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On Saturday, May 7, starting at 9 a.m. the Demmer Library will give away
free comic books as part of Free Comic Book Day. Comics are first come, first
serve and there is a limited quantity. 
Free Comic Book Day is held on the first Saturday in May and has been cele-

brated since 2002. Libraries and comic bookstores can sign up online and get
promotional materials and free comic books to give away. 
“I love comic books,” states programming librarian April Lammert. “And

what place better than a library to get free books. It’s the ultimate match-up.” 
For more information call 715-546-3391 or visit demmer@demmerlibrary.org.

Free comic book celebration at
Demmer Memorial Library

‘The Candidate’ and the 
antics of political campaigns

By Trevor Greene
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

For as long as I can
recall, teachers, profes-
sors or any given per-
son, really, has said to
me good art stands the
test of time because it
continues to reflect the
truths and nuances of
the world.
If that is the fore-

most principle in judg-
ing what makes an
artful endeavor a suc-
cess, then the 1972 film
“The Candidate” makes
the cut. 
Robert Redford stars

as a young liberal, Bill
McKay, who is per-
suaded to run for the
U.S. Senate against an
aging and out of touch
Crocker Jarmon,
played by Don Porter. 
The film takes place

in California and starts
with McKay working
as a good faith lawyer
trying to do right by
the next man. 
His father, played by

Melvyn Douglas, was
the governor at one
point, and while
McKay doesn’t di-
rectly show any ani-
mosity towards his
father, it is evident his
father was never his
hero — most notably
when he explicitly re-
jects the hollow cam-
paign tactics his father
once used.
Peter Boyle is casted

as McKay’s campaign
manager, Marvin
Lucas. Lucas tells
McKay from the start
he is free to run true to

his colors and say
what he wants in his
campaign, but over the
course of the plot, that
promise seems to
slowly compromise. 
Early in the movie,

McKay addresses the
public with earnest in-
tentions. He free-
wheels
his
speech
and
gives
genuine
insight
as to
why he
decided
to run. In
short; he
counter-
acts all
the typi-
cal tropes
of a
“politi-
cian.” He
also pleas
for the pub-
lic to hear him out.
“Maybe people

aren't ready to listen,
but I’m gonna try, and
I hope that you’ll sup-
port that effort,” he
says. “At least give me
the benefit of the
doubt.”
McKay’s positive

messages on change
become watered-down
as the plot progresses.
His campaign slogan
“Bill McKay: The bet-
ter way” grows less
sincere. 
Jeremy Larner won

an academy award for
the film’s screenplay,
but it’s the muddled
chaos and relentless
anxiety in between the
big speeches that
makes the film hard to
watch at times. 
Larner was a speech-

writer for the presiden-
tial campaign of Sen.
Eugene McCarthy in
1968, so the film’s de-
piction of a campaign
is authentic, but that
could be the issue. It
accomplishes its goal in
revealing the Ameri-
can political campaign
as a circus, but also
leaves viewers with a
pessimistic outlook on
America’s democracy. 
When the race be-

tween McKay and Jar-
mon becomes tight,
instead of resorting to
the authenticity of his
original intentions, the
film’s protagonist
changes his tune and
places highest priority
on simply beating the
incumbent. 
He gets caught up in

the campaign vacuum
and is desperate to win
just to win. 
Though McKay

shows signs he hasn’t
completely lost sight of
who he is during a de-
bate later in the film, it
is ultimately to no
avail. He is subse-

quently seen rambling
on in the backseat of a
car reciting condensed
political mumbo-jumbo
to the viewers’ disap-
pointment. 
One of the film’s

most memorable mo-
ments, too, is when
McKay looks as if he

saw a
ghost
when his
father
looks him
in the
eyes with
a smile
and tells
him he’s
become
a true
politi-
cian. It’s
as if it
were
his
worst
night-
mare. 

“The Candidate”
showcases an appeal-
ingly optimistic Ameri-
can who is steadily
harassed by the politi-
cal antics of tradition.
At the time, Amer-

ica’s government
didn’t necessarily have
the greatest reputation.
The early 1970s was a
contentious period in
our history. It was the
butt-end of the Viet-
nam War and the Wa-
tergate scandal was
coming to light. Citi-
zens’ faith in the sys-
tem was lacking, and
“The Candidate” tries
to depict that by cast-
ing a mundane
shadow over a high
stakes senate race. 
Come Nov. 8, Wis-

consin voters will elect
a member to the U.S.
Senate. Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes, Milwau-
kee Bucks executive
Alex Lasery, state
treasurer Sarah
Godlewski and Out-
agamie County execu-
tive Tom Nelson will
bid for a spot in the
Aug. 9 primary to take
on incumbent Sen. Ron
Johnson. 
The race for one of

Wisconsin’s U.S. Sen-
ate seats is expected to
be one of the most sig-
nificant in the country
based on the implica-
tions it could have on
the bigger picture. 
But, regardless who

reigns victorious at its
conclusion, one thing I
hope is that the winner
answers the film’s
final question with
honesty, integrity and
pride, while keeping
Americans’ best inter-
est close to their heart. 
“What do we do

now?” McKay asks.
“What do we do now?”

Trevor Greene may
be reached via email
at trevorgreene@lake-
landtimes.com.
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MOVIE REVIEW
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GO PLACES YOU’VE NEVER BEEN

SSTTAARRTT AA LLEEGGAACCYY Always wear a helmet and don’t drink & drive.

6829 HWY. 51 • HAZELHURST, WI 54531 
715-358-5349

HATS - HELMETS - GLOVES
BOOTS - JACKETS - GOGGLES

GEAR & ACCESSORIES FOR ALL YOUR ADVENTURES
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