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“The last thing I expected from 
this construction project was for it 
to ruin my brand new white Nike 
Air Force shoes,” sophomore Kel-
ly Garrett said. “Nor did I expect 
to spend 30 minutes trying to 
scrub off all the mud that covered 
my shoes in the bathroom.”

Due to recent rainy weather, 
construction around campus has 
gotten messier than intended. Peo-
ple walking on campus sometimes 
have no choice but to go through 
the mud to get where they need to 
be. 

“To get from Reeve to Taylor or 
the Rec without walking around 
the entire campus, you’re going to 
have to walk through a ridiculous 
amount of mud and if you’re wear-
ing white shoes, it means you’re 
going to completely ruin them,” 
senior Lexi Wojcik-Kretchmer 

said. “My perfectly new, white 
Vans now are more of a tan color. 
I did my best to clean them after 
trudging through the mud, but was 
unsuccessful.”

The next phase of the Algo-
ma Boulevard Project began this 

week between Wisconsin Street 
and Vine Avenue through campus. 
Wisconsin Street and West New 
York Avenue are closed to thru 
traffic. 

“The work includes completing 
the storm, sanitary, water, tree re-
moval and concrete paving and is 
expected to take 25 weeks,” Chief 
Facilities Officer JoAnn Rife said.

High Avenue from Osceola 
Street to West New York Avenue 
is two-way traffic, likely through 
Oct. 28.

According to Rife, impacted 
campus facilities include:
•	 Parking Lot 18 (Scott Hall), 

north access restricted
•	 Parking Lot 37 (Lincoln Hall), 

south access restricted
•	 Algoma Boulevard and Osceola 

Street, bus stop closed
•	 Parking Lot 15 (Blackhawk 

Commons), north access re-
stricted

•	 Reeve Memorial Union, street 
parking eliminated and loading 
bay access restricted

•	 Albee Hall, street parking elimi-
nated, bus stop closed

•	 Oviatt House, driveway access 
restricted

•	 Driveway between Albee Hall 
and Dempsey restricted

•	 Algoma Boulevard and Wood-
land Avenue, bus stop closed

•	 Parking Lot 4a, south access 
will be restricted

•	 Heating Plant, driveway access 
off Algoma Boulevard restricted

•	 Theatre Arts Center, driveway 
access restricted

•	 Sidewalks along this stretch of 
Algoma Boulevard, removed in 
conjunction with construction
GO Transit Buses No. 5 and 

10 will be taking different routes 
due to construction. The detours 
for these two buses are subject to 
change, depending on weather, 
schedule changes and conflicts. 
Contact GO Transit at (920) 232-
5340 or visit the GO Transit web-
site for specific information on the 
bus detours.

No construction work will take 
place on Friday. 

According to City of Oshkosh 
Civil Engineer Josh Fleming, the  
estimated completion date for this 
project is Nov. 11.

Roads and parking areas will 
continue to be blocked off as con-
struction continues. Stay updat-
ed with construction at uwosh.
edu/facilities/facilities-plan-
ning-and-construction/algo-
ma-boulevard-project/.
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Algoma construction leads to ruined shoes

Loan repayment pause extended through August
By Anya Kelley
pulvek45@uwosh.edu

Americans owe more than $1.6 
trillion in student loan debt and the 
average student borrower takes 20 
years to pay off their student loan 
debt, according to EducationData.
org. Add in the economic instabili-
ty caused by the pandemic and one 
can see why UW Oshkosh students 
are happy that the Biden-Harris 
Administration decided to extend 
the student loan repayment pause 
through Aug. 31. 

With this being the sixth exten-
sion since March 2020, the pause 
will add additional time for loan 
payers to achieve economic good 
standing. Borrowers will all re-
ceive fresh starts on repayment, 
thus eliminating the impact of de-
linquency. 

Olivia Wingender, a freshman 
communications major living on 
campus, said the pandemic didn’t 
affect her financial situation much.  

“I have consistently worked 
throughout the pandemic because 

neither of the jobs I have had these 
past two years have shut down due 
to the lockdown,” she said. “My 
parents have also been able to still 
work throughout the pandemic be-
cause their jobs allowed them to 
work from home.”

In fact, Wingender said the pan-
demic slightly bettered her fam-
ily’s financial situation because 
they didn’t have to spend as much 
money on gas and other things that 
they would normally grab from 
the store. “Since they weren’t 
leaving the house as much, they 
didn’t have opportunities to grab 
unnecessary things at the store,” 
she said.

Wingender told The Ad-
vance-Titan she was lucky enough 
to not need to take out a loan for 
this school year; however, she may 
need to in the future and she said 
she thinks the loan pause will help 
her family.

“I have been fortunate to re-
ceive some scholarships and fund-
ing from my grandparents that 
will hopefully cover most of my 

schooling, but if/when I do end 
up taking out loans, I think the 
extended time for me to pay it off 
will be super helpful,” Wingender 
said.

Freshman Ethan Woolf said he 
has been affected financially by 
the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“I was out of 
work for almost 
half a year due 
to the pandemic 
and I definitely 
lost some mon-
ey because of 
that,” he said. 
“My family also 
lost some mon-
ey since there 
was less work 
available.”

Woolf told 
The Advance-Ti-
tan that his moth-
er, stepmother and father had taken 
out loans when they attended col-
lege.

“My step mom just got done 

paying hers back,” he said. “My 
dad had student loans as well and 
has mentioned how hard it was to 
pay them back. My mom is still 
paying back her loans.”

Woolf  said he did not need to 
take out loans for his first year of 

studies; howev-
er, he will for 
the rest of his 
college career. 

“When I 
do get student 
loans, I know 
I’m going to be 
very stressed 
about paying 
them back, es-
pecially because 
I’ll be stacking 
up these loans 
while I don’t 
even have a 

consistent job 
yet,” Woolf said. 

“I feel the idea behind the loan 
pause is good. Giving everyone a 
break after the pandemic and let-
ting people’s financial standings 

recover should help out a lot of 
people who are having a tough 
time.”

Woolf said that his mother at-
tended graduate school at UWO 
and hopes that this loan pause will 
take some stress off her and maybe 
help her finish off the remaining  
payments. 

“Since my mom is still paying 
hers back, the loan pause should 
really help her out,” Woolf said. “I 
hope that the government will do a 
loan pause in the future if the econ-
omy crashes or the coronavirus 
starts spreading too much again.”

The Biden-Harris adminis-
tration has stated that they will 
continue assessing the financial 
impact of the pandemic on loan 
payers to ensure smooth transition 
back into repayment. 

According to the UWO Finan-
cial Aid Office, the official Staf-
ford Loan default rate for UWO 
is 6.8%. The national average is 
9.7%. On average, 64% of UWO 
students borrow funds through the 
federal Stafford Loan program.

When I do get stu-
dent loans, I know 
I’m going to be 
very stressed about 
paying them back.

- Ethan Woolf,
UWO student

WHAT    A 		 MESS
By Katie Pulvermacher
pulvek45@uwosh.edu

Goodbye, clean shoes. The con-
struction around campus has been 
evident with muddy trails left on 
the floors of campus buildings and 
residence halls.
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