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Admin committee seeks advisers for 
potential broadband project

By Kelly Holm
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

In February, the
Oneida County board
of supervisors voted to
create a public-private
partnership with
Hilbert Communica-
tions — of which Bug
Tussel Wireless, the
company that recently

purchased Northwoods
Connect, is a sub-
sidiary — marking the
latest step toward a
countywide broadband
expansion opportunity.
The expansion,

which would be under-
taken through Bug
Tussel, would bring
225 miles of middle
mile fiber and six new

cell towers to the
county, and would be
funded largely through
a conduit financing
arrangement with a
bond created by Fond
du Lac County. Oneida
is currently one of
eight counties in talks
with Bug Tussel to
participate in the proj-
ect.

“It’s another chunk
of fiber that goes di-
rectly to homes.
There’s six cell towers
that will also have
wireless capabilities,”
Bug Tussel representa-
tive Mitch Olson told
the county administra-
tion committee May
19. “The towers we
(Bug Tussel) build, at
the most basic level,
are more robust than
the towers that North-
woods (Connect) built,
because of our rela-
tionship with the cellu-
lar carriers.”
The project has a 30-

year lifespan, unlike
the original bonds
from when Fond du
Lac County initiated
the funding program
in 2012, which were
for 10 years, Olson
said.
“The biggest reason

for 30 (years) is to
keep the debt service
at a manageable level,
so that we can keep
our broadband sub-
scription low,” he con-
tinued. “The
technology that does
get outlived in this pro-
gram is the electronics
that you hook into the
fiber, but upgrades to
those electronics are
baked into our finan-
cial model.”
It is estimated that

the project could sig-
nificantly increase an-
nual seasonal spending
due to improved
broadband access, and
would provide the
county more than
$100,000 annually in
right of way and basis
points fees. 
As for the project’s

costs, the county
“would not have any
cash outlay other than
(providing) ARPA dol-
lars to lower the bond
guarantee amount and
provide consulting re-
sources,” according to
a PowerPoint made by
the Oneida County
Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.
Bond guarantees are
to be determined.
“Although the bonds

are issued in a group,
each County’s obliga-
tion is limited to the
money spent in the
County, which is that
County’s pro-rata
share of the bonds,”
reads a Frequently
Asked Questions docu-
ment prepared by Bug
Tussel. “Hilbert Com-
munications is the pri-
mary guarantor on all
the debt. Any default
puts the entire com-
pany on the line, so the
Oneida County project
could not be selectively
defaulted.”

Outside 
consulting services

Committee members
also discussed the
prospect of bringing
in an external tech-
nology consultant and
independent financial
advisor in addition to
bond counsel, and
emergency services
department head Jake
Simkins suggested re-
tired chief deputy
John Sweeney as a
contender for the for-
mer position.
Committee chair

Billy Fried made a
successful motion to
direct finance direc-
tor Tina Smigelski,
corporation counsel
Mike Fugel and ITS
director Jason
Rhodes to put to-
gether resolutions for
securing these posi-
tions to be presented
at the next county
board meeting.
“We want to make

the right decisions on
technology, that’s
why were looking at
a consultant,” Fried
said. “We want to
know what we’re ex-
posing ourselves to fi-
nancially, and where
our liabilities are.”

Kelly Holm may be
reached at kelly-
holm@lakeland-
times.com.
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GREAT SELECTION OF BAIT & TACKLE
FROM PANFISH TO MUSKIES

FreshestLive Bait in Town!

GooganBaits
Rattlin’
Chunk &Rattlin’Ned
Worms

Elliot &2B Rodsin Stock!

MEMORIAL DAY 

WEEKEND 

Hwy. 51 N., Minocqua

- WEEKEND HOURS -
FRIDAY 5 A.M. - MIDNIGHT
SAT. - SUN. 5 A.M. - 10 P.M.

CRAPPIE ANGLERS!
Kalin’s Crappie Scrubs Lit’l 

Hustler Tubes

Musky
Suckers!

Fresh Big
Leeches!

TempleForkRods!

Minnow Mike 
says: “For the

best tasting bait
in the Northwoods

head to Kurt’s
Island Sport

Shop.”

Custom
Cranes

 

   

 

    •    F  

         
           

       

TJ’s BUTCHER BLOCK 
& MARKET

715.356.5258
8762 Hwy 51 N Minocqua

Near the intersection of Hwy. 51 & Cty. J

ORDER ON LINE: tjsbutcher.com 
or CALL: 715-356-5258

While supplies last.

1⁄3 Angus Burgers (45ct) $76.35/case 15#
1⁄2 Angus  Burgers (30ct) $76.35/case 15#
6oz Chicken Breast (28ct) $59.90/case 10#
Italian Beef w/Aujus $99.90/case 2⁄5#
Pre-Cooked Brats $56.28/case 12#

SAVE $$$ BUY IN BULK!

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-3pm

New Product Added Weekly!

TJ’s GARDEN MARKET
Open Mon. thru Fri.: 9-5 

Saturday: 9-3

Follow us on 
for Specials and Events!

Check out our NEW 
FRESH SEAFOOD CASE!  

    

    
   

  


