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Vilas chief deputy illuminates drug
outlook with social services

By Kelly Holm
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Vilas County’s drug in-
vestigations are increas-
ingly involving social
services, according to
chief deputy Patrick
Schmidt, who has a
lengthy background
working with the North
Central Drug Enforce-
ment Group (NORDEG).
“Historically, we’ve

never worked as much
with social services as we
have (in the drug unit)
within the last five or six
years,” Schmidt told the
county social services
committee on May 17.
“Now social workers are
over at our office dealing
with cases on a regular
basis. When we get a
case, when we start work-
ing a case, right off the
bat we’re contacting Kate
(Gardner, director of Vilas
social services), and she’s
assigning somebody.”
Schmidt said that the

vast majority of drug

cases Vilas County investi-
gates concern heroin, opi-
oids or methamphetamine.
In 2017, the Wisconsin
State Journal published
data showing that Vilas
County, alongside nearby
Ashland and Iron coun-
ties, topped the state for
numbers of babies born
addicted to opioids.
“Nowadays, we’re

going in with tape meas-
ures and measuring how
far off the ground a nee-
dle is that’s loaded with
heroin, because you’re
looking at child endanger-
ment,” he continued.
Schmidt elaborated that

he would like to improve
upon law enforcement’s
dealings with social serv-
ices concerning drugs, cit-
ing a disconnect that he
thought could be bridged
by creating another party
that would work in both
departments. 
As an example, he

brought up a grant-
funded position investi-
gating pill cases that TJ

Bill, now the Lac du Flam-
beau police chief, occu-
pied in 2009. The county
expects to receive around
a million dollars from a
$400 million settlement
three opioid manufactur-
ers are paying to the state
of Wisconsin, and
Schmidt suggested that
these funds could be used
to create a similar posi-
tion.
“If we (have) an oppor-

tunity to try it, it’s not a
bad thing,” Schmidt said.
“To have a cop that’s
trained in social work, or
at least who has that con-
nection, I think would
benefit both depart-
ments.”

Potential department 
reorganization
Gardner and committee

chair Marv Anderson dis-
cussed the social services
department’s under-
staffing, in the context of
a chart outlining the po-
tential reorganization of
the department’s report-

ing structure that would
lift several employees to
supervisory status, under
a family services unit
manager position.
“Right now, (Gardner)

has what I call absolute
vertical structure. Four-
teen people report directly
to (her) from a supervi-
sory standpoint. This is a
complete change, a flat-
tening of the organiza-
tion,” Anderson said.
“Right now, we don’t re-
ally have people who are
in what we term supervi-
sor roles, though in many
cases that’s what they’re
doing. This (chart) simply
recognizes that and it has
the potential to have im-
pacts on our budget as
well, in terms of bringing
them up to a pay grade
that’s supervisory.”
The reorganization is

still in the workshopping
phase.

Kelly Holm may be
reached at
kellyholm@lakeland-
times.com.

An evening
with New York

Times best 
selling author
Kate Quinn

Tickets available now for
the May 26 event

The Friends of the Frank B. Koller
Memorial Library of Manitowish Wa-
ters invite the public to the New York
Times best selling author event:  “An
Evening With Kate Quinn” on Thurs-
day, May 26, at Red Crown Lodge in
Arbor Vitae.
Quinn is the author of “The Alice Net-

work,” “The Rose Code,” “The
Huntress,” and “The Diamond Eye.” 
The event begins at 5 p.m., the $45

ticket includes appetizers and there will
be a cash bar. Tickets are available
from the Koller Library, call 715-543-
2700.   
This event is sponsored by Red

Crown Lodge, s Resort, Trig’s, Redman
Realty, Betty Koller Trust, and the
Penny & Bill Benson Trust.
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Call Today! 
715-614-0736
126 HWY 51, WOODRUFF

ERIC SMITH
www.snbasphalt.com Adds Value  • Looks Nice  • Saves Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES • COMPETITIVE PRICING

Tired of Washouts, Pot Holes, Erosion?

• New Driveway Paving • Seal Coating
• Hot Mix Asphalt - Driveway/ Parking Lot Patching 
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Proud to be locally owned and operated!

Stop by to Visit our 
Model Homes and Showroom

Chad Marquardt 
chad@everestcustomhomes.com

Scott Clem   
scott@everestcustomhomes.com

Hwy 51 South & Lee Rd Minocqua, WI 54548
3 Miles South of the Minocqua Bridge

715.356.3636
w w w.e v e r e s t c u s t o m h o m e s.c o m 
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Call for a FREE ESTIMATE • Fully Insured
Family Owned & Operated Since 1999

715-356-6961
10536 Hwy. 70E, Arbor Vitae, WI  54568
Visit Our Websites: customcaretaking.com

& bb-storage.com

Your Tree Service Specialist!

• German Forestry
• Tree Trimming
• Tree Cabling
• Tree Removal
• Storm Damage/Clean Up
• ISA Certified Arborist #WI-0919A

“We’re #1 Because of You”
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715-420-1079
Josh Hunt - Owner/Operator

FULL SERVICE PROVIDER FOR ALL YOUR
STEEP AND FLAT ROOF APPLICATIONS
• Reliable - Three generations of professional 

roofing contractors
• Respected - Factory Certified, Licensed, Insured

• Reasonable - Competitive Pricing
ONEIDAROOFANDCHIMNEY.COM  • HUNTMRROOF@YAHOO.COM

ONEIDA
ROOF AND CHIMNEY
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728 Hwy. 51 • Woodruff715-358-9777

Dr. Mindy Wolf

DDRR.. MMIINNDDYY WWOOLLFFDDRR.. MMIINNDDYY WWOOLLFF
ACHILLES

FOOT & ANKLE CLINIC, S.C.

Ingrown and Fungal Toe Nails
Bone, Joint & Heel Pain • Nails, Skin & Wart Care • Fractures & Injuries

Diabetic Foot Care • Corns/Calluses • Orthotics • Infections/Cuts

time for your
feet to shine!
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www.bpseamless.com

“Give me a call, before the rain starts to fall!”
• Brian Plisch

• Owner/Operator
LOCALLY OWNED

Serving the area 
for 18 years.

FREE ESTIMATES
Email: 

bpseamless@
gmail.com

Great Look, Great Price,
5% off if you mention this ad.
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