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But aging
highway

department
equipment

catches
the eye of
the auditor
By Richard Moore
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The Oneida County
Board of Supervisors
received its annual fi-
nancial grade this past
month — its annual
audit report, in other
words — and the audi-
tors had good news.
“You guys are in a

healthy financial posi-
tion,” CLA (CliftonLar-
sonAllen) auditor Scott

Sternhagen said.
As of the end of last

year, Sternhagen ob-
served, the county had
a total general fund bal-
ance of just over $21
million. The general
fund is the chief operat-
ing fund of the county.
Slightly more than half
of that, or 54.4 percent,
was unassigned, mean-
ing it was available for
spending at the county’s
discretion.
“Your total fund bal-

ance reached $21 mil-
lion, and the biggest
portion of your fund
balance is unassigned,
which is about $15.8 mil-
lion at the end of 2020,”
Sternhagen said.  “…
We look at general fund
expenditures, and when
we’re looking at where
you are at from a fund

balance standpoint, you
are at about 55 percent
of your general fund ex-
penses in your unas-
signed fund balance, so
that is in good financial
position for the county.”
More specifically, the

report shows that the
unassigned fund bal-
ance represents 57.9
percent of total general
fund expenditures,
while the total fund bal-
ance represents 77 per-
cent of that same
amount, a healthy posi-
tion for the county to be
in.
Sternhagen did note

that the total fund bal-
ance did decline in 2020
by about $2.2 million,
from $23.2 million to
$21 million. He outlined
some key factors in that
decline.

For one thing, he
pointed out, there was a
transfer out to capital
projects of $4.9 million
for the future capital
needs of the county, as
well as a transfer out of
$724,615 to the highway
fund for capital needs.
Those transfers were

partially offset by sales
tax revenue that ex-
ceeded budget by
$743,000, by interest
revenues that exceeded

budget by $294,000, and
state prison inmate rev-
enue that exceeded
budget by $1.1 million.
“The main reason for

the decrease was there
were two transfers out,
one to highway opera-
tions and then one to
your capital projects
fund, and that was to
fund future capital proj-
ects,” he said. “You
spent some of it but not
all. So the fund balance

went down because the
county made a con-
certed effort to move to
fund some future capital
projects and that is a
good use of fund bal-
ance in our opinion.”
In addition to the

unassigned fund bal-
ance, there is an as-
signed fund balance of
$3,523,062, which the
county has earmarked

Yearly audit finds Oneida
County in good financial shape
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NIELSEN’S FAREWELL
TO THE BOARD

Vilas County circuit judge Neal Nielsen, first appointed as Vilas County judge in De-
cember, 2003, and retiring effective Oct. 2, addressed the Vilas County board at its
Sept. 28 meeting. Vilas County attorney Martha Milanowski was appointed in early

September by Wisconsin governor Tony Evers to serve out the remainder of
Nielsen’s current term, which expires in July, 2022. Nielsen told the county board
with a two-judge court system coming to Vilas County in 2022, a two-judge system
he played a role in helping Vilas County acquire, he felt it was a good time to step

back. “It’s been a good run, working with good people,” he said. “I’m going to miss
working with all of you. I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank this board be-

cause I think the relationship you have, the rapport, is really special.” 
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Listed by: 
Pat Van Hefty
715-892-0298

Pat@RedmanRealtyGroup

ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING

• 8 condominium units total with all SOLD but ONE
• Projected completion date end of this October
• This unit is a 2BD/2BA unit  1,700sq ft
• Your own dedicated boat slip
• 2+ stall drive under garage
• Primary Bedroom & Great Room both enjoy
a lakefront balcony with picturesque views

• Private laundry &  Upscale finishes
• Private elevator
• Minocqua Chain offers 5,000+ AC of Water

Waters Edge Condominiums

Lake
Minocqua

MLS #192889   $595,000

Only 1 unit left!
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Pick Your Own

Pumpkin

$ 400
each

Fri. & Sat., October 8th & 9th

9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The Golden Eagle
Strawberry Farm

Hwy 70 West, Lac du Flambeau, WI
715-588-3485

Pumpkin


