

This year, we’ll be ring-
ing bells at the Metro Mar-
ket, located at 2538 Ironwood 
Drive, on Saturdays in Decem-
ber this year.

On Dec. 4, our bell ring-
ers will be Mike Healy and 
Larry Lawrence from 10 a.m.-
noon; and Pat and Sherry Par-
rish from 12-2 p.m. CMS will be 
matching Red Kettle donations 
on that day.

On Saturday, Dec. 11, Randy 
Harrison and Clyde Howell will 
ring bells from 8-10 a.m., fol-
lowed by yours truly with Clyde 
Howell from 12-2 p.m. One 
Community Bank is matching 
donations that day.

As of press time, our Sat-
urday, Dec. 18 8-10 a.m. time 
slot remains to be filled, but 
fear not, Lions fans — our club 
will come through (I realize, 
of course, this means that if 
nobody steps up, I will be com-
mitted again on that day).

As we all know, The Red 
Kettle Christmas Campaign 
enables The Salvation Army to 
provide food, toys and cloth-
ing to more than 6 million peo-
ple during the Christmas sea-
son and helps more than 34 

million Ameri-
cans recovering 
from all kinds of 
personal disas-
ters nationwide.

In 2004, the 
campaign raised 
over $100 mil-
lion in commu-
nities nation-
wide, with the 

nickels, dimes, quarters and 
dollars all remaining in the 
towns where the money was 
deposited into the kettles. The 
funds raised help support many 
of the 37 million people in pov-
erty who turn to the Salva-
tion Army for food and toys at 
Christmas, utility and home-
less assistance, senior and child 
care, drug abuse treatment 
and many other social service 
needs.

The Red Kettle campaign 
first started in San Francisco 
in 1891. It has traditionally 
been the Salvation Army’s most 
prominent fund-raiser, and 
usually includes some kind of a 
high-profile launch in the Mad-
ison area. One recent launch 
was at the Metro Market where 
our Sun Prairie Lions will be 
ringing bells in December.

Each year since 2001, Volun-
teerFIRST has teamed up with 
many Salvation Army Corps 
to make it possible for volun-
teers to register online for up 
to 1 million Red Kettle ‘shifts’ 
across the country.

That may be true, but I don’t 
think the ringbells.org web-
site was ready for me to search. 
During one recent search, the 
website told me there were no 
opportunities to volunteer in 
the 53590 ZIP Code, which I 
know is not true — there will 
be plenty of opportunities to 

volunteer to ring bells. In fact, 
my suggestion would be to try 
the website https://www.regis-
tertoring.com/ and make your 
selection through the Salvation 
Army website if you want to 
ring bells this holiday season.

Now, you have plenty of 
warning — about a month. 
Clear those calendars, phone 
the neighbors, wake the kids 
and bring them to Metro Mar-
ket on any or all of our Lions 
bell-ringing days (of course, I’m 
partial to my shift) to stuff the 
money into the Red Kettles.

I love letting little kids use 
the paint stirrers to stuff the 
paper $10, $5 and even $1 
bills down into the kettles — it 
makes them feel like they are 
doing something to help. Many 
of them drop quarters, dimes, 
nickels and pennies into the 
kettle, too — and every little bit 
helps.

And, as always, Lion Clyde 
and I (as well as our fel-
low Lions) expect all of our 
adult Metro Market Red Ket-
tle patrons to be as generous 
as possible. When Lion Clyde 
and I staff the kettle, there may 
even be a little Christmas music 
in the background designed to 
put shoppers in the mood for 
loosening their wallets for con-
tributions to the Red Kettle 
Campaign.

It’s a great way for the Sun 
Prairie community to know 
that as Sun Prairie Lions, We 
Serve, and for those Salvation 
Army Red Kettles to be filled in 
time for a joyous holiday sea-
son!

Et Cetera is a column of per-
sonal opinion and experi-
ence by the managing editor of 
the Sun Prairie Star; opinions 
expressed are his own.

ET CETERA

Sun Prairie Lions ready to ring 
bells in December

Chris Mertes/File
Sun Prairie Lions Club members Sherry and Pat Parrish staffed the Salvation Army Red Kettle inside the foyer 
at Woodmans Market on South Grand Avenue in Sun Prairie in 2020. The Parrishes will be among those staffing 
the Red Kettles for the Sun Prairie Lions in December at the Sun Prairie Metro Market, 2538 Ironwood Drive.

Chris Mertes

ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with Congress passing a 
$1.2 trillion infrastructure plan?

Check sunprairiestar.com for this week’s poll 
question and pick up the Friday, November 19 

issue for poll results!


