




USIC LOCATE TECHNICIAN
Daytime, full time Locate Technician positions available
100% PAID TRAINING
Company vehicle & equipment provided
PLUS medical, dental, vision, & life insurance
REQUIREMENTS
Must be able to work outdoors
Ability to work OT & weekends
Must have valid driver’s license with safe driving record

Apply today: www.workatusic.com
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer
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IOLA – For Danielle Ho-
kenstad of Iola, going to a 
car show is not unusual, as 
her stepfather, Leonel “Lee” 
Bucholtz Jr., was always a 
big car/truck enthusiast.

“He showed multiple ve-
hicles in his lifetime, but 
there was one that he was es-
pecially proud of,” she said. 
“In 2002, he bought a 1985 
Ford F150, with the inten-
tions of restoring it from the 
ground up with one of his 
best friends, Curt Samson. 
I literally watched it grow 
from pieces into a truck.”

When it was finally fin-
ished, Bucholtz was only 
able to show the red truck 
for a few years before being 
diagnosed with lung cancer.

“He passed away in 
March of 2009,” Hokens-
tad said. “My mom had to 
sell the truck in summer of 
2011 due to not being able 
to take care of it the way he 
did.”

Hokenstad, who was 15 
at the time, was devastated.

“I cried,” she said. “The 
buyer was from Virginia, so 
I was sure I would never see 
the truck again.”

Years later, Hokenstad ran 
into Samson in Symco.

“We caught up for a while 
and we got to talking about 
the show truck,” she said. “I 
brought up the last pictures 
I had taken with the truck 

on my phone and told him 
I’d do anything to get it 
back.”

The two parted ways, but 
two weeks later, Samson 
reached out to her again.

“He said, ‘You’re not go-
ing to believe this’ and he 
sent me a link to a site for 
Street Side Classics in At-
lanta, Georgia. I went to the 
link and there was my step-
dad’s truck for sale through 
consignment,” Hokenstad 
said. “It was a little more ex-
pensive now, but we reached 
out to the company and 
they loved our story. After 
a lot of back-and-forth with 
the company and the owner 
of Street Side Classics, we 
made a deal and locked in a 
pick-up date.”

In December 2019, Ho-
kenstad and her husband 
Craig traveled to Atlanta to 
buy the truck and bring it 

home.
“It was almost in the same 

exact condition as it was 
when we sold it in 2011,” 
Hokenstad said. “My eyes 
filled with tears. The emo-
tions I had walking up to 
that truck and sitting in the 
driver’s seat again was inde-
scribable.”

“This was so meaningful 
for Danielle,” Craig said. 
“This was one of the cool-
est things I have seen in my 
life. Seeing her face light up 
once she got in the truck 
and then the tears, it was so 
moving.”

Due to COVID-19 shut-
ting down most shows in 
2020, Hokenstad wasn’t 
able to enter the vehicle 
in the Iola Car Show until 
2021.

“It was almost exactly 
10 years after I watched it 
pull out of the driveway 

and thought I’d never see it 
again,” she said. “Now, I am 
hoping to bring it to every 
show moving forward. This 
is what my stepdad would 
have wanted and I want to 
keep doing this for him.”

Hokenstad believes he 
had a hand in her finding 
the truck.

“He knew someone else 
had to take care of the truck 
until I was able to,” she said.

She is now fulfilling her 
own dream of owning a 
show vehicle.

“I wanted to create mem-
ories like these with my own 
family,” she said. “I couldn’t 
imagine having a better 
truck to fulfill that dream.”

She said she is lucky to 
have her husband by her 
side.

“Not only has he sup-
ported me in buying back 
the truck,” she said. “Being 
a car enthusiast himself, he 
continues to support me 
by being willing to help 
care for it and teaching me 
all the ins and outs of the 
truck.”

The couple is currently 
expecting their first child, 
a boy.

“Our memories as a car 
enthusiast family are only 
beginning,” Hokenstad 
said. “I look forward to 
passing this truck down to 
our son one day and keep-
ing it in the family.”

NEWSIola-Scandinavia

said. “I am currently an ad-
junct faculty at Upper Iowa 
University.”

Additionally, she is also the 
co-founder of the Rural Expe-
rience Collective, which exists 
to share stories and experienc-
es of creatives with past and/or 
current rural ties.

Brennan did her first mu-
ral in Elkader, Iowa, in 2019. 
Over the course of the past 
few years, she completed 12 
more.

“By the end of this summer, 
that number will reach over 
15,” she said.

She said it’s an honor to get 
this opportunity to work with 
the Chester L. Krause Legacy 
Park Committee to design a 

mural that showcases Iola’s 
rich history.

“It’s hard to put into 
words,” Brennan said. “I feel 
extremely honored to be asked 
to do this mural that recog-
nizes a man as remarkable as 
Chet Krause. I am very famil-
iar with the area, having lots 
of family all throughout Wau-
paca County, and it has been 
incredible to learn how Chet 
has left his mark all over Iola 
and beyond.”

The Chester L. Krause 
Legacy Park Committee and 
Brennan are currently work-
ing to finalize the design.

“It has been a pleasure to 
work with Chester L. Krause 
Legacy Park Committee,” 
Brennan said. “Together, we 
have worked tirelessly on a 
design that will encompass 

all the key elements of Iola’s 
history. I also love getting to 
meet community members 
and hear stories about their 
connection to Chet and what 
Iola means to them. Getting 
to visit Iola-Scandinavia High 
School and see all the mural 
designs that the students had 
come up with was so inspir-
ing, many of which include 
elements inspired by their de-
signs in the final mural.”

The mural will be painted 
off-site on large panels that 
will be then installed on the 
wall behind J.R.’s Sport Shop 
and Shivers.

“My goal is to have the mu-
ral finished by the end of sum-
mer/early fall,” Brennan said.

Her hope is that the com-
munity feels a sense of pride 
for the place they call home.

“I want this mural to be a 
place to gather, to learn and 
reminisce on how far Iola has 
come, well as share excitement 
for the future,” Brennan said. 
“I want people to learn about 
Chet and his incredibly long 
list of accomplishments, but 
more than that, his pride and 
commitment to his home-
town.

“My hope is that the com-
munity and visitors will re-
flect on how humble, kind 
and generous Chet was and 
to leave the mural inspired to 
find ways that we can all emu-
late Chet’s character in our 
own lives,” she said.

Brennan can be followed 
on Facebook at Art by Jordyn 
Brennan or at www.jordyn-
brennan.com.
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Severson is Manawa’s 
new police chief

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
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MANAWA – Jason Se-
verson is Manawa’s new 
police chief.

The Manawa City 
Council hired him July 6.

Severson has been a po-
lice officer for 25 years.

“I started out my ca-
reer in Manawa, right out 
of college in January of 
1997,” he said. “It feels 
good to see it go full cir-
cle.”

Severson is looking for-
ward to becoming engaged 
with the community.

“I will be working to-
gether with other city of-
fices to help make Manawa 
even better,” he said.

Most recently, Severson 
served as a lieutenant with 
the Fox Crossing Police 
Department.

“Manawa is a great city,” 
he said. “I am looking for-
ward to the challenge.”

Communication is key, 
according to Severson.

“I have a broad knowl-
edge base,” he said. “I will 
just need to have people 
get me up to speed. I am 
looking forward to work-
ing with others and have 
a department where every-
one knows what is going 
on.”

Severson and his fam-
ily live in Kaukauna and 
he will begin his new job 
Aug. 1.

Jason Severson is sworn into office as Manawa’s 
police chief July 6. He will begin his new job Aug. 1.
 Holly Neumann Photo

Dream fulfilled at Iola Car Show Taste and Tunes 
set for July 15-16

NEWSManawa

Danielle and Craig Hokenstad stand beside the Ford 
F150 truck once owned by Danielle’s stepfather. 
The Hokenstads recently purchased the truck and 
displayed it at this year’s Iola Car Show, held July 
7-9. Holly Neumann Photo

BY HOLLY NEUMANN
STAFF REPORTER

IOLA – The Iola-Scan-
dinavia Chamber of Com-
merce will hold its annual 
Taste and Tunes event Friday 
and Saturday, July 15-16.

The event will kick off at 
5 p.m. July 15 at Little Wolf 
Gallery with music by 2 
Man Group. At 7 p.m. par-
ticipants can see Rich Tra-
vis-Dairyland’s Finest String 
Band at Odin & Freja’s; Big 
Dog Murphy at The Mill-
stone; Troy Allen’s Copper-
head Country at Schmidt’s 
Corners; and Dammit Jim 
at Thirsty Perch. The eve-
ning will close with Hijinx 
at 8 p.m. at Silver Lake 
Lanes.

Music on July 16 will be-
gin at 9 a.m. with Casey and 
Emmitt Danielson at Trout 
Bum Bakery and Jon Glove 
at Scandihus. Thomas Dijk-
stra will entertain at 11 a.m. 
at Iola Sentry and again at 
noon at Subway in Iola.

Also at noon will be Dig 
Deep at Mark McCoy’s Flat 
Tracker Tap and Chris Skin-
ner at the Iola Historical So-
ciety. Jim King will follow at 
1 p.m. at the Crystal Café.

Beginning at 2 p.m., stu-
dents from Lessons from the 
Art will entertain partici-
pants, followed by Beautiful 
Dreamers at 3 p.m. at 10LA 
and Rich Travis-Dairyland’s 

Finest String Band at 4 p.m. 
at Odin & Freja’s.

The day will conclude 
at 7 p.m. with Pat Wiley 
at Iola Pines Campground; 
Bowen, Bestul and Kram-
den at The Millstone; Rich 
Travis-Dairyland’s Finest 
String Band at Odin & 
Freja’s; and Cody Earl at the 
Thirsty Perch.

Admission is free to all 
venues.

Those attending the per-
formances can get a stamp 
card marked from the 16 
different venues to be eli-
gible for prizes.

Anyone who makes a 
purchase during the Taste 
and Tunes hours from 5 
p.m. Friday through

Saturday night venue 
close can get their card 
stamped. Purchases do not 
have to be made when mu-
sic is scheduled.

Prizes include: One or 
more stamps: $20 in Cham-
ber Bucks (10 winners); 
six or more stamps: $50 in 
Chamber Bucks (two win-
ners); seven stamps: Tastes 
& Tunes T-shirt (redeem-
able at any venue); 10 or 
more stamps: $100 in 
Chamber Bucks (one win-
ner); 14 or more stamps: eli-
gible for drawing for Tastes 
& Tunes gift basket contain-
ing gifts from the venues 
valued at more than $400.

Scandy gets the axe
Iola Rural Fire Department Chief Joe Barden hands the axe to Scandinavia Fire Chief Bryan Fuhs July 3 following 
the departments’ annual battle for the axe softball game. Scandinavia came out on top 15-14. Holly Neumann Photo

Fourth-graders learn electricity tips
IOLA – To help promote 

Electricity Safety Month 
in May, Central Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative line-
men conducted electric-
ity safety demonstrations for 
fourth-graders at six elemen-
tary schools in the CWEC 
service area.

That effort included a stop 
at Iola-Scandinavia Elemen-
tary School, as well as schools 
in  Birnamwood, Bowler, 
Rosholt, Tigerton and Wit-
tenberg.

Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, CWEC held elec-
tricity safety demonstrations 

each May at area elementary 
schools. Demonstrations were 
not held in 2020 and 2021.

“Knowing the impor-
tance of electricity safety, we 
were excited to once again 
be able to bring these safety 
demonstrations back to the 
classrooms of area schools,” 
CWEC member relations 
specialist Bert Lehman said. 
“The students seemed to 
enjoy the safety demonstra-
tions and had a lot of good 
questions.”

Demonstrations showed 
students first-hand the dan-
gers that could occur if they 

aren’t safe with electricity. 
They got to see some of the 
safety equipment lineman 
have to wear when they work 
around power lines, as well as 
what above-ground and un-
derground power lines look 
like. Linemen also showed 
students what happens if a 
tree branch, kite string or 
fishing line come in contact 
with a power line.

To help convey how dan-
gerous electricity is, students 
were shown what would hap-
pen if a human hand touched 
a power line. A hot dog was 
used to demonstrate this.

Finally, students were in-
formed about what to do if 
they were involved in a ve-
hicle accident that resulted in 
a downed power line and, if 
need be, how to properly exit 
a vehicle in that situation.

“With the ever-increasing 
need for a safe and reliable 
electrical distribution sys-
tem, I really enjoy educating 
people of all ages about the 
importance and dangers that 
go along with electricity,” 
CWEC lineman Chris Tuszke 
said. “The hot line demos 
bring the realities to real-life 
situations.”


