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By Megan Hart
Wisconsin Public Radio

On Monday, Oct. 
11 — Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day — 

Gov. Tony Evers signed 
an executive order apol-
ogizing for the state’s 
role in supporting Indian 
boarding schools. He’s 
also calling for an exam-
ination of the history of 
the schools in Wisconsin 
in conjunction with a 
national investigation 
announced earlier this 
year by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior.

For more than 100 
years, the federal 
government forced 
countless Native 
American children to 
attend day and boarding 
schools across the 
country, with the goal of 
assimilating the children 
into white culture and 
disconnecting them 
from their American 
Indian identities. 
Kids were prevented 
from practicing their 
traditions, according to 
a news release from the 
state. Wisconsin had at 
least 10 such schools, 
Evers said during an 
Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day event hosted by the 
Oneida Nation.

“It’s estimated 
that thousands of 
Native American kids 
in Wisconsin were 
forced to attend one 
of these schools, 

leaving generations 
of trauma inflicted in 
Native families and 
communities, and a loss 
of language, culture and 
identity,” Evers said.

Hundreds of children 

were also sent to 
boarding schools in 
other states, including 
Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School in Pennsylvania. 
More than 400 children 
from the Oneida Nation 

were taken there, 
councilman Kirby 
Metoxen said.

“As Native people, 
we’ve always heard the 
stories of the language 
that they weren’t able 
to speak, the cultural 
and traditional ways 
that they weren’t able to 
practice,” he said.

Metoxen visited 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
during a road trip. He 
saw a prison where 
Indigenous children 
were punished and 
the stadium where Jim 
Thorpe played. But 
he wasn’t prepared to 
encounter the school’s 
cemetery, he said. He 
felt overwhelmed when 
he saw Oneida children 
there, and he worked 
to have three of them 
disinterred and brought 
home. Four Oneida 
children remain in 
Carlisle, he said.

“I hope someday we 
will be able to bring the 
remaining four children 
from Carlisle back to 
Oneida,” he said.
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As states and nations 
begin to reckon with 
the history of Indian 
boarding schools, it’s led
to tragic headlines. More
than 1,300 unmarked 
graves were identified at
four Canadian boarding 
schools earlier this year.

In 2019, Evers signed 
an order designating 
the second Monday in 
October as Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day in 
Wisconsin. This year, 
President Joe Biden 

County jail staffing short of need
Editor’s note: This story 
first appeared in the 
Tuesday, Oct. 12, e-edition 
of the Telegram. 

By Shelley Nelson
Superior Telegram

Correctional officers 
could soon see a bump 
in their pay as Doug-
las County faces critical 
staffing shortages in the 
jail.

The county’s admin-
istration committee 
approved advancing jail-
ers two steps on the pay 

scale to retain working 
staff at its meeting Oct. 
7. Pay increases would 
range from $1.20 to $1.38 
per hour.

“They basically have 24 
healthy, certified jailers 
trying to cover the shifts 
of 36 people,” county 
administrator Ann Dou-
cette said. “They know 
of two more resignations 
coming before the end of 
the year. When you look 
at who’s left in the jail, 
they only have five peo-

ple that have been there 
over three years.”

The increases would go 
into effect with the pay 
period following coun-
ty board approval, said 
Linda Corbin, human 
resources manager.

Douglas County’s 
human resources office 
asked other counties in 
Wisconsin what they 
are doing to recruit and 
retain staff in their jails. Jed Carlson / File / Superior Telegram

The Government Center in Superior, Wisconsin.

Dillion Krisik, a sophomore at the University of Wisconsin-

Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration on Monday.
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Events held statewide on Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Photos by Jed Carlson / Superior Telegram
University of Wisconsin-Superior students, Dillion Krisik, left, and Sami Keller perform during the Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebration 
at the Maawanji’idiwin — “The Place Where We Come Together” Medicine Wheel and Community Gathering Area on the UWS campus 
Monday.
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By Shelley Nelson
Superior Telegram

Plans to build a 
hobby farm near Per-
son Lake in Wascott 
were defeated Wednes-
day, Oct. 13, when the 
Douglas County Zoning 
Committee denied a 
zoning change to Craig 
and Christine McNeil.

The couple planned 
to have up to four 
horses or foals, and 
6-10 hens on a five-
acre parcel on Pine Oak 
Road, north of Person 
Lake.

“My husband and I 
cared for some of the 
abandoned horses at a 
stable in Omaha while 
we lived there ... to 
give them the best 
care and love possi-
ble until they could be 
adopted out for a for-
ever home,” Christine 
McNeil wrote about 
the couple’s goals. 
“When we were able 
to move back home, 
we knew that horses 
would need to be our 
purpose in our retire-
ment.”

The McNeils own 
two Mangalar-
ga Marchadors, the 
national horse of Bra-
zil, that were pur-
chased as foals and are 
currently boarded in 
Scottdale, Arizona.
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“We honor those that have never returned home 
from the boarding school, from the grocery store, 
from the nightmare of abduction. We honor those 
who never returned home from the systemic and 

institutional violence.”

TINA DANFORTH, ONEIDA NATION TREASURER




