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A 50-year-old Adams
man was sentenced late
last month to three
years probation and
three months in jail for
soliciting an intimate
representation from a
minor. The charge was
the result of an under-
cover Internet Crimes
Against Children
(ICAC) investigation
conducted by the
Oneida County sheriff’s
office.

David Lee Bronk was
charged Feb. 18 with a
pair of Class I felonies:
solicit intimate repre-
sentation from a minor
and exposing a child to
harmful material.

According to a police
report attached to the
criminal complaint, in
early January 2020 a
county detective ser-
geant established an un-
dercover account on an
online dating website
using an image of a
young female as a pro-
file photo.

On Jan. 5, 2020, the
report states, the detec-
tive began messaging
with a “Dave” on the
application. The individ-
ual was later identified
as Bronk, according to
the complaint.

During the conversa-
tion on the dating ap-
plication, the “girl” said
she was in Minocqua,
and soon the electronic
conversation switched
to text messaging. At
that point, the detective
claimed to be a 15-year-
old female. The subject
of the text conversa-
tion eventually turned
to sex and birth con-
trol. 

At one point, Bronk
expressed some reser-
vation about what he
was doing, according
to the police report.

“I don’t want to say
to (sic) much how do I
know for sure you
ain’t working with the
cops. I know they do

stuff like that to try to
catch old guys like me
that want to be with a
younger female,”
Bronk allegedly texted
the “girl.”

“That’s stupid. I’m no
cop. Can’t believe u say
that,” the detective
replied.

Over the course of
several days, Bronk al-
legedly sent several ex-
plicit photographs of
himself to the “girl”
and tried to get “her”
to reciprocate. Bronk
eventually told the
“girl” he would not be
coming to Minocqua
and the communication
between the two
stopped.

Following a prelimi-

nary hearing May 12,
circuit judge Patrick
O’Melia found there
was probable cause for
the case to proceed.
Bronk entered not
guilty pleas at his ar-
raignment May 17. 

On Aug. 3, district at-
torney Michael Schiek
announced a plea
agreement had been
reached. In exchange
for a guilty or no con-
test plea to the solicit
intimate representation
from a minor charge,
the other felony would
be dismissed, he said.

After Bronk entered
the no contest plea,
O’Melia ordered a pre-
sentence investigation
and scheduled the sen-

tencing hearing for
Oct. 19.

At sentencing,
Schiek said there was
extensive messages be-
tween Bronk and the
detective, including the
explicit photos. Still, it
differed from most
ICAC cases where a
defendant travels to
meet the “girl,” only to
be greeted by law en-
forcement officers at
the meeting point.

“That was one factor
that I took into consid-
eration, and there was
a lot of information in
the pre-sentence inves-
tigation,” Schiek said,
adding that he didn’t
want to make a recom-
mendation beyond
what he had offered in
the plea agreement.

Public defender Bre-
anna Magallones said
she thought two years
probation and a with-
held sentence, as the
plea agreement called
for, was an appropri-
ate sentence in the
case.

“He has been on pro-
bation in the past and
he has successfully
completed both proba-
tion and parole,” Maga-
llones said.

According to online
court records, Bronk
was charged Feb. 9,
1999 with first degree
sexual assault of a
child in Portage
County. He pled guilty
to an amended charge
of second degree sex-

ual assault of a child on
Sept. 27, 1999 and was
sentenced to six years
in prison and lifetime
registration as a sex of-
fender in January 2000.

O’Melia noted the au-
thor of the pre-sen-
tence investigation
agreed with that as-
sessment.

“It’s a bad prior
record, but on the
other side, he has suc-
cessfully served sev-
eral stints of probation
or parole,” O’Melia
said.

He also noted that
Schiek had a point
when it came to this
case not ending like
most ICAC investiga-
tions do.

O’Melia then an-
nounced that he was
going along with the
plea agreement, with
the difference of Bronk
will serve three years
probation during the
withheld sentence. 

The judge also or-
dered a three-month
jail sentence to be
served in either
Oneida, Wood or
Portage counties to
commence on or be-
fore December 4, 2021
at 4 p.m.

Bronk had originally
faced a maximum of
seven years in prison if
he had been convicted
of both felony charges.

Jamie Taylor may
be reached via email
at jamie@rivernew-
sonline.com.
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David Lee Bronk confers with his public defender Breanna Magallones after his sen-
tencing hearing Oct. 19 for soliciting an intimate representation from a minor.

Adams man sentenced to jail,
probation in Oneida County ICAC case
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1999

715-356-6961
10536 Hwy. 70E, Arbor Vitae, WI  54568
Visit Our Website: customcaretaking.com

TOPSOIL
$20.00 per yard

18 yard load
Free delivery up to 30 miles

Delivery charge for smaller loads

“We’re #1 Because of You”
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’Tis
The

Season 
Craft
Show

Saturday, 
Nov. 6, 2021

9 am to 3 pm
LUHS Commons
1/2 mile west of the Hwy 51/

Hwy 70 W intersection,
Minocqua, WI

Sponsored by
LUHS

Model UN
Come join us for a day 
of relaxing shopping,
crafts, concessions, 

and bake sale. 

For Craft Show 
Information 

Please Contact 
JoAnne Bartlett 
at 715-892-5114

Heather Holmes


Heather Holmes



