
The Lakeland Times March 25, 2022 • Page 17

By Trevor Greene
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

Classic westerns
don’t carry as much
weight nowadays as
they once did. 
Being born in the

90s, I didn’t grow up
with the likes of John
Wayne or the young
Clint Eastwood. 
Henry Fonda and

James Cooper would be
others, as well, who
were part of that
American western cin-
ema scene which at one
point epitomized Amer-
ican cinema to its core. 
Instead, Tom Crews,

Steve Carrell or Jim
Carey were actors I
was more accustomed
to seeing on the big
screen. And they
weren’t playing the
lead in a gunslingn’
cowboy story in the
wild west, but rather,
working in an office in
a rom-com or portray-
ing a goofy animal de-
tective.

They’re great actors,
don’t get me wrong,
and I love their movies,
but as I grow older,
checking out movies
from the past has been
more common for me. 
For this week’s

movie review, I went
back to check out “Big
Jake.”
The film came out in

1971 and starred the
iconic John Wayne. 
This was the first

film I’ve watched with
John Wayne and I en-
joyed his quick wit and
collected coolness the
most. 
Wayne’s character,

Jacob McCandles,
seems to be something
of legend. 
When the film starts,

he saves a man from
being hung, and the
ones about to hang the
man attempt to get
smart with McCandles. 
But when they find

out who they’re dealing
with, they comically
apologize. They mis-

takenly thought Big
Jake was dead. 
The plot of the film

plays true to classic
western form. 
The McCandles fam-

ily is very well off, and
when a notorious
group of roughnecked
outlaws raid the family
ranch, they kidnap Mc-
Candle’s grandson. 
Further, the kidnap-

pers request $1 million
of the family to get
their grandson back,
and Big Jake’s former
wife Martha — played
by Maureen O’hara —
is the one who accepts
the ransom note. 
She then rounds up a

group of men to get
her grandson back,
and despite her per-
sonal feelings, calls in
the only man she
knows is right for the
job: Big Jake McCan-
dles. 
Included in the group

of men are two of Big
Jake’s sons. 
The younger of the

two seems to be a little
bit of an airhead, but
excited to get to know
his father. The older of
the two holds hard feel-
ings towards his
“daddy.”
As I mentioned be-

fore, westerns were
never movies I grew
up watching. But the
ones I have seen never
included cars or motor-
cycles — usually just
horses and buggies. 
The start of “Big

Jake” gives context to
the time period. It ex-
plains the industrial
revolution taking place
out east, but adds the
fact the west is still, in-
fact, wild. 
With that being said,

one of my favorite
parts of the film is
when the group of
men rounded up are
devising how to go
about the task at hand,
and decide to take ve-
hicles. 
Big Jake is stubborn

when it comes to this
decision, and sides
with his horse, donkey
and man’s best friend;
his dog. 
Big Jake is seen rid-

ing through the river,
as they head out, with
the group riding past
him just above on a
bridge. 
Later in the film, Big

Jake’s decision to stick
with what he knows
best, proves right.
At another point in

th film, McCandles is
seen commenting on
his older son’s pistol .
He basically tells him
to stop playig with a
fancy new pistol and
to use a gun a real
man would use. 
Both instances fur-

ther illustrated what
type of man Big Jake
is, and why only John
Wayne (the man him-
self) is the one to play
him. He’s old school.
It also suggests

doing things the old
way, and not getting
ahead of oneself, may
work out for the best. 
John Wayne is syn-

onymous with the
American western,
much like Eastwood,

and without him this
movie would be noth-
ing. 
Besides Wayne’s act-

ing, others in the film
made me cringe some-
times with how bad
they played their roles.
There was another

exception, however,
and that was Richard
Boone. His role as the
villain John Fain stood
out, particularly in the
las scene when he sits
over the box of
“money” dur an ex-
change with McCan-
dles. 
I was able to accept

the rest of the bad act-
ing, however, because
I was able to enjoy
everything a classic
western is. 

The movie is dra-
matic, funny at times
and centers on family,
most importantly.
Two of Wayne’s ac-

tual sons (Patrick and
Ethan) play sons of Big
Jake in the movie.
While Big Jake was

estranged to his family,
the quest to get his
grandson little Jake
helped rekindle the lost
relationship.
It’s a movie about the

ideal American hero
out west, but it is a
movie about reconnect-
ing with family and
what family means,
first and foremost.

Trevor Greene may
be reached via email
at trevorgreene@lake-
landtimes.com.

MOVIE REVIEW-Western Month
‘Big Jake’ is a movie 

about family
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATING

ISLAND CITY DRAY, INC.
F13474 Hwy. 70 West, Minocqua
www.islandcitydray.com
Jim Bowman, MP/MPRS 222905 • Mark Bowman, CST 224653

715-356-3118
   Fax 715-356-7089 

• Soil Testing & Evaluations
• Building Demolition,
Land Development

• Driveway & Road Improvement
and Compacting

• Skidsteer & Mini Excavator Service
• Bulldozing & General Trucking
• Food Plot Creation

• Road Gravel & Granite, 
Recycled Blacktop

• Screened Topsoil, Fill Dirt
• Washed Stone, Fieldstone/RipRap
• Private & Commercial
Snowplowing

• Driveway & Parking Lot 
Sanding and Sweeping

We Move the Earth For You! Since
1954
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Saturday, March 26, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Certified Instructor Will MacKay

Defense Training • Marksmanship • Laws

CONCEALED CARRY CLASS

$7500/student  – Lunch Provided

Limited to 20 STUDENTS
Pre-registration is Encouraged

To Register Call Dave at 715-892-2392

Hosted by the Island City Masonic Lodge #330

7529 US Hwy 51 S. • Minocqua, WI
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BOOK YOUR SPRING CLEAN UP 
& SUMMER LANDSCAPING

PROJECTS NOW!
Lawn Cutting • Landscaping
• Fertilizing • Bobcat Work  

• Spring/Fall Clean-Up 
• Pressure Washing

Larry Frentzel, Owner: 920-285-7236 / 715-892-3479 www.Lalandscaping.com 
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Ingrown and Fungal Toe Nails • Bone, Joint & Heel Pain
Nails, Skin & Wart Care • Fractures & Injuries • Diabetic Foot Care

Corns/Calluses • Orthotics • Infections/Cuts
728 Hwy. 51 • Woodruff715-358-9777

Dr. Mindy Wolf

B’Gosh Begorrah
Treat Your Feet -

You’ll Be Glad You Did!

DDRR.. MMIINNDDYY WWOOLLFFDDRR.. MMIINNDDYY WWOOLLFF
ACHILLES

FOOT & ANKLE CLINIC, S.C.

Heather Holmes


Heather Holmes



